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In the Hands of God
Introduction

Does God have hands? Not really, but He is often portrayed with 
hands. There are nearly 300 such references in the Scriptures. The 
Hebrew word for hand is yadth. (It helps if you pronounce it with 
your mouth full!) It has a broader definition than our English word. It 
means, “The terminal part of the arm used to perform the functions of 
men’s will.” God’s hand is that “terminal part” of Himself that reaches 
down to perform His will. It is a picture of a very personal connection 
with His creation.

It is a hand that curses: “Therefore the Lord’s anger burns 
against his people; his hand is raised and he strikes them 
down” (Isaiah 5:25a NIV). It is a hand that blesses: “[W]hen you 
open your hand, they are satisfied with good things” (Psalm 
104:28b NIV). It can be a hand that terrifies: “It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31 ESV). It can 
be a hand that comforts: “I will strengthen you and help you; I 
will uphold you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10b 
NIV). God’s hand is associated with creation and life: “In his hand is 
the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind” (Job 
12:10), and it is associated with salvation and grace: “Now I know 
that the Lord saves His anointed; He answers him from His 
holy heaven with the saving power of His right hand” (Psalm 
20:6 Berean Study Bible). And, of course, God’s spiritual hands became 
very real in the person of Jesus.

This devotional booklet invites you to spend 30 days “In the Hands 
of God” as we consider some of the ways God reaches down with His 
hand and touches His creation.

Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb 
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Day 1 – The Work of His Hand

“In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands” (Psalm 102:25 NIV)

When they weren’t at work milking cows or shoveling feed or carrying 
water, Grandpa’s hands were at work fixing clocks. Those rough hands 
of the barnyard became like the hands of a surgeon as he manipulated 
his tiny instruments within the bowels of some left-for-dead timepiece. 
The ticking and tocking in the background, and, if it was the top of the 
hour the donging and bonging, testified to past “surgical” successes.

When Grandpa died, all the grandchildren received a clock. In spite 
of the imperfections of age, they are valued highly, not only because 
they are antiques, but more so because they are the work of Grandpa’s 
hands.

From the beginning, our God has had His hands in things. He laid the 
foundation of the earth. He lifted up the heavens, with all their starry 
hosts, as a canopy over the earth.

He did it with His hands.

To compliment the “And God said …” of Genesis 1 which shows 
the awesome power of God’s Word, the Psalmist would have us 
understand that this awesome God is not some impersonal “hands-off” 
kind of God. He is not merely the architect who says, “Let it be done.” 
He is the One who did it with His hands.

Look around. Look above. In spite of the imperfections sin has 
brought, value highly what you see. It is not the product of chance, a 
byproduct of some “bang.” It is the work of God’s hands.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for the work of Your hands which 
we see all around us. Help us to value it, to appreciate it, to care for 
it. May it remind us that You are a powerful but personal God who 
is involved in His creation. In the name of Your creating Word made 
flesh, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Day 2 – Faithful and Just Works

“The works of his hands are faithful and just” (Psalm 111:7a 
NIV).

How can works be “faithful and just”? Don’t these words usually refer 
to people?

Consider Melody. Her artwork and drawings in school often portrayed 
crosses and angels and little people that, in spite of their disproportion, 
anyone could tell were Jesus and His disciples. Her teacher raised 
concern lest she be accused of teaching religion in school. But the 
artwork was not a result of her school’s teaching. It was a result of who 
Melody was, a child of God. Her artwork was faithful to who she was. It 
was just…just the way it ought to be coming from Melody’s hand.

The works of God’s hands are faithful. They are faithful to Who He is. 
That makes His works holy. The works of God’s hands are just. They are 
just the way they ought to be coming from God’s hands. That makes 
His works perfect.

“God saw all that he had made and it was very good” (Genesis 
1:31a NIV).

Consider Jason. In an overzealous bit of boyish devilry, he mars 
Melody’s drawing with a black crayon. Who is to blame for the 
imperfections in that which was faithful and just?

It is not God who is to blame for the imperfections in the faithful and 
just works of His hands. Sin has left its black mark upon His world and 
upon the life His hands placed in this world. Birth defects, disabilities, 
cancer, disease—these are not the work of God’s hands.

Yet, in His grace His hands work untold, and sometimes unrevealed, 
blessings through them. He does so because, marred as we are, we are 
still the faithful and just works of His hands.

Prayer: Father, help us to put the blame for the imperfections of life 
where it belongs, with sin. Help us also to see ourselves and all of Your 
creation as the faithful and just works of Your hand and the recipients 
of Your grace in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Day 3 – Hands That Shaped Me

“Your hands shaped me and made me” (Job 10:8a NIV).

“I’m in pretty good shape for the shape I’m in.” That’s a favorite 
expression of a friend of mine. It seems like a positive way to look at 
things in the midst of our society’s obsession with “shape.” We want 
to be in good shape, and we want our shape to look good. TV ads are 
filled with “shape devices” and “shape videos” designed to help us 

“shape up” and feel good about the shape we’re in.

There’s a better way. We can acknowledge with Job that we have been 
shaped and made by God’s hands. Now please remember that as he sat 
in the ashes scraping the sores covering his body, Job wasn’t in the best 
shape when he said these words. Still, he is able to acknowledge God, 
not just as his Creator, but as his personal, “hands-on” Creator.

There is comfort in that. There is hope in that. It gives us value, 
regardless of the shape we are in. It does so especially when you look 
closely at the words Job uses. The NIV translation condenses some 
of the Hebrew words. Literally it reads something like, “Your hands 
shaped me and made me together all around.” The picture is like that 
of a child shaping a tower of sand for his castle on the beach. He must 
have his hands completely involved all around the sand, pressing, 
forming until it is just right.

Think of it! The hands that laid the foundation of the earth, the hands 
that lifted up the vault of the heavens, are the hands that took special 
care, had special involvement in shaping you right from the start, right 
in your mother’s womb. Your life had value then. It has value now.
We can all say it: “I’m in pretty good shape for the shape I’m in.”

Prayer: Lord God, thank You for taking special care to shape me with 
Your hands in my mother’s womb. In spite of the shape I’m in, in 
spite of my imperfections and sin, Your personal involvement in my 
creation gives me value. Your personal involvement in my redemption 
through Your Son, Jesus, gives me even more value. Help me and 
Lutherans For Life share this message of our God-given value with 
others. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Day 4 – The Father Potter’s Hands

“Yet you, Lord, are our father. We are the clay, you are the 
potter; we are all the work of your hand” (Isaiah 64:8 NIV).

If a baker bakes and a skater skates, does a potter pot? Well, in Hebrew 
they do. When used as a verb, the word potter means “to form.” To 
better fit the scheme of the first sentence we would say, “the Former 
forms.”

I’ve seen it several times, and it always amazes me. A lump of wet, 
slimy-looking clay is spinning around on a turntable when it suddenly 
begins to take on some form in the hands of the potter (former). It’s 
almost as if the shape of the newly forming vessel is flowing out of the 
potter’s hands.

What a contrast! Dead, formless clay and the life-giving, forming 
hands of the Potter…what a contrast! “We are the clay … we are all 
the work of [His] hand.”

The Former forms us with His hands from the very beginning. Did you 
know that the word for “Potter” and “to form” is used four times in 
reference to being formed by God in the womb? Check it out. Jeremiah 
1:5; Isaiah 44:2, 24; Isaiah 49:5.

Now check this out. It is not just the hands of any ol’ potter who forms 
us. He is our Father. We have a Father Potter! A Father Potter who just 
happens to be the Lord! A Father Potter who has every right to discard 
us as a good-for-nothing lump of clay. Just prior to our verse, Isaiah 
had confessed, “No one calls on your name or strives to lay 
hold of you.” “Yet … (what a powerful little Gospel word!) we are 
the work of your hand.”

A potter forming a pot may really not care what happens to it once it is 
taken out of his hands. A Father Potter forming His children will never 
let anyone snatch them out of His hands.

Prayer: Father Potter, help me ever to appreciate Your undeserved love 
that formed me into one of Your children. Give me confidence to rest 
secure in the hands that formed me and redeemed me. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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Day 5 – A Handmade Process

“Your hands made me and formed me; give me 
understanding to learn your commands” (Psalm 119:73 NIV).

You’ve probably seen it on a bumper sticker or heard it somewhere, “Be 
patient! God isn’t finished with me yet.” I suppose that may be used as 
a “cop-out,” a way of justifying our mistakes.

However, it does reflect something we see in today’s verse. We run 
into a Hebrew word about God’s hands that we haven’t encountered 
before. It is the word translated “formed.” Bear with me now for a little 
Hebrew lesson! The tense of this verb suggests a vivid action involving 
a process. The form of the verb suggests an intensive action. In English 
we could say, “Jack built the house.” Or we could be more intense and 
say, “Jack magnificently constructed the house.” It is the latter sense 
we see in the word “formed.”

In other words, God’s formation of us was more vivid, more of a 
deliberate process, more intense than His formation of other aspects of 
His creation. It is the idea reflected by the Psalmist elsewhere who cries 
out, “We are fearfully and wonderfully made!” Wow!

And “Wow!” again, because there is more to this process. The rest of 
the verse is a prayer. “Give me (lit. “cause me to have”) understanding 
to learn Your commands.” Note the order. First, we must have 
understanding. The understanding of spiritual things can only come 
from the Spirit of God. Paul writes, “We have not received the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand 
what God has freely given us.” Only then can we begin the process of 
learning (Yep, it’s the same tense as “formed”!) God’s commands.

What a process! God forms us with His hands in an intense, personal 
way. He causes us to have understanding. We can begin to learn His 
commands, His ways, His truth, His will for life. We can begin to learn 
of Him who is the way, the truth and the life.

Prayer: Lord God, never be finished with me! Continue to give me the 
Spirit of understanding that I may learn Your commands and live in 
Your grace which You have freely given in Jesus Christ. Bring all to an 
understanding of Him and the value He brings to life. In His name. 
Amen.
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Day 6 – Engraved Hands

“See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your 
walls are ever before me” (Isaiah 49:16 NIV).

Admit it! You have probably written on your hands at one time or 
another. (You never really bought into your mom’s warning that you 
would absorb the ink and be slowly poisoned!) Maybe you did it so 
you wouldn’t forget the answers for a test! Maybe you did it so you 
wouldn’t forget a name or an address. Maybe you wrote the name of 
someone very special that you wanted continually before you.

“I will not forget you.” That’s what God said just prior to our verse. 
He was responding to His people’s lament, “The Lord has forsaken 
me, the Lord has forgotten me.” “No, no,” God says, “I will not 
forget you. See, you are engraved on my hands; your walls (i.e. 
the walls of Jerusalem representing the whole of His people) are ever 
before me.” Engraved on His hands, not merely written. God does 
not use some water-soluble, easily washable, temporary ink. It’s not 
even permanent marker (which we all know never is). We are engraved 
on the palms—the hollow, protected part—of His hands…ever before 
Him!

“I will not forget you.” That’s what God says to you. There are 
many reasons why we can feel forsaken and forgotten. Disease and 
tragedy and crisis can do it. Sin, too, separates us from God, and the 
guilt of mistakes and wrong decisions and bad choices can make us 
feel forsaken and forgotten. “No, no,” God says, “I will not forget 
you. Look,” He says, as if He is stretching His hands right down into 
the midst of our problems, “I have engraved you on the palms of My 
hands.”

“Look,” Jesus says as He stretches out His hands, “See the place where 
the nails were.” That’s your assurance. The nails were the engraving 
tool. The nails are gone. You are there.

Engraved! Protected! Ever before Him!

Prayer: Help us all, and we especially remember those struggling 
because of bad choices, to have the hope that we find in the palms of 
Your hands. Amen.
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Day 7 – The Shadow of His Hand

“He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow 
of his hand he hid me” (Isaiah 49:2a NIV).

Isaiah was a bold voice for God’s truth. God gave him a “mouth like a 
sharpened sword” to proclaim His Law and Gospel. He would speak to 
his own nation and to the nations surrounding Israel. The Law would 
pierce the soul of rebellious people and lay bare their sins. The Gospel 
would cut away the infection of sin and cleanse it with forgiveness.

Lutherans For Life can be seen as a voice for God’s truth regarding 
the sanctity of life. There is a need for the Law today to pierce the 
souls of those who proclaim and practice falsehood and ignore the 
truth. There is a need for the sharp edge of the Law to pierce the souls 
of the indifferent sitting in our pews and standing in our pulpits. 
There is a need for the Gospel to cut away the guilt of acknowledged 
sin and bring cleansing and healing to the wounds caused by crisis 
pregnancies or past abortions.

Isaiah would not have it easy. He would be opposed by other nations, 
and most painful of all, he would be opposed by his own people. 
Nevertheless, God had strengthened Isaiah with the promise to 
hide him in the shadow of His hand. This is not the shadows of the 
sidelines, but the shadow of protection right in the midst of the battle. 
Since it is the shadow provided by God’s hand, Isaiah could be assured 
that this protection would go wherever he went.

It is not easy being a voice for God’s truth in our world today. We face 
ridicule and rejection, not just from the world but often from fellow 
Christians. We face discouragement when we can’t find people to 
serve in LFL Life Chapters or Life Teams. However, we dare not stay in 
the perceived safety of the sidelines. Too much is at stake—life itself 
and its God-given value.

We are given hope in God’s promise to Isaiah. God hides us in the 
shadow of His hand. We, too, can be assured that wherever we go, 
whatever we do as a voice for truth, God’s protecting hand is there and 
we are in its shadow.

Prayer: Gracious God, help LFL to continue to be a voice for truth and 
keep us in the shadow of Your hand. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Day 8 – Precious in His Hand

“You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God” (Isaiah 62:3).

This is a quiz. In the devotion for Day 4, we are referred to as being 
what in God’s hands? (No peeking back!): (1) a golf club, (2) a rod of 
iron, (3) a bruised reed, (4) a lump of clay.

The correct answer is number four. After you have finished 
congratulating yourself, read today’s verse once again. This is quite 
a contrast. A lump of clay after all is, well, a lump of clay! A crown is 
something of value. A crown of splendor is something of special value. 
A diadem or headdress is one thing. A royal diadem is something very 
special, precious.

Can we at the same time be both a pot of clay and a crown of splendor 
in God’s hands? Yes! It has to do with how we are seen by God. “The 
Lord does not look at the things man looks at.” How is it 
possible for God to look at a clay pot, one that’s even cracked and 
marred by sin, and see something special and precious in His hand? 
Jesus! When God looks at us through Jesus, He sees something special. 
He sees that which His hands have created. He sees that which the 
outstretched hands of Jesus has redeemed.

Does this mean the Down syndrome child is precious to God? Yes! 
Does this mean the 80-year-old man with Alzheimer’s is precious 
to God? Yes! Does this mean the young woman with MS is precious 
to God? Yes! Does this mean you are precious to God regardless of 

__________. Yes!

What a mistake we make when we judge the value of human life. What 
a tragedy we perpetuate when we terminate human life based on such 
mistaken judgment.

Human life is valuable, a crown of splendor, a royal diadem—in God’s 
hand!

Prayer: Thank You, Father, not only for holding us in Your hand, but 
for seeing us through Jesus as being so very special. Help us see this 
value in others. Enable Lutherans For Life to proclaim this God-given 
value in our Church and in our world. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.
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Day 9 – Upheld by His Hand

“[T]hough he may stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord 
upholds him with his hand” (Psalm 37:24 NIV).

It wasn’t a sled or a bicycle, but, still, Joey liked his new Christmas 
present. It was a coat. There was a neat hood that you could roll up and 
zip right into the collar. The coat was blue, his favorite color, and the 
down filling produced a “puffiness” that made Joey think he looked 
like one of those Olympic weightlifters. What he liked best about his 
new coat, however, were the pockets. They were furry and warm, and 
your hands almost seemed to get lost in all the softness. Immediately 
Joey wanted to go outside so he could try out his new coat, especially 
the pockets. It was a cold, blustery day, but Dad agreed to a walk. The 
sidewalks were icy, but Dad’s suggestion to hold hands was quickly 
rejected. Joey’s hands were deep in his brand new pockets. The ice 
quickly took its toll, and the blue “weightlifter” went down in a flurry 
of white. No harm done, but as he was being brushed off he said, 

“Daddy, let’s hold hands.”

Joey reached up and took hold of Dad’s hand. Actually a couple of 
fingers was about all his little grip could handle. The ice assaulted 
again. Joey slipped, tried hard to hang on, but his strength gave out 
and the white once again came up to meet him with a thump. A 
second brushing to reveal the new blue and this time Dad said, “You 
know, Son, maybe I better hold on to your hand.” He did. It made all 
the difference. The ice tried in vain. Joey would slip and stumble, but 
he never fell. Dad’s big strong hand never lost its grip.

Find yourself slipping? It is easy to do. The world can be so cold, so 
loveless. The blustery winds of falsehood pile up formidable drifts 
of indifference. The icy, slippery slopes of abortion and euthanasia 
seem to be getting steeper. We stumble over our own sin, our own 
inadequacies and mistakes. Oh, that God would take hold of our 
hands!

He does. It makes all the difference. We do not have to depend upon 
our strength to hold on to God. Though we stumble, though we feel 
helpless and hopeless and even defeated sometimes, we will not fall. 
The Lord upholds us with His hand!

Prayer: Father, take hold of our hands and guide us in Your ways. 
When we stumble, uphold us with Your strong hand of love and 
forgiveness. Amen.
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Day 10 – Hands That Are Even There

“[E]ven there your hand will guide me, your right hand will 
hold me fast” (Psalm 139:10 NIV).

In this section of Psalm 139, the Psalmist is answering the question of 
verse seven, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where can I flee 
from Your presence?” Then follows a series of “what ifs.” “What if I 
go here? Nope, can’t escape, You are there.” “What if I go this way? You 
are still there.” In verse nine we are given the extremes. “What if I go 
as far as the dawn?” That would mean the horizon, in Jewish thinking 
the farthest possible point east. “What if I go to the far side of the sea?” 
That would mean the other side of the Mediterranean Sea, the farthest 
possible point west for the Israelite. In other words, “What if I go as far 
away from You as I can possibly go, God?”

Our verse answers, “Even there … ” God’s hand of guidance is even 
there. God’s hand of security is even there. In other words, you cannot 
escape the hand of God. That, of course, can be very frightening when 
we think about it in terms of trying to hide from God’s wrath because 
of our sin. However, it can be very comforting when we think about it 
in terms of the presence of God’s mercy when we confess our sins.

“What if I make a mistake and engage in sex outside of marriage?” Even 
there God’s hand can guide you back to secondary virginity and hold 
you fast.

“What if I father a child and I am not married?” Even there God’s hand 
can guide you to fulfill your responsibilities and do what is best for this 
new life.

“What if I had an abortion and feel so guilty, so far away from God?” 
Even there God can guide you to His forgiveness and hold you fast in 
His love.

“What if my wife has severe Alzheimer’s and I am almost in despair 
watching her suffer?” Even there God’s hand will guide you and hold 
you fast in the comfort of His promises.

“What if …?” Even there!

Prayer: There are so many “what ifs” in our lives, dear God. When 
these make us feel separated from You, may Your Spirit remind us that 
even there we will be in Your hands. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Day 11 – Time in His Hands

“My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my 
enemies, from those who pursue me” (Psalm 31:15 NIV).

Although we may not use it as much as we would like, we are familiar 
with the phrase “time on my hands.” In this Psalm, however, David 
gives us a phrase that is not as familiar. He tells us that God has “time 
in his hands.” David makes it very personal, “My times are in 
[his] hands.” This was very comforting for David.

A look back tells us why. Times were tough for David. Prior to our verse 
he says, “I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my 
soul and my body with grief. My life is consumed by anguish 
and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my 
affliction, and my bones grow weak.”

Had Jack Kevorkian been around during David’s time he would have 
had a solution to offer. Knowing David’s relationship with God, he 
may even have quoted a Bible verse. “[There is] a time to be born 
and a time to die” (Ecclesiastes 3:2a). Can’t you just hear ol’ Jack? 

“Your time is about up, David. Why not end your anguish? Choose 
your time to die. I can help.”

I suppose it would have been tempting, but we can hear David’s 
response. “I’m going to trust in the Lord. He is my God (vs. 14).” 

“There is a time to die, but my times are in God’s hands. He makes 
those decisions. I will look to Him to deliver me from my distress 
according to His timetable. So, hit the road, Jack.”

Those promoting the “Right to Die” and physician-assisted suicide 
are taking time into their own hands. They do so in the name of the 
compassionate relief of suffering. (“Death is not the Enemy—Suffering 
Is,” read a Hemlock Society convention theme.)

As Christians, we know that it is the other way around. Death is our 
enemy. Christ has been victorious over death. As we await the final 
victory celebration of eternal life, we join David at times and are in 
anguish due to suffering of various kinds. However, we also join David 
in trusting in our God. He knows what He is doing. His timing is 
perfect. With David we take comfort in knowing that our times are in 
God’s hands.

Prayer: O Lord, when times are tough, help us remember and trust that 
our times are in Your hands. Amen.
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Day 12 – The High Hand of God

“Reach down your hand from on high; deliver me and rescue 
me from the mighty waters, from the hands of foreigners” 
(Psalm 144:7 NIV).

“It’s not fair! It’s not fair! You have more on your team than we do! Not 
fair!” Taunts like this have been coming from playgrounds for as long 
as I can remember. When we were kids and picked teams, we wanted 
things to be fair.

From the playground to the battleground, that’s where we go when 
we grow up. Still, we want things to be fair. As we battle daily with 
the obstacles that sin puts in our paths, we would like the odds to be 
at least even. It is frustrating when they are not, and most of the time 
they are not. That frustration exists on the sanctity of human life 
battleground. It doesn’t seem fair. There seems to be so many hands 
against us. The media doesn’t seem to be fair. The laws do not seem to 
be fair. “Not fair, not fair! They have more on their team than we do!”

“Not fair,” David could have cried out. He was surrounded by many 
hands, the hands of enemy nations, “the hands of foreigners.” They 
were causing him great distress and turmoil like “mighty waters.” 
David could have prayed for more hands on his team, but instead 
he prays for just one hand, the “hand from on high.” The high hand 
of God more than evens the odds. God’s high hand can deliver and 
rescue easily no matter how many hands are raised up against Him.

Maybe it is a personal battle with some sin in our life. Maybe it is a 
battle against those things caused by sin in general. Maybe it is the 
battle for the value of human life. Whatever the battle, no matter how 
unfair, no matter how many hands seem to be against us, we have the 

“hand from on high,” the high hand of God, on our side. God’s high 
hand does not always destroy our enemies and get them out of the way, 
but His hand does reach down and hold on to us and rescues us from 
being swept away by the “mighty waters.”

If our enemies knew this, the taunt would be reversed. “Not fair! Not 
fair! You have the high hand of God on your side!” They, of course, 
would be right!

Prayer: God in heaven, reach down with Your hand from on high; 
deliver us and rescue us from the many hands that cause us turmoil. 
With Your high hand upon us, give us confident hope whatever our 
battleground may be. Amen.
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Day 13 – Hands That Get No Respect

“They have harps and lyres at their banquets, pipes and 
timbrels and wine, but they have no regard for the deeds of 
the Lord, no respect for the work of his hands” (Isaiah 5:12 
NIV).

I’ll admit it is really tempting when talking about getting no respect 
to quote comedian Rodney Dangerfield! However, with all due respect 
for Mr. Dangerfield, I have decided to quote Pope John Paul II instead. 
In his Evangelium Vitae, he stated, “Consequently, when the sense 
of God is lost, the sense of man is also threatened and poisoned ….” 
He continues by quoting similar thoughts from the Second Vatican 
Council. “Without the Creator the creature would disappear … When 
God is forgotten the creature itself grows unintelligible.”

The people of Israel had lost respect for God. They were caught up in 
themselves. They were arrogant and lived in “great houses” and “fine 
mansions.” They were “heroes at drinking wine” and partied day and 
night. They called “evil good” and “darkness light.” Their lost respect 
for God led to loss of respect for the work of His hands. They looked 
down on others and denied “justice to the innocent.”

The vast majority of people in our country say they believe in God. It 
is our “sense of God,” our respect for God and His awesome holiness 
that has been lost. With this has come a loss of respect for the work of 
His hands and the denying of justice to the innocent. When there is 
no respect for the Divine, then Divine matters, such as life and death, 
are taken into human hands. Evil is seen as good and darkness as light. 
The creature “grows unintelligible.” Do not despair, however! The 
good news is the flip side of all of this. When there is respect for the 
Creator, respect for the work of His hands follows. When the Creator 
is seen in light of Who He is, the creature appears in a whole new and 
wonderful light. When the sense of God is found, the sense of His 
created beings becomes profound. When the Divine is acknowledged, 
Divine knowledge remains in His hands.

Rejoice that you are the wonderful work of His hands and that you 
have been “reworked” through the forgiving hands of Jesus, and let’s 
have Rodney Dangerfield, not our God, be the one who says, “I get no 
respect!”

Prayer: Heavenly Father, through Your Spirit working within us, 
increase our respect for You and for the works of Your hands. Amen.
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Day 14 – Unquestioned Hands

“This is what the Lord says—the Holy One of Israel, and its 
Maker: Concerning things to come, do you question me 
about my children, or give me orders about the work of my 
hands?” (Isaiah 45:11 NIV).

There are questions of such profound profundity that they are 
perilously problematic to ponder. For example, why is there a 
permanent-press setting on an iron? Or, why are there interstate 
highways in Hawaii? 

We can laugh and have fun with those kinds of questions. But the 
silly turns serious when we begin to question God about the work 
of His hands. A preborn baby diagnosed to have some disability is 
more often than not aborted in our country. This will only increase 
as genetic research makes known more and more diseases and other 
abnormalities prior to birth. There are even those who suggest that 
parents be given time after the birth of a child to determine if he or 
she lives or dies.

In the best seller Final Exit, author Derek Humphry looks forward 
to the day when right-to-die and assisted-suicide legislation will be 
prominent throughout our country. Then there will be a way to deal 
with “terminal old age.”

God, the Lord, the Holy One, the Maker, however, is not pleased 
when we question the work of His hand at any time in the spectrum 
of life. Prior to our text, those who do so are called “a potsherd among 
the potsherds of the ground” and “clay” that talks back to the potter. 

“Woe to him,” God says.

Ponder the perplexities of why Hawaii has interstates, but there is no 
need to question the work of God’s hands. He is, after all, God! Also, 
look again at our verse. We are not just the indiscriminate “work of 
His hand”; we are His “children.” Whatever unfathomable things may 
be on the mind of God, one thing is certain—so are His children. No 
question about it!

Prayer: Father, when we fall prey to questioning the work of Your 
hands, keep us mindful of Your awesome holiness, a holiness that we 
share in because we are Your children. Amen.
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Day 15 – Hands in Charge

“It is I who made the earth and created mankind on it. My 
own hands stretched out the heavens; I marshaled their 
starry hosts” (Isaiah 45:12 NIV).

If you are an astute student of the Bible, you probably realize that 
today’s verse, Isaiah 45:12, follows right after yesterday’s verse, Isaiah 
45:11. You may be called a “Doctor of Theology” if you also realize 
there is a reason for that other than the fact that twelve usually follows 
eleven!

God is saying, “You don’t have to question the work of my hands (vs. 
11) because I’m in charge (vs. 12). You know I’m in charge because 
my hands not only made mankind, they made everything—I mean 
everything!” This is a very inclusive verse. God made the earth, life 
upon that earth, and the heavens above. He is in charge.

Now the reason God is making such a big deal about being in charge 
and not questioning the work of His hands comes out in verse 13, 
which the astute Bible student will realize comes right after verse 12. 

“I will raise up Cyrus in My righteousness….” God is about to 
show favor to a heathen, foreign ruler to whom He will even give the 
titles “Messiah” and “My shepherd.” “What? Are you out of your mind, 
God? Why would you want to do that?” Oops! See how easy it is to 
question God’s control of things.

God did use Cyrus. He used him to defeat the Babylonians and 
allow the return of God’s people to their land so they could rebuild 
Jerusalem and the Temple.

Sometimes doesn’t it seem like God is favoring the “bad guy”? We pray 
and work hard so that a pro-life candidate might get elected, and he 
doesn’t. We push for legislation, and it doesn’t pass. We sponsor a life 
rally and hardly anyone comes. The Planned Parenthood open house, 
on the other hand, is brimming with people.

But this verse gives us the hope and the assurance that the hands that 
made it all are in charge of it all. God’s will for you, His people, is being 
accomplished whether through saint or scoundrel. Never give up! The 
controlling hands of the Creator are on your side!

Prayer: Creator, when things seem out of control, help me trust in Your 
control. Amen.
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Day 16 – Reacting to His Hands

‘“Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came 
into being?’ declares the Lord. ‘These are the ones I look on 
with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and 
who tremble at my word’’’ (Isaiah 66:2 NIV).

I remember being awed as a young fellow by a movie we saw in science 
class. In the movie, you were in a spacecraft taking off from the earth. 
The earth soon became a speck as you began to get a view of our 
entire solar system. Then the solar system became a speck, lost in the 
vastness of the Milky Way galaxy. Our spaceship kept climbing. The 
Milky Way became a speck among other galaxies. As we descended, 
we were given a reverse journey and once again realized how infinite 
things were. Instead of coming to a landing when we got back to 
earth, however, our ship headed straight toward a man walking along 
a road. Through “movie magic,” we became small enough to enter one 
of the pores of his hand. We saw the epidermis and then the dermis 
(See, I still remember those terms!). Our tiny ship entered one of the 
cells, and we saw how complex just one cell can be. We went into 
the nucleus of the cell, then the nucleoli, and before long we were 
winding our way along the twisted strands of DNA. Wow!

There are two perspectives for this “wow.” It can either be, “Wow, I’m 
sure lucky I came out on top of this evolutionary process!” or “Wow, 
how truly marvelous and awesome are all these things that came into 
being by His hand! Who am I that God should consider me?” It is the 
latter that our verse talks about. Our reaction to where we stand in 
relation to His creation is to be one of humility—a word that means 
being poor, needy, weak in comparison to someone or something else. 
We react with a “contrite spirit.” This is a spirit that has been stricken 
by the awareness of something bigger. We are to “tremble” at the work 
of His hands knowing that our “smallness” could be snuffed out in a 
breath.

It is this attitude, however, that God “esteems.” The Hebrew behind 
this word means to look upon, to regard with respect. James says, 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up.” Amazing, 
isn’t it? In all the vastness of the universe, of all the complex works of 
His hands, God has special regard for you! You are not some “lucky” 
part of it all. You are a designed part of it all, an esteemed part of it all. 
Wow!

Prayer: Creator, keep me humble by the works of Your hands that I 
might be esteemed in Your eyes. Amen.
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Day 17 – Hands That Reach Even to the Grave

“You will call and I will answer you; you will long for the 
creature your hands have made” (Job 14:15 NIV).

Job has had about enough. He just wants to hide from all his troubles, 
and he suggests a very good—though strange—hiding place. “If only 
you would hide me in the grave and conceal me till your 
anger has passed” (vs. 13). Job is saying, “When You are done being 
mad at me, God, give me a call.” Although Job is simply talking about 
hiding in the grave until God calls and not specifically about the 
resurrection, he does give us a picture of the resurrection. It will be a 
day when God will call. The bodies of the dead, lifeless as they are, will 
hear that call. Believers will be raised to eternal life.

But why? Why would God call out to the dead? Why would God 
reach out to those who are in the grave because of their sin and 
whose sin was itself an affront to His holiness? Why not just say 

“Good riddance”? Good question! And there is a good answer. We are 
creatures His hands have made. His hands did not make us for death 
but for life. When sin entered the picture and brought death to all, 
God did something about it. He stretched out His hands on a cross 
and paid the price He Himself demanded for sin. Death was rendered a 
stingless, defeated enemy—a necessary but temporary rest for the body 
as it awaits the call of the Creator.

Not only will we, as God’s created and redeemed creatures, hear 
that call, but God is longing to make the call. “You will long for the 
creature Your hands have made.” You are the object of God’s love. 
Death will not separate you from that love. His voice will call and His 
hands will reach out even to the grave, and you will be recreated and 
reshaped into the perfect creature God intended you to be in the first 
place.

Sometimes we may want to hide from our suffering the way Job did. 
Isn’t it a comfort and an encouragement to know, however, that God’s 
hands reach even to the grave? We know where we are going. We know 
what awaits us in the resurrection. “[O]ur light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all” (2 Corinthians 4:17 NIV).

Prayer: Lord of life, give us courage to endure the sufferings of this 
present age as we look forward to the age to come when we are called 
to our eternal glory. Amen.
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Day 18 – Hands That Reward

“But I said, ‘I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength 
for nothing at all. Yet what is due me is in the Lord’s hand, 
and my reward is with my God’” (Isaiah 49:4 NIV).

Who hasn’t felt like saying the words of today’s verse a time or two? 
It can be especially true of Lutherans For Lifers and members of other 
pro-life organizations. It can be so frustrating.

A little child looks at a picture of a 10-week-old fetus and calls it a baby. 
I reason for days, months, years with my next door neighbors, and 
they still can’t see that.

My daughter is unable to get an aspirin at school without my 
permission, but she does not need my permission to get an abortion. 
This seems like such a clear logical absurdity. Yet, hours and hours are 
spent arguing about parental consent at the highest levels, often with 
little success.

Years ago, Representative Henry Hyde correctly asserted the sorry 
condition of our society that a procedure like partial-birth abortion 
should even be debated. Yet, it took years to ban this procedure. 

LFL Life Chapters and Life Teams support local caring pregnancy 
centers, provide homes for unwed mothers, and extend forgiving arms 
to those caught in the abortion choice. Yet, such acts are not seen nor 
noted, and pro-lifers continue to be labeled as radical women-haters.
It can be frustrating. Do we spend all our “strength for nothing at all”?

NO! But we have to remember that we are not playing sports where 
the coach can pat us on the back. We are not working for wages 
that come on the 15th and the 30th. We are not storing up things on 
earth where moths destroy and thieves break in and pro-abortionists 
ridicule.

Our reward is with God. It is in His hand. Sometimes He may open it a 
little and we get a glimpse of “success” or a feeling of accomplishment. 
But often it is just there, in His hand. Someday, however, He will open 
it wide and you will hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Prayer: Gracious Father, help us to be faithful servants. May we not 
seek reward but be encouraged by our reward in Your hand. Amen.
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Day 19 – Hands That Fulfill

“Then he said: ‘Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who 
with his hands has fulfilled what he promised with his 
mouth to my father David’” (2 Chronicles 6:4 NIV).

“I would have become a Christian, but I knew too many” (Ghandi). 
“The church is full of hypocrites” (Mr. Typical-Response Smith). “If you 
knew what Ralph did when he wasn’t in church” (Ralph’s brother-in-
law).

Often Christians are accused of not fulfilling with their hands what 
they proclaim from their mouths. An opinion piece in the Chicago 
Tribune specifically attacked Lutherans for being more concerned 
about life before birth than after. Obviously this person did not know 
much about Lutherans For Life! There are LFLers across this country 
who are “fulfilling with their hands.”

What motivates people to reach out their hands? The answer is in 
today’s verse. What God promised with His mouth, He has fulfilled 
with His hands. Solomon is praising God for fulfilling His promise to 
David that a temple would be built in Jerusalem. God said it would 
happen. It did!

Of course, that wasn’t the first time! God said He would give His 
people a great land, and He did. God said He would make His people a 
great nation, and He did. God said he would redeem them from Egypt, 
and He did. God said He would protect and guide them, and He did.

Of course, that wasn’t the last time! God said He would bless the 
whole world through His people, and He did in Jesus Christ. God said 
He would atone for the sins of the world, and He did on the cross. God 
said He would bring life, and He did with an empty tomb. God said 
He would always be present with His people, and He is, through the 
indwelling of His Spirit.

What God promised with His mouth, He has fulfilled with His hands. 
As recipients of the work of His hands, we live with the grace that 
enables us to fulfill with our hands what our mouths proclaim. Doing 
always accomplishes more than saying.

“Look how they love one another” (Greeks of Christians).

Prayer: Give us grace, Lord, to do with our hands what we say with our 
mouths. Amen.
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Day 20 – Hands upon Us

“‘But now bring me a harpist.’ While the harpist was playing, 
the hand of the Lord came on Elisha” (2 Kings 3:15 NIV).

“Tapping” was a custom used by the local chapter of the National 
Honor Society in the little town of Garner, Iowa. After the decision 
was made as to who the new inductees would be, a member of the 
society would go to the student’s classroom, walk up and down the 
rows of desks and then “tap” the chosen one on the shoulder. It was 
always an exciting moment. It couldn’t be nearly as exciting, however, 
as what happens to Elisha in today’s verse. He is “tapped” by the hand 
of the Lord. The hand of God coming upon someone is most often 
used in terms of God’s judgment coming upon them. In this unique 
verse, however, the phrase seems synonymous with the more widely 
used phrase, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon ….” For after he is 

“tapped,” Elisha does what Spirit-filled prophets are into doing. He says, 
“This is what the Lord says …” and then goes on to share a message 
with King Joram of Israel. Now that’s exciting!

Do exciting things like that happen today? Does God “tap” us with 
His hand? How? Elisha lived during the days when being “tapped” was 
pretty direct. A little “mood music” from the harpist and zap, God’s 
hand is upon Elisha, and he proclaims God’s message. Things are 
different now. “[I]n these last days,” says the writer to the Hebrews, 

“he has spoken to us by his Son” (1:2a). God “taps” us by His Word 
made flesh, and through His Word written down, and attached to 
water and bread and wine. (Harpists are optional.)

It is no less exciting, though! When the hand of the Lord comes upon 
you through His Word, you are “tapped” as one of His chosen people. 
His Holy Spirit is at work through that Word. You can be emboldened 
to speak the truth to kings as Elisha did. You can be strengthened, 
motivated, and encouraged to serve Him in some other way. You can 
be assured of forgiveness, hope, and the glories of eternal life. You can 
be reassured of His presence and promises under the crosses of this 
life. The next time you read God’s Word, hear a sermon, or feast at 
His Table, think of it as God’s hand upon you. You are being “tapped.” 
What an honor! You are being empowered to serve. What a privilege!

Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we avail ourselves to Your means of grace, 
may Your hand be upon us, forgiving our sins and empowering our 
service. Amen.
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Day 21 – Mighty, Redeeming Hands

“In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this 
mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the Lord brought us 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery’’ (Exodus 13:14 NIV).

There you have it, folks, proof positive that there were Lutherans in 
the Old Testament. Who else would ask, “What does this mean?” So, 
what does this mean? First, we need to know what “this” is referring 
to. The reference is to the people of Israel consecrating every firstborn 
male to God. What does this mean? It was to remind the people of 
that last and tragic plague upon Egypt, the death of the firstborn. So 
hardened was Pharaoh’s heart, so stubborn was his mind, that he 
brought down God’s mighty hand of judgment.

What does this mean? Judgment upon Pharaoh and the evils of Egypt 
meant freedom for the people of Israel. With the same mighty hand 
that crushed Pharaoh’s heart, God delivered His chosen from slavery. 
He “brought” them out. It was His action, not theirs.

What does this mean? It means that God was at work then 
foreshadowing a similar action to come. With a mighty hand, God 
would lay the iniquity of us all upon Jesus. On the cross, God would 
crush His “firstborn,” His one and only Son. The mighty hand of 
judgment we deserved would fall upon Jesus.

What does this mean? This means freedom for you and me. We have 
been redeemed by God’s mighty hand. We are free from sin’s burden. 
We are free to live under the mighty hand of God’s grace.

What does this mean? We do not have to be perfect! We’re covered! 
If the Sanctity of Life Sunday festivities didn’t go as well as planned, 
the mighty hand of God is still at work. If we just don’t get everything 
done we wanted to get done and our dreams remain only dreams, the 
mighty hand of God is at work. When nothing seems to change, in 
spite of our hard work in the pro-life arena, the mighty hand of God is 
at work.

What does this mean? Relax! Be zealous, work hard, but leave the 
results and the “successes” up to God. His mighty, redeeming hand is 
always at work.

Prayer: Lord, thank You for Your mighty, redeeming hands. May the 
grace they have brought us give meaning to all we do for the sanctity 
of life. Amen.
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Day 22 – God’s Uplifted Hand

“Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I bring you 
into the land of Israel, the land I had sworn with uplifted 
hand to give to your ancestors” (Ezekiel 20:42 NIV).

“Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, [so help you God]?” Whether the God part is left in this oath 
or not, the idea of God remains in the gestures involved when this 
oath is administered. The left hand is placed on the Bible. If that part 
is also left out, there still remains the raising of the right hand. This 
gesture derives from the ancient custom of raising the hand or hands 
heavenward to invoke God as witness to the oath. Breaking such an 
oath was a serious matter and did not go unpunished.

The phrase “uplifted hand” is used twelve times in reference to God in 
the Old Testament. Once it is used describing His hand of judgment. 
All the other times it is used in connection with swearing an oath. So, 
what is God doing raising up His hand to God? For that matter, what 
is God doing taking an oath in the first place? If God says something, 
isn’t that good enough?

God’s uplifted hand has less to do with the validity of what God says 
and more to do with conveying the absolute certainty of that validity 
to His people. To paraphrase an old commercial, “When God speaks, 
people listen.” “When God swears, people really listen.”

What God uplifted His hand and swore most about in the Old 
Testament was freeing His people from their enemies and giving them 
the Promised Land. More than anything else He wanted them to be 
certain that He was the source of their redemption and their future 
hope. Regardless of what circumstances they might find themselves 
in, because of God’s uplifted hand they could be absolutely certain of 
these things.

The circumstances for God’s people today are much the same as they 
were back then. We experience the same kind of struggles, the same 
ups and downs in our life of faith, the same confrontation by our sin. 
However, our God is the same as well. His uplifted hands on the cross 
make us absolutely certain that He is the source of our redemption and 
our future hope.

Prayer: Lord God, thank You for the assurance Your uplifted hand gives 
to us. Enable us to live in the certainty of Your promises. Amen.
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Day 23 – God’s Hand of Victory

“It was not by their sword that they won the land, nor did 
their arm bring them victory; it was your right hand, your 
arm, and the light of your face, for you loved them” (Psalm 
44:3 NIV).

It has been said that if there is to be any kind of victory at all for the 
sanctity-of-life movement this side of heaven, it will not come from 
executive orders nor from legislative regulations nor from court 
decisions. Victory will come only when the hearts of the indifferent 
are changed. This is one of those “good news, bad news” situations. 
The bad news is that changing hearts is not an easy task. The good 
news is that the task of changing hearts, the task of bringing victory, 
is in the hand of God. Over and over again this is made clear in the 
Old Testament. The following verse summarizes it well: “You are my 
King and my God, who decrees victories for Jacob” (Psalm 44:4 
NIV).

This is good news for all of us as we struggle in our daily lives. Victory 
in our battles is in the hand of God. It is also good news for us who 
struggle in the pro-life movement. If victory lies in changing the 
hearts of the indifferent, then what encouragement there is in 
knowing that God has a hand in that! Only He can change hearts. 
Does that mean we can sit back and let Him get to work? Well, the 
answer to that is, “NO!” God’s hand will do the work all right, but He 
has given us the means through which He works. Our task is to share 
His Word of truth in regard to the sanctity of human life. That sharing 
can be done by the things we say, the teaching we do, or the Bible-
based materials we make available. It can also be accomplished by the 
things we do—demonstrating the truth of God’s love by opening our 
homes to women in a crisis pregnancy situation, volunteering at local 
caring pregnancy centers, participating in local Lutherans For Life 
events—the list can go on and on.

When God’s truth is shared in word and deed, then His Holy Spirit is at 
work. Do we always see the results? No. As the Lutheran Confessions 
put it, the Spirit works “when and where He chooses.” But He works! 
Will there be victory? Maybe, maybe not. Victory is not in our hands—
it is in God’s. We go about our task of sharing the truth, confidently 
proclaiming with Paul, “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Prayer: Lord, help us not give up in serving You. Victory is in Your 
hand. Amen.
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Day 24 – The Sign of the Healing Hand

“At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he 
healed them” (Luke 4:40 NIV).

Okay, check your photo gallery. How many pictures do you have of 
family vacations with people dutifully posed around a sign of some 
sort? “Welcome to Colorful Colorado” or “Old Faithful” or “Disney 
World” all take their share of space in family photo albums (or in 
boxes if you haven’t gotten that far yet). Of course, a sign, no matter 
how photogenic, is not the real thing. How silly it would be for us to 
gather around a sign that said “Drinking Water” and expect our thirst 
to be quenched! One of the things that drew more people to Jesus 
than anything else was His healing hands. That’s what is happening in 
today’s verse as people crowd in and around Peter’s house where Jesus 
is staying. We would have been there too, I suspect, with our cancer 
and Alzheimer’s and heart disease and AIDS. We would have sought 
after and welcomed those hands and the healing they brought.

As wonderful as those healing hands were, however, they were really 
only signs (attesting miracles) to something greater, a more perfect 
healing. In the following verses, we find that the evening crowds were 
back in the morning. They were trying to keep Jesus from leaving 
them. “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God 
to the other towns as well, because that is why I was sent” 
(vs. 43 Berean Study Bible). Jesus was not sent to heal. He was sent to 
preach good news. He was sent to be good news. He was sent to bring 
a healing of much greater worth, healing from the deadliness of sin. 
This required the laying of His hands on the cross as the nails, driven 
by our sin, pierced Him.

Still, the healing hands were important. They pointed to Jesus as the 
source of true healing. Healing hands are important today. When we 
stretch out healing hands of support to the pregnant teen, healing 
hands of forgiveness to the post-abortive woman, healing hands 
of understanding to the unwed father, healing hands of love to the 
suffering, we are signs pointing to something greater, Someone greater. 
It is not ourselves we want people to see, but Jesus. He has something 
to offer that we cannot—not just healing hands, but hands that bring 
eternal healing.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for Your healing hands, those that heal 
our diseases, those that heal our sin. Help us be Your healing hands to 
others. Amen.
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Day 25 – Our Two-Handed God

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one 
will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out 
of my Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29 NIV).

There is a small subdivision which I can see out of my office window. 
When I’m in a daydreaming mode, I can sometimes see children 
playing or families going for a walk. One afternoon I saw what 
appeared to be a mom and dad and their little girl. The little girl was 
walking between them, and each parent had hold of one of her little 
hands. It was the kind of scene you would like to capture in a portrait. 
Within those two hands, that little girl looked so safe and secure, so 
free of cares and concerns.

“Oh, To Be A Kid Again” might be a good title for our daydreaming 
portrait. We would like to feel safe and secure and be free of the 
multitude of cares and concerns that just seem to increase as we get 
older. Wouldn’t it be nice to just have someone else take care of us and 
guide us along safe and sound?

I think sheep must feel that way. Yes, sheep. That’s who Jesus is talking 
about in John 10. “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me” (vs. 27). Sheep need a guiding hand. Only 
when they have a shepherd watching over them can they say, “I shall 
not want.” Otherwise, they would just wander off and get themselves 
into big trouble. Being in the shepherd’s hand is their only hope.

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6a NIV) We, too, 
need the guiding hand of the Shepherd. We have it! Our verse today 
gives us a picture like the little girl with her parents. We have Jesus 
on the one hand and God on the other! It’s a double deity deal! Jesus 
says He has us in His hand and no one (or nothing, we might add) 
can snatch us away. If that is not enough, the Father, Himself, who 
is greater than all, has a grip on us that is just as secure. Within those 
two hands we walk, safely and securely. It is not always carefree in 
the sense of the absence of problems. It is carefree in the sense of the 
presence of the Shepherd, our doubled-handed God!

Prayer: Good Shepherd, You have given us eternal life. We look 
forward to dwelling in Your house. In the meantime, keep us in Your 
hand, both of them. Amen.
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Day 26 – Pierced Hands

“Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they 
pierce my hands and my feet” (Psalm 22:16 NIV).

We have referred to these hands before in our devotions. It is fitting 
as we near the end of our thirty days In the Hands of God to focus 
specifically upon them and what they have done and what they mean 
to us. We can focus upon those pierced hands in our iniquity—all 
the sin that we are and all the sin that we do—and be assured of His 
constant forgiveness and the peace that it brings.

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was on him” (Isaiah 53:5 NIV). We can focus upon those pierced 
hands in our grief—the grief caused by death, the death of the 
innocent, the death of the innocent children through abortion, 
maybe the death of your child through abortion—and we can grieve 
for Him and grieve for them and be assured of His comfort and hope.

“They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they 
will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and 
grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son” 
(Zechariah 12:10b NIV).

“Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you 
will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy” (John 16:22 
NIV). We can focus on those pierced hands in our doubt—the doubt 
caused by frustration, by the absence of change in our world and the 
ever-present disrespect for life—and know that He understands and 
invites us to continually “touch” Him through Word and Sacrament 
and be reassured.

“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe . . . Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe” (John 20:25, 27 NIV).

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us focus upon Your nail-pierced hands. Enable 
us to understand what they mean, and through that understanding, 
give us forgiveness, comfort, and assurance. Amen.
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Day 27 – Hands That Can Hold a Spirit

“Into your hands I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, 
O Lord, God of truth” (Psalm 31:5 Berean Study Bible).

Hanging there on the cross with nail-pierced hands, Jesus spoke 
of forgiveness for His enemies, of being forsaken by His Father, of 
finishing the work He was sent to do. After all had been accomplished, 
Jesus quotes David and commends His Spirit to the Father.

This prayer has been used ever since by Christians as they face death. 
It has been spoken by martyrs at the stake and by countless Christians 
who have faced death from disease or injury. It has been spoken by 
pastors at funerals. It is a powerful prayer acknowledging that the 

“good fight” is over and that there is a redeeming God waiting to 
welcome you home. It is worth noting, however, that David was not 
on his deathbed when he was inspired to pen these words. He was in 
the midst of life. He was in the midst of life’s struggles. Prior to this 
verse, David said he needed “refuge.” He sought “rescue.” He wanted 
to be saved from “the trap” his enemies had set for him. He finds help 
in all struggles by committing His spirit into the hands of God.

The word “commit” literally means “deposit,” like you would deposit 
your money in the bank to keep it secure. We can understand why 
David would use such a word. How comforting, right in the middle of 
life’s struggles, to have your spirit “on deposit” in the hands of God, 
especially a God who “redeems” and a God who is a God “of truth.”

“On deposit” in the hands of God. David knew. There is refuge. There is 
rescue. There is a way out of the traps of the enemy.

“On deposit” in the hands of God. You know, too. Right now, no matter 
what you are facing, no matter what circumstances are surrounding 
your life, no matter what traps have been set by the enemy or even 
what traps you may have fallen into, your spirit, your life, is in the 
hands of God. There is no other place as secure as that in which to seek 
refuge. There is no other source that can offer complete rescue. There 
is no other place that can enable you to avoid the traps or lift you out 
of them.

“Into Your hands I commit my spirit.” It’s a great prayer for death. 
It’s a great prayer for life.

Prayer: God of truth, into Your hands I commit my spirit. Amen.
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Day 28 – Right-Hand Rule

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2 Berean Study Bible).

In humble deference to all you “lefties” out there, in biblical times, 
being at someone’s right hand was the highest place of honor and 
authority. (If it’s any consolation, you could be left-handed and still 
be on the right hand!) Being at God’s right hand, of course, was the 
supreme place of highest honor and authority. Jesus took His rightful 
place at the right hand of the Father after His ascension into heaven. 
There are over twenty references to this in Scripture. So, what’s He 
doing there?

One of the things He is doing there is ruling over everything. Peter 
writes in 1 Peter 3:22 (NIV), “[ Jesus] is at God’s right hand—with 
angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.” He 
is seated and in control, as the Father says, “Sit at My right hand 
until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet” (Psalm 
110:1 Berean Study Bible).  Perhaps the most vivid picture of this rule 
is in Revelation 5 where Jesus, before sitting down at the right of the 
Father, takes a scroll from the Father’s hand. No one else in heaven or 
earth or under the earth was able to take this scroll and open its seals. 
Jesus does. What does the scroll contain? It contains word “pictures” 
of what has happened and what will happen in the lives of God’s 
people. The comforting part is that Jesus, in the supreme position of 
control and authority, has it all in His hands! He is in charge! He is 
ruling! You can take that personally! Your life is in the hands of Him 
who sits at the right hand. The famous “big three” that you face every 
day—sin, death, and the devil—are, indeed, enemies, and they cause 
us all kinds of hassles. However, they are defeated enemies, worthy 
of nothing except being a footstool for the One who defeated them 
through the blood of the cross. These enemies, along with everything 
else in the universe, are subject to Jesus. God, through His Son at His 
right hand, is in control. He is at work in our world. He is at work in 
our lives, getting things ready for the second sending of His “right-
hand man.” Until then, we are content to be in the hands of Him who 
is at the right hand of the Father.

Prayer: Jesus, You have ascended to the Father, and You rule from His 
right hand. Rule in our lives. Rule in our hearts, and give us confidence 
to face the day. Amen.
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Day 29 – Right-Hand Prayer

“Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us” (Romans 8:34 
NIV).

Yesterday we said that Jesus is at that supreme position at the right 
hand of the Father and rules over all things. But that is not all He does 
there. He is also praying there—for you!

When I was a lowly high school freshman, my trumpet teacher, a 
college student, decided to take me to a symphony concert in which 
her teacher was playing. He was first-chair trumpet for the Minnesota 
Symphony Orchestra. So there I was, my first time in a huge concert 
hall, listening to music with names I couldn’t pronounce. I was 
impressed. After the concert, I was taken backstage to meet this 
famous trumpeter as well as other orchestra members with names 
I couldn’t pronounce. I was impressed again. Then we were invited 
to eat at my teacher’s teacher’s house. It was the first time I had ever 
eaten somewhere where you had a choice of forks with which to eat 
the food that had names I couldn’t pronounce. I was impressed yet 
again. How could it be that a small-town trumpet player could end up 
eating in the home of a world-famous trumpet player? It was because 
of that famous adage, “I knew someone who knew someone”!

There is a more appropriate (though probably not so world famous) 
adage that describes today’s verse. “You are known by someone who 
knows someone!” Jesus knows you. He knows your name, the number 
of hairs on your head, and He knows what is in your heart, both the 
joys and the sorrows. He knows what you need. He knows what you 
should pray for even when you do not. When you are praying, or 
trying to pray, He knows what you mean. 

Jesus also knows the Father—extremely well! He sits at His Father’s 
right hand interceding for you. He asks the Father not to look at your 
sin but rather upon His own atoning sacrifice. He asks the Father to 
see you, through Him, as being righteous and holy. He interprets your 
prayers and requests and makes them known to the Father. Pretty 
impressive, huh? You are known by Him who knows the Father and 
sits at His right hand!

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for Your prayers on my behalf at Your 
Father’s right hand. May knowing that You are there for me enable me 
to live and serve You with confident hope. Amen.
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Day 30 – Welcoming Hands

“But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God” (Acts 7:55 NIV).

Without peeking, can you tell what is different about this passage 
compared to the last two where Jesus is at the right hand of God? If 
you said, “No,” go ahead and peek! If you said, “In this passage Jesus 
is standing, not sitting,” take the rest of the day off! You are exactly 
right! Of all the passages that picture Jesus at God’s right hand, it is 
only in Stephen’s vision of heaven that He is seen standing at God’s 
right hand. Remember what was happening? Stephen had made a 
strong case before the Jewish leaders, showing that Jesus was the 
Messiah. However, it didn’t sit well with the Jews when Stephen called 
them “Stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears” and 
then accused them of betraying and murdering their Messiah when 
they crucified Jesus. Apparently knowing what was about to happen, 
Stephen looked up to heaven and saw Jesus standing there at God’s 
right hand. When the Jews heard this, they had had enough. They 
rushed upon Stephen and stoned him to death.

What is the reason that Jesus is seen standing in this vision? 
I remember clearly the explanation offered by the now-sainted  
Dr. Martin Scharlemann at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He believed 
that Stephen saw Jesus standing up so that He could reach out His 
hands and welcome Stephen into heaven. It was most certainly a 
comforting vision for Stephen, and it is most certainly a comforting 
picture for us. When all is said and done, that’s what awaits us—the 
welcoming hands of Jesus. “In my Father’s house are many 
rooms … I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2 Berean Study 
Bible). Now we learn that He will be waiting at the door!

After our short stay in this world created by God’s hands; after we lay 
aside our earthly body, shaped by God’s hands in our mother’s womb; 
after we have been redeemed by God’s pierced hands and blessed by 
God’s open hands; after we have been guided and protected through 
all of life’s difficulties by God’s powerful, uplifted hand, we have this 
to look forward to: Jesus will stand up and receive us into eternal joy 
and peace with His outstretched and welcoming hands!

Prayer: Thank You, Father, for Your creating hand, Your redeeming 
hand, Your sustaining hand. Thank You for keeping us in Your hands 
until those same hands welcome us to share in glorifying You forever. 
Amen! Amen! Amen!
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