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KINDERGARTEN
Introduction

E N D U R I N G  FA I T H ®  C U R R I C U L U M
The Enduring Faith Curriculum family is a suite of resources 
that works from the following principles:

 ● God’s Word gives life. The Word of God teaches about 
the Word made flesh—Jesus Christ—throughout its pages 
so that all people may know of a renewed life now and an 
eternal life forever with Him.

 ● We are children of God. All Enduring Faith resources 
point to who we are as people forgiven through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 ● We are called to love. These resources remind God’s for-
given children that we are called to love God and others. 

 ● Our goal is to make disciples for life. Enduring Faith 
looks at the Christian from a lifetime perspective to ensure 
that believers at every age and stage are growing and learn-
ing what it means to be a follower of Christ.  

 ● Faith is important in the home. Enduring Faith strives to 
equip teachers of the faith with resources for connection 
with families at home. The hope is that Christian families 
will realize the importance of teaching the faith at home 
and feel supported to do so. 

R E L I G I O N  C U R R I C U L U M  T R A I T S
Following the legacy of Day School religion curriculum from 
Concordia Publishing House, the Enduring Faith Religion 
Curriculum has specific characteristics to keep in mind:

 ● Teaching is strategic and aligned. The scope and se-
quence for this Day School curriculum balances the need 
for biblical literacy and schoolwide alignment. There are 
70 lessons arranged in 8 units, beginning with creation and 
concluding with John’s Revelation. Every level works with 
the same section of the Bible for the same lesson. This en-
ables schools to have schoolwide themes for weekly news-
letters and chapels, monthly unit activities, and the like. 
At the same time, each level focuses on a variety of sub-
themes for each lesson so that students can learn the rich 
breadth of Bible content. For instance, under the umbrella 
theme “God Gives Israel Judges,” a variety of judges will be 
studied, depending on the grade level. 

 ● Curriculum design is aligned and intentional. Adminis-
trators and teachers alike can see at a glance how students 
will learn and grow throughout their years by reviewing 
the master documents of Memory Words and religion 
standards.

 ● Religion standards are built into the design. Educational 
professionals at the school, district, and synodical levels 
of Lutheran education worked together to create a list of 
religion standards for Lutheran education. This curriculum 
intentionally teaches to these standards and notes them 
accordingly.

 ● Differentiation is key for learner support. Not only do 
students have a variety of learning needs, but they also 
have a wide variety of prior knowledge and background in 
the Bible and matters of faith. Enduring Faith strives to 
support teachers in reaching students with a wide array of 
strategies to be sure all students feel welcome and sup-
ported in learning about God’s love for them. 

 ● Teacher language is streamlined. Professional teachers 
know how to interact with their students, but teaching the 
faith can be daunting. This curriculum uses bullet points 
and selective bold text to help teachers focus on key theo-
logical points so they can naturally and confidently teach 
about the Bible.

 ● Flexibility is built in. While many schools will take advan-
tage of walking together in faith through an aligned scope 
and sequence, teachers have numerous options within the 
lesson materials, as will be illustrated in the Teacher Guide 
Overview on the next page. 

 ● Lessons provide a two-part focus. Lessons are divided 
into two key sessions, allowing flexibility for the class-
room teacher. Session 1 focuses on learning the biblical 
account. Session 2 applies the biblical learning to students’ 
lives. Depending on the classroom schedule, teachers 
may condense or extend learning, but the two-part design 
ensures that students learn both biblical content and faith 
application. 

 ● Technology provides support. Teachers, families, and 
students will find helpful tools with devotions, unit vid-
eos, Memory Words activities, checks for understanding, 
assessment helps, and more. Review the Enduring Faith 
digital resources to familiarize yourself with these helps.

W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R
We are honored to partner with you in teaching the faith to the 
next generation! We pray that this curriculum enables you to 
more easily work together with your colleagues and families. 
We also invite you to reach out to us so that we may better work 
with you in teaching God’s children about their Savior. Call 
800-325-3040 anytime.
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1 1

LESSON 1
God Creates the World | God Creates and Gives Life 

Genesis 1–2 | Genesis 1–2

B AC KG R O U N D
How did the universe come into being? 
Even at their young age, kindergartners 
may have heard that the earth, animals, 
and people evolved over millions of years. 
You have the opportunity to share the 
truth with them.
God is the Creator of the universe and of 
all things. People did not evolve from ani-
mals but were specially created by God, in 
His very image, to care for and enjoy the 
beautiful world that God had made.
God began His creation by creating light 
on the first day. Each day, God added to 
the world that He called “good”—heaven; 

C L A S S R O O M  D E V O T I O N
(If time allows, begin this devotion with a 
walking field trip to observe God’s cre-
ation around the school’s neighborhood.) 
“That one!” said Aubrey, pointing to a 
small black-and-white puppy with floppy 
ears. “That’s the perfect puppy for me!” 
Aubrey held the wiggly puppy on her lap 
all the way home from the rescue shelter. 
“I’m going to take good care of you,” Au-
brey told her new puppy as she petted his 
soft fur.
“I’m happy to hear that, Aubrey,” her 
father said. “God wants us to care for His 
creation.”
Do you have a pet dog or cat? Maybe you 
have a pet hamster or fish. God created 
animals for us to care for and enjoy.
God made not only the animals but also 
the trees, the mountains, and the stars. 
God made the birds, the oceans, and 
outer space! God made the whole wide 
world.
Do you know what else God made? He 
made you! God created you to be special 

earth and seas; plants; sun, moon, and 
stars; creatures that swim and fly; crea-
tures that walk and crawl on the ground; 
and finally, man, both male and female. 
The creation of people on the sixth day 
served as the climax of creation. 
God created both male and female in His 
image. Our image is not physical likeness 
but spiritual likeness, or righteousness. 
Humankind’s rule over all other crea-
tures, marriage, and procreation were 
part of the sinless creation, which God 
declared “very good.” 

and unique. God created people to care 
for His earth and one another. 
But because of sin, we don’t always do a 
good job of taking care of God’s world.
We need Jesus to forgive us for not taking 
care of His creation. He loves us and 
helps us be good caregivers of His won-
derful world.

PRAY Thank You, heavenly Father, 
for creating animals we can enjoy and 
care for, like puppies, cats, and fish. 
Most of all, thank You for sending 
Your Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SING “The Butterfly Song” (LOSP, p. 72); 
“God Made Me” (LOSP, p. 75); “God 
Made Them All!” (S&W, p. 12); or “For the 
Beauty of the Earth” (OAR 332).
(This is a great time of year to introduce 
a classroom pet, maybe something as sim-
ple as a goldfish, to give students a com-
mon knowledge base for discussing caring 
for God’s creation.)

C E N T R A L  T R U T H
Our triune God abundantly blesses 
us with our world and with all that we 
are and have, including our bodies 
and souls, families and friends, and 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus.

G R A D E - L E V E L  T R U T H
God made people to live in His 
wonderful world. God makes each of 
us a very special and unique person. 

S TA N DA R D S
• LD2: Express that God created the entire universe 

and everything in it and that He still takes care of it 
today.

• WoL3: Express an understanding that God has 
created each person with special gifts in order 
to serve people in the church and school, in the 
community, and at home.

O B J E C T I V E S
• Describe how God created the world and what He 

created on each day.
• Tell how people are God’s special creation and He 

loves us very much.
• Identify ways that we are to take care of God’s 

creation.

M AT E R I A L S
Session 1
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide “Introduction,” p. 8)
• Printed or digital pictures of a tree, sun, zebra, child
• Yellow, blue, and green streamers, paper, or fabric
• Number stencils
• Pictures or stickers of things created each day

Session 2
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide “Introduction,” p. 8)
• Dirt to give yourself muddy hands

1 4

Lesson Extenders
C I R C L E  T I M E
Do this activity together to review the days of creation. Say the 
words and show students how to do the actions. Repeat, then 
ask students to tell you what God created each day.

On the first day, God created light and darkness, day and 
night. (Cup hands over eyes; cover eyes for night.)

On the second, He separated water and made the sky. 
(Make waves with arms; point hand upward.)

On the third day, God made plants and trees (Make tree for-
mation with body.), each one having fruit with seed.

On the fourth day, He created the sun for light (Encircle 
head with arms.), moon and stars to shine at night. (Flick 
fingers in the air.)

On the fifth day, God created creatures of the sea and sky: 
fish for swimming in the water (Wiggle hands with palms 
together.), birds with wings to fly. (Fly with arms.)

On the sixth day, God created animals on the land (Get 
down on hands and knees.)—all were made by His com-
mand.

 God created man and woman on the sixth day of His plan. 
(Put hands on hips.)

They were formed in God’s own image, made to rule the 
land.

Though they sinned, God sent a Savior—Jesus Christ, His 
only Son. (Hold up index finger.)

By His death and resurrection, He gives life to everyone. 
(Make cross with fingers.)

E X P L O R E
Science P Help students trace and cut out their own bodies on 
long pieces of brown craft paper (similar to the color of soil, 
since God formed us from the soil). Talk about how we care for 
our bodies that God gave us. Talk about healthy eating, hygiene, 
and exercise. Direct them to draw or cut pictures from maga-
zines showing things that are good for their bodies and glue the 
pictures on their cutout, ideally corresponding to the appropri-
ate body part (e.g., glue a toothbrush picture near the mouth). 
Instruct them to look for healthy foods; pictures of people ex-
ercising; and things used for sleeping, hygiene, or teeth. Remind 
them how books, friends, games, and God’s Word also keep us 
healthy.

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
The Memory Words from the Bible are located in the Student 
Book at the bottom of the second page of each session. Look 
in the Enduring Faith digital resources for interactive memory 
work activities for the Memory Words. 

C L A S S R O O M  C O M M U N I T Y
Students who like to jump rope can learn this chant to do to-
gether to reinforce the lesson. Or create rhythmic actions to do 
together with this poem.

God created His earth. God created His sea.
God created you, and God created me!
God loves His earth. God loves His sea.
God dearly loves you and dearly loves me! 
God cares for His earth. God cares for His sea. 
God really cares for you and really cares for me!
I am wonderfully made. You are wonderful too.
I am special to God, and so are you!

E X P L O R E
Math P Provide teddy bear counters or assorted small plastic 
animals and one small person figure for a tabletop activity. 
Before letting the students do the activity independently, show 
them how to arrange a group of animals and count them. Add 
the doll next to the animals, adding to the original number. 
Provide a way for students to record the number sentence. It 
may be helpful to give them several copies of “__________ + 1 
= __________” so that students can fill in the number of their 
animals and then write down the total. Have a number line 
available. Besides being a way for students to practice adding 1, 
it reminds students that God created the animals first and then 
created a human to care for them because humans are God’s 
representatives here on earth. 

FA I T H  AT  H O M E
God set aside the seventh day to be a day of rest and worship. 
When you send home your weekly note to parents, include these 
tips to help make attending church a positive experience. 

 ● Pack a bag and fill it with Bible story books, stickers, and a 
small notebook or tablet with crayons. 

 ● During the week, express joy in anticipation of going to 
church on Sunday. 

 ● On the way to church, explain how you expect them to 
behave. 

 ● Sit near the front so children can see better. 
 ● Share the hymnal while you sing and encourage your chil-

dren to sing along. 
 ● Include your children in welcoming and visiting with the 

people around you. 
 ● Let your children put the money in the offering plate, and 

explain how the church uses the offering. 
 ● Introduce your child to the pastor. 

UNIT 1 | LESSON 1

1 4

Background
This section lets you see the 
biblical foundation of each 
lesson.

Classroom Devotion
Every lesson includes a brief 
devotion, along with hymn and 
song suggestions from these 
resources:
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
One and All Rejoice (OAR) 
Little Ones Sing Praise (LOSP) 
Sing & Wonder (S&W)

Title and Text
The umbrella theme title and 
Bible text for all grades are 
in roman, followed by the 
grade-level title and Bible text 
in bold.

Teacher Guide Overview
U N I T  PAG E S
There are 8 themed units. The two unit pages at the beginning 
of the unit include these helps:

 ● Unit Theme and Focus: An explanation of what the unit is 
about and ways the theme applies at specific grade levels. 

 ● Preassessments: Suggestions for evaluating where stu-
dents are in their learning to inform your teaching.

 ● Project Ideas: Classroom project ideas.
 ● Into the World: Information on how the Church ministers 

to people through various organizations and projects along 
with ideas for putting faith into action. 

 ● Look Ahead: Things to check out before you teach. 

At the end of the unit, there are two more pages of helps: 
 ● Postassessments: Suggestions for review and questions or 

activities for understanding what students have learned.
 ● Christian Heritage: Select topics that explore the history 

of the Christian Church from its early years to present day. 
 ● Additional Domains in Religion Standards: Topics and 

activities relating to biblical literacy, Lutheran doctrine, 
worship life, works of love, and confessing the faith. 

 ● Faith Family Ideas: Activities and resources for use in 
multigrade faith families in your school.

 ● Unit Extenders: Ideas for extending the unit theme.

T E AC H I N G  T H E  L E S S O N

Lesson Overview 
A long sidebar on the first page lists key information you will 
need for teaching:
Central Truth is shared by all grades. 
Grade-Level Truth is specific to a grade.  
Standards provides religion standards taught in the lesson.  
Objectives guides teaching and informs assessment.   
Materials lists items you need to teach each lesson; “The 
Basics” include standard classroom supplies and student 
materials. See page 8 for a complete list.

Lesson Extenders
The last page of the lesson contains ideas for extending the 
lesson. These extenders give you options for customizing each 
lesson to best meet the needs of your schedule and the unique 
learning styles of the students in your classroom. Be sure to 
check out this page for activities to expand and enrich the 
concepts taught, suggestions for carrying the lesson theme into 
other curricular areas, or ways to connect the lesson to worship/
liturgy, Lutheran doctrine, catechism, and the like.
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UNIT 1 | LESSON 1 | SESSION 1

D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R
Set up a creation sensory box for students to explore. Use a 
large shallow plastic tub. Place dried black beans, to repre-
sent darkness, in the tub. Add yellow ribbon or strips of pa-
per to represent light; cotton balls and blue fabric squares or 
washcloths for sky; foam, plastic, or paper cutouts for sun, 
moon, and stars; tan fabric squares or washcloths for land; 
plastic or foam trees, plants, and flowers; plastic fish, birds 
(or feathers), animals, and play people.
Let students explore the tub in small groups. Ask them to 
retell the creation account using the items.

R E AC H I N G  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T
Language development can vary widely at this age. If a 
student seems noncompliant, pay attention to your use of 
vocabulary and whether student behaviors are masking a 
lack of understanding.

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Before class, prepare printed or digital pictures of a tree, the 
sun, a zebra, and a child. Tell students you are going to play a 
game called What Am I? You’ll give clues, and they will guess 
what you are describing. Then have students make up clues.

 ● I am green and tall. Birds make their nests in me. I have 
lots of leaves. What am I? (Tree) Show picture.

 ● I am very, very hot. I give out lots of light and heat. 
Don’t look right at me! What am I? (Sun) Show picture.

 ● I look like a horse. I live in Africa. I have black and 
white stripes. What am I? (Zebra) Show picture.

 ● I like to laugh and run and play with my friends. Jesus 
loves me. Who am I? (Child) Show picture.

 ● Who made all of these? (God did!)

I N T O  T H E  W O R D
Before you begin, show the class your Bible. Tell them that the 
story you are sharing comes from this book written by God. 
Tell students to look at the picture for Lesson 1 in the Student 
Book. What are some of the things that you see in the pic-
ture? What is your favorite thing that God created?
Before you begin reading the narrative aloud, give each student a 
yellow, blue, and green piece of paper, fabric, or streamer. Use a 
set of streamers to show students how and when to use them.
Let’s read the story of how the world began, and who made 
all of the things you see in your picture. 
As you read, pause each time you read “It is good” and direct 
students to wave the appropriately colored streamer (yellow for 
light-related, blue for water-related, green for land- and plant-re-
lated). Then have your students repeat “It is good. Day . . .” and 
the number of the day while you wave the streamers. When you 
get to the sixth day, God creating people, wave all three stream-
ers. On the seventh day, have students put their streamers down 
and fold their hands in worship to God.

 ● To review the days of the week and what was created on 
each day, give students stencils of block numbers to trace 
on a piece of copy or construction paper. Have them trace 
around the numbers, and inside each number, draw and/
or color something that represents that day. You could also 
prepare your own sheet by drawing the block numbers on a 
page with one or two words to represent each day and then 
copying that page for students to color.

 ● As a review, make a large chart with the days of creation. 
Have students fill in the pictures of what was created on 
each day. Provide pictures or stickers for each day. 

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS

1 3

UNIT 1 | LESSON 1 | SESSION 2

T E AC H E R  T I P S
See the back of the Student Book for storytelling figures and 
ways to use them. If you decide to use the figures for telling 
the Bible story, you may want to enlarge them on a copy 
machine.

AC T I V E  L E A R N I N G
Make large posters for each day of creation. Title the post-
er pages “Day 1” (light and darkness), “Day 2” (waters and 
sky), and so forth. Direct your students to cut out pictures 
from magazines of items from the different categories. This 
can be done in class over a period of days or a task that you 
send home with students to find and cut out photos from 
magazines. Provide pictures already cut out for students 
who struggle with cutting. Hang the finished posters in your 
classroom or hallway.

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Come into the devotion area with muddy or dirty hands. Show 
students your hands. Oops, I was working on a project, and I 
forgot to wash my hands. Do your hands ever look like this? 
Allow several students to share their own muddy-hand stories. 
When God created the earth, He used His voice, His words. 
He said, “Let there be light” and “Let there be animals,” and 
there were. But when He created people, God began with 
the dirt of the earth. He carefully formed Adam from the 
ground, just like a potter works with clay. People are special! 
You are special. You are God’s very, very good creation. 

I N T O  O U R  L I V E S
God made beautiful flowers and amazing animals for Adam 
and Eve to enjoy. God also gave Adam and Eve jobs—they 
were to take care of His beautiful creation and to care for 
each other. God wants us to take care of His creation too. 
Engage your students in a conversation about what they already 
do to take care of God’s creation.
Have students turn to page 6 in the Student Book. There are 
many ways that we can take care of God’s world, but we 
don’t always do a good job, do we? Let’s look at the pictures 
on this page. Circle the pictures that show how we can take 
care of God’s creation. Draw a frowning face on the pictures 
that show actions that do not care for God’s creation. Talk 
about what you could do differently to show care. 

 ● Not caring: Wasting water by letting the water run. In-
stead, turn off the water when you’re not using it.

 ● Caring: Taking care of a pet.
 ● Caring: Sharing food with a friend.
 ● Not caring: Throwing garbage on the ground does not 

show care for what God has given us or for one another. 
Instead, put garbage into a garbage can.

 ● Caring: Planting food and flowers together. 
 ● Caring: Saving electricity by turning off lights and televi-

sions when you aren’t in a room.
 ● Not caring: Damaging property does not show care. In-

stead, take care of furniture and property and keep it clean.
 ● Caring: People are God’s creation, and we care for others 

by sharing God’s love with them.
 ● Caring: Recycling is one way we care for creation.

Review more specific ways that your students care for God’s gift 
of creation at school and at home. Talk about what jobs they or 
family members have that relate to taking care of creation.
Point to the Memory Words on the bottom of the page. Say the 
verse together, reminding students it is the true Word of God.

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS

Into the Word
This section, found in Session 1 of each 
lesson, provides the heart of the lesson, 
giving special attention to the Bible story 
or Bible study focus for the lesson. 
For young children, this section pro-
vides ideas for teaching the Bible story in 
age-appropriate ways. For primary grades 
with young readers, guided-reading 
discussion points and ideas are provided 
to teach God’s Word. Older students are 
encouraged to read the biblical text with 
this section supporting and enriching 
their understanding.

Student Book Reduction Pages
For easy reference, an inset of the Student Book page is in-
cluded in each lesson. Session 1 has the Bible story portion of 
the lesson. Session 2 has an activity page that applies what was 
learned in the lesson, with answers filled in, if applicable.

Lesson Support
Below the Student Book page in each 
session, you will find additional ideas for 
teaching your lesson. The content varies 
from lesson to lesson. It includes teach-
er tips, active learning ideas, and a wide 
variety of other ideas to enhance student 
learning. 

Into Our Lives
This section, found in Session 2 of each 
lesson, provides teaching points to help 
students learn how the Bible lesson 
applies in their lives today. It encourages 
students to react to, respond to, and apply 
the concepts they have learned to their 
own lives as God’s children. Most import-
ant, it shows them how God has worked 
and continues to work in their lives.

Into the Lesson
This section, found in both sessions, captures your students’ 
interest by using an object lesson, discussion, demonstration, 
activity, puppet play, or the like, inviting them into the lesson. 
In Session 2, this section may also review the Bible story in 
preparation for applying it to students’ lives.
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A Closer Look at the Basics
The Materials list in each lesson mentions “The Basics,” which 
includes classroom supplies such as the following:

 ● For the classroom: Bibles, catechisms, hymnals/song-
books, music recordings, digital devices, blank paper, 
construction paper, note cards, adhesive notes, tape, glue, 
staplers.

 ● For each student: Enduring Faith Kindergarten Student 
Book, Enduring Faith Kindergarten Sticker Pad, scissors, pen-
cils, crayons or markers, colored pencils.

Overview of Student Materials
S T U D E N T  B O O K
In the Student Book, the first page of each lesson, for use with 
Session 1, focuses on the Bible account. The reverse side, used 
with Session 2, includes an application activity and Memory 
Words from the Bible. There are extra pages in the back of the 
Student Book. Most grades have a glossary so students can look 
up faith words they may not know. Preschool and Kindergarten 
levels offer Bible figures with simple suggestions. 

S T I C K E R  PA D
Students in Preschool, Kindergarten, and Grade 1 receive a 
Sticker Pad to use in completing lesson activities. Some levels 
have additional “bonus” stickers in the back for added fun!

Additional Teacher Resources
B I B L E S
You know what Bibles work well for your classroom and school. 
Here are two great options to consider:

 ● The Growing in Faith Bible Storybook: A collection of 125 
narratives with illustrations.

 ● The Hear Me Read Bible: A collection of 18 Bible stories 
using 25 words or less. Level 2 has an additional 8 stories.

H Y M N A L S / S O N G B O O K S
You know what hymnals and songbooks work well for your 
classroom. Here are two great options to consider: 

 ● Little Ones Sing Praise (LOSP): A collection of songs to 
help young children pray, praise, and offer thanks to God.

 ● Sing & Wonder (S&W): Songs to help children learn more 
about the God who created us, loves us, and cares for us.

C AT E C H I S M S
The Enduring Faith Religion Curriculum intentionally connects 
to the Small Catechism. Here are two great options to consider:

 ● My First Catechism: Using colorful illustrations and 
simple language, this catechism was designed for young 
children. 

 ● Follow and Do: Six small illustrated books of easy-to-read 
text to introduce the Small Catechism to young children.

Digital Resources
The following digital resources are designed to support you, 
your students, and their families.

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Each lesson has Memory Words from the Bible in the Student 
Book. Because committing the Scriptures to memory has value 
for Christians of all ages, the curriculum provides digital re-
sources to assist with the learning process. 

M U S I C
Many recordings of hymns and songs are available in the digital 
resources. Check for playlists to enhance singing.

AC T I V I T I E S
All lessons have online activities, and available resources will 
continue to grow. Check often for ways to reinforce learning in 
the classroom and at home.

U N I T  V I D E O S
Each of the 8 units includes a video to help summarize the cor-
responding section of the Bible and its themes. You may choose 
to share a link to the video so families can stay connected. 

Curriculum Supplements
Concordia Publishing House offers a number of curriculum re-
sources to enrich student learning across subject areas.

L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  S E X
Concordia Publishing House’s highly acclaimed Learning About 
Sex series has been helping families and schools explain God’s 
gift of sexuality for generations. The series includes resources 
for preschool through adults with versions for boys and girls.

C H R I S T I A N  C H A R AC T E R  C O N N E C T I O N
Christian teachers will find practical ideas and activities to help 
them assist students in understanding themselves and others. 
Students will acquire life skills that will be helpful in dealing 
with challenging situations throughout their lives.
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UNIT 1
God Creates the World and Calls a Nation

U N I T  T H E M E
The first words in the Book of Genesis lay 
the foundation for what lies ahead: “In 
the beginning, God . . .” God’s work of 
creation and redemption is set in motion 
with one simple phrase. 
As this school year begins, you will be 
taking your students to the foundation 
of this great metanarrative. The account 
concerning God’s creation of the heavens 
and the earth in six natural days lays the 
foundation for all of Scripture. 
This first unit covers a grand sweep of 
Old Testament history, beginning with 
the creation of the world and continuing 
through the life story of Joseph. Students 
will learn how sin first entered our world 
and see how God established His plan to 
rescue all humankind from their sins. 
Within that sweep of history, students 
will meet patriarchs, including Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. But 
more than just learning their names, 
students will be led to understand the 

U N I T  L E S S O N S
1. God Creates and Gives Life

Genesis 1–2
2. The Fall into Sin 

Genesis 3
3. The Flood 

Genesis 6–9
4. The Call of Abram 

Genesis 12:1–9
5. The Birth of Isaac 

Genesis 21:1–7
6. Jacob and Esau

Genesis 25:19–34
7. Jacob’s Journey and Dream 

Genesis 28:1–5, 10–22
8. Joseph’s Coat and Dreams 

Genesis 37:1–11
9. Joseph Interprets Dreams 

Genesis 40–41

important place the patriarchs had in 
the greater salvation story. No one had a 
greater role than any other; rather, each 
was used by God as part of the whole in 
order that God’s will might be fulfilled. 
As you lead students through this unit, 
help them see the foundation established 
when God created the world and every-
thing in it. Adam and Eve destroyed that 
perfect creation through their willful sin. 
That sin had consequences, which we see 
throughout the rest of this unit and in our 
own lives. At the same time, we see how 
God works through His people to carry 
out His plan for the coming Savior—for 
the people of the Old Testament and for 
us today.

U N I T  F O C U S  F O R  K I N D E R G A R T E N
Kindergartners are eager to please and seek the approval of their teacher. You have the privilege and the challenge of helping the 
five- and six-year-olds in your class to view God as both a just God and a loving Father. When Adam and Eve sinned, God taught 
them that sin has consequences. At the same time, He showed them that He still loved them and that He would send the Savior 
to take the punishment they deserved. When a student breaks a rule in your classroom, follow through with the natural or log-
ical consequences, but assure the student that she is forgiven by God and by you. Throughout this unit, together you will learn 
how God shows His love and mercy to His people. Depending on the background and experiences of your students, you may be 
introducing many of these narratives for the first time to your students. Remind your students that these narratives are the true 
Word of God that point over and over again to God’s promise to send a Savior and His love for us in Jesus. 

 ● When you teach a Bible story, even though you will read the narrative from the Student Book, bring your own Bible to 
show students where it comes from in the Bible and to reinforce that it is the true Word of God for them. Show students 
that the Bible is divided into books and the narratives in this unit will come from the very first book, Genesis. 

 ● Use a familiar puppet or set of puppets for the entire year. A number of the classroom devotions can be easily and quickly 
adapted to be used with puppets.

 ● The Basics, on every Materials list, includes these items that are typically part of the Kindergarten classroom: a Bible for 
the teacher, crayons or markers, pencils, plain paper, glue, tape, scissors, stapler for the teacher, a Student Book and Stick-
er Pad for each child, and music on your digital device.
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P R E A S S E S S M E N T S
Play an active game with your students at the beginning of 
the year to get an early assessment of their Bible literacy.

1. Put the name of each person from the Bible that your 
students will encounter during this unit on a large 
piece of paper (Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Esau, and Joseph). If possible, 
add a drawing or picture of that person to the page.

2. Play the following active true-false game. Students will 
respond with thumbs up or stand up for true, thumbs 
down or sit down for false. 

3. For each Bible person, create at least one true state-
ment and one false statement. If you want to make the 
false statements outlandish and silly, that would add 
some fun. If time allows, do more. 

4. Hold up the page with the person’s name and say your 
statements, asking students, “Do you think this is 
true or false?” 

5. Remind students that there will be no penalty for 
wrong answers. This is just a preview of the exciting 
true narratives they are going to learn over the next 
few weeks.

P R O J E C T  I D E A S
Make a big book for the class using your students’ artwork. 

1. Read Psalm 148:3–10, 13. Then assign to each student 
in your class one of the things in nature mentioned in 
the passage (sun, moon, shining stars, waters above 
the heavens, great sea creatures, fire, snow, wind, 
mountains, hills, fruit trees, beasts, livestock, creeping 
things, flying birds). Bring in pictures of as many of 
those items as you can find.

2. Take students on a walk around the neighborhood to 
observe as many of those things in nature as possible.

3. Give students time at an easel to paint their designated 
creation; encourage them to make it large and fill the 
space. 

4. When the paintings are dry, use a black permanent 
marker to write the corresponding phrase on the page 
and arrange the pages in order, according to the pas-
sage. 

5. Bind the book together and read Psalm 148 back to 
your class so they can see their own illustrations. 

6. Use a color copier or photograph each page to make 
multiple copies of the book for all students to have 
their own copy as a kindergarten keepsake. 

L O O K  A H E A D
 ● Faith at Home, p. 14 
Create a worship bag.

 ● Classroom Community, p. 18 
Play an elbow-to-elbow game.

 ● Express Music, p. 22 
Sing “Two by Two” song.

 ● Explore Science, p. 26 
Learn about oak trees.

 ● Explore Math, p. 30 
Make Abraham using shapes.

 ● Express Language Arts, p. 34 
Make mini books.

 ● Christian Heritage, p. 47
Learn a simple creed.

 ● Biblical Literacy, p. 47 
Create classroom Bible timeline.

I N T O  T H E  W O R L D
The Church celebrates and affirms life! 
Our God is the Creator of all things, the 
God of life. God created our universe in 
six days, saving the best for last—you and 
me, humankind. The accounts from Gen-
esis in this unit are great examples of how 
our God creates, provides, preserves, and 
protects His people. 
Life-affirming organizations work to 
equip people to be Gospel-motivated 
voices for life. Their mission is to help 
people understand that each human life 
is created and gifted by God. God loves 
all people—He loves humankind so much 
that He sent His Son to die for all human 
life. That makes every human life import-
ant, valuable, and meaningful. 

Here are a few ways that your class and 
school can celebrate and affirm life:

 ● Dedicate a chapel service to cele-
brating life. Sing “Children of the 
Heavenly Father” (LSB 725; OAR 
271) and “Father Welcomes” (LSB 
605; OAR 255). Offerings can go to a 
local Christian pregnancy center. 

 ● Send a note home asking for socks 
or food to be given to a local shelter 
for the unhoused.

 ● Order or borrow a set of fetal mod-
els. Children can hold these lifelike 
models to help them better under-
stand and value life in the womb.

 ● Have each grade create “Welcome” 
cards for immigrants or “Thinking 
of you” cards for the elderly.

UNIT 1

Unit Prep
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LESSON 1
God Creates the World | God Creates and Gives Life 

Genesis 1–2 | Genesis 1–2

B AC KG R O U N D
How did the universe come into being? 
Even at their young age, kindergartners 
may have heard that the earth, animals, 
and people evolved over millions of years. 
You have the opportunity to share the 
truth with them.
God is the Creator of the universe and of 
all things. People did not evolve from ani-
mals but were specially created by God, in 
His very image, to care for and enjoy the 
beautiful world that God had made.
God began His creation by creating light 
on the first day. Each day, God added to 
the world that He called “good”—heaven; 

C L A S S R O O M  D E V O T I O N
(If time allows, begin this devotion with a 
walking field trip to observe God’s cre-
ation around the school’s neighborhood.) 
“That one!” said Aubrey, pointing to a 
small black-and-white puppy with floppy 
ears. “That’s the perfect puppy for me!” 
Aubrey held the wiggly puppy on her lap 
all the way home from the rescue shelter. 
“I’m going to take good care of you,” Au-
brey told her new puppy as she petted his 
soft fur.
“I’m happy to hear that, Aubrey,” her 
father said. “God wants us to care for His 
creation.”
Do you have a pet dog or cat? Maybe you 
have a pet hamster or fish. God created 
animals for us to care for and enjoy.
God made not only the animals but also 
the trees, the mountains, and the stars. 
God made the birds, the oceans, and 
outer space! God made the whole wide 
world.
Do you know what else God made? He 
made you! God created you to be special 

earth and seas; plants; sun, moon, and 
stars; creatures that swim and fly; crea-
tures that walk and crawl on the ground; 
and finally, man, both male and female. 
The creation of people on the sixth day 
served as the climax of creation. 
God created both male and female in His 
image. Our image is not physical likeness 
but spiritual likeness, or righteousness. 
Humankind’s rule over all other crea-
tures, marriage, and procreation were 
part of the sinless creation, which God 
declared “very good.” 

and unique. God created people to care 
for His earth and one another. 
But because of sin, we don’t always do a 
good job of taking care of God’s world.
We need Jesus to forgive us for not taking 
care of His creation. He loves us and 
helps us be good caregivers of His won-
derful world.

PRAY Thank You, heavenly Father, 
for creating animals we can enjoy and 
care for, like puppies, cats, and fish. 
Most of all, thank You for sending 
Your Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SING “The Butterfly Song” (LOSP, p. 72); 
“God Made Me” (LOSP, p. 75); “God 
Made Them All!” (S&W, p. 12); or “For the 
Beauty of the Earth” (OAR 332).
(This is a great time of year to introduce 
a classroom pet, maybe something as sim-
ple as a goldfish, to give students a com-
mon knowledge base for discussing caring 
for God’s creation.)

C E N T R A L  T R U T H
Our triune God abundantly blesses 
us with our world and with all that we 
are and have, including our bodies 
and souls, families and friends, and 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus.

G R A D E - L E V E L  T R U T H
God made people to live in His 
wonderful world. God makes each of 
us a very special and unique person. 

S TA N DA R D S
• LD2: Express that God created the entire universe 

and everything in it and that He still takes care of it 
today.

• WoL3: Express an understanding that God has 
created each person with special gifts in order 
to serve people in the church and school, in the 
community, and at home.

O B J E C T I V E S
• Describe how God created the world and what He 

created on each day.
• Tell how people are God’s special creation and He 

loves us very much.
• Identify ways that we are to take care of God’s 

creation.

M AT E R I A L S
Session 1
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide “Introduction,” p. 8)
• Printed or digital pictures of a tree, sun, zebra, child
• Yellow, blue, and green streamers, paper, or fabric
• Number stencils
• Pictures or stickers of things created each day

Session 2
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide “Introduction,” p. 8)
• Dirt to give yourself muddy hands
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UNIT 1 | LESSON 1 | SESSION 1

D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R
Set up a creation sensory box for students to explore. Use a 
large shallow plastic tub. Place dried black beans, to repre-
sent darkness, in the tub. Add yellow ribbon or strips of pa-
per to represent light; cotton balls and blue fabric squares or 
washcloths for sky; foam, plastic, or paper cutouts for sun, 
moon, and stars; tan fabric squares or washcloths for land; 
plastic or foam trees, plants, and flowers; plastic fish, birds 
(or feathers), animals, and play people.
Let students explore the tub in small groups. Ask them to 
retell the creation account using the items.

R E AC H I N G  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T
Language development can vary widely at this age. If a 
student seems noncompliant, pay attention to your use of 
vocabulary and whether student behaviors are masking a 
lack of understanding.

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Before class, prepare printed or digital pictures of a tree, the 
sun, a zebra, and a child. Tell students you are going to play a 
game called What Am I? You’ll give clues, and they will guess 
what you are describing. Then have students make up clues.

 ● I am green and tall. Birds make their nests in me. I have 
lots of leaves. What am I? (Tree) Show picture.

 ● I am very, very hot. I give out lots of light and heat. 
Don’t look right at me! What am I? (Sun) Show picture.

 ● I look like a horse. I live in Africa. I have black and 
white stripes. What am I? (Zebra) Show picture.

 ● I like to laugh and run and play with my friends. Jesus 
loves me. Who am I? (Child) Show picture.

 ● Who made all of these? (God did!)

I N T O  T H E  W O R D
Before you begin, show the class your Bible. Tell them that the 
story you are sharing comes from this book written by God. 
Tell students to look at the picture for Lesson 1 in the Student 
Book. What are some of the things that you see in the pic-
ture? What is your favorite thing that God created?
Before you begin reading the narrative aloud, give each student a 
yellow, blue, and green piece of paper, fabric, or streamer. Use a 
set of streamers to show students how and when to use them.
Let’s read the story of how the world began, and who made 
all of the things you see in your picture. 
As you read, pause each time you read “It is good” and direct 
students to wave the appropriately colored streamer (yellow for 
light-related, blue for water-related, green for land- and plant-re-
lated). Then have your students repeat “It is good. Day . . .” and 
the number of the day while you wave the streamers. When you 
get to the sixth day, God creating people, wave all three stream-
ers. On the seventh day, have students put their streamers down 
and fold their hands in worship to God.

 ● To review the days of the week and what was created on 
each day, give students stencils of block numbers to trace 
on a piece of copy or construction paper. Have them trace 
around the numbers, and inside each number, draw and/
or color something that represents that day. You could also 
prepare your own sheet by drawing the block numbers on a 
page with one or two words to represent each day and then 
copying that page for students to color.

 ● As a review, make a large chart with the days of creation. 
Have students fill in the pictures of what was created on 
each day. Provide pictures or stickers for each day. 

5

GOD CREATES AND GIVES LIFE 
Genesis 1–2

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

G od created the world and everything in it in 
just six days! When He started, there was 

nothing. 
The earth was empty and dark, so God said with His 
voice, “Let there be light!” And there was light! And 
God said, “It is good!” God called the light Day and 
the darkness Night. And that was the end of the very 
first day.
Next, God said, “Let the heavens be separated from 
the waters below.” And so there was blue sky above 
the blue waters. And God said, “It is good!” And 
that was the second day. 
Then God spoke with His voice, “Let the water come 
together in one place and let the dry ground appear.” 
Then God filled the earth with plants like grass and 
trees and flowers. And God said, “It is good!” This 
was all done on the third day. 
The next day, God filled the sky with the sun, moon, 
and stars. The bright yellow sunlight in the blue, 
blue sky shines down on the green plants to help 
them grow. And God said, “It is good!” This was the 
fourth day. 

God saw the beautiful waters and filled them with 
sea creatures. He looked to the sky and filled it with 
all the birds flying in the air. And God said, “It is 
good!” This was the fifth day. 
Next God created animals that would live on the 
land. Then God created His most precious of all 
creation: people. God said, “Let Us make man in 
Our image.”

God carefully formed a man from the ground 
and breathed His own breath of life into him. He 
made Adam and Eve to be perfect like He is.
People would take care of His creation. And God 
said, “It is good!” This was the sixth day. 
Because He was finished, God rested on the seventh 
day. God wasn’t tired—His work of creation was 
done! God surveyed all that He had made and said, 
“It is very good!” God loved these people that He 
had created very much! God wanted His people to 
rest on the seventh day of the week too. They called 
that day the Sabbath. It was a special day to worship 
God. 

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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UNIT 1 | LESSON 1 | SESSION 2

T E AC H E R  T I P S
See the back of the Student Book for storytelling figures and 
ways to use them. If you decide to use the figures for telling 
the Bible story, you may want to enlarge them on a copy 
machine.

AC T I V E  L E A R N I N G
Make large posters for each day of creation. Title the post-
er pages “Day 1” (light and darkness), “Day 2” (waters and 
sky), and so forth. Direct your students to cut out pictures 
from magazines of items from the different categories. This 
can be done in class over a period of days or a task that you 
send home with students to find and cut out photos from 
magazines. Provide pictures already cut out for students 
who struggle with cutting. Hang the finished posters in your 
classroom or hallway.

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Come into the devotion area with muddy or dirty hands. Show 
students your hands. Oops, I was working on a project, and I 
forgot to wash my hands. Do your hands ever look like this? 
Allow several students to share their own muddy-hand stories. 
When God created the earth, He used His voice, His words. 
He said, “Let there be light” and “Let there be animals,” and 
there were. But when He created people, God began with 
the dirt of the earth. He carefully formed Adam from the 
ground, just like a potter works with clay. People are special! 
You are special. You are God’s very, very good creation. 

I N T O  O U R  L I V E S
God made beautiful flowers and amazing animals for Adam 
and Eve to enjoy. God also gave Adam and Eve jobs—they 
were to take care of His beautiful creation and to care for 
each other. God wants us to take care of His creation too. 
Engage your students in a conversation about what they already 
do to take care of God’s creation.
Have students turn to page 6 in the Student Book. There are 
many ways that we can take care of God’s world, but we 
don’t always do a good job, do we? Let’s look at the pictures 
on this page. Circle the pictures that show how we can take 
care of God’s creation. Draw a frowning face on the pictures 
that show actions that do not care for God’s creation. Talk 
about what you could do differently to show care. 

 ● Not caring: Wasting water by letting the water run. In-
stead, turn off the water when you’re not using it.

 ● Caring: Taking care of a pet.
 ● Caring: Sharing food with a friend.
 ● Not caring: Throwing garbage on the ground does not 

show care for what God has given us or for one another. 
Instead, put garbage into a garbage can.

 ● Caring: Planting food and flowers together. 
 ● Caring: Saving electricity by turning off lights and televi-

sions when you aren’t in a room.
 ● Not caring: Damaging property does not show care. In-

stead, take care of furniture and property and keep it clean.
 ● Caring: People are God’s creation, and we care for others 

by sharing God’s love with them.
 ● Caring: Recycling is one way we care for creation.

Review more specific ways that your students care for God’s gift 
of creation at school and at home. Talk about what jobs they or 
family members have that relate to taking care of creation.
Point to the Memory Words on the bottom of the page. Say the 
verse together, reminding students it is the true Word of God.
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God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. Genesis 1:31

Circle pictures that show how we can take care of God’s creation. 
Draw a frowning face on the pictures that show actions that do not care for God’s creation.

CARING FOR CREATION

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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Lesson Extenders
C I R C L E  T I M E
Do this activity together to review the days of creation. Say the 
words and show students how to do the actions. Repeat, then 
ask students to tell you what God created each day.

On the first day, God created light and darkness, day and 
night. (Cup hands over eyes; cover eyes for night.)

On the second, He separated water and made the sky. 
(Make waves with arms; point hand upward.)

On the third day, God made plants and trees (Make tree for-
mation with body.), each one having fruit with seed.

On the fourth day, He created the sun for light (Encircle 
head with arms.), moon and stars to shine at night. (Flick 
fingers in the air.)

On the fifth day, God created creatures of the sea and sky: 
fish for swimming in the water (Wiggle hands with palms 
together.), birds with wings to fly. (Fly with arms.)

On the sixth day, God created animals on the land (Get 
down on hands and knees.)—all were made by His com-
mand.

 God created man and woman on the sixth day of His plan. 
(Put hands on hips.)

They were formed in God’s own image, made to rule the 
land.

Though they sinned, God sent a Savior—Jesus Christ, His 
only Son. (Hold up index finger.)

By His death and resurrection, He gives life to everyone. 
(Make cross with fingers.)

E X P L O R E
Science P Help students trace and cut out their own bodies on 
long pieces of brown craft paper (similar to the color of soil, 
since God formed us from the soil). Talk about how we care for 
our bodies that God gave us. Talk about healthy eating, hygiene, 
and exercise. Direct them to draw or cut pictures from maga-
zines showing things that are good for their bodies and glue the 
pictures on their cutout, ideally corresponding to the appropri-
ate body part (e.g., glue a toothbrush picture near the mouth). 
Instruct them to look for healthy foods; pictures of people ex-
ercising; and things used for sleeping, hygiene, or teeth. Remind 
them how books, friends, games, and God’s Word also keep us 
healthy.

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
The Memory Words from the Bible are located in the Student 
Book at the bottom of the second page of each session. Look 
in the Enduring Faith digital resources for interactive memory 
work activities for the Memory Words. 

C L A S S R O O M  C O M M U N I T Y
Students who like to jump rope can learn this chant to do to-
gether to reinforce the lesson. Or create rhythmic actions to do 
together with this poem.

God created His earth. God created His sea.
God created you, and God created me!
God loves His earth. God loves His sea.
God dearly loves you and dearly loves me! 
God cares for His earth. God cares for His sea. 
God really cares for you and really cares for me!
I am wonderfully made. You are wonderful too.
I am special to God, and so are you!

E X P L O R E
Math P Provide teddy bear counters or assorted small plastic 
animals and one small person figure for a tabletop activity. 
Before letting the students do the activity independently, show 
them how to arrange a group of animals and count them. Add 
the doll next to the animals, adding to the original number. 
Provide a way for students to record the number sentence. It 
may be helpful to give them several copies of “__________ + 1 
= __________” so that students can fill in the number of their 
animals and then write down the total. Have a number line 
available. Besides being a way for students to practice adding 1, 
it reminds students that God created the animals first and then 
created a human to care for them because humans are God’s 
representatives here on earth. 

FA I T H  AT  H O M E
God set aside the seventh day to be a day of rest and worship. 
When you send home your weekly note to parents, include these 
tips to help make attending church a positive experience. 

 ● Pack a bag and fill it with Bible story books, stickers, and a 
small notebook or tablet with crayons. 

 ● During the week, express joy in anticipation of going to 
church on Sunday. 

 ● On the way to church, explain how you expect them to 
behave. 

 ● Sit near the front so children can see better. 
 ● Share the hymnal while you sing and encourage your chil-

dren to sing along. 
 ● Include your children in welcoming and visiting with the 

people around you. 
 ● Let your children put the money in the offering plate, and 

explain how the church uses the offering. 
 ● Introduce your child to the pastor. 
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