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To Shepherd the Flock

Pastors are shepherds, and your calling as pastor
includes shepherding the personnel, students,
parents, faculty, staff, and administrator of your
congregation’s school. This is necessary in order
for your Christian school to achieve maximum
success, whether it is operated by a single con-
gregation or an association.

As you shepherd your congregation’s spiritual
growth, work to establish a close working rela-
tionship with the school administrator. Build
upon a common philosophy, vision, and direction
for the congregation in general and for the school
as a part of the life and vitality of the congrega-
tion. Lack of understanding reduces the chances
of building a successful partnership for the ben-
efit of those served through the ministry of the
school. By God’s grace, when respect for each
other exists, the administrator and pastor may
share an effective, mutually edifying and sup-
portive ministry.

Perhaps no other arm of ministry in a congre-
gation gathers so many together to study God’s
Word as does the Christian school. Christian
schools can greatly assist the pastor in his min-
istry. This partnership can be especially helpful
when the school administrator, with the assis-
tance of the faculty and staff, facilitates the
communication of life events, both problems and
celebrations, from the members to the pastor.

Successful communication and teamwork
requires a high level of trust between the pas-
tor and the school administrator and the faculty
members. Careful attention by the pastor to the
wants, needs, and events that are part of the
lives of each staff member can help build trust.
Likewise, careful attention by the administrator
and school staff to the wants, needs, and events
that are part of the lives of each pastor can help
build trust in the other direction. By working
together, pastor, administrator, and teachers can
best meet the needs of those whom they have
been called to serve.

Trust needs to be built carefully and securely,
for without it nothing else of value can be built.
Great care must be made to preserve this trust
unbroken, for once damaged it is difficult to
repair. The sure foundation of that trust begins

with the chief Cornerstone common to our
faith—Jesus Christ.

An Understanding of Role

and Responsibilities

As spiritual leader of your congregation and its
ministries, God has given you tremendous obli-
gation and responsibility. Similarly, He has given
a tremendous obligation and responsibility to the
Christian school administrator who oversees the
day-to-day operation of the school. As pastor, you
can support and encourage the administrator in
his or her task of managing a dynamic educa-
tional agency—where daily the most important
content anyone can ever learn is taught and
modeled. Parents send their sons and daughters
to Christian schools trusting that there they will
receive a quality education in a safe, secure envi-
ronment. They trust that their children will hear
the Good News of the Savior, who lived, died, and
now lives again to earn forgiveness for their sins,
the chance to begin all over again with the slate
wiped clean, and a happy home with Him in
heaven to look forward to.

You can assist and support the school admin-
istrator in setting the tone and establishing a
vision for your school and its identity. You can
serve as a model for the administrator, teach-
ers, and staff by your actions as well as by your
words about what Jesus means to you. You can
show that you care about each teacher and each
student, genuinely and individually, just as
Jesus loves and cares for you. You can lead the
administrator and faculty in developing warm
and friendly relationships rooted in God’s Word.
You can handle disappointments and frustra-
tions in ways that show the power of God’s Spirit
in your life as you labor to energize others in
building a school that is well-respected and val-
ued among those you serve and beyond. You can
demonstrate what Jesus’ forgiveness means to
you in your willingness to also forgive those who
have offended you.

Disciples Are Made
in Christian Schools

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His
disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
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Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have com-
manded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). Christian
schools excel in disciple making. They are “work-
shops in Christian living,” where discipleship is
practiced as lessons are taught, relationships are
established, and the issues of everyday life are
experienced.

Each lesson in the curriculum emphasizes Christ
and the forgiveness, new life, and eternal salva-
tion that are now ours in Him. One in Christ will
help students understand God’s will for their
lives, their sinfulness when measured accord-
ing to God’s Law, and the strength God offers
through His Word to empower us for a new life

in Him. These materials have been prepared
with the greatest care to assist educators in their
important work. Nevertheless, they are only
tools. The most important dynamic for teaching
the faith is a good teacher—a capable, profes-
sional educator skilled at teaching God’s Word
and all other subjects through the illumination
God’s Word provides. The role of the pastor is to
support and encourage educators in their impor-
tant work, and, even as spiritual head of the
congregation, to join them in it as content expert,
mentor, teacher, and friend.

One in Christ—
an Overview

Like Voyages: Exploring God’s Word, and the
other religion curriculums for Lutheran schools
preceding it, One in Christ is designed to assist
those teaching in Christian classrooms so that,
through the Word and Spirit of God, students
using these materials may

¢ know God, especially His seeking and forgiv-
ing love in Christ;

e respond in faith and grow into Christian ma-
turity;

¢ see themselves as the reconciled, redeemed
children of God and individual members of
Christ’s Body, the Church,;

¢ live happily in peace with God, themselves,
and their fellow human beings;

e express their joy in worship of God and in lov-
ing service to others;
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e value all of God’s creative work in His world
and the Church;

¢ witness openly to Christ as the Savior of all
people;

e participate actively in God’s mission to the
Church and the world,;

e live in Christian hope with the blessed assur-
ance of eternal life in heaven through Christ
Jesus, our Lord.

Focused on these goals, the One in Christ cur-
riculum centers on Christ so that students will
have optimal opportunities to grow in their faith
and Christian lives. By God’s grace, those teach-
ing in Lutheran schools join in one voice with
the writers, editors, marketers, and others who
help prepare this curriculum in the sentiment of
1 John 1:3: “That which we have seen and heard
we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

God’s Word reminds us that our faith unites
us with Christ just as it unites us with one
another. Faith in Jesus makes the Christian
classroom a unique and wonderful place, differ-
ent from any other classroom. Jesus Himself has
promised, “For where two or three are gathered
in My name, there am I among them” (Mat-
thew 18:20). Classrooms dedicated to Jesus look,
feel, and sound unlike all other classrooms. One
in Christ materials not only guide and equip
the teacher for helping students learn God’s
Word, but they also provide practical, engaging
ideas and suggestions for rooting and connect-
ing all that takes place in, and extends from, the
classroom, reaching into the other areas of the
curriculum as well as onto the playground and
playing field, into the home and neighborhood,
and ultimately around the world.

With a special emphasis on Bible literacy and
discipleship, materials for grades 1, 2, 4, 6, and
8 present a Bible survey, while those for grades
3,5, and 7 are organized around a life-applica-
tion Bible story approach. Popular features of
previous curriculums remain, with increased
attention given to helping students make real-
life connections. In addition, teacher guides for
each lesson direct teachers to a Web site that
includes updatable features, such as PowerPoint
and interactive-whiteboard activities, video clips,



and other lesson applications and extensions,
such as those that involve and engage the stu-
dents’ families.

One in Christ materials at all levels have
been organized into nine units. Though vary-
ing somewhat in length, these units coincide
roughly with the time of year in which they will
be taught. Teachers will find ideas and activities
to enhance their observance of seasonal events
such as Reformation, Thanksgiving, Advent,
Christmas, Lent, and Easter in the lessons
taught during the months that coincide with
these events. Bulletin boards are provided with
each unit.

One in Christ lessons are organized according
to the following plan. (You will find additional
detail about each grade level available later in
this document).

Grade 1 Bible overview (8 two-day les-
sons per unit; 9 student books,

one per unit)

Grade 2 Bible overview (8 two-day les-
sons per unit; 9 student books,

one per unit)

Grade 3 Thematic Bible story approach
(108 stories, some taught over

two days)

Grade 4 Chronological Bible story
approach (108 stories, some

taught over two days)

Grade 5 Thematic Bible story approach

(100 Bible stories)

Grade 6 Chronological Bible Story

approach (100 Bible stories)

Grade 7 Thematic Bible story approach

(100 Bible stories)

Grade 8 Chronological Bible story

approach (100 stories)

The organizational structure of grades 1, 2, 4, 6,
and 8 of One in Christ emphasizes biblical liter-
acy by presenting Bible stories in a chronological
sequence. The goal of the materials at these lev-
els is to help students grow in their knowledge
and understanding of God’s Word and to rec-
ognize it as the Means of Grace, the norm and
source for Christian teaching, and the source

of power and guidance for living the Christian

life. Bulletin boards, available for purchase from
Concordia Publishing House, are designed to
visually reinforce and help students apply unit
themes and concepts.

Designed to continue One in Christ’s character-
istic focus on Bible literacy, material for grades 3,
5,and 7 have been developed to emphasize bibli-
cal themes that explore the elements of doctrine
commonly referred to as the Six Chief Parts.
These consist of the Ten Commandments, the
Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Con-
fession, and Holy Communion. Taught in the
context of Bible stories, these themes are first
introduced at the third-grade level and explored
again at the fifth- and seventh-grade levels, with
a different set of Bible stories taught at each
level. The goal of the materials for the thematic
years is to help students grow in discipleship

as they explore key doctrinal themes and apply
them to their lives.

A Note about Baptism

Classrooms in Christian schools often contain
a number of students who have not been bap-
tized. Perhaps some of the students’ parents
have questions and concerns about what your
school teaches about Baptism and when, how,
and under what circumstances this blessing
from God is to be received. Successful teachers
of the faith take care not to leave children who
have not been baptized with feelings of inad-
equacy or quilt. But they also do not react by
simply avoiding Baptism, especially when the
topic flows naturally from lesson discussions.
Instead, they stress the clear teachings of God’s
Word that Baptism welcomes sinners into the
family of God, where they receive Jesus’ gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation; that God desires
Baptism for all people; and that Baptism applies
the words and promises of God together with
water, which connects with the recipient by
faith. Also, they prayerfully look for opportuni-
ties to talk with parents of unbaptized children
about Baptism. Many children and their fami-
lies receive the blessings of Holy Baptism each
year through the ministry of those teaching in
Lutheran schools.
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Committing God’s Word
to Memory

God’s Word is His great gift to us and to all peo-
ple; it shows us who we are, brings us the gift of
salvation, and empowers, equips, and directs us
in the new life God has given us to live for Him.
In short, it tells us why we need Jesus and what
it means to know and live in Him. When we com-
mit God’s Word to memory, it becomes a part of
us. We keep it in our minds to recall and apply
readily without the need for print or the voice of
another. Each lesson in One in Christ contains

a Bible verse that relates to the themes and
applications of that lesson. Key passages that
reinforce important scriptural emphases appear
again and again throughout the curriculum, so
that at times the memory selection will review
and reinforce a passage previously learned. Con-
scientious teachers of the faith will do more than
merely assign verses to be recited as an exercise
in rote learning. They will help students to con-
nect the designated verse with both the lesson
and its application in the new life God has given
us to live for Him by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Reflecting, Discussing,
and Applying God’s Word
One in Christ materials have been prepared with
the goal of replacing academic activities with
those that place more emphasis on reflection,
discussion, and application. By God’s grace and
through the working of His Spirit, your students
will experience the oneness in Christ that occurs
when God’s people gather around His Word in
times of study, reflection, and prayer. The goal of
those who have prepared these lessons is to help
make the portion of the day devoted to the study
of God’s Word unique and distinctive—students’
favorite time of the school day.

A Unit Approach
Each of the nine units in the One in Christ cur-
riculum corresponds fairly closely to the nine
months of the school year, according to the fol-
lowing scheme.

Unit 1—September

Unit 2—October

Unit 3—November

Do

Unit 4—December
Unit 5—January
Unit 6—February
Unit 7—March
Unit 8—April
Unit 9—May

Check out the One in Christ Web site for sup-
plemental ideas and activities to enhance your
observance of seasonal events such as Reforma-
tion, Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, Lent,
and Easter.

Teachers will want to pace themselves accord-
ingly, extending some lessons as needed,
especially so they can use some of the enrich-
ment ideas in the Lesson Support sections of the
guide. (Note: Teachers continually say they can
never cover all the material in the guide, so we
have purposely cut back on the number of les-
sons but increased the number of options so
that teachers can work at a pace that suits the
needs of their individual situations.) The follow-
ing Teacher Guide features, which are provided
in each two-page unit overview, will assist in
planning.

Unit Contents: a list of the lesson titles in the
unit provides at-a-glance information about the
scope and content of the unit. At the close of each
unit for grades 3, 5, and 7, the lesson titles may
be used to assess student learning. Ask students
to write two to three sentences in answer to sev-
eral of the questions asked by these titles.

Unit Theme: summarizes the main theme of the
unit while also providing helpful suggestions
for emphasizing, applying, and extending unit
concepts.

Unit Worship: provides suggestions for relat-
ing the opening devotions with the unit theme.
Music suggestions in the curriculum refer to
the Lutheran Service Book (LSB), Little Ones
Sing Praise (LOSP), Songs Kids Love to Sing
(SKLS), and Songs Kids Love to Sing 2 (SKLS2).
At least one hymn is suggested for each ses-
sion. The accompanying CDs (with the same
names as the songbooks) that are available for
purchase provide music for each song. Sugges-
tions are occasionally made for All God’s People
Sing! (AGPS), which has an accompanying CD



set called Jesus’ People Sing (JPS). Of course,
other hymns and songs can also be included that
appropriately fit the lesson theme and give glory
to God alone!

Unit Resources: gives suggestions or remind-
ers about the curriculum Web site and other
resources that can enlighten and enrich stu-
dents’ learning. Suggestions may also be made
about other related Concordia Publishing House
(CPH) products.

Unit Bulletin Board: A unique bulletin board
has been designed for each of the nine units at
each grade level. These are available for pur-
chase from CPH. This section explains how to
construct and display the bulletin board. Infor-
mation in this section also tells how to use the
bulletin board to involve students and extend
lesson applications.

Unit Mission Story: God’s Kingdom Is Growing!
True stories from around the world will be fea-
tured monthly in some levels to specifically show
the spread of the Gospel or the projects of human
care and relief that The Lutheran Church—Mis-
souri Synod is developing. Read these stories to
your class. Occasionally, a picture will also be
available to project on a screen (check the Unit
Activities section on the Web site).

Lesson Overview
Teacher Guide

All lessons in One in Christ follow the same
easy-to-teach presentation provided over either
four or six pages, depending on the level. By
God’s grace, each lesson (1) confronts learners
with the Law, showing human sin and the need
for a Savior; (2) leads learners to see God’s grace
in sending Jesus to redeem us all from sin, death,
and the power of the devil; and (3) encourages
learners as they daily live in Christ, empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit. You will want to use the
Teacher Guide together with the Web site or the
Teacher Resource Book. These resources provide
reproducible activity sheets together with a host
of ideas, activities, and other resources to assist
in teaching the faith.

The first page of every lesson in the Teacher
Guide begins with a section called Background.

This provides additional information for the
teacher’s own growth and development, while
also giving high-interest facts that may be help-
ful in presenting and discussing the lesson.

A special feature is the classroom devotion,
which can be read to the class. The life-applica-
tion stories always have a direct relation to the
day’s theme and can be used as introductions to
the lesson itself.

A long sidebar always lists key information for
your preparations for the lesson, including the
Central Truth, which is a statement that pro-
vides the main theme of the lesson. Each lesson
also has stated Objectives. As you review these
statements, keep in mind the importance of
including Law (God’s expectations of us, which
remind us of our sinfulness), Gospel (what God
has done for us in Christ Jesus to restore us to
Himself), and our response (how we respond to
the Gospel in the new life God empowers us to
live). Teachers may choose to read these state-
ments to students at the beginning of the lesson
or refer to them at the lesson’s conclusion.
Research suggests that students are more likely
to achieve lesson objectives that are clearly iden-
tified for them.

There is also a Materials list noting items
needed to teach the lesson. The Basics (used in
each lesson in most grades) include the Student
Book, an ESV Bible, and a pencil. The Bible Prep
list (used in most grades) is very important. It
includes the Bible references students will need
throughout the lesson. Teachers may post these
verses on the board in advance so students can
bookmark them before school. This will make the
lesson flow more efficiently and will also “level
the playing field” so as not to single out students
unfamiliar with using the Bible.

The Lesson Plan

One in Christ lessons make use of various tech-
nologies to achieve lesson objectives. Be sure to
check out the Web Resources accompanying each
lesson to access interactive whiteboard activi-
ties, PowerPoint presentations, video segments,
and other resources. Included on the second and
third pages of each Teacher Guide is a reduction
of the two Student Pages and the reproducible
sheet, each with answers to questions written
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in. Teachers will find a lot of the questions and
directions given in the Teacher Guide rather
than in the Student Book because this series has
an emphasis on group discussion and (at most
levels) group work. Please note that the Gospel
is identified through the use of red ink in the
Teacher Guide as a reminder to make sure stu-
dents receive a clear presentation of the Gospel
in the teaching of the lesson. The Student Book
is not meant to be a workbook where you assign
pages; instead, students will use these pages to
respond to and record group interactions.

All lessons follow the same easy-to-teach format
of three distinct parts: “Into the Lesson,” “Into
the Word,” and “Into Our Lives.” The “Into the
Lesson” section is designed to capture students
interest and to delve into the lesson concepts.
The “Into the Word” section provides the Bible
story or Bible study that supports the theme of
the lesson. Finally, the “Into Our Lives” section
encourages students to react or respond to and
apply the concepts they have learned. At least
one reproducible page is designed for each lesson
and can be downloaded from the Web site (it is
also repeated in the Teacher Resource Book).

b

Each lesson in One in Christ includes a portion
of God’s Word that connects with the theme or
application of the lesson. Memorization is a time-
honored way of helping believers carry God’s
Word with them into their identity, into their
day, and into their lives. Sometimes referred

to as “learning by heart,” thorough memoriza-
tion helps learners internalize God’s Word. In
this way, the Holy Spirit may continually work
through that Word, changing the learner’s heart
as he or she calls to mind the words that have
been learned. Knowing God’s Word by heart
makes it possible for us to carry it with us for
handy reflection and application without the
need to reference paper or screen.

The last page of each lesson is called “Lesson
Support.” This page includes a variety of arti-
cles, ideas, teaching tips, lesson extensions, and
enrichments. The “Lesson Support” activities
may be used to expand and enrich the con-
cepts taught or to carry the lesson theme into
other curricular areas throughout the day. Top-
ics include “Working in Groups” (e.g., small- or
large-group options), “Curriculum Connec-
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tions” (science, math, social studies, performing
arts, visual arts, physical education, health, lan-
guage arts), “Using Technology,” “Teacher Tips”
(e.g., teacher training, faith building, reflection,
inspiration, encouragement, and discipleship),
“Reaching Every Child” (e.g., students with phys-
ical, behavioral, developmental, and learning
challenges; those with limited Bible background
or those ready for more in-depth details; stu-
dents of various learning styles; those who come
from other cultural backgrounds); “Celebrating
Growth” (e.g., what to add to a portfolio, what

to individually conference about or include in
ajournal); “Searching Further” (e.g., projects,
extending the concept over a longer duration,
research); “Just for Fun” (e.g., games, snacks,
literature connections, sports connections);
“Bringing It Home”; “Critical Thinking”; “Faith
in Action” (e.g., witnessing/sharing the faith,
stewardship, etiquette, the Church today); and
“Hands to Serve” (service project ideas). You will
find CPH’s Concordia Curriculum Guide series
a valuable resource for a host of additional ideas
and suggestions for making faith connections in
teaching.

Teachers will find more than enough les-

son material for the time usually allotted for

the teaching of religion. They will not want to
attempt to teach everything. The goal is that,
with repeated teaching of the lessons during
each successive year, teachers will continue to
find additional activities and ideas that they can
incorporate into the lessons to keep their teach-
ing fresh, interesting, and engaging.

Student Book

Each level of One in Christ will consist of indi-
vidual one- or two-day lessons, depending on the
level. Two facing pages have been dedicated to
each lesson in the Student Book. These pages
are also reproduced in the Teacher Guide, with
answers provided for easy teacher reference. The
One in Christ emphasis on God’s Word and disci-
pleship is readily apparent upon a quick review
of these pages. All studies of God’s Word, life-
related activities, and memory verses have been
chosen and included with the overall goal of
helping students learn more about God’s love for
them in Jesus Christ.





