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Note to Parents and Teachers: 

This Bible story has several unexpected and even humorous events. But it is also 
serious because it took place during dangerous times for the Early Christian Church. 
Many people in the world were not interested in hearing about Jesus. Others ridiculed 
Christians for their faith. And still others were hostile toward Christianity. In some 
ways, the first century and the twenty-first century are surprisingly similar.

S Su ur rp pr ri is se e! !
(The Story of Peter and Rhoda)



All stories of God’s people relate to Jesus. This one is no different. 
Time and again, Jesus surprised people in unexpected ways!

People did not expect the Savior of the world to be born as a baby in a stable. 
They were amazed at Jesus’ great power when He quieted a storm. They were 
astonished to learn He cared about all people, even those who were “sinful” or 
“outcasts,” and that He helped and healed them.

People were shocked when Jesus died on a cross to take away our sins. It was astounding 
when Jesus rose from the tomb on Easter morning. It was awesome that Jesus ascended into 
heaven, yet promised to be with us always.

And it was also incredible that Jesus trusted His followers (like the disciples and you and me) 
to continue His work, sharing His loving kindness, and telling His message of salvation to others!



Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. After Pentecost Day, Peter did what Jesus had asked 
them to do. Peter told many people that Jesus died on the cross and arose at Easter to 
take away their sins. He told people that Jesus is the true God and that He promises us 
eternal life in heaven.

SURPRISE! Peter was put in jail for telling the truth! His enemies chained him up 
and locked him in prison. A guard stood at his right side. Another guard stood at 
his left side. And two soldiers watched outside the door so he would not escape.


