
HOW TO SHARE CHRIST CONFIDENTLY 

Discussion Guide  
These guides are designed for use in a group, one for each chapter. Leadership may be provided by one 

designated person or may rotate among participants. A variety of formats may help to sustain interest.  

In this session the material is summarized. Each section should be read aloud by a volunteer.  

INTRODUCTION  
Although most Christians want to be good personal witnesses to their Savior, few actually are. There 

are personal reasons: shyness, lack of knowledge and communication skills, for example. There are also 

serious spiritual reasons. Satan lies to us. He convinces us it isn’t necessary and that we just can’t do it.  

These factors inhibit us, trap us, but God can and will set us free. He helps to understand what is 

holding us back, and He helps us to break through them and improve. That’s what this booklet and 

discussion group are all about.  

Questions and comments from the participants.  

What are some other personal and spiritual reasons that can hold us back?  

CHAPTER 1 DESENSITIZATION—DEALING WITH OUR FEAR OF WITNESSING  
The single greatest deterrent to personal, informal sharing of the Gospel is fear of rejection. Even 

serious and otherwise capable believers are held captive with sealed lips, caught in the net of fear. We 

assume that people don’t like to hear about Jesus, will be offended and reject us if we bring Him into the 

conversation. It violates political correctness. In addition, we feel inadequate. Despite all we have heard, 

read and learned we don’t know what to say. We’re afraid we would embarrass ourselves or say the 

wrong thing. Fear of ridicule also generates anxiety. Sometimes this hurts even more than physical 

abuse. If you opened your heart to someone and shared your deepest convictions about Jesus, they might 

say that you are pathetically and hopelessly deluded.  

Questions and comments from the participants.  

Which of these fears is most inhibiting to you? What other fears? Give examples.  

These fears can be addressed and effectively overcome. God makes this possible. Paul says, “I can 

do all things through Him who strengthens me,” Philippians 4:1 and also that Christ’s power is made 

perfect in our weakness. When this happens, when we act on these promises, we can enjoy the 



exhilarating experience of having warmed God’s heart and put a smile on His face. There is also 

psychological help for us. We can desensitize ourselves to these fears, by examining them rationally 

and turning them into adventure. (Read the example beginning at bottom of p. 7.) Christ assures us 

that inadequacy is nothing to fear. We don’t have to worry about what to say because He will provide 

the words, even in life-threatening situations (Luke 21:12–15). We can dispel fear with love (1 John 

4:18, 19). Focusing on others, their need for Savior and the incomparable benefits that He offers, rather 

than our own comfort will enable us to break through the inhibitions that are holding us back. (Read 

example, p. 9.)  

Questions and comments from the participants.  

Why are our fears irrational? Have you ever turned fear into an exhilarating adventure? Fear of 

witnessing?  

Conduct the experiment with fear on p. 10. 



CHAPTER 2 MOTIVATION—GROWING OUR DESIRE TO WITNESS  
In this session you are asked to read the material silently, section by section, and then discuss the 

following questions with your group.  

Read pp. 11 and 12 (to the end of the section at the bottom of page 12).  

1. If it is true that “where there is a will, there is a way,” when there is failure to witness what may be 
the problem?  

2. Share an experience in which wanting something or someone so much led you to unusual 
exertion, effort, and satisfaction.  

3. Share and discuss other questions that have may arisen in your mind or in your group.  

4. If you were Billy, what would you have said about Jesus? 

Read pp. 12 and 14 (to the end of the section at the top of page 14).  

1. What makes you want to witness more confidently, comfortably, and effectively?  

2. What happens to our relationship with God when we focus on Him, what He is like and what He 
has done?  

3. How does this affect our relationship with others?  

4. Share and discuss other questions that have arisen.  

Read pp. 14–15 (to end of the section at the top of page 15).  

1. Why does God direct our love and gratitude to Him toward other people?  

2. Which of the listed benefits mean most to you?  

3. Share and discuss other questions that may have arisen.  

Read pp. 15–16.  

 Share the kind of self-fulfillment that you have experienced or might experience by witnessing to 
a specific person that you know.  

Read and discuss the Practice exercise on p. 16, and share your journal entry from last time. 



CHAPTER 3 TRANSFORMATION—BECOMING MAGNETICALLY CHRISTIAN  
In this session the appointed leader will read sections of the material and facilitate the discussion.  

P. 17. Please follow along in the book.  

How do you personally react to: “In order to make a good impression on others, to give them a 

sample of what He is like and what they can expect from Him, the Lord arranges for them to meet you!”  

Pp. 18 to top of 19.  

1. What level of change does it require in your life to prepare for and support your spoken witness?  

2. Share an experience in which your life or that of another Christian raised questions that invited 
or supported witness to Jesus.  

3. What can an even a modestly transformed Christian life tell others about God?  

P. 19 to top of 20.  

1. What makes it so hard to believe that God will actually transform you?  

2. What inner change has God made in you that makes this possible?  

P. 20 to top of 22.  

1. Why is it so important to God that we become more and more like His Son?  

2. What does the influence of Christ upon our lives tell unbelievers? Why do they need this so 
urgently?  

3. Why is it so important to us personally to grow in resemblance to Jesus?  

P. 22 to middle of 23.  

1. How does guilt retard our transformation into magnetic Christian people? What does God do 
about it?  

2. What vital gift do we always receive with forgiveness that frees us to improve?  

3. What basic God-given personality changes in you assure you that you can do it, can actually 
become more and more Christ-like?  

P. 23 middle to end.  

Share experiences and ideas about demonstrating opportunities for demonstrating Christ-likeness in 

daily life. 

Share your journal entry from last time. 



CHAPTER 4 CLARIFICATION—KNOWING WHAT TO SAY  
In this session participants are to take turns reading the material aloud one paragraph at a time. Any 

who do not wish to read simply say, “I pass.”  

Page 25.  

Are there situations in which we should not try to witness?  

Pages 26 to bottom of 27.  

1. Is this verse a witness statement?  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

2. How could you make it a personal witness statement?  

3. What makes the right kind of conversation a good witness opportunity?  

4. How can you develop such a conversation?  

Pages 27 and 29.  

1. Why can it seem difficult to witness to someone you know well and how can you get past it?  

2. What may make a short term contact easier and how might you take advantage of that?  

Page 30 and 31.  

Share what your personal witness would be to someone who seems to have one of the needs 
referred to in this section: guilt, suffering, loneliness, bondage, death. Take time to explore each 
one of the needs as a basis for personal witness.  

What other needs provide such opportunities?  

Share your journal entry from last time. 



CHAPTER 5 COMMUNICATION—GETTING THE MESSAGE ACROSS  
In this session participants are to silently read each section, find and discuss the answers to the 

provided questions, and then raise and discuss their own questions or comments. Discussion follows each 

section. 

Page 33 to top of 34.  

1. What is the role of persuasion in witnessing?  

2. What can persuasion not do?  

3. Your questions or comments.  

Page 34. 

1. Describe the attitude of a persuasive witness.  

2. What makes someone want to listen to your witness?  

3. What are the pros and cons of witnessing with a sense of urgency?  

4. Your questions and comments.  

Page 35 to mid 37.  

1. What are some ways to test for reception and why is this important?  

2. What may a negative or uncomfortable response to your witness indicate?  

3. How can you uncover a hidden message without offending?  

4. How does God help us witness effectively?  

5. Your questions and comments.  

Page 37 to end.  

1. With what attitude and comment should we respond to a refusal?  

2. Why is this so important?  

Share your journal entry from last time. 



CHAPTER 6 EXPECTATION—CULTIVATING A POSITIVE RESPONSE  
In this session participants are to silently read each section, find and discuss the answers to the 

provided questions, and then raise and discuss their own questions or comments. Discussion follows each 

section.  

Page 40 top section.  

1. How can the expectant attitude of the one witnessing affect a listener? The one witnessing?  

2. Where does such an attitude come from?  

3. Other questions and comments.  

Page 40 bottom to 42 top section.  

1. What should we pray for in relation to witnessing?  

2. What difference does prayer make?  

3. Other questions and comments.  

Page 42 mid to 43 mid.  

1. In what way is a Christian witness a “satisfied customer.”  

2. Why can we realistically expect someone to respond positively to our witness?  

3. Other questions and comments.  

Page 43 mid to 45 mid.  

1. In what ways may God changes someone’s mind about Jesus?  

2. How can we respond to a clue that someone might be ready to change?  

3. What keeps unsuccessful witness experiences in perspective?  

4. Other questions and comments.  

Page 45 mid to 46 mid.  

1. How does Christ-like love affect our reaction to those who resist our witness?  

2. Other questions and comments.  

Page 47 to end.  

1. What in history makes us optimistic about witnessing?  

2. Other questions and comments.  

Share your journal entry from last time. 


