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God used the Babylonian captivity to transform His people, to bring them to contrition and 
repentance and to a renewed faithfulness to God and His Word. And as He said, God would 
return the faithful to the land of Judah after 70 years; they would be a changed people who 
never again reverted to idol worship. These were part of the preparations, getting Judah and the 
people of Judah ready for the coming of the Messiah, Christ Jesus.

Lesson 41
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“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans  

for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

(Jeremiah 29:11)

Daniel and His Friends
God’s Promised Punishment and Mercy

Finally the time for punishment had come. In a series of deportations, about 20,000 people of 
Judah were exiled; but God did not forget His chosen people in far-off Babylon. The Lord gave His 
special promise to the faithful (see Jeremiah 24:6–7). Today we look at four of these exiled people 
who were blessed by God for their faithfulness to His will.

The Résumé of Four Friends

God Blesses His People
God calls us, as His justified and sanctified people, to put Him and His will first in our lives; 

He will take care of the rest. As Jesus stated in the Sermon on the Mount, “Therefore do not be 
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ . . . But 
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” 
(Matthew 6:31, 33).
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Covenant Connection
There is no quick and easy fix for sin. God continues to prepare, teach, promise, and direct 
people to see their sin and to see their need for the Savior, Jesus. It is an ongoing task, fulfilled 
only by grace through faith in Christ.
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Covenant Connection
As John the Baptist pointed to the coming Messiah (Jesus Christ), he explained Baptism in this way: “I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire” (Matthew 3:11). John the 
Baptist meant that Jesus would baptize with power. We can say that the Baptism Jesus instituted is 
efficacious, which means it is effective and does the work. What work does it do? Through the Holy Spirit, 
working through God’s Word, we are brought to faith and are transformed to live as people of God!

Lesson 53
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“He saved us . . . by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by His grace we might become heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy.” (Titus 3:5–8)

A Blast of Power
What is the source of all this power we are talking 

about? What is the source of power that brings forgiveness, 
life, and salvation? We read about this power source in the 
Gospel, where we hear about Jesus’ death on the cross and 
His resurrection for us. What does Romans 1:16 tell about 

the power of the Gospel? _________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Read about the powerful love of God that Jesus spoke of 
to Nicodemus—and to you and me—in John 3:14–17. Then 
indicate that power of the Gospel by adding a black cross to 
the red “blast of power” on the left.

A Burst of Light
Sometimes cartoons show a character with a shining 

light bulb above his head to indicate that the “light came 
on” and he finally understands. Like Nicodemus, sometimes 
our earthly knowledge is not wise enough to comprehend 
heavenly things. In His infinite mercy, however, God shines 
light on our dark, sin-filled world and forgives us for these 
times of doubt and ignorance. He helps us place our trust in 
Jesus, even when we don’t fully understand.

However, John 3:19–21 goes beyond our own 
understanding as it talks about Jesus as the light of the 
world. This light shows us the way to heaven—through Him 
who is the light. (See 1 Peter 2:9.) Jesus calls on us to reflect 
His light, showing His love toward others as lights in this 
world, serving others and sharing the Gospel message of 
this light of the world. What is our life like as we live and 
walk in the light of the Lord? See Ephesians 5:8–21. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nicodemus Visits Jesus
Nicodemus was a church leader who came to visit Jesus at night. Perhaps he came at night so 

his Pharisee friends (who were often enemies of Jesus) would not see him. Perhaps he came at night 
because there were such large crowds around Jesus during the day, so this was the best time for a 
personal conversation. Whatever his reason, he came to Jesus with many questions. Jesus helped 
Nicodemus grow in understanding by picturing earthly things that had heavenly, spiritual meanings.

A Breath of Fresh Air
 Nicodemus couldn’t understand what Jesus meant when He said 
 “born from above” (or “born again”) in faith, through the Holy Spirit. 
 Jesus explained, comparing the Spirit to the wind.

The wind

 1. blows where it wishes;

     2. is heard but not seen;

        3. comes and goes without our direction;

           4. changes things;

                5. can be refreshing and uplifting.

  Discuss: In what ways is wind a good   
   comparison to—or metaphor for— 

the Holy Spirit?

God makes us new (reborn) people as the Holy Spirit brings us 
to faith through His message of salvation in the Word of God. This 
is not something we do; this is not an emotional feeling; this is not 
something we decide. It is a gift of God! The Lord loves us so much 
that He gives us that gift of faith through several means, including 
Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, both of which have that same 
Word of God as an essential part of these special gifts.

List three things Baptism does. Celebrate your Baptism, your 
spiritual rebirthday! If you have not been baptized, the gift of faith 
is yours through God’s Word, and you can look forward to the day 
when you will be baptized! (For more information, see the Small 
Catechism section on Baptism in the Appendix of this book.)

A Splash of Water

 _____________________

 _____________________

_____________________

_____________________

 _____________________

 _____________________
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Covenant Connection
Psalm 107:23–29 foreshadows the events in this lesson’s Bible story. In Matthew 8 and 14, 
Jesus fulfills the prophecies of the psalm. Reading these verses in Psalm 107 is like reading the 
New Testament accounts, especially as the people’s courage melts away and they cry out for 
help. The strongest connection though is in Psalm 107:29, which says, “He made the storm be 
still, and the waves of the sea were hushed.” God’s Holy Word again shows us God’s holy plan 
through Christ Jesus, our Savior!

Lesson 65

137

“ These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.” 

(John 20:31)

Types of Miracles
Jesus’ miracles proved that He truly is the Son of God. However, His main purpose in doing 

them was not for proof but out of compassion. Jesus also shows His compassion to us today 
in many ways. Look at this review of some of Jesus’ miracles, which we are studying. It is 
interesting to consider His wonders by categorizing them into four main types. Then, respond on 
the blank lines, writing how Jesus works to supply those same needs in your life today.

Matthew 8:23–27 and Matthew 14:22–33

Stormy Seas

Two Storms
 Matthew 8 Matthew 14

Where is Jesus? v. 23 vv. 22–23

Surprisingly, Jesus . . . v. 24 v. 25

Amazingly, Jesus . . . v. 26 v. 32

The disciples’ response: v. 27 v. 33

And the greatest miracle of life is the eternal 
life we have through Jesus’ victory. By His 

death on the cross and resurrection at Easter, 
He has conquered sin, death, and the devil. And 
miracle of miracles, He gives His victory to us—

giving us forgiveness, life, and salvation!

1.  Daily Needs. (Recall Jesus feeding 5,000 people. Respond.) _____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ .

2.  Protection. (Recall Jesus stilling the storm. Respond.) __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ .

3.  Health. (Recall Jesus healing the man who was paralyzed. Respond.) ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________.

4.  Life. (Look ahead to the raising of Lazarus. Respond.) ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ .



Shipwrecked
Sailing for Rome

Paul was now the prisoner of a Roman centurion named 
Julius, of the Augustan Cohort. As they set sail for Rome, 
winter was approaching, which is a dangerous time for  
storms on the Mediterranean Sea. What follows is best  
read step-by-step from Scripture in Acts 27:9–44.

Message in a Bottle
Communication was often difficult in Bible times. There were no phones, radios, 

telegraph, or e-mail to send a message from a ship. Sometimes, people would put a message 
to their family into a bottle, cork it, and toss it into the sea, hoping that somehow—perhaps 
after months or even years—it would be found and taken to their family. The message often 
shared faith, encouragement, and hope. If you were tossing a message in a bottle into 
the sea, what message of faith and hope about Jesus 
would you share with friends and family? 
Write it here.
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Covenant Connection
In all of Paul’s troubles, trials, and shipwrecks (he was in four), God was with him, setting his 
focus always on the Gospel. As was promised of old, and to the Early Christian Church, and to 
us today, God is near, with His shelter and salvation. Psalm 91:1–2 says, “He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, ‘My 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ ”

“So take heart . . . for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I 

have been told.” (Acts 27:25)

Lesson 99 Survival!
Acts 28:1–10

Narrator: As the ship began to break apart and sink, Paul and the rest of the crew swam 
or floated to an unknown island, where they were greeted by friendly islanders.

Islander 1: Welcome to Malta, our little island. You must be wet and cold.

Islander 2: Come and sit. We will build you a fire.

Paul: Let me help gather some firewood. Whoa, a snake has attacked my arm! 

Islander 1: It’s a poisonous viper!

Islander 2: (To other islanders) He must be a criminal because even though he escaped 
from the sea, justice has not allowed him to live!

Luke: Quick, shake the viper off, into the fire!

Narrator: Paul suffered no ill effects, and after waiting a long time, he did not swell up 
and die like the people thought he would. Then they changed their minds and said he 
was a god.

Paul: No! No! It is God who has saved me! He has saved me in many ways. Let me tell you 
about my God and Savior.

Publius: As chief official of the island, I welcome you to my home. We will need to be quiet, 
though, because my father is sick in bed with a bad fever.

Paul: I will visit him if you would like, and pray for God to bless him.

Narrator: So Paul went in to see him. After praying, Paul placed his hands on him, and 
the man was healed in the name of the Lord.

Father of Publius: (Seated) Wow, I feel so much better! Thanks be to God! (Stands and 
shakes Paul’s hand and gives Luke a high five)

Narrator: After this had happened, the rest of the sick came to see Paul, and many people 
heard the Gospel message of salvation in Jesus. After three months, the stormy winter 
was over, and it was time to continue on their journey.

Paul: Thank you for all your kindness.

Islander 1: (Giving Paul a pat on the back) No, let us thank you for sharing the message of 
the one true God with us!

Islander 2: (Giving Paul a high five) If you must leave, here—have some supplies for your 
journey to Rome. Wherever you travel, know that distance does not separate us, for we 
are one in Christ.

Narrator: They honored Paul and the crew, and when they were ready to sail, the 
islanders gave them what they needed. God blessed Paul and his crew in spite of the 
shipwreck so that others could see the work of God and hear His saving Word.
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