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Site Rotation Guide
The Even the Wind and Waves Obey Him lessons easily adapt to a site rotation format. 

Site rotation usually involves moving small groups of students from place to place while they 
do a different activity at each site. Small groups can be either the same age (all fourth grad-
ers)	or	multiple	ages	(a	few	students	from	each	grade).	

It is generally not advisable to include preschool aged children in site rotation, unless 
you can rotate just preschool children in their own area. These young ones benefit from the 
security	of	one	or	two	teachers/leaders	they	know	well.	

The number of sites in any one rotation is limited in part by your time schedule. For 
most Sunday Schools, this means a total of no more than four or five rotations. If you are 
using Even the Wind and Waves Obey Him in another setting, you have the opportunity to do 
even more rotations. Some choose to start with the whole group in a larger opening space, 
while others close in a large group. A sample schedule with four groups might look like this:

Opening
(all	groups)

Rotation
One

Rotation
Two

Rotation
Three

Rotation
Four

After the large group opening, each small group starts at a different place in the rota-
tion cycle. The groups then work their way through each of the rotation stops until they 
have completed the cycle.
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Choosing Sites
The choice of rotation activities is limited only by your physical space and imagination. 

We	strongly	recommend	that	Bible	Story	Presentation	be	one	of	your	stations.	By	using	the	
other	files	on	this	CD-ROM,	you	could	include	snacks,	crafts,	science	activities,	and	so	forth.	
Each site has its own site leader who teaches the same lesson content to each small group as 
they come through that particular site. Essentially, the leader ends up leading the same activ-
ity three to four times, depending on the number of small groups and sites in your schedule. 

If your facilities allows, it is possible to have more than one small group engaged in site 
activities at once. Just be sure your small group leaders are prepared to deal with the larger 
crowds and potential for interruption.

Rotation Groups
As we discussed earlier, your small groups could be made up of students who are all 

the same age, or of various ages. Each group should have approximately six to eight stu-
dents and at least one group leader. Consider using more mature junior high or high school 
students as your group leaders. Once groups get to more than eight students, consider add-
ing a second leader or splitting the group into two smaller groups. 

Give each of your small groups and group leaders a special identity. If you are using 
the overall “science” theme from Even the Wind and Waves Obey Him, you could name each 
of your small groups after things associated with a science lab (beakers, test tubes, Bunsen 
burners,	etc.).	Your	small	group	leaders	could	become	lab	assistants,	complete	with	lab	coats	
(see	Patterns	file	for	instructions).	For	more	information	on	forming	small	groups,	check	out	
the	Large	Group/Small	Group	file	on	this	Director	CD.




