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GRADE 1
Introduction

E N D U R I N G  FA I T H ®  C U R R I C U L U M
The Enduring Faith Curriculum family is a suite of resources 
that works from the following principles:

 ● God’s Word gives life. The Word of God teaches about 
the Word made flesh—Jesus Christ—throughout its pages 
so that all people may know of a renewed life now and an 
eternal life forever with Him.

 ● We are children of God. All Enduring Faith resources 
point to who we are as people forgiven through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 ● We are called to love. These resources remind God’s for-
given children that we are called to love God and others. 

 ● Our goal is to make disciples for life. Enduring Faith 
looks at the Christian from a lifetime perspective to ensure 
that believers at every age and stage are growing and learn-
ing what it means to be a follower of Christ.  

 ● Faith is important in the home. Enduring Faith strives to 
equip teachers of the faith with resources for connection 
with families at home. The hope is that Christian families 
will realize the importance of teaching the faith at home 
and feel supported to do so. 

R E L I G I O N  C U R R I C U L U M  T R A I T S
Following the legacy of Day School religion curriculum from 
Concordia Publishing House, the Enduring Faith Religion Cur-
riculum has specific characteristics to keep in mind:

 ● Teaching is strategic and aligned. The scope and 
sequence for this Day School curriculum balances the need 
for biblical literacy and schoolwide alignment. There are 
70 lessons arranged in 8 units, beginning with creation 
and concluding with John’s Revelation. Every level works 
with the same section of the Bible for the same lesson. 
This enables schools to have schoolwide themes for weekly 
newsletters and chapels, monthly unit activities, and the 
like. At the same time, each level focuses on a variety of 
subthemes for each lesson so that students can learn the 
rich breadth of Bible content. For instance, under the 
umbrella theme “God Gives Israel Judges,” a variety of 
judges will be studied, depending on the grade level. 

 ● Curriculum design is aligned and intentional. Adminis-
trators and teachers alike can see at a glance how students 
will learn and grow throughout their years by reviewing the 
master documents of Memory Words and religion stan-
dards.

 ● Religion standards are built into the design. Education-
al professionals at the school, district, and synodical level 
of Lutheran education worked together to create a list of 
religion standards for Lutheran education. This curriculum 
intentionally teaches to these standards and notes them 
accordingly.

 ● Differentiation is key for learner support. Not only do 
students have a variety of learning needs, but they also 
have a wide variety of prior knowledge and background in 
the Bible and matters of faith. Enduring Faith strives to 
support teachers in reaching students with a wide array of 
strategies to be sure all students feel welcome and sup-
ported in learning about God’s love for them. 

 ● Teacher language is streamlined. Professional teachers 
know how to interact with their students, but teaching the 
faith can be daunting. This curriculum uses bullet points 
and selective bold text to help teachers focus on key theo-
logical points so they can naturally and confidently teach 
about the Bible. 

 ● Flexibility is built in. While many schools will take advan-
tage of walking together in faith through an aligned scope 
and sequence, teachers have numerous options within the 
lesson materials, as will be illustrated in the Teacher Guide 
Overview on the next page. 

 ● Lessons provide a two-part focus. Lessons are divided 
into two key sessions, allowing flexibility for the class-
room teacher. Session 1 focuses on learning the biblical 
account. Session 2 applies the biblical learning to students’ 
lives. Depending on the classroom schedule, teachers 
may condense or extend learning, but the two-part design 
ensures that students learn both biblical content and faith 
application. 

 ● Technology provides support. Teachers, families, and 
students will find helpful tools with devotions, unit vid-
eos, Memory Words activities, checks for understanding, 
assessment helps, and more. Review the Enduring Faith 
digital resources to familiarize yourself with these helps.

W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R
We are honored to partner with you in teaching the faith to the 
next generation! We pray that this curriculum enables you to 
more easily work together with your colleagues and families. 
We also invite you to reach out to us so that we may better work 
with you in teaching God’s children about their Savior. Call 
800-325-3040 any time.
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Teacher Guide Overview
U N I T  PAG E S
There are 8 themed units. The two unit pages at the beginning 
of the unit include these helps:

 ● Unit Theme and Focus: An explanation of what the unit is 
about and ways the theme applies at specific grade levels. 

 ● Preassessments: Suggestions for evaluating where stu-
dents are in their learning to inform your teaching.

 ● Project Ideas: Classroom project ideas.
 ● Into the World: Information on how the Church ministers 

to people through various organizations and projects along 
with ideas for putting faith into action. 

 ● Look Ahead: Things to check out before you teach. 

At the end of the unit, there are two more pages of helps: 
 ● Postassessments: Suggestions for review and questions or 

activities for understanding what students have learned.
 ● Christian Heritage: Select topics that explore the history 

of the Christian Church from its early years to present day. 
 ● Additional Domains in Religion Standards: Topics and 

activities relating to biblical literacy, Lutheran doctrine, 
worship life, works of love, and confessing the faith. 

 ● Faith Family Ideas: Activities and resources for use in 
multigrade faith families in your school.

 ● Unit Extenders: Ideas for extending the unit theme.

1 1

LESSON 1
God Creates the World | God Creates and Gives Life

Genesis 1–2 | Genesis 1–2

B AC KG R O U N D
The creation account in Genesis tells us 
how all things came into being through 
the power of God’s Word. It also reveals 
truths about our God. It reveals that our 
God is all powerful. He is good and gra-
cious. He did not have to create, but He 
chose to create so that He might demon-
strate His love. The pinnacle of God’s 
creation was Adam and Eve—humankind. 
God entrusted all He created to the care 
of humans, but He didn’t stop taking care 
of them or His creation—God continues 
to be active and present in our lives and 
in our world.  
By first grade, most children are realizing 
that the world they live in is not always 
good. Help children understand that this 

C L A S S R O O M  D E V O T I O N
Mike ran into the house shouting, “Mom! 
I need a jar!” Mike’s mom soon realized 
that he wanted to catch a few lightning 
bugs before the summer ended. She gave 
him a clean jar with a lid and then showed 
Mike how to use a hammer and nail to 
pound holes into the metal lid so the bugs 
would have air to breathe. 
“Thanks, Mom!” he said as he gave her a 
quick hug and then darted out the door 
with his jar. Mike caught a few lightning 
bugs and sat on the front porch steps 
watching them glow off and on as the sun 
went down and darkness came. He saw 
the small heads, bodies, legs, and anten-
nae. Mike wondered how the bugs made 
their special bright lights glow. His mom 
always told him, “God made them special 
that way.” Then Mike opened the lid and 
let the lightning bugs fly back to their 
grassy homes. “Good night, lightning 
bugs!” he said as he walked up the steps 
and went inside to get ready for bed.

is not the way God planned things to be. 
We live in a world that God made “very 
good” but has been spoiled by evil. As a 
result, sometimes we suffer. Yet God still 
has us in His loving hands, and we can 
trust in Him. He won the battle against 
evil when Jesus died on the cross and rose 
from the dead; now we look forward to a 
world where God “will dwell with them, 
and they will be His people, and God 
Himself will be with them as their God. 
He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away” (Revelation 21:3–4).

God the Father, our Creator, has made 
all things in the heavens and on earth, 
and He has made each of His creations 
good. The littlest lightning bug, you and 
me, and the largest whale are all part of 
His wonderful creation. He takes care of 
all His creation, from the smallest to the 
tallest. Doesn’t that make you feel like 
praising Him?

PRAY Dear God our Father, You cre-
ated us and everything in our world 
beautiful and good, from the smallest 
to the tallest. Help us see the wonder 
of Your great creation. Remind us that 
our Savior, Jesus, has made us all new 
creatures and that we can celebrate 
because of Him! Amen.

SING “Earth and All Stars” (LSB 817; 
LOSP, p. 57) or “Who Made the Sky So 
Bright and Blue” (LOSP, p. 74).

C E N T R A L  T R U T H 
Our triune God abundantly blesses 
us with our world and with all that we 
are and have, including our bodies 
and souls, families and friends, 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus.

G R A D E - L E V E L  T R U T H
God, our Creator-Father, made 
the world and everything in it. He 
loves the world, takes care of us, 
and even re-creates us because 
sin spoiled His perfect creation.

S TA N DA R D S
• LD1: Describe who God is and what He does for His 

children.
• LD2: Recognize that God created all things and 

continues to care for His creation.
• WoL3: Express an understanding that God has given 

people special abilities and roles to serve others in 
homes, schools, congregations, and society.

O B J E C T I V E S
• Tell how God created the world and everything in it. 
• Explain that everything God created was good.
• Thank and praise God for all that He created—

including us!

M AT E R I A L S
Session 1
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide Introduction, p. 8)
• Pictures of creation (bird, mountain, river, etc.) or 

digital device with pictures or video of God’s creation

Session 2
• The Basics 
• Construction paper and scissors, paper-doll template
• Hand mirror or full-length mirror
• Black dry-erase marker and eraser

1 4

Lesson Extenders
C H E C K  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Ask students to think of something special about themselves 
and to think of a way to silently act that out in charades. Stu-
dents may want to act out something they like to do or some-
thing they are good at (reading, singing, playing basketball). Or 
have students act out one way they can serve others and be good 
caretakers of our world (watering the plants, sweeping the floor, 
picking up garbage and putting it in the wastebasket). As each 
student presents his or her charade, have the others guess what 
that student’s “wonderfully made” blessing or service might be.

R E L AT E
Social Studies P Ask students to look in magazines and catalogs, 
cut out pictures of people, and glue those onto a poster board 
or a bulletin board titled “We Are All God’s Children.” In what 
ways are we all the same? different? What similarities and 
differences do we celebrate? Why is it important to accept 
someone the way God our Creator has made him or her? 
What are the gifts and talents God has blessed us with? 
What are some of your personal challenges? How can you 
ask God for help with them? Have students create a special 
prayer about acceptance, forgiveness, and caring for others. 

D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R
Set up a classroom discovery center about creation. Set out 
library books and photos of natural wonders of the world, plants 
and animals, and a variety of cultures of people. Make a poster 
titled “God’s Amazing World,” and let students contribute their 
findings to it.

E X P L O R E
Science P Let the children see how God makes each individual 
unique—one of a kind. Have children press their fingers and 
thumbs onto an ink pad and then onto a piece of paper. Have 
students use a magnifying glass to compare fingerprints with 
those of their classmates. Talk about how no two people have 
been found to have the same fingerprints—they are complete-
ly unique. Read Psalm 139:13–14: “For You formed my inward 
parts; You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I 
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Won-
derful are Your works; my soul knows it very well.” Praise 
God for making each individual special and for the forgiveness 
given for each individual’s sin. Jesus died on the cross for each 
person’s sin. On a large sheet of paper, have children make indi-
vidual thumbprints to form a cross.

C R E AT E
Art P Have students create a puppet to represent themselves. 
Give each child a paper lunch bag. Set out pieces of felt, scraps 
of paper and fabric, craft glue, scissors, yarn, buttons, and mark-
ers. Have students lay the bag on the table with the bottom flap 
facing up. Show students how to make a mouth that “opens” by 
drawing the top part of the mouth and lips on the lower edge of 
the flap and drawing the bottom part of the mouth and lips on 
the bag itself, just below the flap. Students can glue on yarn for 
hair and draw on facial features or use buttons and scraps of felt, 
fabric, and paper. Ask students to describe what makes them 
unique. Remind students that while God made each one of them 
to be special and unique, God loves each one of them the same.

E X P R E S S
Language P Teach your students this chant to say as they jump 
rope, bounce a ball, or simply call back and forth to one another. 
If you choose to do this activity indoors, have students make up 
actions to go with the words as they say them.

God created the earth, God created the sea.
God created you, and God created me!
God loves His earth, God loves His sea.
God dearly loves you and dearly loves me! 
God cares for His earth, God cares for His sea. 
God really cares for you and really cares for me!
I am wonderfully made, you are wonderful too.
I am special to God, and so are you!

W O R K S  O F  L O V E
God made Adam and Eve caretakers of His beautiful world. We 
are also caretakers of God’s world. Ask students to think about 
what they can do to help take care of God’s creation. If they have 
trouble coming up with ideas, prompt them with suggestions: 
Can they water plants and rake leaves? Can they turn off lights 
when they leave a room and turn off the water while they are 
brushing their teeth? Take a look around your classroom. What 
can students do in the classroom to help take care of it? Lead 
students in making a list of ways that students can care for their 
school books and materials and keep the classroom neat and 
clean. Help them think of ways that they can care for one anoth-
er, too, such as comforting a friend who is sad, sharing a pencil 
with a classmate, and saying kind words to one another.

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

1 4

Background
This section lets you see the 
biblical foundation of each 
lesson.

Classroom Devotion
Every lesson includes a brief 
devotion, along with hymn and 
song suggestions from these 
resources:
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
One and All Rejoice (OAR) 
Little Ones Sing Praise (LOSP) 
Sing & Wonder (S&W)

Title and Text
The umbrella theme title and 
Bible text for all grades are 
in roman, followed by the 
grade-level title and Bible text 
in bold.

T E AC H I N G  T H E  L E S S O N

Lesson Overview 
A long sidebar on the first page lists key information you will 
need for teaching:
Central Truth is shared by all grades. 
Grade-Level Truth is specific to a grade.  
Standards provides religion standards taught in the lesson.  
Objectives guides teaching and informs assessment.   
Materials lists items you need to teach each lesson; “The 
Basics” include standard classroom supplies and student 
materials. See page 8 for a complete list.

Lesson Extenders
The last page of the lesson contains ideas for extending the 
lesson. These extenders give you options for customizing each 
lesson to best meet the needs of your schedule and the unique 
learning styles of the students in your classroom. Be sure to 
check out this page for activities to expand and enrich the 
concepts taught, suggestions for carrying the lesson theme into 
other curricular areas, or ways to connect the lesson to worship/
liturgy, Lutheran doctrine, catechism, and the like.

Gr1-TG-composite.indb   6Gr1-TG-composite.indb   6 8/25/21   2:16 PM8/25/21   2:16 PM



7

1 2

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1  |  SESSION 1

E X T R A  T H O U G H T S
First, God created a man from the dirt of the ground and 
breathed life into him. God named the first man Adam. God 
loved Adam, and He didn’t want him to live alone. So He 
made Adam fall asleep, and while Adam slept, God took a 
rib from Adam and made a woman. Adam named the first 
woman Eve. Adam and Eve were husband and wife. They 
were very happy in God’s beautiful and good world.

FA I T H  C O N C E P T S
We say in the Apostles’ Creed that we believe in God the 
Father, Maker (Creator) of heaven and earth. All that 
God created in His world was good. 
Point to the Student Book. Ask students what words you 
said together after each day of creation. (“And God saw that 
it was good.”) Ask students to name some of the good things 
we have on earth. Every good thing we have is something 
God created or comes from something God created.

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Cut out pictures of creation (bird, mountain, river, etc.). You 
could also gather these images on a digital device. Show a stu-
dent one image; do not show everyone. The other children can 
play twenty questions to guess the image.
What is your favorite thing in this whole world that God has 
made? Discuss creation, using the following points:

 ● Our Creator God has made all things wonderful and good; 
each is a blessing to us. 

 ● In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 ● Point out that our triune God—Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit—is our three-in-one God.
 ● Our three-in-one God was there at creation.
 ● God the Father still takes care of creation today.

I N T O  T H E  W O R D
Write the word create on the board. Ask students to name things 
they can create, or make. (Drawing, Lego creation, sculpture)
Can you make a tree? an animal? a person? No, but God can!

 ● We say in the Apostles’ Creed that we believe in God the 
Father, Maker (or Creator) of heaven and earth. 

 ● In six days, God created all things, out of nothing, by His 
Word. 

 ● God created everything in His world good.
Show a Bible and turn to Genesis. Today’s Bible story comes 
from the very first book of the Bible, Genesis! 
Turn to the Student Book, page 5. As you read what God created 
on each day, have students repeat the words in bold with you: 
“And God saw that it was good.” After you have read the cre-
ation account, have students look at the picture at the top of the 
page. Talk about each day of creation, using the points below:

 ● What did God call the light? What did He call the dark?
 ● What do you see in the sky?
 ● God let water flow into lakes, rivers, and oceans, and dry 

ground appeared. Name a type of plant.
 ● How does the sun help us? How about the moon and stars?
 ● Name some animals that swim in the water. Name animals 

that fly in the sky.
 ● What animals live on the land? 
 ● What was God’s greatest creation? People! Adam and Eve 

were husband and wife. They were very happy in God’s 
beautiful and good world. 

 ● God was not tired. He rested on the seventh day to set 
aside a special day for humans to rest and worship Him.

5

GOD CREATES  
AND GIVES LIFE

Genesis 1-2
UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

I n the beginning, there was only God and 
darkness. 

On Day 1, God said, “Let there be light!” And there 
was light! God called the light “Day,” and He called 
the darkness “Night.” And God saw that it was 
good.
On Day 2, God said, “Let there be a great big sky to 
separate the waters.” And there was a great big sky. 
And God saw that it was good.
On Day 3, God said, “Let there be land.” And there 
was land. God said, “Let there be green grass, trees, 
bushes, and flowers.” God made trees, bushes, 
flowers, and all kinds of plants. And God saw that it 
was good.
On Day 4, God said, “Let there be a bright, shining 
sun in the sky for light and heat. Let there be a moon 
and stars to shine at night.” The sun appeared in the 
day, and the moon and stars came out at night. And 
God saw that it was good.
On Day 5, God said, “Let there be sea creatures 
living in the water! Let there be birds flying in 

the air!” And there were fish and octopuses, 
hummingbirds and geese, and every other creature 
that lives in the sea and flies in the air. And God saw 
that it was good.
On Day 6, God said, “Let there be all kinds of land 
animals!” God made foxes and squirrels, horses and 
lizards, and many, many other kinds of animals that 
live on the land. And God saw that it was good.
Then God made people to take care of His world. 
God made a man, Adam, and a woman, Eve. God 
made them husband and wife, the first family. And 
God saw that it was very good!
On Day 7, God rested. God wasn’t tired from all His 
work of creation. He was showing us how we should 
take a day to rest and to worship Him, the Creator of 
all things.
Sunday is the special day that we set aside to 
worship God, listen to His Word, and thank and 
praise Him for all that He has done to care for us. 
We thank God for creating us and all things. We 
thank Him for sending Jesus to be our Savior. 

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1  |  SESSION 2

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Point to the Memory Words at the bottom of the Student 
Book page. Say the verse in sections, having students repeat 
after you. Then say the whole verse together. Remind stu-
dents that the words of the Bible are the true words of God.

C L A S S R O O M  C O M M U N I T Y
We have a good, loving Creator-God, who cares for each 
one of us. In what ways has God created you different 
from everyone else in our classroom? Listen as each stu-
dent tells his or her difference(s), and affirm and praise God 
for each person.
Pair up students to interview each other using three or four 
questions. (What’s your favorite food? What are you good 
at?) Have each student introduce the other in front of class. 
End each interview with “Thank You, God, for creating 
[child’s name].”   

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Use scissors to cut a row of paper dolls from a length of con-
struction paper. Look what I made! I can make paper dolls, 
but could I make a real person? No, only God can do that!
Hold up a mirror. God has made each person unique. He 
didn’t cut us out in a row of paper dolls that look the same. 
He made us each different. He has given you a one-of-a-kind 
body, mind, and personality. What are some special things 
you like about yourself? Affirm each child’s response. Help by 
pointing out special things about each person. Remind students 
these aren’t always physical but might be spiritual, emotional, or 
intellectual. 

I N T O  O U R  L I V E S
Read from your open Bible: God said, “Let us make man in 
Our image, after Our likeness. . . . So God created man in His 
own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them” (Genesis 1:26–27).

 ● What is the very best thing that God created? (Hold up 
mirror again.) It’s you! God made people!

 ● God created each of us. He knew us even before we 
were born. In what ways are people different? (Hair, 
eyes, skin color) In what ways are people the same? (All 
our bodies have a heart that pumps blood and a brain that 
thinks; we all need Jesus as our Savior.) Listen to students, 
affirming and praising God for each person.  

Use the activity on page 6 of the Student Book to review God’s 
wonderful creation. We respond with thanks and praise!

 ● Ask students to draw some of their favorite things that 
God created in the top frame on the activity page.

 ● In the bottom frame, ask students to draw God’s most 
wonderful creation—themselves!

 ● What are some ways we can thank and praise God for 
creating the world and for creating us? (Ideas might 
include singing, dancing, and telling others about God.)

Hold up the mirror again, and use a dry-erase marker to draw a 
“crack” down the middle of the mirror. God made everything 
perfect, but Adam and Eve sinned. God’s perfect world was 
spoiled. 
But God kept loving the people He had made. He promised 
that He would send His Son to take our sins away and make 
all things new again. Erase the “crack.” Because of Jesus, one 
day we will be with God the Father again, in heaven, and 
everything will be perfect once more.

6

God created some of my favorite things!

God created me!

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1

Draw a picture of some of your favorite things in God’s wonderful creation. Then draw a 
picture of God’s most wonderful creation—you!

GOD’S CREATION

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS

Into the Word
This section, found in Session 1 of each 
lesson, provides the heart of the lesson, 
giving special attention to the Bible story 
or Bible study focus for the lesson. 
For young children, this section pro-
vides ideas for teaching the Bible story in 
age-appropriate ways. For primary grades 
with young readers, guided-reading 
discussion points and ideas are provided 
to teach God’s Word. Older students are 
encouraged to read the biblical text with 
this section supporting and enriching 
their understanding.

Student Book Reduction Pages
For easy reference, an inset of the Student Book page is in-
cluded in each lesson. Session 1 has the Bible story portion of 
the lesson. Session 2 has an activity page that applies what was 
learned in the lesson, with answers filled in, if applicable.

Lesson Support
Below the Student Book page in each 
session, you will find additional ideas for 
teaching your lesson. The content varies 
from lesson to lesson. It includes teach-
er tips, active learning ideas, and a wide 
variety of other ideas to enhance student 
learning. 

Into Our Lives
This section, found in Session 2 of each 
lesson, provides teaching points to help 
students learn how the Bible lesson 
applies in their lives today. It encourages 
students to react to, respond to, and apply 
the concepts they have learned to their 
own lives as God’s children. Most import-
ant, it shows them how God has worked 
and continues to work in their lives.

Into the Lesson
This section, found in both sessions, captures your students’ 
interest by using an object lesson, discussion, demonstration, 
activity, puppet play, or the like, inviting them into the lesson. 
In Session 2, this section may also review the Bible story in 
preparation for applying it to students’ lives.
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A Closer Look at the Basics
The Materials list in each lesson mentions “The Basics,” which 
includes classroom supplies such as the following:

 ● For the classroom: Bibles, catechisms, hymnals/song-
books, music recordings, digital devices, blank paper, 
construction paper, note cards, adhesive notes, tape, glue, 
staplers.

 ● For each student: Enduring Faith Grade 1 Student Book, En-
during Faith Grade 1 Sticker Pad, scissors, pencils, crayons 
or markers, colored pencils.

Overview of Student Materials
S T U D E N T  B O O K
In the Student Book, the first page of each lesson, for use with 
Session 1, focuses on the Bible account. The reverse side, used 
with Session 2, includes an application activity and Memory 
Words from the Bible. There are extra pages in the back of the 
Student Book. Most grades have a glossary so students can look 
up faith words they may not know. Preschool and Kindergarten 
levels offer Bible figures with simple suggestions. 

S T I C K E R  PA D
Students in Preschool, Kindergarten, and Grade 1 receive a 
Sticker Pad to use in completing lesson activities. Some levels 
have additional “bonus” stickers in the back for added fun!

Additional Teacher Resources
B I B L E S
You know what Bibles work well for your classroom and school. 
Here are two great options to consider:

 ● The Hear Me Read Bible: A collection of 18 Bible stories 
using 25 words or less. Level 2 has 8 additional stories.

 ● The Growing in Faith Bible Storybook: A collection of 125 
narratives with illustrations.

H Y M N A L S / S O N G B O O K S
You know what hymnals and songbooks work well for your 
classroom. Here are two great options to consider: 

 ● Little Ones Sing Praise (LOSP): A collection of songs to 
help young children pray, praise, and offer thanks to God.

 ● One and All Rejoice: Children’s hymnal with 200 favorite 
and new hymns and songs, liturgies, and prayers.

C AT E C H I S M S
The Enduring Faith Religion Curriculum intentionally connects 
to the Small Catechism. Here are two great options to consider:

 ● My First Catechism: Using colorful illustrations and sim-
ple language, this catechism is designed for young children. 

 ● Follow and Do: Six small illustrated books of easy-to-read 
text to introduce the Small Catechism to young children.

Digital Resources
The following digital resources are designed to support you, 
your students, and their families.

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Each lesson has Memory Words from the Bible in the Student 
Book. Because committing the Scriptures to memory has value 
for Christians of all ages, the curriculum provides digital re-
sources to assist with the learning process. 

M U S I C
Many recordings of hymns and songs are available in the digital 
resources. Check for playlists to enhance singing.

AC T I V I T I E S
All lessons have online activities, and available resources will 
continue to grow. Check often for ways to reinforce learning in 
the classroom and at home.

U N I T  V I D E O S
Each of the 8 units includes a video to help summarize the cor-
responding section of the Bible and its themes. You may choose 
to share a link to the video so families can stay connected. 

Curriculum Supplements
Concordia Publishing House offers a number of curriculum 
resources to enrich student learning across subject areas.

L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  S E X
Concordia Publishing House’s highly acclaimed Learning About 
Sex series has been helping families and schools explain God’s 
gift of sexuality for generations. The series includes resources 
for preschool through adults with versions for boys and girls.

C H R I S T I A N  C H A R AC T E R  C O N N E C T I O N
Christian teachers will find practical ideas and activities to help 
them assist students in understanding themselves and others. 
Students will acquire life skills that will be helpful in dealing 
with challenging situations throughout their lives. 
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UNIT 1
God Creates the World and Calls a Nation

U N I T  T H E M E
The first words in the Book of Genesis lay 
the foundation for what lies ahead: “In 
the beginning, God . . .” God’s work of 
creation and redemption is set in motion 
with one simple phrase. 
As this school year begins, you will be 
taking your students to the foundation 
of this great metanarrative. The account 
concerning God’s creation of the heavens 
and the earth in six natural days lays the 
foundation for all of Scripture. 
This first unit covers a grand sweep of 
Old Testament history, beginning with 
the creation of the world and continuing 
through the life story of Joseph. Students 
will learn how sin first entered our world 
and see how God established His plan to 
rescue all humankind from their sins. 
Within that sweep of history, students 
will meet patriarchs, including Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. But 
more than just learning their names, 
students will be led to understand the 

U N I T  L E S S O N S
1. God Creates and Gives Life

Genesis 1–2
2. Cain and Abel  

Genesis 4
3. The Flood 

Genesis 6–9
4. God’s Promises to Abram 

Genesis 15; 17:1–18:15
5. Sarai, Hagar, and Ishmael 

Genesis 16:1–16; 21:8–21
6. Isaac Blesses His Sons

Genesis 27
7. Jacob’s Family

Genesis 29:1–30:24
8. Joseph Is Sold by His Brothers

Genesis 37:12–36
9. Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

Genesis 42–44

important place the patriarchs had in 
the greater salvation story. No one had a 
greater role than any other; rather, each 
was used by God as part of the whole in 
order that God’s will might be fulfilled. 
As you lead students through this unit, 
help them see the foundation established 
when God created the world and every-
thing in it. Adam and Eve destroyed that 
perfect creation through their willful sin. 
That sin had consequences, which we see 
throughout the rest of this unit and in our 
own lives. At the same time, we see how 
God works through His people to carry 
out His plan for the coming Savior—for 
the people of the Old Testament and for 
us today.

U N I T  F O C U S  F O R  G R A D E  1
First graders can recognize Jesus as their Savior and express their love for Him. They can also recognize sin and that it needs to 
be punished. You have the privilege of giving them assurance of God’s unconditional love for them as they grow in understand-
ing of the forgiveness that they have through faith in Jesus. As students learn the foundational accounts of God’s people from 
Adam to Joseph, they will see many similarities to their own families, including sin and conflict. Most important, students will 
see how God is gracious and merciful to His children. God knows what is best for His children and uses even bad things that 
happen to us for good. Students will see the depth of our heavenly Father’s love for His children through the blessing of His 
Son, Jesus, our Savior. God blesses His children with all that they need to live here on earth and for eternity with Him in heaven. 

 ● You will find your students at varying degrees of depth and understanding in their spiritual life. Aim at meeting your stu-
dents where they are, bring the Word of God to them, and trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to work the results.

 ● Remind children that the Bible accounts you read from the Student Book are all true and that they come from the Bible, 
God’s Word. Show them your own Bible often and point out where the accounts are found in it. All the accounts in Unit 1 
come from the Book of Genesis.

 ● Look for ways to make connections between the Bible lesson and the other parts of your day, helping children to see how 
God’s Word guides us in all that we think, do, and say.
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P R E A S S E S S M E N T S
KWL chart—Make a KWL chart that covers the topics and 
people in this first unit: creation, sin, the flood, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 

 ● K—What do the students know about each topic or 
person? W—What do the students want and need 
to know about each topic or person? L—Use an 
open-ended question in an exit ticket at the end of a 
lesson to allow the students to share what they learned 
during the lesson. 

 ● Make an index card for each student that says “yes” 
on one side and “no” on the other. Ask a yes-or-no 
question about each of the topics or people in this 
unit. Students answer by showing either the “yes” or 
“no” side of their cards. Examples: “Did God create 
the world in six days?” “Did God tell Adam to build an 
ark?” Talk briefly about each answer, and give students 
the correct answer for the “no” questions. 

 ● Remind students that it’s okay if they don’t know 
something; there are no penalties for wrong answers. 
You are giving them a sneak peek at the exciting Bible 
accounts that you will be studying together in the up-
coming weeks.

P R O J E C T  I D E A S
“God’s Big, Big Creation Book”—Have students work 
together to create an oversized book that describes the 
world that God created for us. 

1. Use seven large sheets of heavy paper or poster board 
folded in half to create a book with 26 pages and a 
cover. 

2. Draw a large letter of the alphabet at the top of each 
page in the book. Students will draw pictures and write 
words that begin with the letter on each page. The pic-
tures and words should describe something that God 
has made or done for us. 

3. Give students time to work on the book individually or 
in pairs at various times throughout the unit. Encour-
age students to write or draw about the Bible narra-
tives and how they see God working and blessing His 
people. 

4. The book can also be used as a formative or summa-
tive assessment tool to help gauge what students are 
learning after each lesson and at the end of the unit. 

L O O K  A H E A D
 ● Reaching Every Student, p. 18 

Get to know your students.
 ● Searching Further, p. 22 

Connect with an animal shelter.
 ● Create, p. 26 

Make and eat a “sandy” snack.
 ● Faith in Action, p. 34

Make bags for children in need.
 ● Faith at Home, p. 38

Send home a parent interview.
 ● Explore, p. 46

A science experiment about trust.
 ● Biblical Literacy, p. 48

Memorize the books of the Bible.
 ● Worship Life, p. 48

Celebrate Baptisms and birthdays.

I N T O  T H E  W O R L D
The Church celebrates and affirms life! 
Our God is the Creator of all things, the 
God of life. God created our universe in 
six days, saving the best for last—you and 
me, humankind. The accounts from Gen-
esis in this unit are great examples of how 
our God creates, provides, preserves, and 
protects His people. 
Life-affirming organizations work to 
equip people to be Gospel-motivated 
voices for life. Their mission is to help 
people understand that each human life 
is created and gifted by God. God loves 
all people—He loves humankind so much 
that He sent His Son to die for all human 
life. That makes every human life import-
ant, valuable, and meaningful. 

Here are a few ways that your class and 
school can celebrate and affirm life:

 ● Dedicate a chapel service to cele-
brating life. Sing “Children of the 
Heavenly Father” (LSB 725; OAR 
271) and “Father Welcomes” (LSB 
605; OAR 255). Offerings can go to a 
local Christian pregnancy center. 

 ● Send a note home asking for socks 
or food to be given to a local shelter 
for the unhoused.

 ● Order or borrow a set of fetal mod-
els. Children can hold these lifelike 
models to help them better under-
stand and value life in the womb.

 ● Have each grade create "Welcome" 
cards for immigrants or "Thinking of 
You" cards for the elderly.

UNIT 1

Unit Prep
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LESSON 1
God Creates the World | God Creates and Gives Life

Genesis 1–2 | Genesis 1–2

B AC KG R O U N D
The creation account in Genesis tells us 
how all things came into being through 
the power of God’s Word. It also reveals 
truths about our God. It reveals that our 
God is all powerful. He is good and gra-
cious. He did not have to create, but He 
chose to create so that He might demon-
strate His love. The pinnacle of God’s 
creation was Adam and Eve—humankind. 
God entrusted all He created to the care 
of humans, but He didn’t stop taking care 
of them or His creation—God continues 
to be active and present in our lives and 
in our world.  
By first grade, most children are realizing 
that the world they live in is not always 
good. Help children understand that this 

C L A S S R O O M  D E V O T I O N
Mike ran into the house shouting, “Mom! 
I need a jar!” Mike’s mom soon realized 
that he wanted to catch a few lightning 
bugs before the summer ended. She gave 
him a clean jar with a lid and then showed 
Mike how to use a hammer and nail to 
pound holes into the metal lid so the bugs 
would have air to breathe. 
“Thanks, Mom!” he said as he gave her a 
quick hug and then darted out the door 
with his jar. Mike caught a few lightning 
bugs and sat on the front porch steps 
watching them glow off and on as the sun 
went down and darkness came. He saw 
the small heads, bodies, legs, and anten-
nae. Mike wondered how the bugs made 
their special bright lights glow. His mom 
always told him, “God made them special 
that way.” Then Mike opened the lid and 
let the lightning bugs fly back to their 
grassy homes. “Good night, lightning 
bugs!” he said as he walked up the steps 
and went inside to get ready for bed.

is not the way God planned things to be. 
We live in a world that God made “very 
good” but has been spoiled by evil. As a 
result, sometimes we suffer. Yet God still 
has us in His loving hands, and we can 
trust in Him. He won the battle against 
evil when Jesus died on the cross and rose 
from the dead; now we look forward to a 
world where God “will dwell with them, 
and they will be His people, and God 
Himself will be with them as their God. 
He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away” (Revelation 21:3–4).

God the Father, our Creator, has made 
all things in the heavens and on earth, 
and He has made each of His creations 
good. The littlest lightning bug, you and 
me, and the largest whale are all part of 
His wonderful creation. He takes care of 
all His creation, from the smallest to the 
tallest. Doesn’t that make you feel like 
praising Him?

PRAY Dear God our Father, You cre-
ated us and everything in our world 
beautiful and good, from the smallest 
to the tallest. Help us see the wonder 
of Your great creation. Remind us that 
our Savior, Jesus, has made us all new 
creatures and that we can celebrate 
because of Him! Amen.

SING “Earth and All Stars” (LSB 817; 
LOSP, p. 57) or “Who Made the Sky So 
Bright and Blue” (LOSP, p. 74).

C E N T R A L  T R U T H 
Our triune God abundantly blesses 
us with our world and with all that we 
are and have, including our bodies 
and souls, families and friends, 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus.

G R A D E - L E V E L  T R U T H
God, our Creator-Father, made 
the world and everything in it. He 
loves the world, takes care of us, 
and even re-creates us because 
sin spoiled His perfect creation.

S TA N DA R D S
• LD1: Describe who God is and what He does for His 

children.
• LD2: Recognize that God created all things and 

continues to care for His creation.
• WoL3: Express an understanding that God has given 

people special abilities and roles to serve others in 
homes, schools, congregations, and society.

O B J E C T I V E S
• Tell how God created the world and everything in it. 
• Explain that everything God created was good.
• Thank and praise God for all that He created—

including us!

M AT E R I A L S
Session 1
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide Introduction, p. 8)
• Pictures of creation (bird, mountain, river, etc.) or 

digital device with pictures or video of God’s creation

Session 2
• The Basics 
• Construction paper and scissors, paper-doll template
• Hand mirror or full-length mirror
• Black dry-erase marker and eraser
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UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1  |  SESSION 1

E X T R A  T H O U G H T S
First, God created a man from the dirt of the ground and 
breathed life into him. God named the first man Adam. God 
loved Adam, and He didn’t want him to live alone. So He 
made Adam fall asleep, and while Adam slept, God took a 
rib from Adam and made a woman. Adam named the first 
woman Eve. Adam and Eve were husband and wife. They 
were very happy in God’s beautiful and good world.

FA I T H  C O N C E P T S
We say in the Apostles’ Creed that we believe in God the 
Father, Maker (Creator) of heaven and earth. All that 
God created in His world was good. 
Point to the Student Book. Ask students what words you 
said together after each day of creation. (“And God saw that 
it was good.”) Ask students to name some of the good things 
we have on earth. Every good thing we have is something 
God created or comes from something God created.

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Cut out pictures of creation (bird, mountain, river, etc.). You 
could also gather these images on a digital device. Show a stu-
dent one image; do not show everyone. The other children can 
play twenty questions to guess the image.
What is your favorite thing in this whole world that God has 
made? Discuss creation, using the following points:

 ● Our Creator God has made all things wonderful and good; 
each is a blessing to us. 

 ● In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 ● Point out that our triune God—Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit—is our three-in-one God.
 ● Our three-in-one God was there at creation.
 ● God the Father still takes care of creation today.

I N T O  T H E  W O R D
Write the word create on the board. Ask students to name things 
they can create, or make. (Drawing, Lego creation, sculpture)
Can you make a tree? an animal? a person? No, but God can!

 ● We say in the Apostles’ Creed that we believe in God the 
Father, Maker (or Creator) of heaven and earth. 

 ● In six days, God created all things, out of nothing, by His 
Word. 

 ● God created everything in His world good.
Show a Bible and turn to Genesis. Today’s Bible story comes 
from the very first book of the Bible, Genesis! 
Turn to the Student Book, page 5. As you read what God created 
on each day, have students repeat the words in bold with you: 
“And God saw that it was good.” After you have read the cre-
ation account, have students look at the picture at the top of the 
page. Talk about each day of creation, using the points below:

 ● What did God call the light? What did He call the dark?
 ● What do you see in the sky?
 ● God let water flow into lakes, rivers, and oceans, and dry 

ground appeared. Name a type of plant.
 ● How does the sun help us? How about the moon and stars?
 ● Name some animals that swim in the water. Name animals 

that fly in the sky.
 ● What animals live on the land? 
 ● What was God’s greatest creation? People! Adam and Eve 

were husband and wife. They were very happy in God’s 
beautiful and good world. 

 ● God was not tired. He rested on the seventh day to set 
aside a special day for humans to rest and worship Him.

5

GOD CREATES  
AND GIVES LIFE

Genesis 1-2
UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

I n the beginning, there was only God and 
darkness. 

On Day 1, God said, “Let there be light!” And there 
was light! God called the light “Day,” and He called 
the darkness “Night.” And God saw that it was 
good.
On Day 2, God said, “Let there be a great big sky to 
separate the waters.” And there was a great big sky. 
And God saw that it was good.
On Day 3, God said, “Let there be land.” And there 
was land. God said, “Let there be green grass, trees, 
bushes, and flowers.” God made trees, bushes, 
flowers, and all kinds of plants. And God saw that it 
was good.
On Day 4, God said, “Let there be a bright, shining 
sun in the sky for light and heat. Let there be a moon 
and stars to shine at night.” The sun appeared in the 
day, and the moon and stars came out at night. And 
God saw that it was good.
On Day 5, God said, “Let there be sea creatures 
living in the water! Let there be birds flying in 

the air!” And there were fish and octopuses, 
hummingbirds and geese, and every other creature 
that lives in the sea and flies in the air. And God saw 
that it was good.
On Day 6, God said, “Let there be all kinds of land 
animals!” God made foxes and squirrels, horses and 
lizards, and many, many other kinds of animals that 
live on the land. And God saw that it was good.
Then God made people to take care of His world. 
God made a man, Adam, and a woman, Eve. God 
made them husband and wife, the first family. And 
God saw that it was very good!
On Day 7, God rested. God wasn’t tired from all His 
work of creation. He was showing us how we should 
take a day to rest and to worship Him, the Creator of 
all things.
Sunday is the special day that we set aside to 
worship God, listen to His Word, and thank and 
praise Him for all that He has done to care for us. 
We thank God for creating us and all things. We 
thank Him for sending Jesus to be our Savior. 

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1  |  SESSION 2

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Point to the Memory Words at the bottom of the Student 
Book page. Say the verse in sections, having students repeat 
after you. Then say the whole verse together. Remind stu-
dents that the words of the Bible are the true words of God.

C L A S S R O O M  C O M M U N I T Y
We have a good, loving Creator-God, who cares for each 
one of us. In what ways has God created you different 
from everyone else in our classroom? Listen as each stu-
dent tells his or her difference(s), and affirm and praise God 
for each person.
Pair up students to interview each other using three or four 
questions. (What’s your favorite food? What are you good 
at?) Have each student introduce the other in front of class. 
End each interview with “Thank You, God, for creating 
[child’s name].”   

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Use scissors to cut a row of paper dolls from a length of con-
struction paper. Look what I made! I can make paper dolls, 
but could I make a real person? No, only God can do that!
Hold up a mirror. God has made each person unique. He 
didn’t cut us out in a row of paper dolls that look the same. 
He made us each different. He has given you a one-of-a-kind 
body, mind, and personality. What are some special things 
you like about yourself? Affirm each child’s response. Help by 
pointing out special things about each person. Remind students 
these aren’t always physical but might be spiritual, emotional, or 
intellectual. 

I N T O  O U R  L I V E S
Read from your open Bible: God said, “Let us make man in 
Our image, after Our likeness. . . . So God created man in His 
own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them” (Genesis 1:26–27).

 ● What is the very best thing that God created? (Hold up 
mirror again.) It’s you! God made people!

 ● God created each of us. He knew us even before we 
were born. In what ways are people different? (Hair, 
eyes, skin color) In what ways are people the same? (All 
our bodies have a heart that pumps blood and a brain that 
thinks; we all need Jesus as our Savior.) Listen to students, 
affirming and praising God for each person.  

Use the activity on page 6 of the Student Book to review God’s 
wonderful creation. We respond with thanks and praise!

 ● Ask students to draw some of their favorite things that 
God created in the top frame on the activity page.

 ● In the bottom frame, ask students to draw God’s most 
wonderful creation—themselves!

 ● What are some ways we can thank and praise God for 
creating the world and for creating us? (Ideas might 
include singing, dancing, and telling others about God.)

Hold up the mirror again, and use a dry-erase marker to draw a 
“crack” down the middle of the mirror. God made everything 
perfect, but Adam and Eve sinned. God’s perfect world was 
spoiled. 
But God kept loving the people He had made. He promised 
that He would send His Son to take our sins away and make 
all things new again. Erase the “crack.” Because of Jesus, one 
day we will be with God the Father again, in heaven, and 
everything will be perfect once more.

6

God created some of my favorite things!

God created me!

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1

Draw a picture of some of your favorite things in God’s wonderful creation. Then draw a 
picture of God’s most wonderful creation—you!

GOD’S CREATION

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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Lesson Extenders
C H E C K  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Ask students to think of something special about themselves 
and to think of a way to silently act that out in charades. Stu-
dents may want to act out something they like to do or some-
thing they are good at (reading, singing, playing basketball). Or 
have students act out one way they can serve others and be good 
caretakers of our world (watering the plants, sweeping the floor, 
picking up garbage and putting it in the wastebasket). As each 
student presents his or her charade, have the others guess what 
that student’s “wonderfully made” blessing or service might be.

R E L AT E
Social Studies P Ask students to look in magazines and catalogs, 
cut out pictures of people, and glue those onto a poster board 
or a bulletin board titled “We Are All God’s Children.” In what 
ways are we all the same? different? What similarities and 
differences do we celebrate? Why is it important to accept 
someone the way God our Creator has made him or her? 
What are the gifts and talents God has blessed us with? 
What are some of your personal challenges? How can you 
ask God for help with them? Have students create a special 
prayer about acceptance, forgiveness, and caring for others. 

D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R
Set up a classroom discovery center about creation. Set out 
library books and photos of natural wonders of the world, plants 
and animals, and a variety of cultures of people. Make a poster 
titled “God’s Amazing World,” and let students contribute their 
findings to it.

E X P L O R E
Science P Let the children see how God makes each individual 
unique—one of a kind. Have children press their fingers and 
thumbs onto an ink pad and then onto a piece of paper. Have 
students use a magnifying glass to compare fingerprints with 
those of their classmates. Talk about how no two people have 
been found to have the same fingerprints—they are complete-
ly unique. Read Psalm 139:13–14: “For You formed my inward 
parts; You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I 
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Won-
derful are Your works; my soul knows it very well.” Praise 
God for making each individual special and for the forgiveness 
given for each individual’s sin. Jesus died on the cross for each 
person’s sin. On a large sheet of paper, have children make indi-
vidual thumbprints to form a cross.

C R E AT E
Art P Have students create a puppet to represent themselves. 
Give each child a paper lunch bag. Set out pieces of felt, scraps 
of paper and fabric, craft glue, scissors, yarn, buttons, and mark-
ers. Have students lay the bag on the table with the bottom flap 
facing up. Show students how to make a mouth that “opens” by 
drawing the top part of the mouth and lips on the lower edge of 
the flap and drawing the bottom part of the mouth and lips on 
the bag itself, just below the flap. Students can glue on yarn for 
hair and draw on facial features or use buttons and scraps of felt, 
fabric, and paper. Ask students to describe what makes them 
unique. Remind students that while God made each one of them 
to be special and unique, God loves each one of them the same.

E X P R E S S
Language P Teach your students this chant to say as they jump 
rope, bounce a ball, or simply call back and forth to one another. 
If you choose to do this activity indoors, have students make up 
actions to go with the words as they say them.

God created the earth, God created the sea.
God created you, and God created me!
God loves His earth, God loves His sea.
God dearly loves you and dearly loves me! 
God cares for His earth, God cares for His sea. 
God really cares for you and really cares for me!
I am wonderfully made, you are wonderful too.
I am special to God, and so are you!

W O R K S  O F  L O V E
God made Adam and Eve caretakers of His beautiful world. We 
are also caretakers of God’s world. Ask students to think about 
what they can do to help take care of God’s creation. If they have 
trouble coming up with ideas, prompt them with suggestions: 
Can they water plants and rake leaves? Can they turn off lights 
when they leave a room and turn off the water while they are 
brushing their teeth? Take a look around your classroom. What 
can students do in the classroom to help take care of it? Lead 
students in making a list of ways that students can care for their 
school books and materials and keep the classroom neat and 
clean. Help them think of ways that they can care for one anoth-
er, too, such as comforting a friend who is sad, sharing a pencil 
with a classmate, and saying kind words to one another.

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1
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