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To the Student

What will it be like to leave home—to be completely
on your own for the first time, like when you go away
to college, join the Armed Forces, or report to your first
year-round, full-time job?

You can be sure you'll meet people very different
from yourself. Their skin will be a different color or they'll
wear different-style clothes and eat different kinds of
foods. Maybe one of these people will be a roommate
and you will date another one. Maybe they will talk with
you about another difference—their religious beliefs.

How will you respond?

Will you know what they're talking about? Will you
know enough about their beliefs to carry on a conver-
sation with them? Will you be able to talk to them about
your faith in Jesus—without “turning them off”?

Of course, you will need to trust God to guide you
at that time. After Jesus warned His disciples that they
would face persecution because of their faith, He prom-
ised them, “Just say whatever is given you at the
time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit”
(Mark 13:11). As a child of God, you can rely on that
promise.

God is preparing you right now for that day. One
way He is preparing you is through this course on Which
Way Is the Right Way? A Study of Christianity, Cults,
and Other Religions. May He through this study keep
you faithful to Him and equip you to witness effectively
to people who do not know Jesus as their Savior.

The Editor



UNIT 1

Religion!

|

What’s That? f=)
. ‘;‘§ \

There are only two religions in the world: the
religion of people (which says that we must do some-
thing to appease God’s wrath), and the religion of
God (which says that God, in Christ, has done ev-
erything for us). He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to
die on the cross for our sins. He brought us closer to
Himself. In the words of Paul, “God was reconcil-
ing the world to Himself in Christ, not counting
men’s sins against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19).
This is the message everyone needs to hear!

During this course you will learn many new
things. You will also review some things you've
known for a long time. The most important message
for you is that God loves all people, just as He loves
you. He wants you to know that, so that you can be
motivated to share the great Good News with others.

By learning about other religions you'll be better
able to witness your faith to them. You'll find ways
in which religions are similar and ways in which they
are different. You'll discover some things about other
religions that will help you avoid saying something
offensive to them. And you’ll also discover situations
in which God can particularly use you to His glory
by sharing what Jesus means to you.

Before you share with people of other religions,
be sure you know your own religion well. Above all,
you need a firm personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Read His Word often and speak to Him in
prayer frequently.

Notice the Bible verses at the end of each ses-
sion. Mark them in your Bibles. Try to remember the
connection between the verse and the point of the
lesson. Then meditate on that verse as you go about
your daily life. And when the Lord places before you
an opportunity to share your faith, use His Word!

May the Lord give you great wisdom in your
studying. May He give you a sense of joy in knowing
Him personally. And may He empower you and make
you a bold witness to His name!




Session 1

What Is a Religion?

While speaking to some Pharisees and teachers
of the Law, Jesus quoted the Old Testament prophet
Isaiah: “These people honor Me with their lips, but
their hearts are far from Me. They worship Me in
vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men”
(Matthew 15:8-9). Jesus judged their religiosity. He
told them it consisted only in empty rituals.

WHAT IS RELIGION?

1. Write your definition of religion on a separate
sheet of paper. Then use religion in a sentence, but
not in a “churchy” sense.

2. Share your definition or sentence with others.
Did you learn anything further about the meaning of the
word religion?

Now look up the word in a dictionary and compare
its definition there with yours. What is the difference
between using the word in a “churchy” sense and using
it otherwise? How does this help your understanding
of religion?

YES AND NO IN A TAXI CAB

Here is a conversation between a clergyman and
a taxicab driver. The driver throws the first words over
his shoulder in the direction of the clerical collar he
glimpsed when the clergyman got into the cab.

Driver: Where to?

Clergyman: Airport, please.

Driver: You a priest or something?

Clergyman: I'm a Lutheran pastor.

Driver: That so? | used to go to a Lutheran church.
St. Paul’s on the north side. Pastor X baptized my kids.
Know him?

Clergyman: Yes, | do.

Driver: Yeah? | liked him a lot, but | don’t go much
any more. (Pause.) You know, | got a theory about
religion. All religions are OK if you practice them.

Clergyman (not interested): That so?

Driver: Yeah! Every religion is good so long as
you put it into practice.

Clergyman (suddenly deciding to take the con-
versation seriously): Could | test your theory?

Driver: Sure, go ahead. Always like to talk about
religion.

Clergyman: What would you say about Hitler and
Nazism? Was that a good religion?

Driver (surprised): That wasn't no religion!

Clergyman: But it had many of the characteristics
of a religion—rituals, doctrines, heretics. Most impor-
tant, Hitler demanded and got total loyalty and un-
questioning obedience. The institutions of Nazism
replaced those of Christianity almost item by item. What
does that do to your theory that every religion is good
so long as you put it into practice?

Driver: Well you sure got a crazy definition of
religion!

Clergyman: Let’s look at another time people think
of religion—when someone dies.

Driver: Yeah! I've thought about that. It bothers
me when | think that one of my kids might die. | used
to go into their rooms at night when they were little, and
they’'d be sleeping, and I'd love them so much | could
just feel it. | knew if one of 'em died it would be awful.
| knew | couldn'’t stand it. | would even pray once in a
while that God won't let 'em die. | thought going to
church might help. But then there didn’t really seem to
be a God. 'Scuse me, Reverend. | don't mean to insult
you.

Clergyman: That's OK. Go ahead.

Driver: Finally it just seemed useless, all that sing-
ing and praying and sitting and standing. Mind you, I'm
not against religion. Good for the kids to get some
starch into their lives, something to keep 'em straight.



But | knew that if something was going to happen to
‘em, it would. Nothing | could do.

Clergyman: What do you expect from Christian-
ity? A cheap escape from whatever frightens you?

Driver: Well, what is Jesus supposed to do?

Clergyman: He lets us in on Himself, on what He
is and on what He does. He is YES to us, and He asks
us to believe that and to give up our other “gods” and
self-justifications. His best-known stories were about
Himself, because He was accused of saying YES to
people who didn’t have much going for them socially
or morally or religiously—whores and traitors. He told
about a son who took his inheritance and left home.

Driver: Yeah, yeah, | know. “Prodigal son.” Right?

Clergyman: Right. Jesus has a different way of
dealing with rejected people. We might call it “forgive-
ness,” but it does not come cheap. Jesus’ death is His
final and total commitment to us. He experienced the
verdict—let it happen to Him.

The boy in Jesus’ story got that kind of YES; it set
him free to admit that he was wrong. We are given that
YES in Jesus; it sets us free to say NO to our fake
religions. The YES is stronger than the verdict, because
when the verdict had done its worst, the YES overcame
it.

Driver: | never heard it that way before.

Clergyman: But that's what Christians mean by
“Gospel.” We entrust ourselves to the YES in Jesus.
We hold to that YES against the NO of life in history.
Jesus makes us free—free to enjoy His gifts, like bowl-
ing and kids and work and the wife. We're no longer
trapped into making gods out of them. We're free to be
for them as Jesus is for us.

Driver: Well, where does church and praying fit
into all this?

Clergyman: It helps if we first stop thinking that
church is a building or a religious organization. Church
is really what happens to people when the Gospel is
happening to them and through them to other people.
The words that Christians share with one another about
Jesus as God the Forgiver are meant to set them free
for one another and for all men.

Driver: Doesn’t sound like any church | know.

1. Think about it. In what ways is the taxi driver
right?

2. In what ways is he wrong?

3. How would you react differently than this pastor
did?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 1:18-22. What does it
mean to you that Jesus is your YES?

5. Read James 1:26-27; 2:14-17. Can religion be
just belief? Explain.

6. Can religion be only a collection of right works?
Why or why not?

WHAT IS FAITH?

1. Describe the difference between a religion and
a faith.

2. Ask your teacher to tell you a story about Blon-
din, a publicity-seeking tightrope walker. How could you
relate the story of the tightrope walker to the difference
between religion and faith?

3. When do you stand on the sidelines and cheer?
When are you silent?

4. Describe a situation in which you wished you
had said more (like this preacher did).

Ask God to give you a new boldness to share His
love with others, especially those of faiths other than
yours. May His peace and certainty fill you with joy in
your sharing the Gospel wherever and whenever it
might be.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who
speak maliciously against your good behavior in
Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

1 Peter 3:15-16

FOR NEXT TIME

If you had only two minutes to describe your faith
to someone, what would you say? How much or how
little would you include in your short statement of belief?
Are there any already-prepared statements that you
might use?



Session 2

What Is Christianity?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Wally came home from work late one night. As
usual, he rode the bus. Suddenly he heard a thud and
felt the bus lurch to an awkward halt. The driver ordered
everyone out immediately. The curious passengers
piled out quickly. The gathering crowd buzzed with
excitement.

As Wally stepped out of the bus into the cold night
air, he heard a woman ask, “What happened?”’

“Some fellow got hit,” one man replied in a gruff
voice. “He’s under there now,” he continued, pointing
under the bus.

“Why don’t they move the bus off him?” the same
woman pleaded.

“It would kill him immediately if they did,” came
the response from the same man, only softer this time.
“I'm afraid he’s stuck under there!”

The woman gasped, as she shivered against the
chilling night air.

Wally knelt down, quietly surveyed the situation,
and moved to the front of the bus. He saw a body pinned
between the two wheels. Any movement of the bus
would surely crush the already badly injured man, he
thought. Wally heard the bus driver yelling for someone
to call an ambulance and a tow truck.

Without hesitating, Wally crawled under the bus.
To his amazement, he discovered that the man was
conscious. Wally hadn’t had much medical training be-
yond the Boy Scout First Aid Merit Badge and the little
bit of First Aid in health class the previous semester.
But inexperienced as he was, it was obvious to Wally
that the man was near death.

Wally took a deep breath and began to talk. He
spoke in a low, but distinct voice. Wally told the man

Wait. Let's ask you. What would you have told the
man if you had been Wally?

YOU DON’T SAY!

1. Maybe you wouldn’t have crawled under the bus
in the first place! Imagine instead that you watched
someone else crawl under the bus, someone you knew

8

wasn'’t a Christian. What do you suppose that person
would say to the dying man?

2. Ask yourself, “Could | say the same thing to that
person?” Why or why not?

3. What if that non-Christian just talked about the
weather—how cool it was that evening. Could you have
said that? Why or why not?

4. Suppose that non-Christian crawled under the
bus and tried to have the man sign an organ-donor card.
Could you have done that?

5. Suppose he tried to encourage the person by
saying, “Contemplate. Meditate. Simply believe you're
out from under this bus, and it will be.” Could you say
that?

6. We Christians have a unique and very important
message: Jesus. We are compelled to talk about Him
(Acts 4:20). No, we don'’t always choose the time or
place (1 Peter 3:15). But we are encouraged to do it
with boldness. We are encouraged to share the hope
that Jesus gives us!

Listen to what Peter said. ‘‘Salvation is found in
no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12). Peter was talking to a group of people who
were having a hard time believing. They couldn’t quite
accept the fact that Jesus truly was the Messiah who
had risen from the dead. Peter was on trial for his life.
He could have chosen to say nothing, but he sensed
that people were dying—ijust like the person under the
bus. Peter spoke up. He didn’'t mince words, either. He
spoke about Jesus. Peter said, “Jesus is the only way
to heaven.” No ifs, ands, or buts!



