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ANNIVERSARY OF A CONGREGATION 
 
 
Built on the Living Stone 
 
 
“As you come to Him, the Living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him—you also, 
like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  (1 Peter 2:4–5) 
 
 
AS WE GATHER  
 
In thanksgiving we gather to celebrate the anniversary of ___________ Lutheran Church, recognizing that this 
congregation is built on the Living Stone, our Lord Jesus Christ. We rejoice to see and participate in the many 
opportunities for ministry in the present. We reach out with hope and prayer, trusting the promises of God for 
growth and mission in the years that lie ahead. We welcome you, our members and guests, and pray that you 
would be blessed this day by God’s Word, and join in the unending song of the Church.  
 
[TO THE WORSHIP PLANNER:  If you are likely to have a large attendance for your anniversary service, 
consider printing out the entire service including hymns and creeds since you may have more people than 
hymnals. You will need to secure copyright permission for any hymns that are not in public domain.  
  
If you have invited the general public from your community to attend the service and you plan to celebrate 
Holy Communion, please print the practice of your parish regarding close communion in the worship folder in 
a manner that is clear and pastoral.  
  
If you have invited significant people from your congregation’s history or from your community to attend your 
celebration, you may invite them to participate in the service in some special way, such as reading one of the 
Scripture lessons. Those you may include are past ministers, school teachers/principals, charter members of 
the congregation, the first chairman of the congregation, chairman of the building committee; present workers 
in the parish, such as the school principal or teachers, a DCE, chairman of the congregation, chairman of the 
elders, etc.; representatives of the city government (especially if one is your member), of daughter 
congregations or parent congregations, a representative from your district or the Synod, etc. Former church 
musicians may be asked to participate by playing the organ for prelude/postlude or one of the hymns or by 
singing a solo during the service.]  
 
 
SERVICE MUSIC SUGGESTIONS/WORSHIP PREPARATION 
 
[Options: Organ Music 
 Music that reflects the joy of this celebration should be considered.  Many fine 

publications are available from Concordia Publishing House.  Request a current 
Comprehensive Music Catalog from Customer Service (1-800-325-3040) or at 
cphmusic@cph.org.  An alphabetical listing of organ music will indicate: title, composer, 
instrumentation, level of difficulty, and use.  Also, consider using instrumentalists to 
accompany the congregational singing using Hymnal Companion for Woodwinds Brass 
and Percussion: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany (97-6710); Lent, Easter (97-6714); 
Pentecost, Praise (97-6715); and Reformation (97-6716).   
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ANNIVERSARY OF A  CONGREGATION  

Choral/Vocal Solo/Congregational Song 
 Many choral selections are available, including large works and concertatos.  In the 

Comprehensive Music Catalog alphabetical listings will include: title, composer, voicing, 
instrumentation, difficulty and use.  Also included in the catalog are a scriptural index and 
a hymn-tune index that will be helpful in making your selection. 

 
 Artistry in Worship 
 Have the youth of the congregation locate historic photos and documents of the church.  It 

would be interesting to display the charter of the congregation, copies of the church 
constitution, and memorabilia of years past in the narthex of the church, outside of the 
worship space.  In this manner, as people enter worship, they become mindful of God’s 
presence in the life and history of the congregation.  These items may also become the 
focus of discussion and fellowship following the Divine Service.] 

 
 
PRELUDE  
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS  
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
[The Invocation, Confession and Forgiveness may be led from the entrance to the nave.  The congregation 
should stand and face the processional cross at the rear of the church.] 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
Pastor: Almighty God, as we gather to celebrate the anniversary of this congregation, we confess 

that we have failed to live as Your people. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, and we come to You seeking Your forgiveness. 

People: We confess that we have too often built our lives on our own selfish desires, and 
not on Your holy will and Word. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Forgive 
us, Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior. 

 
Pastor: In His mercy, Almighty God sent His one and only Son to suffer and die on the cross to 

take the punishment for our sin. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce 
the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “The Church’s One Foundation”        [LW 289; TLH 473; LBW 369] 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 
 
The Greatest Gift You Can Give 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we celebrate Christian Education, the opportunity to teach the faith we have in Jesus Christ.  This gift is 
not only available to us in great abundance in our free and affluent society, but it is effected by the Holy Spirit 
of God Himself!  Let us pray that everyone here will take the opportunity to grow in faith and in the knowledge 
of salvation.  May God grant us grace to make Christian Education a valued priority for all. 
 
SERVICE MUSIC SUGGESTIONS 
 
[Options:   Organ Music 

Prepare music based on hymn tunes used in the service.  Many fine publications are available 
from Concordia Publishing House.  Request a current Comprehensive Music Catalog from 
Customer Service (1-800-325-3040) or at cphmusic@cph.org.  An alphabetical listing of organ 
music will indicate: title, composer, instrumentation, level of difficulty, and use.   

 
Choral/Solo Vocal Music 

 There are many anthems, hymns, and solos that lead people to meditate upon learning the 
Word of God.  Many choral selections are available, including large works and concertatos.  
In the Comprehensive Music Catalog alphabetical listings will include: title, composer, voicing, 
instrumentation, difficulty and use.  Also included in the catalog are a scriptural index and a 
hymn-tune index that will be helpful in making your selection. 
 

 
Congregational Singing   
An excellent hymn that sets forth the main tenets of Holy Scripture and our doctrine is “Holy 
Spirit, Gift of God” (Tune: THE CALL, HS98 835). The text is indicated below: 

 
Holy Spirit, Gift of God,      
Spread Your grace and peace abroad;    
Plant the seed of life in all     
Doomed to death in Adam’s fall.     

 
I Believe in the Holy Spirit  

Long before I knew Your name,    Best Gift God the Father gives, 
In my heart You lit Your flame;    Who receives It dies and lives. 
By the Water and the Word    Ask—It will not be refused! 
My adoption was conferred.    Pray—how is It to be used? 
 

The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints 
One is nevermore alone     New in outlook, new in hope, 
Who is kin to God’s dear Son;    Heightened vision, broadened scope; 
All are joined in unity     In them glows a love divine. 
In God’s timeless family.    Through them Jesus’ virtues shine. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY 

The Forgiveness of Sins 
Melter of the hardened heart,    Ever since the Spirit came, 
Show all who have grown apart    We are freed from guilt and shame; 
What it means to be forgiv’n    Spirit-led and Spirit-fed, 
And to be an heir of heav’n.    Free to follow Christ our Head. 
 

The Resurrection of the Body 
Show the love, the cross, the grave—   Christ who lived for us and died, 
Show all Christ had done to save;   By the Spirit was revived; 
Show the resurrected Word;    By that Spirit we shall too 
Cry in us: “My God! My Lord!”    Rise from death to life anew. 
 

      And the Life Everlasting 
From the Spirit comes the breath—   What creation could have been 
Breath that will not end in death,    Unstained by the curse of sin, 
But revives to breathe the air    We shall know in fullest bloom 
Of a bliss beyond compare.    In our promised perfect home. 
    

Praise the Father, praise the Son, 
Praise the Spirit, Three yet One! 
Never-ending glory be 
To the blessed Trinity! 

Text:  © Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 Administered by Concordia Publishing House.]  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 
CHANCEL DRAMA 
 
[A narrator and a string of “excuse givers” may present the following short chancel drama.  It may be 
performed by twenty-two (or less if parts are combined) Sunday school or Christian day school students of 
middle school or junior high age. Props or costumes are suggested.  If sound amplification is needed in your 
situation, have the players line up at a microphone and practice a rapid-fire performance of the excuses. Each 
student could practice appropriate hand gestures indicating a “no thanks” or “not me” attitude. 
 
Narrator (holding a gift and addressing the excuse givers):  “Hi, folks!  Have I got a gift for you!  It’s the one 

thing that you need more than anything else. It’s called growing in faith and it happens when 
you hear the Word of God in worship or Bible study.  So why don’t we all do it faithfully?” 

 
(wearing a hard hat or uniform hat) “Gotta work,” 
(carrying a Game Boy)   “gotta play,” 
(holding a list and a pencil)  “got a lot to do today.” 
(wearing a hunting outfit & hat)  “Gotta hunt,” 
(carrying a fishing rod, etc.)  “gotta fish.” 
(pointing at a wristwatch)  “Time for God?  Don’t I wish!” 
(pumping the arms)   “Gotta run,” 
(pointing sideways)   “gotta go,” 
(holding up a remote)   “gotta watch my TV show.” 
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MISSION FESTIVAL 
 
 
Here Am I, Send Me 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
“Go,” says God.  “No,” we reply.  I’m the wrong person, not gifted enough, not old enough, not eloquent 
enough.  “Go,” says God, “and I will be with you.”  And because we dare to believe those incredible words, 
“and I will be with you,” we are here today to risk asking our Lord Jesus Christ to send us as He was sent. 
 
 
SERVICE MUSIC SUGGESTIONS 
 
[Options. Organ 

In place of traditional music, consider securing music from a variety of cultures and 
nationalities.  A valuable hymnal resource is Cantad al Señor  (CPH 16-2547).  Consider 
extending an invitation to a mission church to sing pre-service music and\or an anthem of their 
choice.  These “mission” people may or may not represent a different nationality.  
Nonetheless, their presence in the service will spark some mission identity for the regular 
worshiping community. 

 
  Choral 
 Capitalize on the mission theme and the idea of being sent.  Request a current 

Comprehensive Music Catalog from Customer Service (1-800-325-3040) or at 
cphmusic@cph.org. Alphabetical listings of choral titles include: title, composer, voicing, 
instrumentation, difficulty, and use.  Also included in the catalog are a scriptural index and a 
hymn-tune index that will be helpful in making your selection. 

 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                       I John 1:8–9 
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MISSION FESTIVAL 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
Pastor: I confess to God almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 
most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 
sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 
People: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

I confess to God almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God almighty to have mercy 
on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
  By the mercy of God and for the sake of Christ, we are forgiven and set free. 
 
People: Thanks be to God!  Oh, come, let us worship Him. 
 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”  [LW 321; TLH 507; LBW 379] 
 
 

 WORD  
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor:  Let us pray: 
 
(Silence is kept for prayer.) 
 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You reconciled us 
to Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation, 
that all who hear it may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

People: Amen. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE MOSAIC  “I Will Be with You”  (A scripture mosaic based on excerpts from Exodus 3,  

Isaiah 6, Matthew 28.) 
 
Reader 1: Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led 

the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  There the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush.  Moses saw that though 
the bush was on fire it did not burn up.  So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange 
sight — why the bush does not burn up.” 
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WEDDING SERVICE I 
 
 
A Love Song of Praise 
 
 
[Martin Luther believed that the essence of marriage was God’s participation in and His blessing of the 
marriage.  Thus, Luther would encourage couples to exchange their vows (that, in his day, were the civil part 
of the ceremony) at the door of the church with guests gathered to witness.  Upon completion of their vows to 
one another, Pastor Luther would invite guests to enter the church and the couple to approach the altar.  
Luther would then engage the couple with appropriate Scripture readings and prayers, focusing the couple’s 
attention on God’s blessing of their marriage, which was the climax of the ceremony.  With that thought in 
mind, we place the vows today toward the beginning of the ceremony rather than toward the end.  Today’s 
pastor will adapt these thoughts to his congregation according to his feelings of appropriateness.] 
 
 
SYMBOLS WITHIN THE WEDDING SERVICE 
 
[There are many symbols that may be employed within the wedding service.  Some of these symbols can 
serve to add great meaning to the union of husband and wife in Christ.  Other symbols can detract from what 
is actually taking place and become a conversation piece following the service.  The pastor and couple will 
carefully consider which symbols are appropriate to the wedding service and which are not.  The giving of 
roses, the lighting of a unity candle, and the exchange of rings are among many symbols that may or may not 
be used in a wedding service depending upon local custom.] 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we gather in the name of the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to witness and bless the joining 
of [Name] and [Name] in holy marriage.  In order to preserve the dignity of this solemn service [Name] and 
[Name] ask guests refrain from taking flash photography from the time the procession ends until time the 
recession begins.  [Name] and [Name] will gladly pose for photos following the service and the greeting of the 
guests. 
 
 
SERVICE MUSIC SUGGESTIONS 
 
[Options: General Thoughts 

Music can be very important to the wedding service.  However, pastors and parish musicians 
must work with the wedding couple in a sensitive manner to help them appreciate the rich 
resources for music available to them.  The couple may not appreciate music that is ancient 
and revered by some in the church.  On the other hand, music that is shallow and irreverent to 
a worship setting may be upsetting to the pastor, parish musician, and members of the 
congregation. 

 
It is important to have parish guidelines for music that articulate what kind of music is and is 
not appropriate for a wedding service at the church, keeping in mind the couple’s desire to 
have music that relates to them and their guests. 
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WEDDING SERVICE I 

An excellent resource is Music for the Christian Wedding, CPH 98-3104. This guide includes 
an audiocassette that demonstrates organ and vocal music appropriate for a Christian 
wedding. 

 
It is often helpful to stress to the couple that music appropriate for a wedding service should 
also be appropriate for use in a Sunday morning worship service.  If the couple, the pastor, 
and the parish musician conclude that a certain selection of music is inappropriate for use on 
a Sunday service in that congregation, then it could easily be concluded this same selection 
would not be appropriate for a wedding service since it, too, is one of the congregation’s 
worship services. 

 
The use of hymns in a wedding service is dependent on several factors: (1) the anticipated 
number of guests at the church, (2) the anticipated number of guests who might be familiar 
with the songs, (3) the interest of the couple in singing hymns as opposed to having songs 
sung by vocalists, (4) and other factors of local interest. 

 
This service includes hymn suggestions that can be used or not used according to the local 
situation. 

 
Also included at the end of this service is a hymn text from Sing Peace, Sing Gift of Peace by 
Jaroslav Vajda.  This hymn may be sung by choir, soloist or congregation at an appropriate 
place in the service.] 

 
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
 
Faithful Lord, source of love, pour down Your grace upon [Name] and [Name], that they may fulfill the vows 
they make this day and reflect Your steadfast love in their life-long faithfulness to each other. As members with 
them in the body of Christ, use us to support their life together; and from Your great store of strength give them 
power and patience, affection and understanding, courage, and love toward You, toward each other, and 
toward the world, that they may continue together in mutual growth according to Your will in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen.  
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 
(The congregation is invited to stand.) 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” [AGPS 147; LBW 551] 
 

[OR] 
 

“O Father, All Creating”  [LW 251; TLH 621] 
 
[Parents, attendants, and even the couple may enter the sanctuary to one of the above hymns or they may 
process in to appropriate instrumental music. The type and style of procession should be carefully considered 
by the pastor and couple for its appropriateness to the church setting.] 
 
 
 

218 




