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Processional 
As the children walk into the performance area, the adults sing 
“Joy to the World” (LSB 387). 
 
Joy to the World (LSB 387; LW 53) 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
  Let earth receive her King; 
 Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
  And heav’n and nature sing, 
  And heav’n and nature sing, 
  And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
  Let men their songs employ, 
 While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
  Repeat the sounding joy, 
  Repeat the sounding joy, 
  Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
  Nor thorns infest the ground; 
 He comes to make His blessings flow 
  Far as the curse is found, 
  Far as the curse is found, 
  Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace  
  And makes the nations prove 
 The glories of His righteousness 
  And wonders of His love, 
  And wonders of His love, 
  And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Prayer 
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of 
sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. (The Nativity of Our Lord, LSB Altar Book, p. 752) 
 
Pastor/Teacher: Tonight, in word and song, the children will help us to discover what is found “away in a 
manger” and will lead us to discover the rich gifts that come to us in and through Jesus Christ. We will see that, 
indeed, there is more in the manger than “just” a newborn baby: 

• In the manger, the promise of God to send a Savior is fulfilled for us. 
• In the manger, Our Lord is truly human—one of us, among us, and for us. 
• In the manger, we see the loving humility of our God, who came down to earth to die and rise again for 

us. 
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All these amazing gifts are found in that little manger, for us, and come to us now! 
• The Word of God became flesh for us and is with us now through God’s Word. 
• Our Lord continues to be present with us now in Holy Baptism.  
• Our Lord continues to be present with us now in the Lord’s Supper, through which we receive 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
 

                 
 
Teacher: Long ago, in the Garden of Eden, sin entered the world through the first people, Adam and Eve. In 
His love, God promised to send a Savior from sin and death for the whole world. In the manger that promise is 
fulfilled. Jesus is the Savior of the world!  
 
(Take the first symbol, a globe with a paper cross attached to it, out of the manger and unwrap it, holding it up 
for all to see. Give the globe to a child to place under the Christmas tree, or use the picture provided of the 
symbol and have the child hang the picture on the tree.) 
 
(Prompt the children with simple hand motions on the following verse. The teacher may say it aloud with them, 
if needed.) 
 
Children: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
 
God Loves Me Dearly (LSB 392:1, 3) 
Children sing 

 God loves me dearly, 
 Grants me salvation, 
 God loves me dearly, 
 Loves even me. 
 
Refrain: 
 Therefore I’ll say again: 
 God loves me dearly, 
 God loves me dearly, 
 Loves even me. 

 
Adults sing 

 He sent forth Jesus,  
 My dear Redeemer, 
 He sent forth Jesus 
 And set me free. 

 
     Refrain: 

 Therefore I’ll say again: 
 God loves me dearly, 
 God loves me dearly, 
 Loves even me. 
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Teacher: God’s Word declares, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 
Children: To us a child is born! 
 
See amid the Winter’s Snow (LSB 373:1–2) 
Children sing 

1. See amid the winter’s snow,  
Born for us on earth below,  (Cradle arms in front, as if holding a baby.) 
See, the gentle Lamb appears,  (Pretend to pat a little head.) 
Promised from eternal years.  (Point to the sky.) 

 
 Refrain: 

Hail, O ever blessed morn!  (Extend arms above head.) 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! (Extend arms sideways to make a cross.) 
Sing through all Jerusalem:  (Move pointer fingers from mouth forward.) 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” (Cradle arms in front, as if holding a baby.) 

 
Adults sing 
 2. Lo, within a stable lies 

He who built the starry skies, 
He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim. 

 
 Refrain: 

Hail, O ever blessed morn!  (Extend arms above head.) 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! (Extend arms sideways to make a cross.) 
Sing through all Jerusalem:  (Move pointer fingers from mouth forward.) 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” (Cradle arms in front, as if holding a baby.) 

 
                 

 
Teacher: In the manger, our Lord became truly human. He is both Son of God and Son of Man!  
 
(Take the second symbol, a baby Jesus, out of the manger and give it to a child to place under the tree, or hang 
a picture of baby Jesus on the tree.)  
 
Scripture reading: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:1–7) 
 
Children: She laid Him in a manger. 
 
 


