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Young Jesus 
in the Temple

Luke 2:41–52

Mary and Joseph and Jesus made their home in
Nazareth. When He was 12 years old, Jesus went with
His parents to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of the
Passover. On the return trip, after they had gone one
day’s journey, Mary and Joseph discovered that Jesus
was not with their family and friends. Anxiously, Mary
and Joseph returned to Jerusalem to look for Jesus.
After three days, they found Him in the temple with
the teachers of religion. He was listening to them and
asking them questions. The teachers were amazed at
Jesus’ knowledge and understanding of God.

Mary asked, “Son, why have You done this? Your
father and I have been looking all over for You. We
have been very worried.”

Jesus said that He was in His Father’s house doing
His Father’s business. Mary and Joseph didn’t under-
stand what He meant. Jesus returned with Mary and
Joseph to Nazareth. He obeyed His parents perfectly,
because He is the Son of God and without sin. Jesus
grew tall and wise, and He was loved by both God and
others.

Describe several things that Jesus did in this Bible story
that are good examples for children today.
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Unbelievably
Believable!

Sarah: Did any of you watch “The World’s Most
Unbelievable Stories” on TV last night?

Don: Why? Were you on the show because you got
an “A” on your spelling test?

Sarah: Very funny!

Don: I’m sorry. I was just joking.

Candace: I watched the show. The story about the
man jumping over the Mississippi River on a motorcy-
cle was unbelievable!

Sarah: It was unbelievable, until I saw it with my own
eyes.

Candace: We often say that a lot of things are “unbe-
lievable.” But when we see and hear them, we know
they really are “believable.”

Don: There are some amazing stories in the Bible that
we can “see” with our eyes of faith. When we read
about them in God’s Word, we can be sure that they
are believable.

Candace: Jesus didn’t jump over a river, but He
washed away my sins in the waters of Baptism. I
believe that!

Don: He took away our sins by dying on a cross and
then rose from the dead! That’s amazing, but thank-
fully, through faith, it’s also very believable!


