
 God Leads in Cloud and Fire

Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

Lesson 1 
Exodus 13:17–14:31

To Prepare: Select volunteers to help act out the story as you tell it. You can be as elabo-
rate or simple with costumes and props as you desire. Characters include the following:

Moses—provide a robe and a staff.

The	people	of	Israel	(as	many	children	as	you	would	like)—provide	robes	and	carrying	bags.	
You could also include kids to play their flocks of animals.

The Egyptian army—provide shields and swords.

A pillar of cloud—wrap your volunteer in a white sheet, or provide a cluster of white balloons.

You	could	place	blue	tarps	or	sheets	on	the	floor	to	represent	the	Red	Sea.	Begin	with	Moses	
and	the	people	of	Israel	near	the	Red	Sea	with	the	pillar	of	God	in	front	of	them.

Say Today’s Bible story is in the Book of Exodus. Show the children where to find 
the story in a Bible. God told Moses to lead His people (the people of Israel) 
out of Egypt, where they had been slaves. The Lord went before them in 
a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. When the people of 
Israel looked up, they could see that God was always with them.

Pharaoh was the enemy Egyptian ruler. He and his people had many trou-
bles because he would not obey God. He finally let the people of Israel 
leave his country. Once they were gone and he realized how much he 
would miss his slaves, he was sorry that he ever let them go. This made 
Pharaoh order his chariots, horsemen, and horses to go after the people 
of Israel. Have the Egyptian army chase the people of Israel. When the people of 
Israel saw the Egyptian army chasing them, they were afraid. They cried 
out to God for help. God’s leader Moses told them not to be afraid, not to 
run, but to see how the Lord would save them. Moses comforted them by 
saying, “The Lord will fight for you” (Exodus	14:14).

God’s battle plan included an escape through the Red Sea. God told Moses 
to stretch out his hand over the waters. Have Moses stand at the edge of 
the	Red	Sea.	Then God sent a great wind that blew all night, dividing the 
waters of the Red Sea. Ask the children to blow softly to represent the wind 
as	you	“part”	the	tarp	or	sheet	representing	the	Red	Sea.	The people of Israel 
walked across on dry land, with a wall of water on the right and a wall of 
water on the left. The cloud of God stood between the Israelites and the 
enemy army. Move the Israelites across the water. Keep the pillar between them 
and the pursuing army.

The mean Pharaoh ordered his army to follow God’s people into the Red 
Sea. When they did, their chariot wheels became stuck in the mud and fell 
off. The army panicked.

After Moses and all the Israelites were safely across, the Lord had Moses 
stretch out his hand over the sea again. Have Moses move to the other side. 
The waters of the sea returned and filled in the place that had been dry. 
The waters covered the Egyptian chariots and horsemen. Not one of them 
lived. Cover the Egyptian army with the blue tarp or sheet.

God saved His people. They saw His great power and believed in Him.
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God Divides the Jordan River

Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

Lesson 2 
Joshua 3–4

To Prepare: You will need a Bible and a story bag filled with these items or pictures: twelve 
small	stones,	some	soil,	and	the	storytelling	pictures	from	Activity	Page	2	mounted	on	craft	
paper.	Place	each	item	or	picture	in	a	separate	zippered	plastic	bag.

If possible, seat the children in a large circle. As you introduce each of the storytelling props, 
pass it from student to student.

Say Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Joshua. Show the children where to 
locate	the	Book	of	Joshua	in	the	Old	Testament.	Place	the	open	Bible	near	you.

 The people of Israel waited at the edge of Jordan River to go into the land 
God had promised them. For forty years, they had been wandering in the 
desert. God’s faithful leader Moses had died. God had chosen Joshua to be 
the new leader of His people.

At the edge of the Jordan River, the people could see a large city named 
Jericho. That city had a high wall and strong gates. God had promised to 
fight alongside His people so they could conquer their enemies.

To prepare for battle across the river, God gave Joshua special instruc-
tions. Pass	Joshua.	Joshua listened to God’s commands. Joshua marched the 
people of Israel to the edge of the Jordan River and told them that God 
would be with them.

God’s people followed the priests and the ark of the covenant into the 
Jordan River. Pass	the	ark	of	the	covenant.	The ark of the covenant was a 
beautiful box covered with gold. Stored inside it were the stone tablets on 
which God had written the Ten Commandments. It also contained manna—
the food God gave His people to eat in the wilderness—and a special bud-
ding branch. As the ark passed by, the people knew that God was with 
them as they walked toward the Jordan River.

Pass	the	Jordan	River.	As soon as the feet of the priests stepped into the 
water, the waters of the Jordan divided and the ground became dry. Pass	
the priest’s feet. The water piled up high on one side of the river.

The priests walked to the middle of the river and stood there holding the 
ark for a long time while every boy and girl and every adult and animal 
walked across.

When at last all the people had crossed, God told Joshua to pick twelve 
men to build a memorial. Each of the men took one stone from near the 
place where the priests stood. They carried the stones across the river 
and piled them up at the place where the Israelites would spend the night. 
Pass	the	rocks.	The memorial reminded the Israelites of how God had led 
them into the Promised Land.
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God Divides the Jordan River

Continued

Lesson 2 
Joshua 3–4

After this, Joshua told the priests to come up out of the Jordan. As soon 
as the priests came to the edge of the river and set their feet on shore, 
the water began flowing again.

God used a miracle in the Jordan River to make a way for the people of 
Israel to enter the Promised Land. Pass	the	soil.
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 God Leads in Cloud and Fire

Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

Lesson 1 
Exodus 13:17–14:31

God Controls the Sun and the Moon
Lesson 3 

Joshua 10:1–15

To Prepare: Prepare	the	following	signs	and	props	and	give	them	to	volunteers	who	help	
tell the story:

One	student	with	a	sign	saying	“Promised	Land”

Two boys with a sign saying “Men from Gibeon”

Five	students	who	each	have	a	crown	or	a	sign	saying	“King	1,”	“King	2,”	“King	3,”	“King	
4,”	or	“King	5”

One boy with a sign saying “Joshua”

One student with a sign saying “God”

One student with a picture of the full sun

One student with a picture of the moon

One student with a bag full of ice cubes

One student with a sign saying “Victory”

Open your Bible to the Book of Joshua. Tell the children that today’s Bible story comes from 
God’s Word in the Old Testament. As you tell the Bible story, have the appropriate students hold 
up their signs or props.

Say Last week, we heard how God led His people through the Jordan River into 
the Promised Land—a special place where God said His people would live. 
In that land were many cities, such as Jericho. In these cities were people 
who did not believe in God. Enter	the	student	with	the	sign	saying	“Promised	
Land.”

God led the people of Israel to defeat the people of Jericho. They marched 
around and around the city walls until God made the walls fall down. Do 
you remember that story? Give the children time to answer. People in other 
cities heard about what had happened in Jericho. They worried that the 
people of Israel and their powerful God would defeat them.

Enter the men from Gibeon. Living in Gibeon were powerful and strong men. 
Even though these men were skilled fighters, they were afraid of the peo-
ple of Israel. So they tricked Joshua and the people of Israel into a special 
agreement. The agreement said the men of Israel would fight with the 
men of Gibeon rather than against them.

It wasn’t long until the men of Gibeon heard some bad news. Enter the five 
kings. Five kings had joined their armies together and planned to attack 
Gibeon. The men of Gibeon sent news to Joshua, begging for help. Enter 
Joshua. God told Joshua not to fear the enemy. God said that He would win 
the battle for them. Joshua and his army traveled all night. Enter God.
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God Controls the Sun and the Moon

Continued

Lesson 3 
Joshua 10:1–15

When Joshua reached the battlefield, he asked God to make the sun 
and the moon stand still. Enter the sun and moon. God answered Joshua’s 
prayer. The sun stood still in the heavens and did not go down for about 
a whole day. Enter the child with the ice. God also sent hailstones to rain on 
the enemy. Those hailstones killed many people.

Joshua captured the five kings. In a spectacular way, God controlled the 
sun and the moon. God sent hail. God gave His people a mighty victory. 
Hold up the word victory.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

Lesson 4 
Judges 6:36–40

God Answers Gideon’s Prayer with Dew

To Prepare: Make	a	storytelling	strip	from	the	pictures	on	Activity	Page	4.	You	may	want	to	
enlarge	the	pictures,	depending	on	the	size	of	your	group.	Cut	apart	the	two	strips,	and	attach	A	
to B. Use it to tell the Bible story. Make a background from the shield pattern in the craft guide.

Cut slits as shown on the shield pattern so that you can thread the storytelling strip through 
the shield as you tell the Bible story. On the back of the strip, write, “God hears your prayers. He is 
the one and only God who fights for you.”

Open your Bible to the Book of Judges. Tell the children that today’s Bible story comes from 
God’s Word in the Old Testament. Show them the shield.

Say Our Bible story takes place a long time ago, even before Jesus was born. It 
was a time when the Israelites forgot about God and how good He had been 
to them. Instead of worshiping Him, they worshiped an idol called Baal.

Near the Israelites, the Midianites (MID	ee	un	ites) lived in tents. They 
moved there in search of good pasture and water for their cattle. Soon 
the Midianites were acting like bullies. They were stealing food from the 
Israelites. Life was so bad that the Israelites hid in caves, afraid of the 
Midianites.

Even though the Israelite people had forgotten about God, He had not 
forgotten them. He chose Gideon to be a leader. He wanted Gideon to 
tear down the idol Baal and then to lead the Israelites to fight against 
the Midianites. In faith, Gideon and some other men knocked down the 
idol Baal. Then Gideon gathered troops for a big fight against the huge 
Midianite army. Show the background shield.

While messengers were going throughout the land to get soldiers, Gideon 
prayed. He wanted to be sure that the Lord would help him in battle. Show 
the first image on the story strip. Gideon asked for a sign as a guarantee or 
promise that God would help him. He asked God to let there be dew on 
a piece of wool called fleece and to let the ground be dry all around the 
fleece. Do you know what dew is? Dew is moisture from the air that makes 
tiny drops on outdoor objects and surfaces that have cooled, especially 
during the night. Gideon knew it would be very unusual for the fleece to be 
wet and the ground to be dry.

When morning came, the ground was dry, but the fleece was covered with 
dew. Move the story strip to the next picture. The fleece was so wet that Gideon 
could wring out water. Wring your hands to show what Gideon did.

Still Gideon wondered if God was really going to help him drive away the 
mean Midianites. Gideon wasn’t sure that God was going to fight for him, 
so he prayed again. This time Gideon asked God not to be angry with him 
but to give him another sign. Gideon asked for the fleece to be dry and the 
ground around it wet. Show the next picture. What do you think happened? 
You are right. The ground was wet and the fleece was dry.

God answered Gideon’s prayers. God used nature in a special way—a super-
natural way. He can do that because He is the Creator of nature. He is 
almighty. He is the one and only God who fights for us!
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Rains Fire
Lesson 5 

1 Kings 18

To Prepare: Use	the	two	pictures	from	Activity	Page	5	to	help	you	tell	the	Bible	story.	You	
may need to enlarge them for a bigger group. Cut apart and color the scenes and figures. Use a 
glue stick to attach the figures to the scenes while you are telling the Bible story.

Show	the	children	where	to	find	the	Book	of	1	Kings	in	the	Bible.

Say King Ahab and his people worshiped the false god Baal. Because they would 
not believe in the true God, no rain fell in the land for a long time. This 
made the king angry. He was angry with Elijah, God’s prophet. But God 
loved the king and all his people, so He asked Elijah to go to the king. God 
wanted King Ahab and his entire kingdom to believe in Him as the one true 
God. Elijah told the king that it was time for a test to see which god was the 
true God.

The king agreed and sent for the prophets of Baal. They gathered at Mount 
Carmel. Elijah said, “Some of you believe in my God, and some of you 
believe in Baal. Let’s find out who is the true God. Then let’s all believe in 
Him.”	Show	scene	1	(the	rock	pile).

Elijah told the prophets of Baal the rules. He said, “Get two bulls. You kill 
one of them and lay the meat on an altar. I will kill the other and lay the 
meat on an altar. Then you will pray to your god, and I will pray to my God. 
We will see which one sends fire from heaven to burn up the meat. The one 
who can send fire will be our God. We all will believe in Him.”

The people said, “Your plan is a good one. We will follow it.”

The prophets of Baal put their gift on the altar. Add	the	wood	to	scene	1.	Add	
the	cut-up	bull	to	scene	1.	Then the prophets of Baal prayed to their god, ask-
ing him to send fire. They prayed from morning until noon, but no fire 
came. They danced around the altar, but no fire came.

Finally, it was Elijah’s turn. Show	scene	2.	He rebuilt an altar with twelve 
stones and added wood and the gift of his bull on the altar. Use the glue stick 
to	add	the	wood	and	the	bull	to	scene	2. Elijah told some men to pour water on 
the meat, on the wood, and on the altar. He also told them to fill the ditch 
around the altar. Add	the	jars	of	water	beside	the	altar	in	scene	2.

When the altar was prepared, Elijah prayed to God. He said, “O, Lord, make 
us know that You are the only true God.” Then the Lord rained down fire 
from heaven. Add	the	fire	to	scene	2.	It burned the gift. It burned the wood. It 
even burned the stones of the altar and dried up the water in the ditch.

When the people saw this, they fell on their faces and cried, “The Lord is God! 
The Lord is God!” After this, it rained once again in King Ahab’s country.

God loved His people so much that He sent Elijah to challenge the prophets of 
Baal. Now all the people who were there saw that the Lord was the true God.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Carries Elijah to Heaven in a Whirlwind
Lesson 6 

2 Kings 2:1–14

To Prepare: Before class time, select a few volunteers. You will need an older adult to play 
Elijah, a young adult or teen to play Elisha, and a few children to play two groups of young proph-
ets.	Provide	Elijah	with	an	old	coat.	As	you	tell	the	Bible	story,	have	your	volunteers	act	out	the	
story.

Say Today’s Bible story is from the Book of 2 Kings. Use your Bible to show the 
children	where	to	locate	2	Kings.	Then	begin	telling	the	Bible	story.

God’s prophet Elijah had worked hard to destroy idol worship in Israel and to 
help the people of Israel serve God. Now he was old, his work was over, and 
God was ready to take him to heaven. Elijah and Elisha walk together.

God had already chosen Elisha to be the next great prophet. Elisha knew 
that soon God was going to take Elijah. Elijah and Elisha stop walking, panto-
mime talking.

Elijah, too, knew that he would soon go to heaven. He made his last trip to 
Bethel and Jericho, where many young prophets studied about God. Elijah 
and Elisha walk toward one group of young prophets, where they pantomime talking, 
and then move on to the other group, where they also pantomime talking. At both 
places, the prophets asked Elisha, “Do you know that the Lord is going to 
take Elijah today?”

Both times Elisha said, “Yes, I know it.”

At both places, Elijah told Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord wants me to go on.”

But Elisha insisted that he would not leave his dear teacher, so the two 
went on together. The prophets from the school at Jericho followed as far 
as the Jordan River. Elijah and Elisha walk on, with one group of prophets follow-
ing them. They all stop. 

When Elijah and Elisha reached the Jordan River, the old prophet took off 
his coat, wrapped it, and hit the water with it. Elijah pantomimes doing so. At 
once, the waters parted, and there was a dry path through the river. Then 
the two walked across to the other side. Soon the young prophets lost sight 
of Elijah and Elisha. Elijah and Elisha walk forward together. Then they stop and 
pantomime talking.

Elijah asked Elisha, “What do you want me to do for you before I am taken 
away?”

Elisha said, “Let me have a double portion of your spirit.”

Elijah knew that only God could give such a gift. Therefore, he said, “If you 
see me when I am taken away, then you will know that God will give you a 
double portion of my spirit.”

On and on the two men went. Elijah and Elisha walk together. Suddenly, a char-
iot and horses of fire separated them. In a great whirlwind, Elisha saw his 
dear old friend leave this world. He knew Elijah would not be with him any 
more. Looking upward, he called, “My father! My father!” Exit Elijah, leaving his 
coat behind.
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God Carries Elijah to Heaven in a Whirlwind

Continued

Lesson 6 
2 Kings 2:1–14

The chariot and Elijah soon disappeared in the clouds; Elisha could not see 
them anymore. When Elisha looked down, he saw the old coat that Elijah 
had worn. He picked up the coat and started back to the land of Israel. 
When he reached the Jordan River, the prophets were still on the other side. 
Elisha walks, stopping when near the prophets.

Just as Elijah had done, Elisha wrapped the coat together and hit the water. 
Elisha pantomimes doing so. He said, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” And 
the waters parted, just as they had before. Now Elisha knew that God was 
with him, giving him strength to do the work God had for him to do.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Heals in the Jordan’s Waters
Lesson 7 

2 Kings 5:1–14

Before class, select students to play each of the parts in the skit. Give each a copy of the skit 
on	this	page.	Give	Naaman	a	letter	(piece	of	paper).	You	will	need	these	parts:

Narrator
Naaman
Naaman’s wife
Israelite servant girl
King of Syria
Jehoram, King of Israel
Naaman’s	servants	(two	or	three)
Elisha’s messenger

Narrator: Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his 
master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was a very 
brave man, but he was a leper.

Israelite servant girl: (to Naaman’s wife) If my lord, Naaman, could go see the prophet 
who is in Samaria, he could be cured of his leprosy.

Naaman: (to King of Syria) Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.
King of Syria: (to Naaman)	Go	now,	and	I	will	send	a	letter	to	the	king	of	Israel.
Narrator: Naaman	went,	taking	with	him	10	talents	of	silver	(750	pounds	or	about	$25,000),	

6,000	shekels	of	gold	(150	pounds	or	about	$40,000),	and	10	changes	of	clothes.	He	took	a	let-
ter from the king of Syria written to Jehoram, or Joram, the king of Israel.

Naaman and his servants walk to Jehoram. Naaman hands him a letter.
Jehoram: (reads the letter aloud) When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you 

Naaman, my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy. (Tearing his clothes) Am I God? Can I 
kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of leprosy? See 
how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!

Narrator: When Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he 
sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will 
know that there is a prophet in Israel.” So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood 
at the door of Elisha’s house.

Naaman and his servants walk to Elisha’s messenger.
Elisha’s messenger: Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be 

restored, and you shall be clean.
Naaman: (angrily) Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call 

upon the name of the Lord his God and wave his hand over the place and cure me of my leprosy. 
Are	not	Abana	and	Pharpar,	the	rivers	of	Damascus,	better	than	all	the	waters	of	Israel?	Could	I	
not wash in them and be clean? (Turns and walks away in a rage)

Naaman’s servants: (coming near to Naaman) My father, it is a great word the prophet has 
spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, “Wash, and be clean”?

Narrator: So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the 
word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Reverses the Sun’s Shadow
Lesson 8 
2 Kings 20:1–11; Isaiah 38:1–8

To Prepare: Provide	one	copy	of	Activity	Page	8	for	each	child	to	use	with	crayons	as	you	
tell today’s story. Have a Bible on hand.

Say Today’s Bible story happened a long time before Jesus was born. It is 
recorded in the Old Testament Book of Isaiah. The story is about a king 
named Hezekiah. Each crown on your page stands for King Hezekiah. As 
I tell you the Bible story, color in the place on your paper that tells about 
the same part of the story.

King Hezekiah loved God and wanted the people of his country to worship 
only the true God. As a ruler, he tried to get rid of idols in his kingdom. 
King Hezekiah looked to God for help. When other people attacked his 
country, King Hezekiah prayed to God.

Today’s story begins when Hezekiah was very sick. Pause	so	the	children	can	
color in the top step. Isaiah was God’s prophet at this time. God’s prophet 
spoke God’s words. God gave Isaiah a message for the king. Isaiah told 
King Hezekiah to get ready because he would soon die. Pause	so	the	children	
can color in the next step. King Hezekiah was very sad to hear Isaiah’s news. 
He cried and prayed. He asked God to remember him and let him live. The 
children color in the next step.

Once again, the word of God came to Isaiah. Then Isaiah came to King 
Hezekiah with good news. Isaiah said that God had heard King Hezekiah’s 
prayer and would grant him fifteen more years to live. He also said that 
God would deliver the city from the threat of their enemy—the Assyrian 
army. Pause	for	the	children	to	color	the	next	step.	As a sign that He would 
keep His promise, God did something unusual. He moved the sun’s shad-
ow back on a special set of stairs that were used for telling time. Pause	for	
the children to color the bottom step. 

God heard Hezekiah’s prayer and kept His promise to extend Hezekiah’s 
life and deliver the Israelites. Have the children write the word sign in the blank 
on the right of the activity page.
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God
<! Crown !> was very sick.

Isaiah, God’s prophet, told  

<! Crown !> to get ready  

because he would soon die.

<! Crown !> prayed and asked God  

to remember him. He cried bitter tears.

Isaiah came again with news that God would add  

fifteen years to <! Crown !>’s life and deliver  

the city from the Assyrian army.

As a sign of His promise to <! Crown  , God moved 

the sun’s shadow back ten steps. Then <! Crown !>  

believed God would heal him.

gave

a ___________
of His

promise.

Hezekiah

Activity Page 8
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

Jesus Calms a Storm
Lesson 9 
Luke 8:22–25

To Prepare:	Practice	telling	the	Bible	story	and	doing	the	actions	before	class.

Ask the children to talk about the worst storm they can remember. On the board, list 
the words and phrases they use to identify what made them feel afraid. Then continue.

Say In today’s Bible story, we hear about some other people who were 
afraid.

Open a Bible and place it near you as you tell today’s Bible story. Gather the children 
around you with their chairs in a circle. Ask the children to do the actions that you do as 
you tell the Bible story. The children begin standing to the right side of their chairs.

Say Today’s Bible story comes from God’s Word in the Book of Luke. Watch my 
actions. Listen to my words, and follow along.

One day, Jesus got into a boat with His disciples. Step in front of chair and sit 
down. He told them to sail across the lake to the other side. Point	across	the	
room. Just after they set sail, Jesus fell asleep. Place	your	hands	under	your	
head as if you are asleep.

Soon a windstorm came upon them. The wind blew the water into big waves 
that began to spill into the boat. Stand up. Make swirling motions with your 
hands.

The disciples were afraid. Show fear. They woke up Jesus and cried out, 
“Master, Master, we are going to die!” Pretend	to	wake	someone. Jesus 
awoke. Stretch and yawn. Jesus rebuked the wind and waves. Shake finger as 
if scolding. At once, the wind stopped. The water was calm. The boat with 
Jesus and His disciples sailed on. Sit down again.

Jesus asked His disciples, “Where is your faith?” Place	hands	out	to	side	as	
if questioning. He wanted the disciples to trust that He would take care of 
them even in the storms of life. Place	both	hands	over	heart.

The disciples were afraid again. Open eyes wide. This time they were afraid 
because they saw what Jesus could do with His almighty power. They 
wondered how this man could make the wind and waves obey Him. Scratch 
head as if wondering.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

Jesus Heals with Mud
Lesson 10 

John 9:1–7

To Prepare: Before class, select students to act out the parts in today’s lesson. You will need 
someone to play Jesus and someone to play the blind man, as well as a group of children to play 
the disciples. Instruct them to act out the story as you are telling it.

Say Before Jesus was born, God promised a Savior who would do miracles to 
prove He was Christ, the Son of God. In today’s Bible story, Jesus does 
one. Let’s find out what happened.

Open a Bible and place it near you as you tell today’s Bible story.

Say Our Bible story is written in the Book of John.

While Jesus was walking along with His disciples, He saw a man who was 
blind. Jesus knew that this man had been blind his whole life. Enter Jesus, 
His disciples, and the blind man. Jesus’ disciples thought the man was blind 
because someone had sinned, so they asked, “Teacher, who sinned. Was it 
this man? Or was it one of his parents?”

Jesus answered the question. He wanted His disciples and other people to 
know exactly who He was. He told the disciples that the man’s blindness 
was not the result of a special sin that either he or his parents had done. 
The man was blind so that Jesus could do the work of God. The works of 
God can only be done by God. The people wondered if Jesus was saying 
that He was God. Yes! Jesus was saying that the man was blind so that 
Jesus could show that He was God. Jesus went on to say that He was the 
light of the world.

Do you know what Jesus did next? Jesus picked up some soil from the 
ground. Then He spat on it and made some mud. Then the Bible says that 
Jesus anointed the blind man’s eyes. He placed mud on the blind man’s 
eyes. Then He spoke to the man and told him to go wash in the pool of 
Siloam (sigh	LOW	um). The blind man believed and hurried to the pool. He 
bent over, washed off the mud, and came back seeing. It was a miracle. 
He saw people, trees, and houses. He saw animals and his family. Later in 
the Book of John, we find out that this blind man also saw something with 
some special eyes, the eyes of faith. With those eyes, He saw that Jesus 
was the light of the world and believed in Him. He saw that Jesus was the 
Christ, the one whom God had anointed with power to preach Good News 
and heal the blind. He saw that Jesus was his Savior. Exit everyone except 
Jesus.

People who do not believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Savior of the world, 
have a special kind of blindness. However, people who have been given 
faith through Baptism and God’s Word see Jesus as Christ, the Son of God.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Opens the Earth
Lesson 11 
Matthew 27:45–55, 62–66; 28:1–15

To Prepare: As you tell the Bible story, you will need a Bible, scissors, crayons, glue or glue 
sticks,	and	one	copy	of	Activity	Page	11	for	each	student.

Distribute	Activity	Page	11,	scissors,	crayons,	and	glue	or	glue	sticks	to	each	student.	Ask	stu-
dents to cut out the strip of story figures before you begin telling the Bible story. When the children 
have finished, continue.

Open your Bible and place it near you. Tell the children that today’s Bible story comes from the 
Book of Matthew.

Say Your paper has three sections—one section for each part of our Bible story. 
Before you hear the story, fold your paper along the dotted lines so that you 
look at the first picture—the one with the crosses. Check to see that the children 
understand the directions. Once they are ready, begin.

Part 1. At the time Jesus died on the cross, a large and special curtain in the 
temple church tore from top to bottom. The earth shook and many rocks 
split. When a soldier at the foot of the cross saw the earthquake and other 
things that took place, he and others who were there were filled with awe. 
What the soldier had seen and heard caused him to say, “Truly this was the 
Son of God.”

Glue your soldier at the bottom of the cross. Color the sky dark and add 
some split rocks.

Part 2. Turn your paper to scene 2. After Jesus had died, some important 
church men went to Pilate to put a guard at Jesus’ tomb. These church men 
remembered that Jesus had said He would rise to life after three days, and 
they did not want that to happen. The tomb was sealed and guards were 
placed outside His tomb. Ask the children to seal the tomb by coloring around the 
edge of the large stone. Glue the guard into position beside the tomb.

Part 3. Turn your paper to scene 3. Early on Easter morning, just as the 
sun was coming up, there was a violent earthquake. Once again, God used 
the quaking earth to announce His Son’s victory. An angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven and rolled back the large stone that was in front of Jesus’ 
grave. Suddenly an angel in bright white clothing frightened the guards.

The angel was waiting when Mary and Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb. 
He said that the women should not be afraid. He told them the wonderful 
news that Jesus was not there—that He had risen from the dead. The angel 
invited the women to see for themselves that Jesus was gone and then to go 
quickly and tell others.

The women hurried away. They were excited about what they had seen and 
surprised by what the angel said.

On the way back to Jerusalem, they suddenly met Jesus. Both women fell 
down at His feet. Jesus greeted them and told them to go and tell His dis-
ciples that He would soon come.

Now that we have finished part 3 of the story, add the angel outside the 
tomb. Color the morning sunshine. Then use your Activity Page to retell 
today’s good-news Bible story.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Rescues through an Earthquake
Lesson 12 
Acts 16:20–34

To Prepare:	For	each	student,	make	a	copy	of	Activity	Page	12.	Also	provide	scissors	and	
glue or glue sticks.

Distribute	copies	of	Activity	Page	12,	scissors,	and	glue	or	a	glue	stick	to	each	child.	Before	
telling the Bible story, ask the children to cut apart the strips and spread them out so they can see 
them. During the storytelling, they will find out when to put the strips together to form a chain.

Once the children are ready, open your Bible to the Book of Acts and place it near you.

Say Our Bible story for today is from the New Testament book in the Bible 
called the Acts of the Apostles.

After Jesus rose from the dead and spent time with His disciples, He 
returned to heaven. Then God sent His Holy Spirit to give people power to 
tell others what Jesus had done.

God’s Spirit gave Paul and Silas power to tell others about Jesus. They trav-
eled to many cities telling different people about Jesus. Once, while they 
were in Philippi, some people had them arrested for healing a girl who 
had an evil spirit. The rulers of Philippi had Paul and Silas beat with rods 
and thrown into prison. There the jailer had strict orders to lock them up 
securely, so he fastened their feet in stocks, chaining them to the wall. 
Stocks are a kind of punishment device that kept their feet from moving.

Now that you have heard the first part of the story, glue together the ends 
of chain 1. Wait as the children complete the directions.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were awake praying and singing hymns. 
Other prisoners were listening. Pause	here.	Wait	as	the	children	weave	chain	2	
through	chain	1	and	glue	the	ends.

Suddenly, there was a great earthquake. The prison foundations shook. The 
doors opened. The jailer was sure that all the prisoners had escaped. He 
was so upset that he was about to kill himself, but Paul called out, “Do not 
harm yourself. We are all here.”	Add	chain	3.

The jailer was surprised. The jailer was amazed. He called for a light. He 
rushed in to see for himself if this news could be true. When he saw Paul 
and Silas, he fell down trembling before them. The jailer wanted to know 
how he could be saved from his sins. Add the fourth chain.

Paul and Silas were eager to speak God’s Word to the jailer. They told him 
to “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” In thanks, the jailer 
took Paul and Silas to his home. He washed their wounds. Paul and Silas 
told the jailer and His family more about God’s Son, Jesus. Then, the jailer 
and his entire family were baptized. Add the last chain.

In this Bible story, God used something natural—an earthquake—to bring 
the jailer and his family to faith in the Lord Jesus. While Paul and Silas were 
in a prison, they were able to tell the jailer about the prison of sin and the 
Savior who came to free him and all people from their sins.

If you have a classroom altar, place the chains on the altar. Use them to review 
today’s Bible story.
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Large-Group Bible Story Presentations

God Preserves in a Storm
Lesson 13 
Acts 27:13–44

To Prepare: Recruit	a	number	of	volunteers	to	play	the	characters	in	the	Bible	story.	You	will	
need	at	least	Paul,	Julius,	and	a	few	sailors.	Have	them	listen	and	act	out	the	account	as	you	read.

Ask If you were riding in a boat, what would you wear or have nearby to be 
safe?	(A	life	jacket)	Some people use flotation devices called life preservers. 
Today’s Bible story activity uses a life preserver. You will hear about a 
storm and a shipwreck—and about God who preserves His people.

Paul was a prisoner under the care of a centurion named Julius. Julius 
was in charge of finding a cargo ship to take Paul and some other prison-
ers from a city in Judea to Rome in Italy. As they traveled from place to 
place, a strong storm called a “northeaster” moved their ship off course 
into open waters. The violent wind battered the ship. The sailors tied 
ropes around it to hold it together. They threw overboard ropes and other 
things they didn’t need.

Day after day, the storm went on, with great waves rolling over the edge 
of the ship. When everyone was frightened, Paul stood up in front of 
everyone and said, “Be of good cheer, an angel of the Lord said to me that 
I would stand before the ruler in Rome. He also said that all of you would 
live, but first we must land on an island.” The storm went on for fourteen 
days.

Finally, the sailors thought that land was near. Paul urged the sailors to 
eat some food for they had not eaten much during the storm. He took 
bread and gave thanks to God before they ate. There were two hundred 
seventy- 
six people on board. After they had eaten enough, they threw out into the 
sea what food was left so the ship might be less heavy.

As soon as day dawned, they thought they could run the ship onto the 
land. The front part of the ship ran aground, but the rear part began to 
break in pieces. Just as the prisoners were beginning to hope for their 
lives, something else happened. The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners, 
for they feared they would all escape. Julius the centurion wanted to save 
Paul’s life and kept the soldiers from killing the prisoners. He commanded 
those who could to swim to shore. The rest went ashore riding on broken 
boards from the ship. God preserved everyone—all two hundred seventy-
six.  Not one life was lost.
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