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Dear Parent,

The Easter hymn “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” dates
back centuries. An older version can be traced to the early
1400s. Variations of the version we sing today have been
published in hymnals since the early 1700s. It is included
in hundreds of hymnals and is known to Christians every-
where.

We sing this hymn with great joy as we celebrate our
Lord’s resurrection and rejoice in His victory over sin,
death, and the devil. The hymn’s simple words express the
Gospel beautifully: Jesus Christ, “who endured the cross
and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!”

Easter, retold in this book through the words of people
who were with Jesus at His death and after His resurrec-
tion, is the fulfillment of God’s promise in Genesis 3:15 to
crush sin and send the Offspring of Eve (“the mother of
all living” [Genesis 3:20]) to do it. As you read this book
with your little one, remind him or her that we celebrate
Christmas because that is when our Savior was born. We
observe Good Friday because that is when Jesus’ work of
taking on the sin of the world was completed. And we cel-

ebrate Easter because that is when our Savior rose from

the grave to eternal life so that we may have eternal life

through Him. Jesus Christ is risen today! Alleluia!
The editor






