
Hero of Faith

By Gerald Perschbacher

Illustrated by John Martin

C.F. W. Walther

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL



Copyright © 2011 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1–800–325–3040 · www.cph.org

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House.

Written by Gerald Perschbacher
Illustrated by John Martin
Edited by Rodney L. Rathmann 
Editorial assistant: Amanda G. Lansche

Manufactured in Burlington, WI / 034280 / 160010

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL



chapter one

 A Young Man Remembers ....................... 4

chapter two

 Ferdinand Finds His Way ...................... 16

chapter three

 Overcoming Trials and Struggles

 with the Help of God ............................ 26

chapter four           

 Pastor, Teacher, Writer, Husband,

 and Father ........................................... 36

chapter five

 Leader of Lutherans ............................. 40

chapter six

 On to Glory .......................................... 46

timeline of events 

 during C. F. W. Walther’s Life  ............... 51

3

C. F. W. Walther
Table of Contents

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL



Young Pastor  
Ferdinand Walther  
wonders what life will  
be like in America.
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chapter one

The sun moved low in the western sky on 
a cheerless day in winter. A chilly wind whipped 
against the young man’s cheeks as he walked on the 
creaky deck of the ship called Johann Georg. The tall 
sails of the ship caught the wind, causing the front  
of the ship to slice through the white-tipped waves  
of the Atlantic Ocean. The Johann Georg gently 
bounced up and down as it moved forward. With 
each mile of waves, it found itself closer to America.

This passenger in the long black wool coat,  
Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther, did not look  
anything but ordinary as he stood with a plain  
scarf around his neck and a tall hat pushed firmly 
on his head. But one day he would become the first 
president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri  
Synod! As he stood on the deck, he thought of  
his home in Germany.

His family and friends had called him  
Ferdinand when he was young. What trouble he  
had spelling this long name when he was little! As  
a boy, he played in the fields near Langenchursdorf—

…

5

A Young Man Remembers  
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6
a town in Saxony, the territory where Martin Luther  
had also lived. Growing up, Ferdinand had heard many 
stories about Martin Luther, the great religious reformer.  

He heard how Doctor Luther had learned about God’s 
love and forgiveness in the Bible. Ferdinand heard these 
stories from his father, who was a pastor. His grandfa-
ther had been a pastor too. The Walther family knew 
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Walther was born in  
Saxony in what is now  
known as Germany.

Jesus as their Savior; they found joy and purpose in loving 
and serving God. So Ferdinand grew up learning a good 
deal about important men in the Christian Church. But 
Ferdinand did not know he, himself, would become one!

As a boy, Walther heard stories about Martin 
Luther, the hero of the faith who sought to re-
turn the Church to the teachings of the apostles.
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Walther celebrated twenty-five 
years in the ministry in 1862.  

The celebration brought 
 joy during trying times.  
Americans were at war  

with other Americans as  
the Civil War raged on.
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chapter three

Overcoming Trials and Struggles 

Friends of C. F. W. Walther gathered in 1862 
for a party! They helped Walther celebrate complet-
ing twenty-five years as a pastor! Walther proved 
to be a very gifted teacher of the Bible, having 
written hundreds of pages on the subject! He told 
many thousands of people about the Good News of 
Christ!

As friends smiled and shook his hand, Pastor 
Walther recalled key events. He knew how people 
had helped him in America. He was thankful for 
people in Germany who also prayed for his work. 
Walther found America to be a “mission field” for 
the Gospel of Christ.

At Walther’s party people did a lot of talk-
ing. They made speeches too. But here and there,  
as someone spoke, Pastor Walther daydreamed.  
His mind looked to the past.

…
with the Help of God
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He remembered 1839. Pastor Stephan  

gathered the members of the group of German  
Lutherans when the four ships finally landed in 
New Orleans. Pastor Walther was among the  
leaders. The people took four steamboats up the 
Mississippi River. The winter weather snipped 
harder on exposed skin than it had as the people 
traveled on the ocean. The “deck” passengers were 
provided with hot water three times a day and were 
required to prepare their own meals. Large chunks 
of ice floated down the river, making it dangerous 
for boats to travel. Ice could poke holes in the ships. 
They could sink! But God was with them, and they 
landed safely. The last boat came to St. Louis,  
Missouri, on February 19. 

The Saxons landing in St. Louis in 1839.  
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Why did they go to St. Louis? St. Louis stood  
as the biggest city on the edge of pioneer territory.  
Near St. Louis land was available! Hunting was plentiful! 
The climate was similar to Germany! And here, plenty of 
fresh drinking water could be found! All these wonderful 
things were told in a book written by a German named 
Gottfried Duden. He came to America to be a farmer in 
1824. Then he wrote his very popular book and returned 
to Germany. The book gave hundreds of pages of ideas 
about the beautiful and bountiful Midwest! He said St. 
Louis was the city where Germans should go!   

This rendering is based on a painting by G. H. Hilmer.
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Der Lutheraner is first published 
in 1844. Walther’s paper helped  

to unite Lutherans throughout  
 nineteenth-century America.
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chapter five

Walther glanced over the crowd at his 
party as though he were looking at a picture of 
his life. People can do that. Just by being there, 
they reminded him of many successes and some 
struggles.

He thought about Der Lutheraner, a Ger-
man newspaper he started in 1844 with the help 
of Trinity Lutheran Church. The paper clearly told 
messages from the Bible. In its pages, Pastor  
Walther wanted to emphasize the following truth:

“God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure 

Shall now and evermore endure.”  

This publication became very popular! It 
opened doors for others who came to America on 
their own or with immigrant groups other than 
the Saxons. Dr. Wilhelm Sihler, a pastor in Pome-
roy, Ohio, especially appreciated Der Lutheraner. 
He found it encouraging to know that there 
were others in America who believed in the same 
things as the Saxons. Pastor Friedrich Wyneken  
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, also read the paper. 

…
Leader of Lutherans 
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People in Michigan also expressed interest, includ-
ing Pastor F. A. Craemer of Frankenmuth. These and 
others wanted to learn more about Pastor Walther 
and his church group.

Pastor Walther looked very pleased as he sat at 
his party. He recalled how God had worked through 
this paper to bring people together. Meetings were 
held in 1845 and 1846. Pastors talked about form-
ing a large church! In April 1847, at a special meet-
ing held at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Chicago, there began what is known today as The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Who did those at the meeting select as their 
first president? Pastor C. F. W. Walther!  

At its founding, the new  
Lutheran church body  

named C. F. W. Walther  
its first president.
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during C. F. W. Walther’s Life

1811 C. F. W. Walther born in Saxony

1812  U.S. declares war on Great Britain; 
 Napoleon’s army invades Russia

1819  Spain cedes Florida to the United States

1821  Walther leaves home to attend the 
 Gymnasium

1825  Erie Canal opens

1826  Pastor Frederic Oberlin dies

1829  Walther enrolls in the University of 
 Leipzig to study theology

1837  Walther is ordained as a Lutheran pas- 
 tor; Victoria becomes queen of England

1838  Walther leaves as an emigrant for 
 America aboard the Johann Georg

1839  Log cabin college dedicated in Perry 
 County, MO

C. F. W. Walther
Timeline of Events
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1841  Walther debates lawyer Marbach in 
 Altenburg, MO

1841  Walther replaces his brother as pastor of 
 Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Louis, MO

1841  Walther marries Emilie Buenger

1844  Walther publishes the first issue of Der 
 Lutheraner (The Lutheran); Samuel F. B. 
 Morse dispatches the first telegraph mes- 
 sage from Washington DC to Baltimore

1846  Neptune discovered

1847  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 begins with Walther as its first president

1857  Dred Scott decision in U.S. Supreme Court

1860  Lincoln elected President of the United 
 States

1868  Cincinnati Reds established (first major 
 league baseball team)

1876  Alexander Graham Bell invents the 
 telephone

1887  Walther dies

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL




