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preface

Christians love to sing. The hymns of the Church have 
provided centuries of believers with the means to sing 

the song of faith and proclaim Christ together as one Body in 
Christ. But where did these hymns come from, and why were 
they written? The hymn texts that we cherish today were often 
fashioned as a witness to the faith in response to tragic events, 
episodes of illness, or occasions of blessing and joy in the life of 
the hymnwriter. Alternatively, the need for a special hymn may 
have been the impetus for a new text. Today, Christians connect 
these experiences to their own lives by using the hymns to com-
fort one another and proclaim Christ through faithful witness 
as if the hymns were written just for them.

Uncover these elements and engage with the richness of 
sacred hymns through the stories, scriptural connections, and 
historical backgrounds of the favorite Lutheran hymns the 
Church loves to sing. Together, as we discover the context in 
which these hymns were written, we will gain understanding 
and appreciation and be better equipped to join with the heav-
enly choirs in the eternal anthems to our King.
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A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

1 A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth,
The guilt of sinners bearing

And, laden with the sins of earth,
None else the burden sharing;

Goes patient on, grows weak and faint,
To slaughter led without complaint,

That spotless life to offer,
He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies,
The mockery, and yet replies,

“All this I gladly suffer.”

2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend,
The Lamb of God, our Savior,

Whom God the Father chose to send
To gain for us His favor.

“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said,
“And free My children from their dread

Of guilt and condemnation.
The wrath and stripes are hard to bear,
But by Your passion they will share

The fruit of Your salvation.”
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a Lamb Goes UncompLaininG forth

3  “Yes, Father, yes, most willingly
I’ll bear what You command Me.

My will conforms to Your decree,
I’ll do what You have asked Me.”

O wondrous Love, what have You done!
The Father offers up His Son,

Desiring our salvation.
O Love, how strong You are to save!
You lay the One into the grave

Who built the earth’s foundation.

4 Lord, when Your glory I shall see
And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure,

Your blood my royal robe shall be,
My joy beyond all measure!

When I appear before Your throne,
Your righteousness shall be my crown;

With these I need not hide me.
And there, in garments richly wrought,
As Your own bride shall we be brought

To stand in joy beside You.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76 
Translation: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House
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A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

The earliest source of “Ein Lämmlein geht und trägt die 
Schuld” by Paul Gerhardt is the 1647 edition of Johann 

Crüger’s Praxis Pietatis Melica. The date provides a deeper 
context. The devastations of the Thirty Years’ War (1618–48) 
were nearing an end. Berlin was sinking deeper into political 
tensions due to the rulers’ desertion of Lutheranism in favor 
of Calvinism. In both Praxis Pietatis Melica and J. G. Ebeling’s 
1666–67 compilation of Gerhardt’s hymns, this hymn is des-
ignated for Good Friday. Except for Gerhardt’s other Passion 
hymn, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” it is probably the most 
significant Good Friday text in Lutheran practice. Both hymns 
draw on a near-mystical tradition of passionate contempla-
tion of the suffering Savior, and Gerhardt has sometimes been 
accused of forsaking the Lutheran focus on objective justifica-
tion in favor of a more subjective Pietism. In truth, Gerhardt 
was giving voice to the painful, deeply emotional character of 
his times, pointing always to the fully Lutheran reliance on the 
grace of Christ’s redemption.
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

1 A mighty fortress is our God,
A trusty shield and weapon;

He helps us free from ev’ry need
That hath us now o’ertaken.

The old evil foe
Now means deadly woe;

Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;

On earth is not his equal.

2 With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;

But for us fights the valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.

Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,

Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God;

He holds the field forever.


