
Rosa Young
Hero of Faith

By Christine S. Weerts 

Illustrated by Larry Johnson

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL



Copyright © 2011 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1-800-325-3040  •  www.cph.org

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House.

Written by Christine S. Weerts 
Illustrated by Larry Johnson 
Edited by Rodney L. Rathmann 
Editorial assistant: Amanda G. Lansche

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the ESV 
Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New 
International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, 
Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

Quotations marked KJV are from the King James or Authorized  
Version of the Bible.

Manufactured in Burlington, WI / 034280 / 160012

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL



Rosa Young

3

Table of Contents

chapter one

 Into the Cotton Fields ............................ 5

chapter two

 Give Me Jesus ...................................... 17

chapter three

 Rosa Gets an Education ........................ 26

chapter four           

 An Answer to Prayer............................. 37

chapter five

 A Dream Realized ................................. 47

epilogue 

  ............................................................ 55

timeline of events 

 during Rosa Young’s Life  ..................... 57

acknowledgments 

  ............................................................ 61

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL



4

Rosa stopped and looked out at the sea of white. 
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chapter one

Into the Cotton Fields
Rosa ran out to her family’s cotton fields, 

just past their home deep in the woods of rural 
Alabama. It was 1897, and everyone she knew 
grew cotton. On this warm November day, she 
was proud to help with her first cotton harvest. 
She hurried because she didn’t want her older 
brothers to get too far ahead.

At the edge of the field, the seven-year-old 
stopped and looked out at the sea of white. Just 
days ago, it had been an ordinary field of knee-
high green plants. Suddenly, with enough sun and 
dry weather, the cotton bolls had popped open, 
turning it into a field of white. It reminded her of 
that verse her Daddy liked to preach: “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest” (John 4:35b KJV).

A mighty will made up for Rosa’s small size. 
When her father tried to give her a child-size sack 
to fill, she said quietly but firmly: “I’m no baby, 
Daddy.”

“All right, Rosa Jinsey Young, here’s your 
Big Girl bag,” he said, smiling.
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Rosa crisscrossed the big burlap bag over  

her tiny shoulders. She wondered how she would  
ever fill it. But she had begged her father to let her 
come—he had wanted her to wait a year before  
working in the fields—so she wasn’t about  
to complain.

 

She had watched her brothers pick cotton 
whenever she had brought them water. She was 
sure she knew what to do: you pull the white fluffy 
cotton boll out of the pod. Here, her small size  
was an advantage: she didn’t have to bend over  
the plants like her father and brothers.

But she also didn’t have their rock-hard  
calloused fingers. Whenever she reached into the  
rough brown shell to pull out the cotton boll, one  
of the ragged edges scratched her finger. She bit her  
lip to keep from crying out, but no matter how care-
fully she picked, she couldn’t keep the pods from  
slicing her fingertips.
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chapter four

An Answer to Prayer
A little bug, less than a half inch in size. 

How could something so small bring such hard 
times? How could a beetle destroy a dream?

The boll weevil arrived in Alabama in 1914, 
just two years after Rosa had single-handedly 
raised the funds to build and equip a new school 
for over 200 children in her home community of 
Rosebud, AL.

The weevil chomped its way into central 
Alabama from Mexico, feeding on the developing 
plant and destroying field after field of cotton, the 
largest cash-producing crop in the state.

 

The weevil chomped its way into central Alabama  
from Mexico, destroying field after field of cotton.
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Rosa looked on the poverty of her people 

and felt a painful longing in her soul. Slavery was 
a terrible sin, and its consequences were still felt 
throughout her backwoods community, where 
her people who had come from nothing were still 
scratching out a living on land they didn’t own.

Many black farmers, who worked shares  
or were tenants, had nothing to harvest and still  
owed the landowner for seeds, fertilizer, and  
other costs. The failed cotton crops sunk a poor 
state into deeper poverty and forced many blacks 
off the farm, starting the Great Migration to  
industrial cities in the North. For those left  
behind, despairing poverty and hunger were  
common. What would happen to the children  
if she gave up now?

At her school, attendance dropped as  
families had no money to help pay the costs.  
By the end of the school year in 1915, she had  
35 cents left for her own salary.
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She recalled the first lesson she had taught her students. 

Every day she prayed: “God take my school, do  
not let it die but make of it a great religious center.”

The strong tie to the children was forged over 
those long months and muddy miles, where she  
traveled by foot or mule, to make her dream come true. 
With her life savings of $200, and gifts from black and 
white friends, she had built Rosebud Literary and  
Industrial School, which opened in 1912.

She recalled the first lesson she had taught her 
students: Life + Christ = Success.

“There may not be a cotton crop,” she said to  
herself. “But surely there is still a harvest to be made 
among my people. My life plus Christ can bring success!”
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Rosa offered her school first to her home 

church, African Methodist, but their conference 
was unable to take it. After several other rejec-
tions, she wrote the one man in Alabama who 
cared about education for their people as much 
as she did: Booker T. Washington, founder and 
president of Tuskegee Institute.

 

“Try the Lutherans,” 
wrote Booker T. 
Washington.  

Surely this great educator and leader of her 
people, who himself had come up from slavery, 
could help her!

Dr. Washington wrote back saying he had 
no resources, but told her to contact a church she 
had never heard of, saying it was providing an 
education for white and black people. “Try the 
Lutherans,” he wrote, giving her the address of 
Rev. C. F. Drewes in St. Louis.
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October 27, 1915
Dear Friend, 

I am writing you concerning a school I have  
organized. I began teaching here in 1912 with seven 
pupils in an old hall where the cattle went for shelter.  
I have bought with money collected in the community  
five acres of land and erected a four-room school house, 
bought 45 seats, five heaters, one school bell, one sewing 
machine, one piano, a nice collection of useful books,  
and 150 Bibles and New Testaments.

I am writing to see if you will take our school . . .  
we will give you the land, the school building and all  
its contents. . . . The school is located near the center  
of Wilcox County, 54 miles from Selma amid nearly 
1,500 colored people. Both white and colored are  
interested in this school. I hope you will see your  
way clear to help us. 

Yours Humbly,  
      Rosa J. Young
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Timeline of Events 
during Rosa Young’s Life

1890 Rosa J. Young is born in Rosebud, AL, 
 on May 14 to Grant and Nancy Young

1896 U.S. Supreme Court legalizes segregation  
 in Plessy vs. Ferguson

1900 Rosa is baptized into the African 
 Methodist Church at age 10

1901 Booker T. Washington publishes his 
 autobiography Up from Slavery 

1903 The Wright Brothers make their first flight

1903 Rosa leaves for Payne University to begin  
 high school

1909 Rosa graduates as valedictorian from   
 Payne University on June 1

1909– Rosa teaches at many different schools 
1912 in Alabama

1912 Rosa opens a school in her hometown of  
 Rosebud, AL
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