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Introduction
This resource book provides introductions to Bible stories through the

use of puppets. The Bible stories are organized as a chronological survey of
Old and New Testament stories. You can easily connect these pages to a vari-
ety of religious curriculums, and adapt them to your situation and the needs
of the children in your group.

You do not need to be a puppeteer or ventriloquist when using puppets
with young children. You do not need to change your voice for different
characters. Simply lift high the character that is supposed to be speaking, or
have the characters look directly at you if you are speaking as the teacher. You
can be assured that, in the eyes of young children, when you use a puppet,
you disappear! Their attention will focus on the puppet, not you. So relax
and enjoy.

It is suggested that you use the Jenna and Jake puppets available from
Concordia Publishing House (#57-0120) because they represent real children
and can speak to the concerns of young children more so than an animal
puppet.

The format of each page provides a Purpose—a key point to focus on.
The Procedure gives the details of the puppet skit (which you may want to
place on a book stand nearby so your hands are free). Then a Portion of
Scripture and a summary of the Bible story are listed, followed by a brief
Prayer.

Because these pages are also reproducible, you can let the children in
your group act out the parts of Jenna and Jake, if they are readers. In fact, this
would serve well as the basis for children’s chapel services or children’s talks.
Other children can be involved as they read the purpose, Scripture, Bible
story summary, and prayer! You could also add an invocation, hymns, and
adjustments to fit your chapel format.

May God bless you as you use these materials with His children!
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Joseph In Egypt
Purpose

Though we are surrounded by evils and troubles, God can bring blessing to our lives.

Procedure
Jenna: Oh, no! It’s raining. We can’t play baseball outside.

Jake: Oh, yes! We can play board games in the house.

Jenna: Oh, no! This stupid game is missing a piece.

Jake: Oh, yes! Here is a penny we can use to replace it.

Jenna: Oh, no! I’m hungry, but Mom will be late picking me up.

Jake: Oh, yes! It will be fun if you eat here with me.

Jenna: Oh, no! I don’t like hot dogs.

Jake: Oh, yes! Here is some jelly we can use to make a sandwich.

Jenna: What’s going on here? I keep seeing what’s going wrong, and you always see things
going right.

Jake: Just remember that whether things are going well or going badly for us, God is
with us. He can bless us no matter what else happens around us.

Jenna: You are right, Jake. God is good to us.

Jake: He won’t always give us what we want or when we want it. But we can be sure that
He knows what is best and will always bless us, according to His good plan. His
best plan was sending Jesus to be our Savior!

Portion of Scripture
Genesis 37–41. Jacob had 12 sons. One of the sons, named Joseph, was sold by his

brothers into slavery in Egypt. But God remained with Joseph. He continued to bless Joseph.
Then Joseph was thrown into prison for something he didn’t do. Again God blessed him,
even in that bad situation. Once Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had a dream. He wanted to
know what the dream meant but no one could tell him. Finally, a man who knew Joseph in
prison remembered that God had given Joseph the ability to know the meaning of dreams.
The man told Pharaoh about Joseph. Pharaoh set Joseph free from jail. God enabled Joseph
to tell Pharaoh what the dreams meant. The king rewarded Joseph. God had blessed Joseph
even in the middle of all his troubles.

Prayer
Dear God, help me to see and be grateful for the good You do for me. I may have trou-

bles in this world, but I also have Your blessings. Help me to remember Your words of prom-
ise in the Bible that say, “I will turn their [sadness] into gladness; I will give them comfort
and joy instead of sorrow” (Jeremiah 31:13). Thank You for blessing me with the forgiveness
and life I have in Jesus, for these are blessings that will last forever. In His name I pray.
Amen.
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Traveling in the Wilderness
Purpose

God blesses us with more than we deserve—forgiveness and salvation in Christ Jesus;
God blesses us with more than we need—food, family, friends, and so much more.

Procedure
Teacher: God blesses us with so much. We give Him thanks and praise.

Jake: Teacher, Teacher. Jenna and I know how to be thankful. Listen to the prayers we
said yesterday when we ate dinner at my house.

Jenna: I said, “Thank You for the roast beef, even though I’d rather have chicken.”

Jake: And I said, “Thank You for healthy vegetables, even though I don’t like this broc-
coli.”

Jenna: And I said, “Thank You for milk to drink, but next time I’d like chocolate milk bet-
ter.”

Jake: And I said, “Thank You for the yummy piece of cake, but I’d rather have two pieces
to eat.”

Teacher: Wait a minute! I don’t think you two are thankful at all. I heard lots of grumbling
and complaining about wanting chicken, hating broccoli, and giving orders for
chocolate milk and more dessert. That didn’t sound grateful to me.

Jenna: I guess we weren’t thinking about how good God is to us. Maybe I should pray
again, this time asking God to forgive me for not being truly thankful.

Jake: And maybe I should pray again, this time really thanking God for His goodness.

Teacher: I’m glad to hear you say this. Sometimes we don’t notice God’s blessings all around
us. We need God’s help with that too. He helps us through His Word. Listen to
Hebrews 13:5 where it tells us to be satisfied with what we have: “Be content with
what you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you.’”

Jake: God knows what is best for us. He gives what we need most—a Savior from sin.

Jenna: And He gives us much more than we need. Let’s praise and thank God!

Portion of Scripture
Exodus 16:1–17:7. As God had promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, their family grew to

be a large nation with thousands of people. They called themselves Hebrews or the people of
Israel. They were living in Egypt when a bad king, a different Pharaoh, came to power. He
made God’s people into slaves. God helped the people by sending a leader named Moses to
lead them back to their promised land. They had to walk through a desert. It was hot. It was
dry. The people were hungry and thirsty. The people grumbled and complained. But God took
care of His people. He sent bread from heaven called manna. God also sent birds called quail
for the people to roast and eat. When God told Moses to hit a large rock with a stick, water
flowed out of the rock for the people to drink. God took care of His people in amazing ways!

Prayer
Dear Jesus, forgive me when I am not thankful for the many blessings You give. Help

me to see that all good things come from God. In Your name I pray. Amen.
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Jesus Loves Children
Purpose

God loves and saves people of all ages; people of all ages need the forgiveness and sal-
vation Jesus offers.

Procedure
(Jake watches Jenna, who is staring closely at a telephone.)

Jake: Jenna! What are you doing?

Jenna: (shyly) I’m…I’m just looking at this telephone. I…I…I wasn’t going to touch it.

Jake: Jenna, you seem kind of worried. What were you going to do?

Jenna: Well, I just wanted to talk to Jesus. My teacher said that we can talk to Him any-
time. But I don’t know His phone number. Do…do you?

Jake: You don’t need to call Him on the telephone, Jenna. All you have to do is talk and
He will hear you. He can hear your quietest whisper. He can even hear your
thoughts.

Jenna: But He probably won’t listen to me. I…I…I’m too little.

Jake: Oh, Jenna! You’re not too little! God loves children. And He loves grownups too.
He can hear all of our prayers at the same time and He has power to answer them
because He is God!

Jenna: Is it okay if I don’t ask for anything? Is it okay to just tell Him what I did today?

Jake: That would be great, Jenna. Jesus wants to hear about our happy times as well as
our troubles. He’s our very best Friend. And friends like to listen to what friends
have to say.

Teacher: In the Bible, Jesus says, “Let the little children come to Me” (Mark 10:14). Jesus
came not only to listen to us and to help us; He came to save us. He is the greatest
Friend, who gave up His life so that we can have life in heaven.

Jenna: And in heaven I will get to talk to Jesus face to face! Hooray!

Portion of Scripture
Mark 10:13–16. One day some parents brought their children to Jesus. They wanted

Him to put His hands on their children and bless them. When they came near to Jesus, the
disciples stopped them. “Do not bother Jesus with your children,” they said. “He is too busy
to see them.” But Jesus stopped the disciples. He wanted the parents to bring their children
to Him. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me. Do not keep them away. I want to
give them the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus took the happy children in His arms. He held them
close to His heart. He put His hands on them and blessed them.

Prayer
Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us whatever our age. We know we need Your forgive-

ness whether we are little or big, young or old. All people need the salvation You give to us.
We need Your mercy and grace our whole life long. Thank You for blessing us. In Your name
we pray, knowing that You will hear us and answer our prayers. Amen.
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Jesus Shows Mercy to Zacchaeus
Purpose

Jesus calls all sinners to repentance and offers forgiveness; He sends the Holy Spirit,
who works in us through God’s Word and Sacraments, to change our hearts and lives.

Procedure
Jake: You are ugly and goofy, Jenna.

Jenna: That’s not the Jesus way.

Jake: I don’t want to share with you or anybody else.

Jenna: That’s not the Jesus way.

Jake: I’m not going to help you clean up the toys.

Jenna: That’s not the Jesus way.

Jake: I don’t want you to be my partner.

Jenna: That’s not the Jesus way.

Jake: This “Jesus way” stuff is tough. I don’t think I can do it. I need help.

Jenna: And you’ve got it. God knows we can’t do His will and His way on our own. So He
sent Jesus to forgive us. And He sends the Holy Spirit, who works through God’s
Word to change our hearts and lives.

Jake: So tell me more about this Jesus way.

Jenna: Well, it’s the Jesus way when we say things like, “I like the way you look today.”

Jake: That’s the Jesus way.

Jenna: “Sharing is a happy and fun way to play.”

Jake: That’s the Jesus way!

Jenna: “I’ll be a helper at cleanup time.”

Jake: That’s the Jesus way!

Jenna: “Who doesn’t have a partner? I’ll be their friend.”

Jake: That’s the Jesus way! (Pause) But, Jenna, I think I’ll probably mess up again.

Jenna: We all do. But Jesus is always ready to forgive you. That’s the Jesus way!

Portion of Scripture
Luke 19:1–10. Most people didn’t like Zacchaeus because he had done many bad things.

He had cheated and lied. When a big crowd of people came to see Jesus, Zacchaeus wanted to
see Him too. But Zacchaeus was at the back of the crowd, and he was too short to see over peo-
ple’s heads. He couldn’t jump high enough or wiggle his way through. So Zacchaeus ran to a
tree and climbed it. Finally, he could see Jesus. Everyone was surprised to see Jesus walk toward
the tree where Zacchaeus sat. Jesus looked up at him and said, “Zacchaeus, come down. I’m
going to your house today.” Zacchaeus was so happy. He knew Jesus loved him and forgave
him. Zacchaeus said, “Jesus, I will give back anything that does not belong to me. If I have
taken more than I should have, I will give back four times as much.”

Prayer
Dear Lord, give me Your grace and mercy. I need it every day. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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