
Exodus 13:17–14:31
God Leads in Cloud and Fire

Middle and Upper Grades

Lesson 1

Key Point

Through a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire, God 
was with His people and rescued them from 
their enemies. Through Word and Sacrament, 
God is with us and rescues us from our enemies: 
sin, death, and the devil.

Law/Gospel Points

Because of my sin, I doubt God’s presence and 
power to save me. Even though I doubt, 
through Word and Sacrament, God is with 
me and saves me from sin, death, and 
the devil.

Connections

Bible Words 
The Lord is my strength and my song, and He 
has become my salvation. Exodus 15:2

Faith Words 
salvation,	omnipotent/omnipotence

Hymns 
When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land  
(HS98 825)

Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer  
(LSB 918; LW 220; TLH 54)

I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus  
(LSB 729; LW 408; TLH 428)

Lift High the Cross  
(LSB 837; LW 311)

Catechism 
Apostles’ Creed: First Article

Holy Baptism

    9

Materials Needed

Teacher 
Tools

2
God Speaks

3
We Live

4
Closing

Teacher 
Tools

Teacher 
Tools

Reproducible Pages 
1A and 1B (optional)
Resource Pages 3, 
12, and 13 (optional)

Hymnals

Resource Page 1

Resource Page 2

1
Opening

LSB=Lutheran Service Book; HS98=Hymnal Supplement 98; 
LW=Lutheran Worship; TLH=The Lutheran Hymnal

Other 
Supplies

Hymnals

Modeling clay or play 
dough
Blue crepe-paper 
streamers

Other 
Supplies

Other 
Supplies

Other 
Supplies

One die (optional)
Luther’s Small 
Catechism
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10       Lesson 1

God Leads in Cloud and Fire Exodus 13:17–14:31

Growing in the Word

Law
Because of my sin, I doubt God’s presence 

and power to save me.

Gospel
Even though I doubt, through Word and 

Sacrament, God is with me and saves me from 
sin, death, and the devil.

Context
With the death of their firstborn males,  

the Egyptians compel God’s people to leave 
immediately (Exodus 12:33). Moses, the 
author	of	Exodus,	emphasizes	God’s	
design in all this when he writes 
that Israel left Egypt after 430 
years “to the very day” (Exodus 
12:41 NIV).

Moses takes the bones 
of Joseph with him, fulfilling 
a promise made hundreds of 
years earlier. Joseph trusted God’s 
promise that Abraham’s descendants 
would become a great nation. Moses fulfills 
Joseph’s request, further demonstrating his trust 
in God’s promises.

God leads the people out of Egypt on a 
southwesterly route. While not the most direct, 
it avoided the territory of the warlike Philistines. 
God knew His people were ill-prepared to deal 
with the Philistines so soon after leaving Egypt.

Commentary
The exodus from Egypt was a dramatic pre-

figuring of Jesus’ resurrection. The exodus (from 
the Greek for departure or exit) marks Israel’s 
Independence Day. In a grand way, it illustrates the 
defeat of evil, escape from certain death, and emer-
gence into new life.

It is difficult to imagine such a multitude mov-
ing out together. There were likely more than two 
million people: six hundred thousand men plus 
women and children, additional foreigners who had 

attached themselves to the nation, and all their live-
stock (Exodus 12:37–38). To supply even the most 
basic of services—from water to food to sleeping 
quarters—was a mind-boggling achievement!

Yet set off they did, and they were “equipped 
for battle” (Exodus 13:18). God directed every step, 
going ahead of them in a cloud and fire (Exodus 
13:21–22). By day, the people saw the pillar of 
cloud. By night, the pillar of fire lighted their way. At 
the Red Sea, God would use this symbol to protect 
His people.

With the army of Pharaoh nipping at their heels, 
God parts the waters of the Red Sea 
in order to lead His people through 

it. Years later, the psalmist would 
record it this way:

“Your way was through the 
sea, Your path through the great 
waters; yet Your footprints were 
unseen. You led Your people like 

a flock by the hand of Moses and 
Aaron” (Psalm 77:19–20).

As the Egyptians followed the 
Israelites into the sea, God used the pillar of cloud 
and fire to confuse and panic the army. So great 
was their panic that they said to one another, “Let 
us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for 
them against the Egyptians” (Exodus 14:25).

The pillar of cloud and of fire would not depart 
from the people throughout their journey in the 
wilderness. This visible sign was God’s constant 
reminder of His presence for the Israelites. God 
continually provided all that they needed, just as He 
does for us.

Through His Word and Sacraments, Christ’s 
followers today are constantly reminded of His 
presence in their lives. In the Lord’s Supper, we see 
Christ’s very body and blood present under the 
bread and wine. Through faith in Jesus Christ, we 
are certain of our victory over sin, death, and every 
evil. In Him, we own the promise of our resurrection 
on the Last Day.

Podcast

cph.org/teacherspot 
and listen to the  

Seeds of Faith podcast
each week!

Visit
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God Speaks
 10 minutes2

Opening
 10 minutes1

Greet students warmly. Take attendance. Make copies of the “Order for 
Opening Worship” found on Resource Page 1 at the end of this guide for use during 
this quarter. Invite and encourage students to take turns during the quarter to lead 
the worship.

Hymn suggestions are “When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land” (HS98 825) and “Guide 
Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” (LSB 918; LW 220; TLH 54).

Begin with prayer, including the requests of your students. 
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Prepare to Teach
Make copies of Resource Page 2 found at the end of this guide on heavier stock 

paper. Have students prepare the storytelling figures found on Resource Page 2 as 
they arrive by coloring, cutting, and working them into the clay so they will stand 
and can be moved easily. Make one or two sets for student groups to manipulate 
as the story is being read, and make a set for each student to take home (optional). 
Cut two crepe-paper streamers (about 2 feet long) for each group.

Prepare the Bible Words activity as indicated in the We Live section of the lesson.
Prepare the Game activity as indicated in the We Live section of the lesson 

(optional).

Bible Study
Say These Sunday School lessons will have a natural element, 

something that God created. Ask students to name some natu-
ral elements (earth, wind, water, and the like) so you are sure they 
understand what is meant before proceeding. We will see how our 
almighty God used those elements to show His people and 
us who He is and to bring about His plan of salvation for all 
humankind. By looking at the storytelling figures, what two 
elements are in today’s story? (A cloud and fire)

Ask students to open their Bibles to Exodus 13–15. Tell them to listen as you 
read the story from the Bible and to work with their group members to move the 
storytelling figures you prepared as the story unfolds. Two students can manipulate 
the crepe-paper streamers that represent the waters of the Red Sea. Challenge them 
to listen for any facts that may be unfamiliar to them, and invite them to ask ques-
tions pertaining to the story.

Break	the	reading	into	manageable	chunks	to	aid	in	discussion,	and	emphasize	
the emotions of the Israelites, the omnipotence of the Lord, and His divine provi-
dence for His people.

If a large map is available that shows the land of Egypt (Goshen), the Red Sea, 
and the Sinai Peninsula, you may wish to refer to it in the lesson. Alternately, you 
could have students find a similar map in the atlas section of their Bible or draw a 
simple map on the board.
Exodus 13:17–20: What does it mean in verse 18 that the Israelites 
were equipped for battle when they left Egypt? (This means they went 

Online

Discover  

extra teacher 

resources at  

cph.org/ 

TeacherSpot. 

Check often  

for updates.
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in military order or battle formation, not that they carried weapons.) Why did 
Joseph insist that his bones be taken with them? (Joseph trusted firmly 
in God’s promise to Abraham that the land of Canaan was the place where his 
descendants would become a great nation and that the offspring would be 
blessed. He knew that Egypt was a temporary home for God’s people. Moses 
also showed his trust in God.)
Exodus 13:21–22: Students move storytelling figures to depict the pillar of 
cloud and fire leading the Israelites.
Exodus 14:1–4: As students move figures, explain that this was the final hard-
ening of Pharaoh’s heart that the one true and mighty God wanted to bring 
about because it would result in bringing Him honor and glory.
Exodus 14:5–9: Ask the students moving the Egyptians and those moving the 
Israelites to show appropriate facial expressions as the story is being read and 
the figures are being moved.
Exodus 14:10–18: Discuss the emotions of the children of Israel. Did they 
have a good reason to be terrified? (Yes, but their cry to the Lord was one 
of fear, not trust.) We, too, fail to trust God in moments of distress. How can 
Moses’ response in verses 13 and 14 be helpful for you today? (These 
comforting words affirm God’s promise to save us from every evil of body and 
soul. Jesus fought for us on the cross and won the victory over the devil, the 
world, and our sinful flesh.)
Exodus 14:19–22: Allow students to move the storytelling figures. Discuss 
how	God,	in	the	pillar	of	cloud	and	fire,	rescued	the	Israelites.	Emphasize	the	
power of God in driving the water back and drying the ground as if no water 
had ever been there.
Exodus 14:23–29: Pause after verses 23, 25, 28, and 29 for students to move 
the figures. When the Israelites were on the eastern side, the pillar of cloud 
arose and the Egyptians could see the Israelites, so the Egyptians pursued them. 
What else did God do to rescue the Israelites? (He threw the army into a 
panic, clogged the chariot wheels, and returned the sea to its normal course, 
thus drowning the Egyptian army.)
Exodus 14:30–31: What were the results of God’s mighty act at the Red 
Sea? (The children of Israel had a wholesome fear of the Lord, and they put 
their trust in the Lord and in Moses.)

12       Lesson 1

We Live
 30 minutes3

Lesson Review—Restating the Facts  
and Discussing Ideas
Did the people of Israel always trust God’s leadership? Explain your 
answer. Was God a good leader? Why do you think so? (He miraculously 
overcame Israel’s powerful enemy, restored the faith of the people, and contin-
ued to lead them.)
How did the people know that God was present with them? (The Lord 
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them and by night in a pil-
lar of fire to give them light. He did not depart from before the people.)

Bible Words
Write the words of Exodus 15:2a on a large paper using all capital letters and 

making spaces after every sixth letter. For example: THELOR DISMYS TRENGT 
HANDMY SONGAN DHEHAS BECOME MYSALV ATION. Add punctuation later. 

Online

cph.org/ 
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A Web site  

just for  

students.
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students  

and parents!
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Students will divide the string of letters into words by drawing slash marks between 
the words and then writing the words on a blank paper. When all have written the 
verse, read it together.

Ask How are we like the children of Israel in the story? (In our sin, we 
doubt God’s presence and power to save us.) How does this verse 
from Moses’ song show us God’s love and grace? (God is with us 
and saves us from sin, death, and the devil. Jesus is our salvation.) 

Say We don’t see God in a pillar of cloud and fire as did the children 
of Israel. How do we know God is present with us? (Through 
Word and Sacrament, God is with us and rescues us.) We can call on 
the name of the Lord for our salvation. See Romans 10:13.

Introduce salvation and omnipotence with riddles.

Say Today’s first Faith Word is in your Bible Words. It means “the 
act of being rescued or saved from sin, death, and the devil for 
Christ’s sake.” What is it? (Salvation) When was your salvation 
completed for you? (When Jesus spoke the words “it is finished” and 
then died on the cross, rising again victoriously)

 The second word means “all powerful” and describes God. It 
begins with the prefix omni. What is it? (omnipotent/omnipotence)	
How did God show His omnipotence in today’s story? (He parted 
the waters with a strong wind and destroyed the Egyptians with His 
mighty hand.)

Catechism—Explaining Our Salvation
Ask students to guess what part(s) of the catechism seem to fit with this Bible 

story. Have them explain their choices. Accept all reasonable choices and explana-
tions.

If no one mentions these, bring the following into the discussion. The explana-
tion of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed, which may be found on Resource 
Page 12, reminds us of God’s preservation of the Israelites from their enemies—
“He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.” The 
Israelites walking through the parted waters of the Red Sea point ahead to the saving 
waters of Holy Baptism. (See “What benefits does Baptism give?” in the catechism, in 
a hymnal, or on Resource Page 13.)

Paper and Pencil—Moses’ Song
Allow the students to work in small groups to illustrate portions of the Song 

of Moses in Exodus 15. Suggested divisions of the text for illustrating are Exodus 
15:1–3; 4–7; 8–10; 11–12; 13–18; and 19–21. The illustrations could be in 
the form of a mural or could be compiled into a booklet to be shared with 
younger students.

Puzzle—Crossword Puzzle
Distribute copies of Resource Page 3 found at the end 

of this guide, and allow students to work together to com-
plete	the	puzzle.

Game—Interacting with Others
Prepare: Enlarge Reproducible Page 1A found at the 
1/end	of	this	lesson	to	make	the	game	board.	Attach	it	to	
the inside of a file folder or a large piece of construction 
paper. Enlarge the sandals on Reproducible Page 1B at the 
end	of	this	lesson.	Have	students	cut	out	the	true/false	
sandals as they arrive.
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Closing
 5 minutes4

Play: Student teams decide which side of the game board to play on. Take turns 
rolling the die. Count that number of steps. Read the problem on that footprint. 
Is it true or false? Place the correct sandal (true or false) on that footprint. When 
you reach the end, start “walking” from the beginning again. The first team to 
put sandals on all the footprints on one side of the game board wins.

In God’s World—Make a Cloud in a Jar
Directions for “Make a Cloud in a Jar” may be found on the Enhanced Director 

CD.

Craft—Wind Sock
Materials: Blue construction paper, blue crepe paper, scissors, glue
Directions: Cut and glue a tall white cloud on one half of a sheet of dark 
blue construction paper and a tall red cloud on the other. Cut out a cross to 
glue on each cloud.
Glue the blue construction paper together to make a tube.
Glue blue crepe-paper streamers along the bottom edge of the tube.
Punch two holes across from each other at the top of the tube. Tie a piece of 
yarn to make a hanger.
Options: Write an appropriate phrase onto the tube.
Add glitter.

Snack—Emphasizing God’s Presence
Create	a	color	contrast	to	emphasize	God’s	presence	with	His	people.
Prepare a package of blue gelatin, enough to serve all of your students, to rep-

resent the sky and a dollop of whipped cream for a pillar of cloud. Make a marsh-
mallow crème dip by adding orange juice and cream cheese to some marshmallow 
topping to represent the night sky and the pillar of fire. Serving this on black plates 
would complete the contrast! Serve with bright fruits, such as strawberries, apples, 
pineapples, and oranges.

14       Lesson 1

Sing or read the hymn “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” (LSB 729; LW 408; TLH 
428).	All	of	the	stanzas	reinforce	the	emphasis	of	today’s	lesson.

If	your	students	made	the	wind	sock,	read	or	sing	stanza	1	of	“Lift	High	the	
Cross” (LSB 837; LW 311) and point out that Jesus is always there to guide us on our 
journey through life to our heavenly home. We are cleansed from sin in our Baptism 
every day.

Pray Almighty eternal God, You drowned hardhearted Pharaoh with 
his entire host in the Red Sea. You led the Israelites through 
the Red Sea on dry ground, thereby announcing the bath of 
Baptism. Through the waters of Baptism our sins are complete-
ly washed away. Help us always to remember that we have full 
salvation through our Baptism. Forgive us. Help us to follow 
You all the days of our life. Keep us in faith until You take us 
to be in heaven with You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Share your thoughts about Sunday 
School . . .  cph.org/share
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