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Dear Parents,

Reindeer, Santa, snowmen, presents, and
parties . . . this time of year brings such a jumble
of noise and sights that the true reasons we
celebrate may be lost in the confusion.

This collection of Arch Books was chosen to
teach today’s children about the real events of
the first Christmas. Beginning with the angel’s
message to Mary and ending with the child’s own
life, these stories provide biblical context so you
can help expand your child’s understanding of
our Savior’s birth and what it means to us today.

As you read this book, talk about the whys of
Christmas—our need for a Savior, God’s promise
fulfilled through that special baby, and the gifts
of forgiveness and salvation He brings. Then talk

about how we know that Jesus is God’s Son and
our Savior—a wisdom that comes from faith as a
gift from the Holy Spirit.

The gift of a Savior. The gift of faith in Him.
These are the real reasons we celebrate.

May God bless your family with a happy
Christmas season and grant that you know
the joy and peace of forgiveness and salvation
through the baby born at Christmas.

To Him be the glory!
The editor gy



Luke 1:26-56
Luke 2:1-20 for children

Written by Teresa Olive
Illustrated by Nancy Munger




Young Mary lived in Nazareth, a town in Galilee.

She was a girl who tried to serve the Lord most faithfully.
As Mary sat quietly in her home one night,

The angel Gabriel appeared, shining oh so bright!

“Greetings!” said Gabriel. “You’re favored by the Lord!”
Mary felt afraid and trembled at his words.

But the angel gently said, “Mary, do not fear.

God is very pleased with you, and He sent me here.



“You will have a baby named Jesus, God’s own Son. Gabriel said, “God Himself will cause you to conceive.
He will sit on David’s throne, ruling everyone.” Nothing is impossible with God—you may believe!
Mary did not understand. She asked, “How can this be? Your relative, Elizabeth, who is old and worn,

I am still a virgin. I'm not married yet, you see.” Is finally a mother—her child will soon be born.”




JOSGPH'S

CHRISTMAS

The Story of Jesus’ Birth
Matthew 1:18-24 and Luke 2:1-20 for children

Written by Nicole E. Dreyer
Illustrated by Len Ebert
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Joseph was a carpenter

Who made things out of wood,

In a shop in Nazareth
Where business was quite good.

Joseph was to marry soon

A woman that he loved.

Mary was his dear one’s name;
Both blessed by God above.

My
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One day Joseph heard some news
That took him by surprise.
Mary was to have a child!

An angel had told her why:

“Your child,” the angel Gabriel said,
“Will be the Son of God.

And you shall call Him Jesus.”

But Joseph said, “That’s odd.”
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Mary was the woman’s name.

She was God’s favored one,
For God had chosen her to be
The mother of His Son.
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Caesar was the emperor
Two thousand years ago.
He told the folks he ruled to make

A trip quite hard and slow.

Joseph knew he had to heed
The emperor’s decree,

So he and Mary set out from
The land of Galilee.

At last they came to Bethlehem,

A town of little size.

Now the streets were crowded, which
Was not a great surprise!
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Luke 2 for Children

Written by Michelle Medlock Adams
Illustrated by Dana Regan



One night while shepherds did their jobs
And watched their sheep with care,

An angel of the Lord appeared

And gave them quite a scare!

The shepherds’ hearts were full of fear.
They shook right in their shoes!

But then the angel called to them,
“Fear not, I've got good news!”

The shepherds didn’t speak a word.
The sheep were quiet too.

They tried to “fear not” like he said,
But that was hard to do.




The angel was extremely bright—
Just like the noonday sun.

And when he spoke, his words of peace
Swept over everyone.

The shepherds listened carefully

To what he had to say.

Somehow they knew deep in their hearts,
It was a holy day.

The angel spoke of Jesus,
The One they'd waited for.
They moved a little closer in.
They wanted to hear more.




The Story of the Wise Men
Matthew 2:1-11 and Luke 2:1-18, and
Numbers 24:17 and Revelation 22:16,

for children

Written by Cynthia A. Hinkle
[Mlustrated by Johanna van der Sterre

71



ikl
T A

¥
Long, long ago, Christmas had no snow;
Folks wore flowing robes and sandals.
In a land of spices, cinnamon, and rice,
People rode donkeys and camels.

But the folks, you see, were like you and me.

They were sinful, mean, and hurting.
Like us they sighed, like us they cried.

~ We all need God’s love and fbfgiving.
s -

So God had a plan that was bold and grand.
He would send us a loving Savior

To old Bethlehem. To point to Him, »
God lit the bright Star of Wonder. |
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My Merry

ARCH® BOOK

Luke 2:1-20 for children

Written by Theresa Olive
Ilustrated by Nancy Munger

87



88

King Caesar sent a message:
From far away in Rome:
“Everyone must register
At their ancestral home.” ¢
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So Mary and Joseph of Nazareth,
A town in Galilee,

Traveled down to Bethlehem

To obey the king’s decree.

Crowds of other visitors
Stayed there in Bethlehem.
The tired couple tried to find

A place with room for them.

At last, the owner of an inn

Said, “If the two of you don’t mind,
You can sleep out in my barn—
It’s the only place you’ll find.”
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