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Unit [ —Honoring Ged in My Relationship with Him

Law/Gospel Focas

Without faith we are lost in our sinfulness.
By His grace God uses His Word to call us to
faith in Jesus Christ.

Objectives
That by the power of the Holy Spirit working
through God's Word, the students will
» describe the means through which God has
called them to faith;
* jdentify ways in which faith changes lives,

Background

Concepts presented on the origin of faith
may conflict with beliefs held by some Christians.
The Bible teaches (1 Corinthians 12:3) that faith
in Jesus Christ is a gift of the Holy Spirit. Some
Christians mistakenly place more emphasis on
the individual in the acquisition of faith. Phrases
such as “altar call” and “choosing to follow
Jesus” tend to shift the emphasis away from the
Holy Spirit’s work. Believers who claim a part in
their coming to faith still have faith if they con-
fess Jesus as their Savior. They simply misunder-
stand God's complete and loving work in giving
them faith. See also 1 Corinthians 2:14;
Ephesians 2:8-9.

Worship 1deas

&:Sing “Amazing Grace” (AGPS 63) or “Just as |
Am"” (AGPS 148).

* Read responsively by verse Psalm 40. You may
explain that the phrase “my ears You have
pierced” in verse 6 means that the psalmist's
ears were opened to hear of God's love.

Recite the Third Article of the Apostles' Creed
(AGPS, pp. 38-39) and sing “Holy Spirit, Light
Divine” (AGPS 120).

God's Amaz;
God Made

Grace: HOW
a Christian

L 7[R o]0 u[clE!

The Condition of the Lost: Discuss TV programs or stories from
the newspaper that deal with rescues. As a transition to the lesson,
emphasize that when we are lost in our sin, we cannot find or come
to Jesus. He alone does the seeking and finding. Only by God's grace,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, can we respond to God's call

Rlelv]el Lo

Lost: Work through this section with the class. Ask students to
look up the verses and record answers in their books.

And Found: Ask volunteers to read the two accounts in Luke
15:1-10. Students may not find the answer obvious. Lead them to
the conclusion that things remain lost until someone looks for them.

when we are lost.

God's Amazing Grace;
How God Made Me a Christian

The (ondition of the Lost

A one time all of us were as lost as it
posaible to be. Then, in the most dramatic
rescun of afl time, Jesus found and saved us
Today we'te going to learn wity Christians
delight tn the words of the much loved
hymn of faith “Amaring Grace™: * Amazing
gracel How sweet the sound that saved a
wretch like mel 1 once was lost but now am
Tound, was blind but now | see!”

Lost

Just how bost were youT Read the follow-
ing Bible verves and record some of the
words used to dewcribe our condition before
God rescued us.

1. Pralm 4062 *[God] Hifted me out of the

simypht | out of the _med  and _mire ;
He set my feet on 4 rock and gave me a firm
place o standd.®

2. Ephestans 2:1-2: *As for you, you were

dood i your transgresshons and sins, in
whibch you ueed to live when you followed
thie ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdesn of the air, the splrit who Is now at
wok In these who ae disobedient.”

What other words or phrases could
describee yonr condition befiore God Tound
W Wi’

:ﬂrwﬁﬁ,%ﬂﬂ

And Found

1. What hai o happm. I oeder fof ws to
be found? See Luke 15:1-10

Sempons must look for us.

2. Whom can we count on W find as?
See Luke 19:10,

Jours
b

How Docs God Find Us?

One o the most graphic recues feconded
in the Ribbe Is the conversion of Saul, Read
Acts $:1-22.

1. Saul was on his way to Damascus
rornd up Christians and have them executed,
Ax he traveled, he was blinded by a bright
light, and a vokce spoke fo him. What wai
Saul’s respomae 1o Jesus’ words?

a. Verse B

He did a3 Jeses commonded
b, Verse 18

wios bophzed
c. Vierse 20

sturted preaching
d. Verse 22

proved Thet Jesos i the Christ
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Stress that God sent Jesus to seek and to save all who are lost. Also
note that some people do not want to be found.

How Does God Find Us? You may wish to divide the class into
two sections—one to analyze Saul’s (Paul’s) call to faith and the
other to study Cornelius. Make sure that both groups report to the
class and allow students to fill in Student Book material that is pre-
sented by the other group.

1. Note the dramatic and miraculous conversion of Paul. Ask,
What means does God most often use in conversions today? The
Word of God is the means of grace. Conversion includes another
means of grace: Baptism.

2. The account of the conversion of Cornelius shows how the
Holy Spirit uses people to deliver God's Word, which then brings
about conversion.

3. God still uses His Word to create faith. Use this opportunity
to discuss the means of grace (the means by which God creates
faith—the Word, Baptism, and Holy Communion).

Meither Saul nor Cornelius deserved God's precious gift of faith.

Similarly there is nothing about us that makes us deserve God’s won-

derful gift of salvation. He acted in love.

Ask, Since God creates faith as the Spirit works through the
Word, what challenge has God given His people regarding His
Word? God would have us tell others that God's gift of salvation is
for them too.

2. Read
Acts 10, ‘hh"
Cornelius m it
lived at the mw
same time
as Saul. He, The
o, Was hymn
dramati- ".-jl‘lll.lp‘il'l‘
cally cow- o Girace™ Coni-
1r|.:rl'-|.!|.'d by pares coming
God, to faith in
Comellus Jesus with
wias - receiving sight
adeseribsed oo, after having
as a .5": *  béen blind. By

“righteous i £ the working of
and Gosd-fearing man.” the Spirit, Jesus' life, death, and resurrection
What message did Comelius need to hear  ®nables all who trust in Him for salvation to
{verses 319-43)7 see everything in a new way. Write a sentence
telling of the |.!I.1.|'|g\|.' Crond s .'|.|'r||'il detines o
MH .h. H, sims omd wos roised brom the desd. work in the lives of each of the following.
Ever yeme who believes in Jesss receives borgiveness. 1. Each day as she gets ready for school,

Mirlam wishes she would have stayed in bed.
She thinks of herself as a worthless “nobody.”

God would have Miriom know that Christ died for her
iﬂhhmmmﬂﬂdh

How did this message change Comelius®
life (verses 44-48)7

Wﬂmwwﬂmw
L}

2. Mike sees nothing around him but

3. What means did God use to call Saul
and Cornelius to faith?

God wsed His Word to create faith in their hearts.

What means did God use 1o call you to
faith?

the some means

To Review and Remember

[Godd] lifted me out of the slimy pit,
out of the mud and mire; He set my feet
on a rock and gave me a firm place o
stand. Psalm 40:2

You, my brothers, were called to be
free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one
another in love. Galatians 5:13

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep
In step with the Spirt. Galations 5:25

The Third Article and its explanation

change and uncertainty. First his mom filed for
a divorce and took him o live in another state,

Then she got sick, and her llness left them
with little money. He wishes there was some-
thing in his life he could always count on.

The would bave Mike find his and
ahways Foithiul.

A Tim and Sheila decide not to listen
during classroom devotions. They say, “1 don't
know why our school can't just teach what's
important to get ahead in this world. We

waste 15 minutes on this God stuff every
morning. YWe would rather have time on the
computer!”

rﬂ!ﬂ“ﬁiﬂihlﬂ-hfﬂ‘im;ﬁrﬂ
edge of Jesus as thelr Savior. Once they know this,
they will continue to isten, 5o thal they grow stronger
in faith.

1

the opening paragraph, discuss the contrasting phras-
es used to illustrate the dramatic change that takes
place when someone comes to faith. Examples are
lost to found, slave to free person, and blind to given
sight. Discuss changes that God the Spirit might work
by bringing to faith those described in the vignettes.
Some of the suggested answers may be too advanced
for individuals in your class. Item 3 is a good exam-
ple. Lead students to the suggested answer.

Extending the Legson

* Discuss the Christian practice of “making the
sign of the cross.” Remind students that this
symbol is an important part of the baptismal
ceremony. The pastor makes the symbol of
the cross on both the forehead and over the
heart of the one being baptized, as a “symbol
that you have been redeemed by Christ the
Crucified.” Ask, When is it good to make the
sign of the cross? When might it be inappro-
priate? Beginning and ending the day with the
sign of the cross reminds us that we belong
with Jesus. We might also use the sign when
the phrase “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” is
used in worship. It is inappropriate when used
casually or as a ritual or as a spiritual good
luck superstition.

Spreading the Word is a vital part of the
Christian life. Discuss names of organizations
that are directly involved in spreading the
Word to those who have never heard it (e.g.,
Lutheran Bible Translators, Gideon Society,
etc.). Allow students to choose one such orga-
nization to support through prayer and weekly
chapel contributions.

Involving the Family

Luther reminds us that we should “daily be
put in mind of our Baptism.” Give each student a
copy of the family shield, Blackline 1-1. Have stu-
dents draw symbols on their shield that repre-
sent ideas, possessions, and beliefs that are
important to them or their family. Encourage stu-
dents to include some symbol of their Baptism.
Ask students to get input from parents and sib-
lings as to what would be appropriate symbols
for their family shield.




Unit I—Honoring God in My Kelationship with Him

Law/Gogpe] Focas

God forgives us for our indifference to wor-
ship and through Christ empowers us to respond
joyfully with lives of worship.

Worship and Me

Opjectives
That by the power of the Holy Spirit working
through God's Word, the students will
» express the love God has for them in Christ
and reasons for worshiping God;
* recognize various appropriate worship forms;
» demonstrate a desire to worship God in
thought, word, and deed.

LT[R o[ [u[c[E

Thoughts on Worship: Before asking a student to read this sec-

tion aloud, ask students why they worship God. If they equate “wor-
ship God" with “go to church,” don't attempt at this point to expand
their definition. Record the responses on the board. Encourage hon-
est responses, including such answers as “My parents make me go,”
ﬁ&hﬂ- GIS “My teacher takes attendance.”

) Read the Student Book material aloud. Don't dwell on what stu-

Samples of preservice prayers; dictionary dents find “wrong” with worship in their congregation. Instead point

(optional) out that people have not fully appreciated or wholeheartedly partici-

pated in worship since the fall into sin. Explain that in this lesson
5&(*9?00“& students will learn that God not only forgives our indifference toward
Christian worship involves human response

worship but also changes our hearts so that we will want 1o worship
to what God did for sinners through Jesus Christ.

Him with our bodies, minds, and hearts.
Any discussion of worship necessarily includes
corporate worship, in which Christians gather reg-
ularly to receive the means of grace—Word and
Sacraments. While God does not need our wor-
ship, we need gladly to respond to His grace and
mercy. Often that reception and response take
place in organized worship services. In a broader
sense, everything in the life of Christians can be
seen as worship, and even when such worship is
personal and private, it remains corporate
because Christians are part of the whole
Christian church.

Worship Ideas

* Ask students to scan the hymns listed in the
index of All God's People Sing! to find stanzas
or phrases asking God to prepare us for wor-
ship. Then sing one of these hymns. :

» Assign students to small groups. Ask each
group to compose a prayer for use before
attending school chapel services. For guid-
ance, you may wish to collect samples of pre-
service prayers used by your congregation.
Check with the church office for archives.

* ntegrate the concept of worship into other cur-
ricular areas to emphasize that worship is
appropriate in all of life. For example, interrupt
a science lesson to praise God for the won-
ders of creation by singing the doxology.

i’f‘f Worship and Me

Theughts on Worship

Luais Jesodoexd dhovwmy aat Buis Sy banlletine,
Across the cover b had wiitten the wond boring
b fancy betters. Theres nothilg about chaench
Mt dn T borirg, Mgl Lais. A woseldon T yon
know i, this woualdd harve o D a Conrrmenion
service. Theres even o Baptivens, Il mever get oud
of chirch. And Pve god a INg iy ahead!

Have you ever felt lke Luis? Our attitudes
and scthons toward God and His goodnes are
aflected by our sinful ness.

Wiry Do Chrisfinm Maed to Worship Ged Layway?

We have a great and swesome God o wor-
ship. He has created a magnificent workd. In
His Som He has prowdded the gifts of fongive-
neid, eternal salvation, and the strength and
comfon of His Holy Spirt for our daily lives
Still, God doesn't need to be worshiped. He is,
after all, an unchanging Gisd and will remain
the samw whether we worship Him or not. The
Blessings of worship are ours, Complete the
Following matching activity o explomn: the rea-
w3 Gl wants wns to worship Him

d 1. Falth b created and strengthened
through the hearkng of God's Waord.

8 2 Christ, who comies 1o us through
Wond and Sacraments, enrkches us, confirms
s b or saving knowledge of Him, and
enhances our spiritual gifts.

€ 3 In worship we praise and thank the
Ceod who forgives, heals, redeems, crowns us
with compassion, and satlsfies our desines

® 4. In worship we make public confes-
shon of our sins and pecelve from the paitor
the forgiveness of our sins fof Jewss” ake.

b 5 God has commanded

A Frget Mot AD s Beneft

Miidwery thwowggh Pasitow Jaood s seremon Luis’s
aflitaade Do b change. Pasior reendeidad the con-
grexpuntiovs of all the Messinggy Gewd I ghert as. In
Jears v e wictory over sl and all the forces Dhat
wemnthd B im o it etermily den Bl Fle D ourmed
fompiveriess o eferoa] e iand sobvation fov s,

Pastor Jucob challenged the people fo thivk of
Ciod's goewliess s Phey sang, payed, mnlitalnd on
Crend's fresprivedd Wi, confensed their sim, and
reveived forplveness. He eovcosmged e people to
think of Crawds groal love for them as they wed-
commend o yournggy chill Tt Geodd s flarnily thiroagh
My Raptisen ird s they revedvnd the Lond s
Supper. Sudderily the worhip wrvice fook on o
Hew ey v Leis

Apply Pastor Jacob’s wonds o Your aown
Hie. Think abowat all that Goxd Bas done lor
you through Jesws, His Son, as you il in the
blank before each of these statements with the
name of the part of the worship service It
discribes. Choose your anvwerns from the fol-
kowing Bist.

Prayers, Sermon, Blessing, Hymn of Fraiie,
Intredt, Absdution, Collect, ITnvocation,
Raptism, Offering, Creed, Lessons, Lord's
Supper, Confessbon of Sins, Kyrie.

1. lmveation
Thee woords at the beginning of the service also
remninad s of our Baptism,

2. Confession of Sims
Mearing in mind all the things we have done in
disobedinoe to God and His commandments,
wi tell God of our somow over our Sins

3. Absohetion
The pastor tells us thal because of Jesus® saving
work, our sins are completely forgiven

4. Intredt
:::;n;ﬂ:ﬂ:":'ﬂl:ﬁ: .::E:rl';ult;:l a. 1 Corinthian F rmn’a Latin word meaning “he entin
desires parents to rmuut.ﬂgl' 47 into,” these psalm or hymn verses uso-
thidr childeen, by word and ally announce the theme ol the day.
S d-7

example, o do kewlse

. Paalm 103:1-5

. Romans 10617
L) e Pyalm 51:10-12
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ﬂwmmmmmmﬁ Emphasize
that although God has commanded our worship, He does not need
us. Rather, we need Him and the blessings of forgiveness, life, and
salvation, which He offers us freely through Christ as His Word is
read, studied, applied, and combined with water and bread and wine
in the Sacraments. Allow students time to complete the matchings.

Then review their answers in class.

Mention that worship customs vary widely even within Luther-
anism. Worshipers in African mission churches, for instance, worship
differently than worshipers in an established rural congregation in
mid-America. Lead your class in a discussion of how worship practices
have evolved in your congregation or the Christian church as a whole.

&ﬂ.d_EQJBﬂﬁQLﬂLHJS_B_EEEﬁl&- Read through the introductory
paragraphs with your students. Describe worship as a two-step

process. Worshipers receive the blessings God in Christ offers
through Word and Sacraments. Plus they respond to His love for
them in prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and offerings. Add that only by
the Spirit's power can we honor God in worship. God promises to
bless us through His Word regardless of the form in which the Word

5. Kyrfe
Usually sung. With this verse the peophe of
Gl ask For His mercy and blesings, It
conmies frown 3 Greek wond meaning =0
Lowd. =

. Hymn of Profse
This song glorifles God for His goodmess
toward us, especially in sending Jesus 10 be
our Savion

7. Collest
The main thoughts of the day are gathered
Intey orve shiort prayer, iHin: Think of 2 syn-
onym lor gather.)

#, Lessons
Theee of these are usually read-—one from
the Odd Testament of froam Acts, one oo
the New Testament (wsually an Epistlel, and
one from one of the four Gospeks (Matthew,
Mark, Luke, of John,

9. Sermon
The pastor proclaims God's Word, applying
i s our e, He preaches both the Law
(Ceoads dermandsy and the Gospel (God's kove
and grace throwugh Cheist Jesus,

10 Croed
The congregation jodns in the profession of
o of these three statements of the
Christian faith.

11 f
The prastor leads the comgregation in hrlm;-
ing before God in the name of Jesus mutual
concemns for the whaole chusch, nation,
thase i need, and other special concerms

12,

The people respond 1o God's goodness as the
ushvers collect their gifis.

1.1
Individuals become members of the body of
believers as the Holy Spirit works through
water and the Word.

14. lord's Supper
Bellevers receive the true body and blood of
our Lord together with bread and wine, join-
ing them with the Savior as wiell as with all
believers everywhere.

15, e :
The pastor pronounces God's grace and favor
on the congregation, encouraging them as
they go out into the world to worship God in
lives of service to Him.

To feviw and Remenber

Prabse 1o the Loed, the Almighty,

the King of Creation!
O my sool, praise Him,

or He is your health and sabvation!
Let all wheo hear

Now to His temple draw nvar,
Jotning in ghad adoration! (AGPS 201)

The Thind Compmandment and its
explanstion

is read, taught, or sung or of the environment in
which the worship takes place.

Exiending the Lesson

* Have students work together to list sugges-
tions for preparing the family for worship.
Publish their ideas in your church or school
newsletter, have students make a presenta-
tion of their ideas at a parent-teacher meeting,
or include the students’ suggestions in a let-
ter to parents.

* |nvite your pastor or someone else knowledge-
able in worship terminology to explain the
meaning and significance of worship terms
commonly encountered in orders of service.

* Duplicate, distribute, and assign Blackline 1-2.
This activity emphasizes worship in all of life's
activities. Have students share their complet-
ed worship schedules.

Involving the Family

Invite families represented in your class-
room to attend a specified worship service. Plan
to greet families and sit together for the service.
Ask volunteers to bring light refreshments to
share with the entire congregation following the
service.




