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5

PRESCHOOL
Introduction

E N D U R I N G  FA I T H  C U R R I C U L U M
The Enduring Faith Curriculum family is a suite of resources 
that works from the following principles:

 ● God’s Word gives life. The Word of God teaches about 
the Word made flesh—Jesus Christ—throughout its pages 
so that all people may know of a renewed life now and an 
eternal life forever with Him.

 ● We are children of God. All Enduring Faith resources 
point to who we are as people forgiven through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 ● We are called to love. These resources remind God’s for-
given children that we are called to love God and others. 

 ● Our goal is to make disciples for life. Enduring Faith 
looks at the Christian from a lifetime perspective to ensure 
that believers at every age and stage are growing and learn-
ing what it means to be a follower of Christ.  

 ● Faith is important in the home. Enduring Faith strives to 
equip teachers of the faith with resources for connection 
with families at home. The hope is that Christian families 
will realize the importance of teaching the faith at home 
and feel supported to do so. 

R E L I G I O N  C U R R I C U L U M  T R A I T S
Following the legacy of Day School religion curriculum from 
Concordia Publishing House, the Enduring Faith Religion Cur-
riculum has specific characteristics to keep in mind:

 ● Teaching is strategic and aligned. The scope and se-
quence for this Day School curriculum balances the need 
for biblical literacy and schoolwide alignment. There are 
70 lessons arranged in 8 units, beginning with creation and 
concluding with John’s Revelation. Every level works with 
the same section of the Bible for the same lesson. This en-
ables schools to have schoolwide themes for weekly news-
letters and chapels, monthly unit activities, and the like. 
At the same time, each level focuses on a variety of sub-
themes for each lesson so that students can learn the rich 
breadth of Bible content. For instance, under the umbrella 
theme “God Gives Israel Judges,” a variety of judges will be 
studied, depending on the grade level. 

 ● Curriculum design is aligned and intentional. Adminis-
trators and teachers alike can see at a glance how students 
will learn and grow throughout their years by reviewing 
the master documents of Memory Words and religion 
standards.

 ● Religion standards are built into the design. Education-
al professionals at the school, district, and synodical level 
of Lutheran education worked together to create a list of 
religion standards for Lutheran education. This curriculum 
intentionally teaches to these standards and notes them 
accordingly.

 ● Differentiation is key for learner support. Not only do 
students have a variety of learning needs, but they also 
have a wide variety of prior knowledge and background in 
the Bible and matters of faith. Enduring Faith strives to 
support teachers in reaching students with a wide array of 
strategies to be sure all students feel welcome and sup-
ported in learning about God’s love for them. 

 ● Teacher language is streamlined. Professional teachers 
know how to interact with their students, but teaching the 
faith can be daunting. This curriculum uses bullet points 
and selective bold text to help teachers focus on key theo-
logical points so they can naturally and confidently teach 
about the Bible. 

 ● Flexibility is built in. While many schools will take advan-
tage of walking together in faith through an aligned scope 
and sequence, teachers have numerous options within the 
lesson materials, as will be illustrated in the Teacher Guide 
Overview on the next page. 

 ● Lessons provide a two-part focus. Lessons are divided 
into two key sessions, allowing flexibility for the classroom 
teacher. Session 1 focuses on learning the biblical account. 
Session 2 applies the biblical learning to students’ lives. 
Depending on the classroom schedule, teachers may con-
dense or extend learning, but the two-part design ensures 
that students learn both biblical content and faith applica-
tion. 

 ● Technology provides support. Teachers, families, and 
students will find helpful tools with devotions, unit vid-
eos, Memory Words activities, checks for understanding, 
assessment helps, and more. Review the Enduring Faith 
digital resources to familiarize yourself with these helps.

W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R
We are honored to partner with you in teaching the faith to the 
next generation! We pray that this curriculum enables you to 
more easily work together with your colleagues and families. 
We also invite you to reach out to us so that we may better work 
with you in teaching God’s children about their Savior. Call  
800-325-3040 any time.

352201_01_Unit 1_Preschool TG.indd   5352201_01_Unit 1_Preschool TG.indd   5 9/7/21   10:19 AM9/7/21   10:19 AM



6

Teacher Guide Overview
U N I T  PAG E S
There are 8 themed units. The two unit pages at the beginning 
of the unit include these helps:

 ● Unit Theme and Focus: An explanation of what the unit is 
about and ways the theme applies at specific grade levels. 

 ● Preassessments: Suggestions for evaluating where stu-
dents are in their learning to inform your teaching.

 ● Project Ideas: Classroom project ideas.
 ● Into the World: Information on how the Church ministers 

to people through various organizations and projects along 
with ideas for putting faith into action. 

 ● Look Ahead: Things to check out before you teach. 

At the end of the unit, there are two more pages of helps: 
 ● Postassessments: Suggestions for review and questions or 

activities for understanding what students have learned.
 ● Christian Heritage: Select topics that explore the history 

of the Christian Church from its early years to present day. 
 ● Additional Domains in Religion Standards: Topics and 

activities relating to biblical literacy, Lutheran doctrine, 
worship life, works of love, and confessing the faith. 

 ● Faith Family Ideas: Activities and resources for use in 
multigrade faith families in your school.

 ● Unit Extenders: Ideas for extending the unit theme.

1 1

LESSON 1
God Creates the World | God Creates and Gives Life

Genesis 1–2 | Genesis 1–2

B AC KG R O U N D
 “In the beginning, God created the heav-
ens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). These 
words begin a powerful documentary 
of how a perfect world was formed. It 
is obvious that the Creator of the world 
knew exactly what He was doing and was 
confident and happy with His creation, 
pronouncing it “very good” (Genesis 1:31).
There is a rhythm and perfect order to 
the story of creation that your preschool-
ers will appreciate. Children will enjoy 
the sequence of the creation days. Their 
minds will stretch as they begin to con-
template all the beautiful plants, flowers, 
insects, fish, birds, and animals that their 

C L A S S R O O M  D E V O T I O N
Show your Bible. Tell the children the 
Bible is the place where we learn about 
God and what He does for us. Write Gen-
esis on construction paper. (Many young 
children need a visual along with a verbal 
to reinforce learning.) The first book of 
the Bible is called Genesis. Point to the 
word and have the children say it with 
you. Genesis means “beginnings.” A 
beginning is the start of something. Ask 
preschoolers to think of a beginning. This 
week, we are beginning a new school 
year! In the Book of Genesis, we learn 
about the beginning of the world.
Have you ever made something and 
not loved what you made? Show a block. 
Maybe you were building with blocks, 
but you didn’t like how you did it. What 
did you do? Did you knock it down and 
start over? Show a piece of paper. Maybe 
you were drawing a picture and made a 
mistake. Did you crumple up the paper 
and throw it away? Crumple paper.
Today we will learn about how God 
made the world. Do you think God 

Father in heaven made for them. Children 
will see, hear, and feel God’s great love for 
each of them. They will begin to under-
stand that they, too, are part of God’s 
special creation—part of His perfect plan.
Creation and God’s ongoing care show 
not only God’s power but also His love for 
us. Help the children celebrate that God 
made them special and gives us all the job 
of taking care of His creation. Sadly, we 
do not always do this. But God loves and 
cares for us so much that He always gives 
His best, including His Son to be our Sav-
ior when we mess up His perfect plan.

made any mistakes when He made the 
world? (No, God doesn’t make mistakes 
like we do. Everything God made was per-
fect.) The Bible says, “God saw that it 
was good” (Genesis 1:10). God thought 
of everything and made it all just right. 
Today we will learn about all the things 
God made. And do you know what? 
God carefully and wonderfully created 
each of you too. He loves you so much!
God watches over you and blesses 
you each day. He takes care of you in 
a special way through His Son, Jesus, 
who died and rose again to forgive your 
sins. God is so good! 

PRAY Dear God, thank You for mak-
ing a beautiful world and us! Help us 
care for Your world. Forgive us when 
our sins make things bad and ugly. Re-
mind us that our Savior, Jesus, takes 
away all the mistakes we do. Amen.

SING “God’s a Father Kind and True” 
(LOSP, p. 30) or “God Made Them All” 
(S&W, p. 12).

C E N T R A L  T R U T H
Our triune God abundantly blesses 
us with our world and with all that we 
are and have, including our bodies 
and souls, families and friends, and 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus.

G R A D E - L E V E L  T R U T H
God created everything in the world 
and cares for it. He wonderfully 
made us just right and blesses us 
with good things, especially Jesus.

S TA N DA R D S
• LD2: Express that God created the entire universe 

and everything in it and that He still takes care of it 
today.

• LD6: With prompting and support, express an 
understanding that no one can pay the price for sin 
but that Jesus took the punishment for sin on Himself 
so all people can live with Him forever.

• WoL3: Express an understanding that God has 
created each person with special gifts in order 
to serve people in the church and school, in the 
community, and at home.

O B J E C T I V E S
• Learn that God created the whole world, loves His 

creation, and still provides for it.
• Tell about God’s care for us and His creation, 

including creating us anew through His Son.
• Respond to God’s love with praise and thanks and by 

caring for His creation.

M AT E R I A L S
Session 1
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide introduction, p. 8)
• Pictures of Jesus and things God created
• Story props (Into the Word)

Session 2
• The Basics 
• Clay or play dough

1 4

Lesson Extenders
W O R S H I P  L I F E
Have the children repeat each phrase after you: Jesus loves me 
this I know,* for the Bible tells me so.* You made us differ-
ent, not the same.* You even call us all by name.* If we run 
or if we play,* we know You care for us each day.* So help us 
Lord in all we do* so we might always follow You.* Amen.

D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R
Give the children markers and paper to draw a picture of them-
selves. Set out decorating supplies (e.g., yarn, buttons, rickrack, 
or ribbon). Discuss their pictures. How did God make you 
special? What are some things you can do? 

C I R C L E  T I M E
Write each child’s name on a 3 × 5 card. Mix up the cards and put 
them facedown on the floor. Tell the children that there is some-
thing special on each card: a name. That name belongs to you, 
or you, or you. And you and you and you (point) all belong 
to God! God made everything in the whole world! He made 
trees and animals and birds. He made you! God calls you by 
name too. Do you know how? (He works through His Word 
and Baptism to make you His child.) God loves you so much! 
Have the children take turns picking up a card, reading the card, 
and giving it to the person whose name is on it. Model by going 
first. Take a name, and have all say, “[Jamil,] God has called 
you by name, you are His.” Tell them everyone’s name is in the 
pile because God made each of them. Conclude with prayer.

R E AC H I N G  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T
Preschoolers often have difficulty sitting and taking in verbal in-
formation without visual reinforcement. Have pictures of what 
God created each day, or have the children stand up and demon-
strate what God created each day to allow them to physically 
engage with the lesson. When introducing new terms, such as 
Genesis, include a visual to support the verbal information.

R E L AT E
Social Skills P Have the children cut and glue pictures of people 
from magazines to a poster titled “We Are All God’s Children.” 
How are we all the same? different? God wants us to show 
love for everyone, even those who are not like us. How can 
we do that? Accept answers. Sometimes our ears or eyes or 
feet don’t work the way others’ do. But God blesses all of us. 
How? Show pictures of hearing aids, glasses, walkers, and the 
like. God works through people to care for us and others. 
Who loves you? How can you show love for others? (WoL2)

C R E AT E
Art P God created the world and gives us the job of taking care 
of His creation. Brainstorm ways to do this (recycling, caring 
for animals, picking up trash). Make bird feeders from stale, dry 
bread (or toast) cut in half circles, yarn, and round-shaped cere-
al. With a pencil, punch a hole in the middle of the rounded edge 
of the bread. String cereal and bread pieces onto yarn or a pipe 
cleaner. Hang the feeders from trees. (WoL3)

C L A S S R O O M  C O M M U N I T Y
Snack P Have the children count and put seven fish and seven 
animal crackers on their plates. God created all the animals 
and fish and birds. What animals are your favorite? Can you 
describe what they look like or do? Thank God for them!

L U T H E R A N  D O C T R I N E
Have a cross to show. When God created the world, what 
was it like? (Everything was good!) But it isn’t that way now. 
That’s because Adam and Eve disobeyed God. They sinned, 
and sin messed up our beautiful world. It brought sickness 
and sadness and hurts and troubles. We do wrong things 
too! But God loves us so much He knew what we needed 
to fix this problem. Do you know that is? Show cross. Yes, a 
Savior! So God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to die on 
the cross and rise again for us! God loves us and forgives our 
sins for Jesus’ sake. He helps us live as His forgiven children. 
Talk about what that means in your classroom. (LD2)

C H E C K  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Have the children take turns acting out one of the ways they are 
special. As one child acts out a blessing ( jumping, pointing to 
eyes to see, pretending to throw a ball), have the rest guess what 
that child’s “wonderfully made” blessing is. Also look through 
the digital resources available to help you check for understand-
ing and enhance student learning.

FA I T H  AT  H O M E
Include the following information in your class newsletter.  
Dear Family: We’ve been studying creation and how your child is 
special. Show pictures and talk about your child’s birth, Baptism, 
and other special family events such as moves and births of sib-
lings and cousins. Tape a yardstick or tape measure to a wall to 
measure your child’s growth. Celebrate the date of your child’s 
second birth, when your child became God’s dear child through 
Baptism. Light a candle and sing a special “Jesus Loves Me” 
song. Make a Baptism birthday cake or cupcakes too! 

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

1 4

Background
This section lets you see the 
biblical foundation of each 
lesson.

Classroom Devotion
Every lesson includes a brief 
devotion, along with hymn and 
song suggestions from these 
resources:
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
One and All Rejoice (OAR) 
Little Ones Sing Praise (LOSP) 
Sing & Wonder (S&W)

Title and Text
The umbrella theme title and 
Bible text for all grades are 
in roman, followed by the 
grade-level title and Bible text 
in bold.

T E AC H I N G  T H E  L E S S O N

Lesson Overview
A long sidebar on the first page lists key information you will 
need for teaching:
Central Truth is shared by all grades. 
Grade-Level Truth is specific to a grade.  
Standards provides religion standards taught in the lesson.  
Objectives guides teaching and informs assessment.   
Materials lists items you need to teach each lesson; “The 
Basics” include standard classroom supplies and student 
materials. See page 8 for a complete list.

Lesson Extenders
The last page of the lesson contains ideas for extending the 
lesson. These extenders give you options for customizing each 
lesson to best meet the needs of your schedule and the unique 
learning styles of the students in your classroom. Be sure to 
check out this page for activities to expand and enrich the 
concepts taught, suggestions for carrying the lesson theme into 
other curricular areas, or ways to connect the lesson to worship/
liturgy, Lutheran doctrine, catechism, and the like.
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1 2

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1  |  SESSION 1

T E AC H E R  T I P S
See the back of the Student Book for storytelling figures and 
ways to use them. If you decide to use the figures for tell-
ing the Bible story, you may wish to enlarge them on a copy 
machine first. 

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Talk about how God made everything. Open your Bible. In 
the first book of the Bible, in Genesis 1:31, it says, “God 
saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was 
very good.” 
Show pictures of nature, animals, and people. Ask the chil-
dren to name what they see and respond with “God made it, 
and it was very good!” 
Sing “Oh, Who Can Make a Flower” (LOSP, p. 74; add stan-
zas to sing about “the heavens,” “the mountains,” “the riv-
ers,” various animals, and so on) or sing “Praise Him, Praise 
Him” (LOSP, p. 68).

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Before class, hide pictures of things God created for the children 
to find. Have one for each child to find. As the children search 
for the pictures around the classroom, chant this verse, with the 
children echoing, to the meter of “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” 

We’re going on a creation hunt. (Children repeat.)
We’re gonna find a good thing. (Children repeat.)
The Lord made lots of them. (Children repeat.)
Many good things! (Children repeat.)

Give clues (e.g., warm, cold, hot!). When a child finds a picture, 
he or she returns to the circle. After all the pictures have been 
found, show them one at a time. Tell the children they found 
many wonderful things. I wonder, who made all these things? 
Let the children tell. How did God do it? Let’s find out!

I N T O  T H E  W O R D
Tell the Bible story on page 5 of the Student Book in your own 
words. Hold up fingers to correspond with each day. Rub your 
palms together to show a job well done whenever you say, “It was 
very good.” As you tell what God made on each day, use items 
from a story bag: flashlight; bottle of water; bag of dirt and leaf; 
picture of sun, moon, and stars; fish cracker; stuffed animal; male 
and female dolls to engage interest and expand on the points. 

 ● (Day 1) Show the flashlight and turn it on. What did God 
make on the first day?

 ● (Day 2) Point out the window. How does the sky look 
today? Show the bottle of water. Did God make bottles of 
water? No, He made huge oceans! 

 ● (Day 3) Show the bag of dirt and leaf. What is your favor-
ite fruit? 

 ● (Day 4) Take out the picture of the sun, moon, and stars. 
Can you wiggle your fingers like twinkling stars?

 ● (Day 5) Show a fish cracker. Tell me the names of some 
of the fish and ocean creatures that you know. Show the 
feather. Can you tell me some of the birds God created? 

 ● (Day 6) Pull out the stuffed animal. What are some of 
your favorite animals that God made? Take out the male 
and female dolls (or pictures). What were the names of 
the first man and woman?

 ● (Day 7) Hold the bag upside down so the children can see 
there is nothing left inside it. Tell how God rested.

Show the pictures from the creation hunt again. Have the chil-
dren say, “God made [item’s name]. And God saw that it was 
very good.” God made many wonderful things in the world 
to bless us. Show or point to a picture of Jesus. But our best 
blessing of all is Jesus, who died to take away our sins. 

5

GOD CREATES AND GIVES LIFE
Genesis  1–2

UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1

I n the beginning, God was all alone. The earth was 
dark and without shape. There were no colors. No 

reds or blues or greens. There were no shapes. No 
triangles or squares or hearts. There were no trees 
or mountains or oceans. There were no dogs or birds 
or fish. There were no boys or girls or moms or dads. 
So God decided to create the world!
On Day 1, God said, “Let there be light!” He called 
the light “day,” a time for work and play. He called 
the darkness “night,” a time to sleep and rest. God 
loved what He had made! It was very good!
On Day 2, God said, “Let’s make sky over the 
waters.” And so He did. God loved what He had 
made! It was very good!
On Day 3, God said, “Let’s make dry land appear out 
of the waters.” God called the land earth and the 
waters seas. God made trees and grass and flowers 
to grow on the land. God loved what He had made. 
It was very good! But God still had more to do! 
On Day 4, He made the sun to light up the day and 
the moon and stars to light up the night. God loved 
what He had made. It was very good! 

On Day 5, God made fish and sharks and snails and 
all the creatures that live in the sea! He made birds 
to fly in the sky—hawks and eagles and robins and 
crows and every other kind of bird. God loved what 
He had made. It was very good! But God was not 
done yet. 
On Day 6, He said, “Let’s make animals to live on 
the land.” So He made long-necked giraffes and 
hopping kangaroos. He made lions and turtles and 
cows and every other animal. God loved what He 
had made! It was very good! 
But God had one more thing He wanted to make: 
people! So God made the first man and woman, 
Adam and Eve. He told Adam to name all the ani-
mals. He wanted Adam and Eve to love and honor 
Him and take care of His beautiful world. God loved 
what He had made! It was very good!  
On Day 7, God rested from His work because there 
was nothing more He needed to make. Everything 
was just right. God loved what He had made—His 
creation! It was very good!

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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C H E C K  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Set out play dough for the children to make their own cre-
ations. What did you make? Talk about how they used play 
dough to make something. God made everything in the 
whole world by His power! What are some things God 
made?

FA I T H  C O N C E P T S
Turn to page 6 in the Student Books. Talk about how God 
made a beautiful world. He made the first people and gave 
them a job to do. He wanted them to take care of His world. 
God made us and wants us to take care of His world too. 
Have the children add stickers and finish coloring the scenes 
in their books as you talk about ways they can take care of 
God’s world. Ask the children if they can think of other ways 
to care for God’s world (planting flowers, recycling, picking 
up trash, feeding birds). Remind them that when we mess up 
and don’t care for God’s world, we can ask Him to forgive us 
for Jesus’ sake. (WoL3)

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Introduce today’s lesson by singing to the tune of “Where Is 
Thumbkin?” and inserting children’s names where indicated. 
Repeat it so that every child can hear his or her name. Put your 
name in, too, because God also loves you!
Who does God love? Who does God love? 
God loves [Caroline]; God loves [Zach]! 
God knows all about you; made the world for all of you. 
God loves [Nigel]; God loves [Emma]!

I N T O  O U R  L I V E S
Have a big piece of clay or play dough. Tell the children you 
are going to show them two different ways to make something. 
Quickly make a “person” that looks like a messy blob, and shout, 
“Done!” Then take your time to make a person with a torso, 
head, arms, and legs. Show how you’re enjoying yourself—smile, 
whistle, and talk to yourself (I love it! This is great!). When 
done, shout, “Ta-da!” Use a call-and-response with points below. 
Call: What do we know about God?  
Response (lead the children to say): God is, oh, so good!

 ● What was the difference between the first way I made 
my “person” and the second way? Accept replies. When 
God made people, He thought of everything and made 
us just right. He carefully and wonderfully created each 
little part of you. Call: What do we know about God? 
Response: God is oh so good!

 ● Point to clay. An artist shapes clay to make something. 
God formed and shaped you to be who you are. God 
planned just how you would be because He loves you so 
much! Call: What do we know about God? Response.

 ● God is still busy watching over you and blessing you 
each day. Ask the children to tell or act out ways God cares 
for them. He takes care of you in a special way through 
His Son, Jesus, who died and rose again to forgive your 
sins. Call: What do we know about God? Response.

 ● When you think about how God made you and loves 
you, how does that make you feel? Accept answers.  
Call: What do we know about God? Response.

 ● God made your friends special too. How do you think 
God wants us to treat one another? Accept answers.  
Call: What do we know about God? Response.

Pair children up and give out heart-and-cross stickers. Ask the 
children to offer the sticker to their friend and say, “God made 
you special!” Prompt the children to name something they think 
is special about their friend. (I like the way you jump! I like your 
freckles/curly hair. I like that you share your blocks with me.)

6
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God made a beautiful world and gives us the job of taking care of it. Add stickers to show 
ways you can take care of God’s world. Tell about more ways! Finish coloring the pictures.

TAKING CARE OF GOD’S WORLD

God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. 
         Genesis 1:31

I can take care of my neighborhood.

I can take care of the animals. I can take care of me.

I can take care of the plants.

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS

Into the Word
This section, found in Session 1 of each 
lesson, provides the heart of the lesson, 
giving special attention to the Bible story 
or Bible study focus for the lesson. 
For young children, this section pro-
vides ideas for teaching the Bible story in 
age-appropriate ways. For primary grades 
with young readers, guided-reading 
discussion points and ideas are provided 
to teach God’s Word. Older students are 
encouraged to read the biblical text with 
this section supporting and enriching 
their understanding.

Student Book Reduction Pages
For easy reference, an inset of the Student Book page is in-
cluded in each lesson. Session 1 has the Bible story portion of 
the lesson. Session 2 has an activity page that applies what was 
learned in the lesson, with answers filled in, if applicable.

Lesson Support
Below the Student Book page in each 
session, you will find additional ideas for 
teaching your lesson. The content varies 
from lesson to lesson. It includes teach-
er tips, active learning ideas, and a wide 
variety of other ideas to enhance student 
learning. 

Into Our Lives
This section, found in Session 2 of each 
lesson, provides teaching points to help 
students learn how the Bible lesson 
applies in their lives today. It encourages 
students to react to, respond to, and apply 
the concepts they have learned to their 
own lives as God’s children. Most import-
ant, it shows them how God has worked 
and continues to work in their lives.

Into the Lesson
This section, found in both sessions, captures your students’ 
interest by using an object lesson, discussion, demonstration, 
activity, puppet play, or the like, inviting them into the lesson. 
In Session 2, this section may also review the Bible story in 
preparation for applying it to students’ lives. 
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A Closer Look at the Basics
The Materials list in each lesson mentions “The Basics,” which 
includes classroom supplies such as the following:

 ● For the classroom: Bibles, catechisms, hymnals/song-
books, music recordings, digital devices, story bag, blank 
paper, construction paper, note cards, adhesive notes, tape, 
glue, staplers.

 ● For each student: Enduring Faith Preschool Student Book, 
Enduring Faith Preschool Sticker Pad, scissors, pencils, cray-
ons or markers, colored pencils.

Overview of Student Materials
S T U D E N T  B O O K
In the Student Book, the first page of each lesson, for use with 
Session 1, focuses on the Bible account. The reverse side, used 
with Session 2, includes an application activity and Memory 
Words from the Bible. There are extra pages in the back of the 
Student Book. Most grades have a glossary so students can look 
up faith words they may not know. Preschool and Kindergarten 
levels offer Bible figures with simple suggestions. 

S T I C K E R  PA D
Students in Preschool, Kindergarten, and Grade 1 receive a 
Sticker Pad to use in completing lesson activities. Some levels 
have additional “bonus” stickers in the back for added fun!

Additional Teacher Resources
B I B L E S  F O R  P R E S C H O O L
You know what Bibles work well for your classroom and school. 
Here are two great options to consider:

 ● The Story Bible: A children’s Bible, especially helpful for 
the large, full-color Bible story pictures.

 ● The Hear Me Read Bible: A collection of 18 Bible stories 
using 25 words or less. Level 2 has an additional 8 stories.

H Y M N A L / S O N G B O O K S
You know what hymnals and songbooks work well for your 
classroom. Here are two great options to consider: 

 ● Little Ones Sing Praise (LOSP): A classic collection of 
songs to help young children pray, praise, and offer thanks 
to God.

 ● Sing & Wonder (S&W): Songs to help children learn more 
about the God who created us, loves us, and cares for us.

C AT E C H I S M S
The Enduring Faith Religion Curriculum intentionally connects 
to the Small Catechism. Here are two great options to consider:

 ● My First Catechism: Using colorful illustrations and simple 
language, this catechism was designed for young children. 

 ● Follow and Do: Six small illustrated books of easy-to-read 
text to introduce the Small Catechism to young children.

Digital Resources
The following digital resources are designed to support you, your 
students, and their families.

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Each lesson has Memory Words from the Bible in the Student 
Book. Because committing the Scriptures to memory has value 
for Christians of all ages, the curriculum provides digital resourc-
es to assist with the learning process. 

M U S I C
Many recordings of hymns and songs are available in the digital 
resources. Check for playlists to enhance singing.

AC T I V I T I E S
All lessons have online activities, and available resources will con-
tinue to grow. Check often for ways to reinforce learning in the 
classroom and at home.

U N I T  V I D E O S
Each of the 8 units includes a video to help summarize 
the corresponding section of the Bible and its themes. You 
may choose to share a link to the video so families can stay 
connected. 

Curriculum Supplements
Concordia Publishing House offers a number of curriculum re-
sources to enrich student learning across subject areas.

L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  S E X
Concordia Publishing House’s highly acclaimed Learning About 
Sex series has been helping families and schools explain God’s 
gift of sexuality for generations. The series includes resources for 
preschool through adults with versions for boys and girls.

C H R I S T I A N  C H A R AC T E R  C O N N E C T I O N
Christian teachers will find practical ideas and activities to help 
them assist students in understanding themselves and others. 
Students will acquire life skills that will be helpful in dealing with 
challenging situations throughout their lives. 
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UNIT 1
God Creates the World and Calls a Nation

U N I T  T H E M E
The first words in the Book of Genesis lay 
the foundation for what lies ahead: “In 
the beginning, God . . .” God’s work of 
creation and redemption is set in motion 
with one simple phrase. 
As this school year begins, you will be 
taking your students to the foundation 
of this great metanarrative. The account 
concerning God’s creation of the heavens 
and the earth in six natural days lays the 
foundation for all of Scripture. 
This first unit covers a grand sweep of 
Old Testament history, beginning with 
the creation of the world and continuing 
through the life story of Joseph. Students 
will learn how sin first entered our world 
and see how God established His plan to 
rescue all humankind from their sins. 
Within that sweep of history, students 
will meet patriarchs, including Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. But 
more than just learning their names, 
students will be led to understand the 

U N I T  L E S S O N S
1. God Creates and Gives Life 

Genesis 1–2
2. The Fall into Sin

Genesis 3
3. The Flood 

Genesis 6–9
4. The Call of Abram 

Genesis 12:1–9
5. The Birth of Isaac

Genesis 21:1–7
6. Isaac Blesses His Sons 

Genesis 27
7. Jacob’s Journey and Dream

Genesis 28:1–5, 10–22
8. Joseph’s Coat and Dreams

Genesis 37:1–11
9. Joseph Forgives and 

God Provides
Genesis 45; 50

important place the patriarchs had in 
the greater salvation story. No one had a 
greater role than any other; rather, each 
was used by God as part of the whole in 
order that God’s will might be fulfilled. 
As you lead students through this unit, 
help them see the foundation established 
when God created the world and every-
thing in it. Adam and Eve destroyed that 
perfect creation through their willful sin. 
That sin had consequences that we see 
throughout the rest of this unit and in our 
own lives. At the same time, we see how 
God works through His people to carry 
out His plan for the coming Savior—for 
the people of the Old Testament and for 
us today.

U N I T  F O C U S  F O R  P R E S C H O O L
Throughout this unit, the children will learn that our powerful God, who created the universe, loves and cares for them. Even 
though we messed up His perfect world, God made a plan for our salvation so we can live with Him forever. The children will 
hear about God’s promise to Adam and Eve to send a Savior, God’s care for Noah and his family, His promise to bless Abraham, 
and His help and plan to work good for Joseph through his troubles. Your preschoolers will take comfort in knowing that God 
loves and cares for them, too, and sent Jesus to save them from their sins. They will hear how He has called them to be His own 
and is with them and helps them in their troubles too.  
Assessments are written for each unit to provide a consistent picture of a young child’s spiritual development in the early child-
hood classroom setting. Preassessments are documented through observations and notes taken during large/small group times 
or with individual children during a free choice time. Postassessment questions align with the Preassessment questions in order 
to have evidence of learning at the end of each unit. This is typical and necessary if a teacher wants to check for understanding. 
Too often, without evidence, we assume we have accomplished our goals and move on to the next unit/topic. The Postassess-
ments are approached in a similar manner as listed in the Preassessment section, except the children draw their responses or 
dictate their responses to put into a file, journal, or portfolio as documentation of their spiritual development. Photos of chil-
dren demonstrating their responses work well too (showing love to another child, acting out their classroom job, etc.). 
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P R E A S S E S S M E N T S
Creation and God’s ongoing care show not only God’s pow-
er but also His love for us. Help the children celebrate that 
God made them special and gives us all the job of taking 
care of His creation. Sadly, we do not always do this. But 
God loves and cares for us so much that He always gives 
His best, including His Son to be our Savior when we mess 
up His perfect plan. Assessment can happen individually, in 
small groups, or through observations made during large-
group time/instruction. Use anecdotal notes or a checklist to 
assess the children’s ability to answer or do the following:

 ● Express that God made the world and people: Can you 
name something or someone God made? 

 ● Thank God for their bodies: God made all of you! 
Thank Him for something you can do (e.g., smell, 
taste, hear, touch, run, walk).

 ● Express that God gives us families to love and help us: 
Who is in the family that God gave to you?

 ● Sing to God and praise and thank Him for sending 
Jesus to be our Savior. Note each child’s participation 
during Jesus Time/chapel with these assessments:
Not yet.
Watches others; thinking about participating.
Sings and participates. 

P R O J E C T  I D E A S
 ● Make a class book by laminating pictures of your pre-

schoolers. Spiral-bind the pictures together along the 
side or put them in a binder. Take full body shots of 
the children, approximately the same size, against the 
same background. Cut each picture into thirds, divid-
ing the head from the torso and the torso from the 
legs. The children can mix and match the body parts to 
create “new” people. Say a thank-You prayer that God 
made each child the way he or she is, just right. Tell 
the children that God planned out just how He want-
ed them to be. Sometimes they may wish they were 
like other children or want what others have, but God 
made them wonderful and special just as they are.  

 ● Draw a large bushel basket on poster paper. Have the 
children sponge-paint it with brown paint. Search on-
line for an apple pattern to print on red construction 
paper. Use a black marker to write each child’s name 
on an apple, and/or glue a photo of each child’s face 
onto the apple. Put the basket on a bulletin board and 
let the children arrange their apples in the basket. Title 
it “Bushels of Blessings.” Remind the children that 
they are blessings from God and that you love having 
them in your class! God gives us many blessings to 
enjoy. The best blessing is our Savior, Jesus!

L O O K  A H E A D
 ● Into the Lesson, p. 13
Sing this great song each day.

 ● Classroom Devotion, p. 19
Have kids bring a stuffed animal.

 ● Into the Lesson, p. 29
Have kids bring a baby picture. 

 ● Create, p. 30
Have kids bring a family picture.

 ● Works of Love, p. 42
Send home a note about a coat 
drive.

 ● Postassessments, p. 47 
Use preassessment notes to 
evaluate learning.

 ● Unit Extenders, p. 48
Check out these great ideas now!

I N T O  T H E  W O R L D
The Church celebrates and affirms life! 
Our God is the Creator of all things, the 
God of life. God created our universe in 
six days, saving the best for last—you and 
me, humankind. The accounts from Gen-
esis in this unit are great examples of how 
our God creates, provides, preserves, and 
protects His people. 
Life-affirming organizations work to 
equip people to be Gospel-motivated 
voices for life. Their mission is to help 
people understand that each human life 
is created and gifted by God. God loves 
all people—He loves humankind so much 
that He sent His Son to die for all human 
life. That makes every human life import-
ant, valuable, and meaningful. 

Here are a few ways that your class and 
school can celebrate and affirm life:

 ● Dedicate a chapel service to cele-
brating life. Sing “Children of the 
Heavenly Father” (LSB 725; OAR 
271) and “Father Welcomes” (LSB 
605; OAR 255). Offerings can go to a 
local Christian pregnancy center

 ● Send a note home asking for socks 
or food to be given to a local shelter 
for the unhoused.

 ● Order or borrow a set of fetal mod-
els. Children can hold these lifelike 
models to help them better under-
stand and value life in the womb.

 ● Have each grade create “Welcome” 
cards for immigrants or “Thinking 
of You” cards for the elderly.

UNIT 1

Unit Prep
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LESSON 1
God Creates the World | God Creates and Gives Life

Genesis 1–2 | Genesis 1–2

B AC KG R O U N D
 “In the beginning, God created the heav-
ens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). These 
words begin a powerful documentary 
of how a perfect world was formed. It 
is obvious that the Creator of the world 
knew exactly what He was doing and was 
confident and happy with His creation, 
pronouncing it “very good” (Genesis 1:31).
There is a rhythm and perfect order to 
the story of creation that your preschool-
ers will appreciate. Children will enjoy 
the sequence of the creation days. Their 
minds will stretch as they begin to con-
template all the beautiful plants, flowers, 
insects, fish, birds, and animals that their 

C L A S S R O O M  D E V O T I O N
Show your Bible. Tell the children the 
Bible is the place where we learn about 
God and what He does for us. Write Gen-
esis on construction paper. (Many young 
children need a visual along with a verbal 
to reinforce learning.) The first book of 
the Bible is called Genesis. Point to the 
word and have the children say it with 
you. Genesis means “beginnings.” A 
beginning is the start of something. Ask 
preschoolers to think of a beginning. This 
week, we are beginning a new school 
year! In the Book of Genesis, we learn 
about the beginning of the world.
Have you ever made something and 
not loved what you made? Show a block. 
Maybe you were building with blocks, 
but you didn’t like how you did it. What 
did you do? Did you knock it down and 
start over? Show a piece of paper. Maybe 
you were drawing a picture and made a 
mistake. Did you crumple up the paper 
and throw it away? Crumple paper.
Today we will learn about how God 
made the world. Do you think God 

Father in heaven made for them. Children 
will see, hear, and feel God’s great love for 
each of them. They will begin to under-
stand that they, too, are part of God’s 
special creation—part of His perfect plan.
Creation and God’s ongoing care show 
not only God’s power but also His love for 
us. Help the children celebrate that God 
made them special and gives us all the job 
of taking care of His creation. Sadly, we 
do not always do this. But God loves and 
cares for us so much that He always gives 
His best, including His Son to be our Sav-
ior when we mess up His perfect plan.

made any mistakes when He made the 
world? (No, God doesn’t make mistakes 
like we do. Everything God made was per-
fect.) The Bible says, “God saw that it 
was good” (Genesis 1:10). God thought 
of everything and made it all just right. 
Today we will learn about all the things 
God made. And do you know what? 
God carefully and wonderfully created 
each of you too. He loves you so much!
God watches over you and blesses 
you each day. He takes care of you in 
a special way through His Son, Jesus, 
who died and rose again to forgive your 
sins. God is so good! 

PRAY Dear God, thank You for mak-
ing a beautiful world and us! Help us 
care for Your world. Forgive us when 
our sins make things bad and ugly. Re-
mind us that our Savior, Jesus, takes 
away all the mistakes we do. Amen.

SING “God’s a Father Kind and True” 
(LOSP, p. 30) or “God Made Them All” 
(S&W, p. 12).

C E N T R A L  T R U T H
Our triune God abundantly blesses 
us with our world and with all that we 
are and have, including our bodies 
and souls, families and friends, and 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus.

G R A D E - L E V E L  T R U T H
God created everything in the world 
and cares for it. He wonderfully 
made us just right and blesses us 
with good things, especially Jesus.

S TA N DA R D S
• LD2: Express that God created the entire universe 

and everything in it and that He still takes care of it 
today.

• LD6: With prompting and support, express an 
understanding that no one can pay the price for sin 
but that Jesus took the punishment for sin on Himself 
so all people can live with Him forever.

• WoL3: Express an understanding that God has 
created each person with special gifts in order 
to serve people in the church and school, in the 
community, and at home.

O B J E C T I V E S
• Learn that God created the whole world, loves His 

creation, and still provides for it.
• Tell about God’s care for us and His creation, 

including creating us anew through His Son.
• Respond to God’s love with praise and thanks and by 

caring for His creation.

M AT E R I A L S
Session 1
• The Basics (see Teacher Guide introduction, p. 8)
• Pictures of Jesus and things God created
• Story props (Into the Word)

Session 2
• The Basics 
• Clay or play dough
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UNIT 1  |  LESSON 1  |  SESSION 1

T E AC H E R  T I P S
See the back of the Student Book for storytelling figures and 
ways to use them. If you decide to use the figures for tell-
ing the Bible story, you may wish to enlarge them on a copy 
machine first. 

M E M O R Y  W O R D S
Talk about how God made everything. Open your Bible. In 
the first book of the Bible, in Genesis 1:31, it says, “God 
saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was 
very good.” 
Show pictures of nature, animals, and people. Ask the chil-
dren to name what they see and respond with “God made it, 
and it was very good!” 
Sing “Oh, Who Can Make a Flower” (LOSP, p. 74; add stan-
zas to sing about “the heavens,” “the mountains,” “the riv-
ers,” various animals, and so on) or sing “Praise Him, Praise 
Him” (LOSP, p. 68).

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Before class, hide pictures of things God created for the children 
to find. Have one for each child to find. As the children search 
for the pictures around the classroom, chant this verse, with the 
children echoing, to the meter of “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” 

We’re going on a creation hunt. (Children repeat.)
We’re gonna find a good thing. (Children repeat.)
The Lord made lots of them. (Children repeat.)
Many good things! (Children repeat.)

Give clues (e.g., warm, cold, hot!). When a child finds a picture, 
he or she returns to the circle. After all the pictures have been 
found, show them one at a time. Tell the children they found 
many wonderful things. I wonder, who made all these things? 
Let the children tell. How did God do it? Let’s find out!

I N T O  T H E  W O R D
Tell the Bible story on page 5 of the Student Book in your own 
words. Hold up fingers to correspond with each day. Rub your 
palms together to show a job well done whenever you say, “It was 
very good.” As you tell what God made on each day, use items 
from a story bag: flashlight; bottle of water; bag of dirt and leaf; 
picture of sun, moon, and stars; fish cracker; stuffed animal; male 
and female dolls to engage interest and expand on the points. 

 ● (Day 1) Show the flashlight and turn it on. What did God 
make on the first day?

 ● (Day 2) Point out the window. How does the sky look 
today? Show the bottle of water. Did God make bottles of 
water? No, He made huge oceans! 

 ● (Day 3) Show the bag of dirt and leaf. What is your favor-
ite fruit? 

 ● (Day 4) Take out the picture of the sun, moon, and stars. 
Can you wiggle your fingers like twinkling stars?

 ● (Day 5) Show a fish cracker. Tell me the names of some 
of the fish and ocean creatures that you know. Show the 
feather. Can you tell me some of the birds God created? 

 ● (Day 6) Pull out the stuffed animal. What are some of 
your favorite animals that God made? Take out the male 
and female dolls (or pictures). What were the names of 
the first man and woman?

 ● (Day 7) Hold the bag upside down so the children can see 
there is nothing left inside it. Tell how God rested.

Show the pictures from the creation hunt again. Have the chil-
dren say, “God made [item’s name]. And God saw that it was 
very good.” God made many wonderful things in the world 
to bless us. Show or point to a picture of Jesus. But our best 
blessing of all is Jesus, who died to take away our sins. 

5

GOD CREATES AND GIVES LIFE
Genesis  1–2
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I n the beginning, God was all alone. The earth was 
dark and without shape. There were no colors. No 

reds or blues or greens. There were no shapes. No 
triangles or squares or hearts. There were no trees 
or mountains or oceans. There were no dogs or birds 
or fish. There were no boys or girls or moms or dads. 
So God decided to create the world!
On Day 1, God said, “Let there be light!” He called 
the light “day,” a time for work and play. He called 
the darkness “night,” a time to sleep and rest. God 
loved what He had made! It was very good!
On Day 2, God said, “Let’s make sky over the 
waters.” And so He did. God loved what He had 
made! It was very good!
On Day 3, God said, “Let’s make dry land appear out 
of the waters.” God called the land earth and the 
waters seas. God made trees and grass and flowers 
to grow on the land. God loved what He had made. 
It was very good! But God still had more to do! 
On Day 4, He made the sun to light up the day and 
the moon and stars to light up the night. God loved 
what He had made. It was very good! 

On Day 5, God made fish and sharks and snails and 
all the creatures that live in the sea! He made birds 
to fly in the sky—hawks and eagles and robins and 
crows and every other kind of bird. God loved what 
He had made. It was very good! But God was not 
done yet. 
On Day 6, He said, “Let’s make animals to live on 
the land.” So He made long-necked giraffes and 
hopping kangaroos. He made lions and turtles and 
cows and every other animal. God loved what He 
had made! It was very good! 
But God had one more thing He wanted to make: 
people! So God made the first man and woman, 
Adam and Eve. He told Adam to name all the ani-
mals. He wanted Adam and Eve to love and honor 
Him and take care of His beautiful world. God loved 
what He had made! It was very good!  
On Day 7, God rested from His work because there 
was nothing more He needed to make. Everything 
was just right. God loved what He had made—His 
creation! It was very good!

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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C H E C K  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Set out play dough for the children to make their own cre-
ations. What did you make? Talk about how they used play 
dough to make something. God made everything in the 
whole world by His power! What are some things God 
made?

FA I T H  C O N C E P T S
Turn to page 6 in the Student Books. Talk about how God 
made a beautiful world. He made the first people and gave 
them a job to do. He wanted them to take care of His world. 
God made us and wants us to take care of His world too. 
Have the children add stickers and finish coloring the scenes 
in their books as you talk about ways they can take care of 
God’s world. Ask the children if they can think of other ways 
to care for God’s world (planting flowers, recycling, picking 
up trash, feeding birds). Remind them that when we mess up 
and don’t care for God’s world, we can ask Him to forgive us 
for Jesus’ sake. (WoL3)

God Creates and Gives Life
I N T O  T H E  L E S S O N
Introduce today’s lesson by singing to the tune of “Where Is 
Thumbkin?” and inserting children’s names where indicated. 
Repeat it so that every child can hear his or her name. Put your 
name in, too, because God also loves you!
Who does God love? Who does God love? 
God loves [Caroline]; God loves [Zach]! 
God knows all about you; made the world for all of you. 
God loves [Nigel]; God loves [Emma]!

I N T O  O U R  L I V E S
Have a big piece of clay or play dough. Tell the children you 
are going to show them two different ways to make something. 
Quickly make a “person” that looks like a messy blob, and shout, 
“Done!” Then take your time to make a person with a torso, 
head, arms, and legs. Show how you’re enjoying yourself—smile, 
whistle, and talk to yourself (I love it! This is great!). When 
done, shout, “Ta-da!” Use a call-and-response with points below. 
Call: What do we know about God?  
Response (lead the children to say): God is, oh, so good!

 ● What was the difference between the first way I made 
my “person” and the second way? Accept replies. When 
God made people, He thought of everything and made 
us just right. He carefully and wonderfully created each 
little part of you. Call: What do we know about God? 
Response: God is oh so good!

 ● Point to clay. An artist shapes clay to make something. 
God formed and shaped you to be who you are. God 
planned just how you would be because He loves you so 
much! Call: What do we know about God? Response.

 ● God is still busy watching over you and blessing you 
each day. Ask the children to tell or act out ways God cares 
for them. He takes care of you in a special way through 
His Son, Jesus, who died and rose again to forgive your 
sins. Call: What do we know about God? Response.

 ● When you think about how God made you and loves 
you, how does that make you feel? Accept answers.  
Call: What do we know about God? Response.

 ● God made your friends special too. How do you think 
God wants us to treat one another? Accept answers.  
Call: What do we know about God? Response.

Pair children up and give out heart-and-cross stickers. Ask the 
children to offer the sticker to their friend and say, “God made 
you special!” Prompt the children to name something they think 
is special about their friend. (I like the way you jump! I like your 
freckles/curly hair. I like that you share your blocks with me.)

6
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God made a beautiful world and gives us the job of taking care of it. Add stickers to show 
ways you can take care of God’s world. Tell about more ways! Finish coloring the pictures.

TAKING CARE OF GOD’S WORLD

God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. 
         Genesis 1:31

I can take care of my neighborhood.

I can take care of the animals. I can take care of me.

I can take care of the plants.

CONTINUE WITH LESSON EXTENDERS
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Lesson Extenders
W O R S H I P  L I F E
Have the children repeat each phrase after you: Jesus loves me 
this I know,* for the Bible tells me so.* You made us differ-
ent, not the same.* You even call us all by name.* If we run 
or if we play,* we know You care for us each day.* So help us 
Lord in all we do* so we might always follow You.* Amen.

D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R
Give the children markers and paper to draw a picture of them-
selves. Set out decorating supplies (e.g., yarn, buttons, rickrack, 
or ribbon). Discuss their pictures. How did God make you 
special? What are some things you can do? 

C I R C L E  T I M E
Write each child’s name on a 3 × 5 card. Mix up the cards and put 
them facedown on the floor. Tell the children that there is some-
thing special on each card: a name. That name belongs to you, 
or you, or you. And you and you and you (point) all belong 
to God! God made everything in the whole world! He made 
trees and animals and birds. He made you! God calls you by 
name too. Do you know how? (He works through His Word 
and Baptism to make you His child.) God loves you so much! 
Have the children take turns picking up a card, reading the card, 
and giving it to the person whose name is on it. Model by going 
first. Take a name, and have all say, “[Jamil,] God has called 
you by name, you are His.” Tell them everyone’s name is in the 
pile because God made each of them. Conclude with prayer.

R E AC H I N G  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T
Preschoolers often have difficulty sitting and taking in verbal in-
formation without visual reinforcement. Have pictures of what 
God created each day, or have the children stand up and demon-
strate what God created each day to allow them to physically 
engage with the lesson. When introducing new terms, such as 
Genesis, include a visual to support the verbal information.

R E L AT E
Social Skills P Have the children cut and glue pictures of people 
from magazines to a poster titled “We Are All God’s Children.” 
How are we all the same? different? God wants us to show 
love for everyone, even those who are not like us. How can 
we do that? Accept answers. Sometimes our ears or eyes or 
feet don’t work the way others’ do. But God blesses all of us. 
How? Show pictures of hearing aids, glasses, walkers, and the 
like. God works through people to care for us and others. 
Who loves you? How can you show love for others? (WoL2)

C R E AT E
Art P God created the world and gives us the job of taking care 
of His creation. Brainstorm ways to do this (recycling, caring 
for animals, picking up trash). Make bird feeders from stale, dry 
bread (or toast) cut in half circles, yarn, and round-shaped cere-
al. With a pencil, punch a hole in the middle of the rounded edge 
of the bread. String cereal and bread pieces onto yarn or a pipe 
cleaner. Hang the feeders from trees. (WoL3)

C L A S S R O O M  C O M M U N I T Y
Snack P Have the children count and put seven fish and seven 
animal crackers on their plates. God created all the animals 
and fish and birds. What animals are your favorite? Can you 
describe what they look like or do? Thank God for them!

L U T H E R A N  D O C T R I N E
Have a cross to show. When God created the world, what 
was it like? (Everything was good!) But it isn’t that way now. 
That’s because Adam and Eve disobeyed God. They sinned, 
and sin messed up our beautiful world. It brought sickness 
and sadness and hurts and troubles. We do wrong things 
too! But God loves us so much He knew what we needed 
to fix this problem. Do you know that is? Show cross. Yes, a 
Savior! So God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to die on 
the cross and rise again for us! God loves us and forgives our 
sins for Jesus’ sake. He helps us live as His forgiven children. 
Talk about what that means in your classroom. (LD2)

C H E C K  F O R  U N D E R S TA N D I N G
Have the children take turns acting out one of the ways they are 
special. As one child acts out a blessing ( jumping, pointing to 
eyes to see, pretending to throw a ball), have the rest guess what 
that child’s “wonderfully made” blessing is. Also look through 
the digital resources available to help you check for understand-
ing and enhance student learning.

FA I T H  AT  H O M E
Include the following information in your class newsletter.  
Dear Family: We’ve been studying creation and how your child is 
special. Show pictures and talk about your child’s birth, Baptism, 
and other special family events such as moves and births of sib-
lings and cousins. Tape a yardstick or tape measure to a wall to 
measure your child’s growth. Celebrate the date of your child’s 
second birth, when your child became God’s dear child through 
Baptism. Light a candle and sing a special “Jesus Loves Me” 
song. Make a Baptism birthday cake or cupcakes too! 
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