
Materials Needed

Exodus 13:17–14:31

 Lesson  1

God Leads in Cloud and Fire

Early Childhood

Supply Box: In your classroom, have on hand a Bible, hymnal, Little 
Ones Sing Praise songbook, offering basket, markers, crayons, scissors, 
glue, tape, paper punch, construction paper, assorted stickers, yarn, deco-
rating supplies, paper plates, hand sanitizer, napkins, and plastic zipper 
bags for take-home projects.

Abbreviations: LSB=Lutheran Service Book; HS98=Hymnal 
Supplement 98; LW=Lutheran Worship; TLH=The Lutheran Hymnal; 
AGPS=All God’s People Sing!; LOSP=Little Ones Sing Praise; 
TG=Teacher Guide

Key Point

Through	a	pillar	of	cloud	and	a	pillar	of	fire,	God	
was	with	His	people	and	rescued	them	from	
their	enemies.	Through	Word	and	Sacrament,	
God	is	with	us	and	rescues	us	from	our	enemies:	
sin,	death,	and	the	devil.

Law/Gospel Points
Because	of	my	sin,	I	doubt	God’s	presence	and	
power	to	save	me.	Even though I doubt, 
through Word and Sacrament, God is with 
me and saves me from sin, death, and the 
devil.

Connections
Bible Words 
The	Lord	your	God	.	.	.	goes	with	you.	He	will	
not	leave	you.	Deuteronomy	31:6

Faith Word 
Promise

Hymns and Songs 
Earth	and	All	Stars	(LSB	817;	LW	438;	AGPS	90;	
LOSP,	p.	57)

I’m	with	You	(LOSP,	p.	32)

Catechism 
Word	and	Sacrament

    9

Story Page 1

Activity Page 1B

Storytelling cloud

Egg cartons

Round stickers

Blanket

Snack ingredients

Newsprint paper

Blocks

Toy figures

Blankets

Activity Page 1A (TG)

Rulers

Cotton balls

Sleeping bag

Play food

Backpack
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Growing in the Word

10       Lesson 1

Law
Because	of	my	sin,	I	doubt	God’s	presence	

and	power	to	save	me.

Gospel
Even	though	I	doubt,	through	Word	and	

Sacrament,	God	is	with	me	and	saves	me	from	
sin,	death,	and	the	devil.

Context
With	the	death	of	their	firstborn	males,		

the	Egyptians	compel	God’s	people	to	leave	
immediately	(Exodus	12:33).	Moses,	the	
author	of	Exodus,	emphasizes	God’s	
design	in	all	this	when	he	writes	
that	Israel	left	Egypt	after	430	
years	“to	the	very	day”	(Exodus	
12:41	NIV).

Moses	takes	the	bones	
of	Joseph	with	him,	fulfilling	
a	promise	made	hundreds	of	
years	earlier.	Joseph	trusted	God’s	
promise	that	Abraham’s	descendants	
would	become	a	great	nation.	Moses	fulfills	
Joseph’s	request,	further	demonstrating	his	trust	
in	God’s	promises.

God	leads	the	people	out	of	Egypt	on	a	
southwesterly	route.	While	not	the	most	direct,	
it	avoided	the	territory	of	the	warlike	Philistines.	
God	knew	His	people	were	ill-prepared	to	deal	
with	the	Philistines	so	soon	after	leaving	Egypt.

Commentary
The	exodus	from	Egypt	was	a	dramatic	pre-

figuring	of	Jesus’	resurrection.	The	exodus	(from	
the	Greek	for	departure	or	exit)	marks	Israel’s	
Independence	Day.	In	a	grand	way,	it	illustrates	the	
defeat	of	evil,	escape	from	certain	death,	and	emer-
gence	into	new	life.

It	is	difficult	to	imagine	such	a	multitude	mov-
ing	out	together.	There	were	likely	more	than	two	
million	people:	six	hundred	thousand	men	plus	
women	and	children,	additional	foreigners	who	had	

attached	themselves	to	the	nation,	and	all	their	live-
stock	(Exodus	12:37–38).	To	supply	even	the	most	
basic	of	services—from	water	to	food	to	sleeping	
quarters—was	a	mind-boggling	achievement!

Yet	set	off	they	did,	and	they	were	“equipped	
for	battle”	(Exodus	13:18).	God	directed	every	step,	
going	ahead	of	them	in	a	cloud	and	fire	(Exodus	
13:21–22).	By	day,	the	people	saw	the	pillar	of	
cloud.	By	night,	the	pillar	of	fire	lighted	their	way.	At	
the	Red	Sea,	God	would	use	this	symbol	to	protect	
His	people.

With	the	army	of	Pharaoh	nipping	at	their	heels,	
God	parts	the	waters	of	the	Red	Sea	
in	order	to	lead	His	people	through	

it.	Years	later,	the	psalmist	would	
record	it	this	way:

“Your	way	was	through	the	
sea,	Your	path	through	the	great	
waters;	yet	Your	footprints	were	
unseen.	You	led	Your	people	like	

a	flock	by	the	hand	of	Moses	and	
Aaron”	(Psalm	77:19–20).

As	the	Egyptians	followed	the	
Israelites	into	the	sea,	God	used	the	pillar	of	cloud	
and	fire	to	confuse	and	panic	the	army.	So	great	
was	their	panic	that	they	said	to	one	another,	“Let	
us	flee	from	before	Israel,	for	the	Lord fights	for	
them	against	the	Egyptians”	(Exodus	14:25).

The	pillar	of	cloud	and	of	fire	would	not	depart	
from	the	people	throughout	their	journey	in	the	
wilderness.	This	visible	sign	was	God’s	constant	
reminder	of	His	presence	for	the	Israelites.	God	
continually	provided	all	that	they	needed,	just	as	He	
does	for	us.

Through	His	Word	and	Sacraments,	Christ’s	
followers	today	are	constantly	reminded	of	His	
presence	in	their	lives.	In	the	Lord’s	Supper,	we	see	
Christ’s	very	body	and	blood	present	under	the	
bread	and	wine.	Through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	we	
are	certain	of	our	victory	over	sin,	death,	and	every	
evil.	In	Him,	we	own	the	promise	of	our	resurrection	
on	the	Last	Day.

God Leads in Cloud and Fire Exodus 13:17–14:31

Podcast

cph.org/TeacherSpot 
and	listen	to	the		

Seeds of Faith	podcast
each	week!

Visit
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Opening
 15 minutes1

Welcome	the	children,	and	have	them	put	their	offering	in	the	offering	basket.	
To	provide	a	connection	for	what	they	will	learn	in	the	Bible	lesson,	cover	a	table	
with	newsprint	and	set	out	washable	markers	for	the	children	to	draw	rivers	and	
roads	on	the	paper.	Give	them	blocks	for	houses	and	toy	people	to	walk	along	the	
roads.	Talk	about	places	they	go	and	how	God	is	with	them.

Ask	 Where are your people going? How long will it take? In our 
Bible story, God tells a man named Moses to take His people 
to a new land. God goes with them in a special way. He shows 
them where to go and keeps them safe.

You	may	wish	to	begin	your	lesson	with	the	classroom	opening	on	page	128	at	
the	end	of	this	book.	Suggestions	for	group	devotions	can	be	found	on	the	Director	
CD.

To prepare:	Overlap	two	large	blankets	on	the	floor	to	serve	as	the	Red	Sea,	
or	place	some	tables	or	chairs	close	to	a	wall	and	cover	them	with	blankets.	
Leave	a	narrow	path	between	the	wall	and	tables	to	walk	through.	Block	the	
end	of	the	path	until	you	tell	about	God	parting	the	Red	Sea.	If	you	do	not	wish	
to	use	props,	just	pretend	you	are	crossing	the	water.

Enlarge,	copy,	and	cut	out	the	cloud	and	pillar	of	fire	on	Activity	Page	1A	at	
the	end	of	the	book.	Attach	each	one	to	a	ruler.	Glue	cotton	balls	to	the	cloud.	
Color	the	fire.	Have	the	children	act	out	the	story	with	you	as	you	tell	it.	Give	
them	backpacks,	sleeping	bags,	and	play	food	for	the	trip.	Begin	by	holding	up	
a	backpack	or	sleeping	bag.

Say	 Look what I brought today. What do you think I am going 
to do with this?	Talk	about	getting	ready	for	a	trip.	Today’s 
story from the Bible is in the Book of Exodus.	Show	children	
Exodus	in	the	Bible.	It is about a man named Moses and some 
people named the Israelites. God picked	Moses to rescue the 
Israelites from a bad king named Pharaoh. He told Moses to 
take the people to a new land. Moses tells the people to pack 
all their belongings and follow him. The people don’t know 
where to go, but God does. God shows them in a special way 
that He is with them on their trip. He keeps them safe so the 
bad king and his soldiers cannot hurt them.

	 Let’s pretend that we are the people in the Bible story. I 
will be God’s leader, Moses. You will be God’s people, the 
Israelites. You have been working hard every day in Egypt for 
bad King Pharaoh. Have	children	pretend	to	work	and	carry	bricks.	
God sent me to tell Pharaoh to let you go. But Pharaoh always 
says no. So God sent many troubles to Egypt. Finally, Pharaoh 
says we can go. Let’s hurry and pack our things. Remember to 
take food and get the animals ready. We need to leave right 
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God Speaks
 10 minutes2
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12       Lesson 1

away before the king changes his mind.	As	you	talk,	pretend	to	
pack	and	round	up	the	animals.

	 Okay, it’s time to go. Have	the	children	line	up,	and	then	lead	them	
around	your	room	as	you	continue	the	story.	What a lot of people 
there are! Listen to all our animals! Make	sheep	and	goat	sounds	
as	you	walk.	It’s a long trip to the new land God is giving us. 
But God has promised to be with us. He will keep us safe. Stop	
and	look	around.	I wonder which way we should go. Hold	up	the	
cloud	and	point	to	it.	Look! God has put a big cloud in the sky to 
show us where to go. Let’s follow it. Do	so.

 It is getting dark. We’ve been walking all day long, but we 
can’t stop yet. We have to get far away from Egypt. How will 
we see where we are going in the dark? Hold	up	fire.	Look! God 
has made the cloud become a pillar of fire! Now we can see 
where to go. We don’t have to be afraid. God is with us even 
when it is night. He is showing us the way. Continue	walking	
until	you	get	to	the	Red	Sea.

 Look at all this water! We are at the Red Sea. Now what will we 
do?	Point	to	fire	again.	God is still with us. He will show us the 
way.	Yawn.	I’m tired. Let’s camp here for the night and rest. 
Pretend	to	set	up	camp	and	then	go	to	sleep.

 Cup	hand	to	ear.	Listen! Do you hear that rumbling? There are 
horses and chariots coming! It’s Pharaoh and his soldiers. 
They are coming after us! But don’t be afraid. God is with us. 
He will protect us from the Egyptian army. Hold	cloud	and	fire	so	
they	back	up	to	each	other.	Have	the	cloud	face	toward	the	Egyptian	
army	and	the	fire	toward	the	Red	Sea.

 Look! God is in the cloud over the army. He is making it dark 
so they can’t see. He is in the pillar of fire over us. He is giv-
ing us light so we can see where to go. He will keep us safe 
from our enemies.

 I can feel a big wind blowing. God is making the wind blow the 
waters apart. Stretch	out	your	hand	over	the	waters,	and	move	the	
blankets	apart	or	take	away	the	object	blocking	the	entrance	to	the	
path.

 Look! He made dry land in the middle of the sea for us to walk 
on. Now we can get to the other side. Hurry! Let’s take the 
path through the water. Continue	to	hold	out	your	arm	over	the	
path	that	you	have	made,	and	encourage	the	children	to	walk	through	
it	to	the	other	side.	Follow	the	children	through	the	path,	comment-
ing	on	how	God	is	with	you,	keeping	you	safe.	When	the	children	are	
through	the	path,	turn	around	and	look	back	toward	the	army.

 Oh, no! Pharaoh and his army are chasing us! They are on the 
path now. But God is protecting us. He is making the wheels 
fall off their chariots! Hold	your	hand	out	again.	He is making the 
waters go back together again. Overlap	the	blankets	or	block	the	
path	so	it	looks	like	a	sea	of	water	again.	The water has covered 
Pharaoh and all his soldiers. They can’t hurt us anymore. We 
are safe. God has saved us from our enemies! Yeah! Let’s sing 
a song to praise God!
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 Lesson 1       13

Sing	 “My	God	Is	So	Great”	(LOSP,	p.	64)	or	“Thank	the	Lord”	(LW,	p.	173;	
LSB,	p.	164	or	181)

Say	 God is great. He has all power. God is love. He loved His peo-
ple and watched over them. He sent a big cloud for them to 
follow during the day. At night, the cloud became a pillar of 
fire so they could see in the darkness. God saved His people 
from their enemies—Pharaoh and his army.

 God is with us too. He loves us so much that He sent Jesus to 
save us from our enemies—sin, death, and the devil. When we 
are worried or afraid, we can remember that God made us His 
children in Baptism. We belong to Him. He will not leave us. 
He talks to us in His Word, the Bible, and tells us how much 
He loves us. He promises to be with us and take care of us. 
Someday, He will bring us to our new home in heaven where 
we will live with Him forever.

These	activities	help	the	children	grow	in	their	understanding	of	what	the	Bible	
story	means	for	their	lives.	Choose	the	ones	that	work	best	with	your	class.

Lesson Review—Using the Story Page
Make	a	copy	of	Story	Page	1	at	the	end	of	this	lesson	for	each	child.	As	the	chil-

dren	color	the	picture,	review	the	story	with	these	questions.	

Ask	 Where are the people going? 
What does God put in the sky to show them where to go? 
What problem do the people have at the Red Sea? 
What does God do to save His people from their enemies? 
How do we know God loves us?

Sing—Singing and Stretching
Hold	up	the	cloud	you	made	for	storytelling,	and	lead	the	children	around	the	

room	as	you	sing	or	say	the	words	of	the	song	“God	Is	Near”	(LOSP,	p.	26).	Give	the	
children	turns	to	be	the	leader.

Sing	 In our work and in our play
God is with us ev’ry day; 
Therefore we will never fear, 
For our loving God is near.

Ask	 Where does God show us that He is with us? In a big cloud? 
No, God tells us in His Word that He is with us always. When 
we are afraid or have troubles, we can remember that we 
are God’s baptized children. God, our Father in heaven, will 
always take care of us. The best way He takes care of us is by 
forgiving our sins for Jesus’ sake.

Since	the	concept	

of	promise	is	

abstract,	use	the	

word	as	often	as	

you	can.	For	exam-

ple,	“I	promise	to	

give	you	a	snack”;	

“I	promise	I’ll	let	

you	choose	a	song	

to	sing.”	Listen	

to	the	children’s	

discussion	to	see	

if	they	understand	

the	term.

Teacher Tip

We Live
 30 minutes3
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14       Lesson 1

Bible Words—Learning God’s Word
The	Lord	your	God	.	.	.	goes	with	you.	He	will	not	leave	you.	
Deuteronomy	31:6

Have	the	children	sit	in	a	circle.	Read	the	Bible	Words	from	the	Bible.

Ask	 How did God show His people that He was with them and 
was leading them to the new land? Hold	up	cloud	and	fire. God 
doesn’t promise to lead us in a cloud or with fire. But is God 
still with us? Yes. Show	Bible.	The Bible says, “The Lord your 
God . . . goes with you. He will not leave you.” Let’s say that 
promise from God together.

	 Now let’s think of some places where God is with us. Is God 
with us in church? Yes, “The Lord Your God . . . goes with you. 
He will not leave you.” Is God with us when we go to the doc-
tor? Say	Bible	Words	after	each	example.	Is God with us at home? 
Is God with us when it is storming? Continue	with	more	exam-
ples.	Conclude,	How do we know God is with us?	Hold	up	Bible.	
God tells us in the Bible, “The Lord your God . . . goes with 
you. He will not leave you.” He tells us in our Baptism that 
He has made us His children and forgives our sins for Jesus’ 
sake. Because we are His children, we know we can trust Him 
not to leave us alone. He will take care of us.

Activity Page—Connecting to Our Lives
Make	copies	of	Activity	Page	1B	at	the	back	of	the	book,	which	is	a	license	

plate.	Ask	the	children	to	tell	you	about	the	license	plates	on	their	parents’	vehicles.	
Discuss	how	a	license	plate	tells	others	something	about	your	car	and	where	it	is	
from.	It	helps	the	police	know	who	the	car	belongs	to.

Tell	them	that	they	are	going	to	make	a	license	plate,	too,	that	they	can	put	on	
their	bikes	or	hang	in	their	rooms.	It	tells	who	they	belong	to	and	can	remind	them	
that	God	says	in	His	Word	that	He	is	with	them	wherever	they	go.	Look	at	the	bap-
tismal	font	in	the	middle	and	talk	about	how	God	makes	us	His	children	in	Baptism	
and	through	His	Word.	He	gives	us	faith	to	believe	in	Jesus	as	our	Savior.	Older	chil-
dren	can	print	their	name	on	the	line.	Lightly	print	it	for	younger	children	to	trace	
over,	or	help	them	write	it.	Add	the	date	or	year	of	the	child’s	birth	or	Baptism	to	
the	other	line	and	the	name	of	your	church	on	the	line	at	the	top	of	the	plate.

Ask	 Is God with us? How do we know? Read	the	Bible	words.	Talk	
about	the	scenes	depicted	and	other	places	God	is	with	us.

Craft—Creating Egg Carton Puppets
Materials:	You	will	need	one	egg	carton	for	every	three	children,	plain	round	

stickers,	construction	paper,	markers	or	crayons,	and	scissors.
Instructions:	Cut	the	egg	carton	into	rows	of	three	or	more	cups.	Turn	the	cups	

upside	down.	For	each	cup,	draw	a	face	on	a	plain	round	sticker	and	stick	it	on.	
Draw	waves	lengthwise	along	a	piece	of	blue	construction	paper.	Fold	paper	into	
thirds	to	make	“stand-up”	waves.	Move	the	eggcup	people	between	the	waves	and	
retell	the	story.

Options:	(1)	Cut	waves	along	the	edge	of	the	blue	paper.	(2)	Glue	down	a	paper	
pathway	and	macaroni	shells.	(3)	Use	an	eggcup	to	make	Moses.	Add	a	twig	staff.

Game—Moving and Doing
Play	a	variation	of	follow	the	leader.	Tell	the	children	that	you	will	be	Moses	

and	that	they	should	follow	you	through	the	Red	Sea.	Lead	them	in	hopping,	taking	
giant	steps,	taking	baby	steps,	walking	backwards,	crawling,	and	so	forth,	through	
the	Red	Sea.	Give	children	a	turn	to	be	the	leader.

For	follow	the	

leader,	pair	a	

child	with	a	visual	

impairment	with	

another	child.	

Include	actions	

the	child	can	do		

more	easily.

Teacher Tip
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In God’s House—Connecting to Church
Talk	about	how	God	used	a	cloud	to	lead	His	people	and	show	them	He	was	

with	them.	Hold	up	the	cloud	you	made,	and	lead	the	children	to	the	sanctuary.	
Talk	about	ways	God	shows	He	is	with	us	today.	Have	the	children	look	for	Bibles	
in	the	pew	and	in	the	sanctuary,	and	talk	about	how	God	speaks	to	us	through	His	
Word.	Walk	to	the	baptismal	font	and	Communion	rail,	and	discuss	what	God	does	
for	us	in	Baptism	and	Holy	Communion.

In God’s World—Exploring Story Concepts
Have	the	children	look	out	the	window	at	clouds,	or	if	weather	permits,	take	

your	class	outside	to	watch	the	clouds.	Bring	a	blanket	to	sit	or	lie	on.	Talk	about	
the	cloud	shapes.	Count	the	clouds.	Bring	paper	and	crayons	to	draw	favorite	
clouds.	How	do	clouds	remind	us	of	our	Bible	story?	Talk	about	other	times	in	the	
Bible	where	God	reveals	Himself	in	a	cloud	(e.g.,	some	children	may	remember	the	
cloud	in	the	lessons	on	Jesus’	Baptism,	transfiguration,	or	ascension).

Snack—Making and Tasting
Serve	blue	finger	gelatin	to	represent	the	sky.	Add	a	dollop	of	whipped	cream	

for	the	pillar	of	cloud.	For	the	night	sky,	serve	black	raspberry	finger	gelatin.	Use	
tubes	of	orange	or	red	gel	icing	to	make	the	pillar	of	fire	or	add	an	orange	gel	
candy	slice.	Talk	about	how	the	cloud	and	pillar	of	fire	let	the	people	know	that	
God	was	with	them.

Ask	 How do we know God is with us? Where does He tell us that?

Option:	Serve	blue	finger	gelatin	as	a	reminder	of	how	God	led	His	people	
across	the	Red	Sea.	Talk	about	how	blue	reminds	us	of	water.	Cut	each	piece	in	
half.	In	today’s	Bible	story,	God	made	a	path	through	the	water	for	His	people	to	
safely	get	to	the	other	side.	How	can	blue	remind	us	of	the	water	of	our	Baptism?	
Ask	the	children	if	they	know	anything	about	their	Baptism	day.	Remind	them	that	
this	is	a	very	special	day.	It	is	the	day	God	made	them	part	of	His	family.

Sing	 “I’m	with	You”	(LOSP,	p.	32)

Pray	 Dear Jesus, thank You for Your promise in the Bible to be 
with us. Help us to remember it. Thank You for saving us 
from our sins. We are happy we will live with You in heaven 
someday. In Your name we pray. Amen.

Beyond Sunday School
Families	these	days	are	mobile.	They	travel	on	vacation,	for	work,	and	to	visit	

families	and	friends	throughout	the	year.	Consider	making	travel	bags	for	the	
children	to	take	along	or	for	families	with	young	children	who	visit	your	church.	
Include	coloring	pages,	a	children’s	Bible	storybook,	and	the	lesson	for	the	week.

Closing
 5 minutes4
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Four-color	leaflets	

with	the	Bible	art	

and	text	of	each	

story	are	available	

for	purchase.	Send	

a	leaflet	home	

with	each	child.

Teacher Tip

131180 SSS10 EC TG.indd   15 2/2/10   9:57 AM



16      

Story Page 1 Growing in Christ® Early Childhood © 2007 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Reproduced by permission. 

The	Lord your	God	.	.	.	goes	
with	you.	He	will	not	leave	
you.	Deuteronomy	31:6

God Leads in Cloud and Fire
Exodus	13:17–14:31
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