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Introduction 
Story time has a special place in every child’s life. It has particular impact when 

that time includes Bible stories, because through them, parents and children are 
drawn closer in their shared faith and—most important—closer to their Savior. 

Bible literacy begins early, as children become familiar with words, people, plac-
es, events, and concepts. Hearing stories at a young age about God’s people builds 
intimacy with the Scriptures and their application to everyday life. Reading Bible 
stories with children helps them understand that

• the Bible is God’s true Word to us, 
• God is active in every aspect of our lives, 
• God uses His power for our bene�t, and
• God keeps His promises.
�is collection of retold biblical events is compiled especially for families with 

children ages three and up. It demonstrates that every story in the Bible has a pur-
pose, whether to show us God in creation or to teach us how to live in relation to Him 
and to others. �e narratives are written to encourage understanding of how God 
loves, forgives, guides, and protects us. And they are presented in readable language 
so children will listen, comprehend, and remember.

�e Growing in Faith Bible Story Book is interactive. Each narrative begins with a 
question to encourage the hearer to think and apply Christian concepts and continues 
by explaining why the story is important and what it means to us today. Narratives 
conclude with a prayer to help children develop the practice of regular, earnest, and 
con�dent conversation with their Lord and to engage families in praying together. 

�e narratives are accompanied by historically accurate illustrations rendered 
in vivid colors, which stimulate the imagination, expand on the Bible stories, and 
further understanding. �ese realistic illustrations indicate to children that the peo-
ple, places, and events in Bible stories were real. �erefore, learning takes place on 
multiple levels as children hear and see and discuss. And as understanding increases, 
faith is nurtured, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Parents, grandparents, caregivers, and educators can trust this collection to com-
municate the truth of God’s Word for His people. �e narratives are true to God’s 
Word and preserve the facts of the uni�ed account of man in his relationship to God. 

Most important, every story points to our Lord Jesus, Redeemer and Savior, true 
man and true God, who is the source of our hope and reason for our joy.
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God asked the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” Eve answered, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” Too late, Eve knew the 
serpent’s promise was an empty lie. 

God told the serpent one of Eve’s children 
would destroy him: “He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel.” Jesus was that 
child. On the cross, He suffered and died, but 
He destroyed Satan’s power and gave eternal 
life to all who believe in Him.

 Next, God told Adam and Eve they 
had to leave the garden and grow food 

in the fields outside. But God went 
with them. Adam and Eve told their 
children and grandchildren about 

God’s promise to save us. 
Adam and Eve changed when they 

ate that fruit; we were changed too. Our 
hearts and minds are turned against God. We 
do bad things and don’t do the good things 
God wants us to do. But the Lord sent Jesus to 
save us, and He destroyed the power of sin and 
the devil. 

Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden
and took care of it. It was full of fruit they 

could eat whenever they were hungry. But 
God told Adam not to eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. If he ate its fruit, 
he would die. 

Then the devil came and took control of a 
serpent. He asked Eve if God really said not to 
eat from any tree in the garden. She told him 
they could eat from every tree but the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil; if they 
ate it, or even touched it, they would 
die. 

The serpent hissed, “You will 
not surely die.” He promised that 
she would become like God if she 
ate its fruit.

Adam was with Eve. He knew the 
serpent was lying, but Eve believed him. She 
thought the fruit looked beautiful. But best of 
all, it would make her like God. So she grabbed 
one. Adam knew the serpent was lying to Eve 
(see 1 Timothy 2:14), but he ate the fruit she 
handed him, knowing he would die. 

But the fruit did not make them wise; it 
only made them feel terrible. For the first time, 
they knew they were naked. They thought this 
horrible feeling might go away if they covered 
their bodies with leaves. Then they heard a 
terrible, scary sound—God walking toward 
them! Shaking in fear, Adam and Eve tried to 
hide deep in the garden. But it was no use—
you can never hide from God. 

The Lord asked Adam, “Where are you?” 
Adam answered, “I heard the sound of You 

in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” God asked how he 
knew he was naked. Then God asked Adam 
if he ate the fruit He had told him not to eat. 
Adam blamed Eve.

Sin Enters the World Genesis 3
Describe a time someone tried to get you to do something you knew was wrong.

1

LET’S PRAY: God, our Father,
thank You for sending Jesus to save 
Adam and Eve and all of us. Help me 
treat others kindly and tell them about 
Your promise. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Noah Builds the Ark Genesis  6
What scares you most about storms? 

God promised one of Adam and Eve’s sons
would be next in the line that led to His 

promised Savior. But which son? Cain turned 
away from God and left. Abel was killed by 
Cain before he had any children. God chose 
another son, Seth, to be next in line.

When Seth grew up, he had a son, and the 
line continued from father to son, on and on. 
Seth’s family kept telling their sons and daugh-
ters about God’s promise. Many years later, a 
son named Noah was born. His parents 
taught him about God’s promise, and 
Noah believed.

But most of Seth’s family didn’t 
know God; they didn’t care about 
His love or His promises. Like Cain 
and his family, they did whatever 
they wanted and didn’t care whom they 
hurt. God felt deep sorrow when He saw how 
badly people treated one another. He wished 
He had never made humans. So He decided 
to send a huge, terrible flood of water to wash 
away every person from the earth. But then He 
looked at Noah.

Noah was not a perfect person. Like you 
and me, Noah did bad things he shouldn’t, and 
he didn’t always do the good things God want-
ed him to do. But Noah was sorry for his sins 
and trusted God’s promise to send His Son to 
take his sins away. 

God loved Noah and warned him about the 
flood He planned to send. He showed him how 
to build a huge ship called an ark to save Noah 
and his family from the flood. Noah’s ark was 
three stories tall. He built a huge door on the 
side where the animals came in. He left a small 
gap between the walls and roof along the top 
to let light inside.

Noah’s neighbors asked what he was build-
ing. Noah warned them about the coming 

flood. He said they needed to ask God to for-
give them for the bad things they did and trust 
His promise to save them through His Son. But 
they laughed at him. 

After many years, it was done. God brought 
all kinds of land animals to the ark to keep 
them alive. Noah took them into the ark with 
all the food they would need. God closed the 
ark’s door.

Then the flood came. Water shot up in 
giant fountains from deep below the 

ground and under the seas. Rain 
poured down from the clouds. The 
waters lifted the ark high above the 
ground. The waters kept rising until 

they covered all the land—even the 
highest mountains. All the people and 

land animals outside the ark were killed, 
and only Noah and his family were safe—eight 
people living together and taking care of all the 
animals in the ark. 

Storms can be very scary. Lightning flash-
es so bright it hurts our eyes, and thunder is so 
loud it shakes our house. But Jesus is stronger 
than the storms, and He always watches over us.

1

LET’S PRAY: Lord God, our
Father, thank You for saving Noah and 
his family in the ark. Help us to believe 
Your promises like Noah did and to 
share Jesus’ love with the people who 
don’t know Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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God’s third promise was the most impor-
tant of all. He would bless all the families of the 
earth through Abram’s offspring. This was the 
same promise God gave Adam and Eve back in 
the Garden of Eden. God was now including 
Abram in the line that would lead to Jesus, the 
Son of God and Savior of the world. 

Abram believed God. He got up, packed 
his things, and took his wife, Sarai, and Lot his 
nephew. He didn’t know where he was going, 

just that God would guide him. God led 
them to a land called Canaan (KAY-

nuhn). Abram would never build 
a house there; he would live in a 
big tent and move it from place to 

place in the land. We call Canaan the 
Promised Land because God prom-

ised He would give that land to Abram’s 
descendants afterward.

God has made many wonderful promises 
to you. He promised to save you through Jesus 
and to take care of you all through life. God al-
ways keeps His promises, no matter how hard 
they seem. 

Noah’s family spread out across the earth
after God changed their languages at the 

tower of Babel. Even though they spoke dif-
ferent languages, they shared the same family 
stories in their new languages—the creation, 
the story of Noah and the flood, and the tower 
of Babel. 

But the more time went by, the more people 
forgot how the stories went, and they started 
changing them. Even worse, in time, many of 
Noah’s descendants forgot about the 
God who created them, loved them, 
and promised to send His Son to 
save them. Some started treating 
their kings and leaders like they 
were gods. Others treated powerful 
animals like gods. Still others wor-
shiped the sun, moon, and stars as gods.

How would God keep His promise alive? 
Just like He chose Noah before, now He chose 
a man named Abram, who came from the line 
of Noah’s son Shem. Abram was married to a 
woman named Sarai. Suddenly, unexpectedly, 
God came and called Abram by name. He told 
him to get up and leave his home and travel to 
a land God would show him. 

God made three great promises to Abram. 
The Lord’s first promise was to make Abram’s 
family into a great nation. By itself, that was a 
promise that seemed too good to be true. Abram 
was already seventy-five years old, and Sarai 
was sixty-five. They didn’t have a child, and ev-
eryone thought she was too old to have a baby. 
But Abram believed God could do anything He 
wanted to do, no matter what people thought.

God’s second promise was to make Abram’s 
name great. That meant people all over would 
know Abram, they would remember him long 
after he died, and they would thank God for 
his faith.

God Calls Abram Genesis 12
What is the biggest promise anyone has ever given you? Did they keep that promise?

LET’S PRAY: Heavenly Father,
thank You for calling Abram to follow 
You. Thank You also for keeping Your 
promise to send one of his descen-
dants to be the Savior, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
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But the angel of the Lord called out to him, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” He answered, “Here I 
am.” The angel said, “Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know 
that you fear God, seeing you have not with-
held your son, your only son, from Me.” 

Abraham looked around and saw a ram 
caught in a thorny bush by its horns. Abraham 
untied Isaac and offered the ram in place of 
Isaac.

God never wanted Abraham to kill 
Isaac. He wanted to test Abraham to 

see if he trusted God’s promises or 
if he loved his son more than God. 
But God did something more. He 

showed us a little more clearly what 
would happen to Jesus, the Savior He 

had promised to Adam and Eve in the 
garden.

Like Abraham, God the Father took His 
only Son, Jesus—the one He loves—and sac-
rificed Him for us. Just like Isaac carried the 
wood for the sacrifice, Jesus carried the wood-
en cross to Mount Calvary, very close to Mount 
Moriah. Jesus is the Lamb of God, who died for 
you and me. 

Abraham loved his son Isaac very much.
He knew Isaac’s children would grow into 

a great nation—and even better, many years 
later, one of Isaac’s children would be God’s 
promised Son, our Savior.

So Abraham must have been surprised 
and confused the day God told him, “Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah (moh-RYE-uh), 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one 
of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.”

Why would God want Abraham 
to kill his own son? This was the 
child God had promised! This was 
the child through whom God’s own 
Son would come! Abraham didn’t 
understand, but he loved God and did 
what the Lord told him to do. He got up early 
the next morning, cut the wood for the offer-
ing, put a saddle on his donkey, and started out 
with Isaac and two servants.

Three days later, Abraham saw the moun-
tain in the distance. He told his servants, “Stay 
here with the donkey; I and the boy will go 
over there and worship and come again to you.” 
He laid the wood on Isaac, while he carried the 
fire and the knife to kill his son.

As they climbed the mountain together, 
Isaac turned to his father and asked, “My fa-
ther!” Abraham answered, “Here I am, my son.” 
Isaac said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abra-
ham told him, “God will provide for Himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”

At the top of the mountain, Abraham 
stacked up the wood, tied up Isaac, and laid 
him on the wood. Then Abraham took the 
knife and raised it above his son, ready to sac-
rifice him. 

God Tests Abraham Genesis 22
What is the hardest thing anyone has ever asked you to do?

9

LET’S PRAY: Heavenly Father,
thank You for helping us understand 
that You loved us so much You gave up 
Your only Son, Jesus, to save us. And 
Jesus, thank You for carrying Your cross 
to this mountain to die for all of us. 
Amen.
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their parents. He told Joseph he shouldn’t talk 
that way about his dream. But Israel made sure 
to remember that dream.

In the future, those dreams would be 
very important to Joseph. He would soon go 
through some really, really hard times. And 
these dreams would remind him that he was 
still in God’s plans—even when it didn’t feel 
like it.

Having a favorite friend is not a bad 
thing—it’s a really good thing when God 

gives you a close friend. It’s a good 
thing as long as you treat all your 
other friends well. That was Israel’s 
problem—he let all of his children 

know he loved Joseph the most. It 
is no wonder Joseph wanted to boast 

and show off.
It was hard to be Joseph’s brothers, know-

ing their father loved him more than them. But 
Joseph’s brothers should not have hated him 
the way they did. Only God could take away 
their anger and help them love him like they 
should.

When Israel came back to the Promised
Land, he brought his eleven sons. One 

day, they were traveling close to Bethlehem and 
Rachel started giving birth to a second baby. 
She had a lot of trouble and died after her son 
was born. Israel was very sad to lose the wife 
he loved the most. He named her baby Benja-
min, which means “son of the right hand.” He 
was the last of Israel’s twelve sons.

But of all his twelve sons, Israel loved one 
far more than the others. This son was 
Joseph, Rachel’s firstborn. Israel gave 
him a very special, beautiful robe 
much, much nicer than any clothes 
his brothers had. That made Jo-
seph’s brothers jealous and angry.

It got worse when Joseph saw four 
of his brothers doing something bad and 
then rushed home to tell Israel and get them in 
trouble. They were so mad they couldn’t even 
say a kind word to him.

But it got even worse. God gave Joseph two 
special dreams. In the first dream, Joseph and 
his brothers were cutting down plants in a 
field and tying them together. In his dream, his 
plants stood up tall, while his brothers’ plants 
all bowed down before his. When he told his 
brothers this dream, they got mad because 
they were older—they said they would never 
bow down to him. 

Then Joseph had a second dream. In it, the 
sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing 
down to him. When he told his brothers this 
dream, they realized they were the eleven 
stars, their father, Israel, was the sun, and their 
mother was the moon. They were so furious 
they could not talk with him. They couldn’t 
even stand to be in the same room with him. 
Even Israel thought Joseph had gone too far 
this time. He thought children should respect 

Joseph’s Dreams Genesis 37:1–11
Who is your favorite friend? What makes that person your favorite?

LET’S PRAY: Heavenly Father,
thank You for loving me and making 
me Your very own child. Help me not 
to think I am better than all other chil-
dren but to remember You love each 
of us, so I can be kind and good to all 
my brothers and sisters in Jesus. Amen.
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Birth of Moses Exodus 2:1–10
Describe how it feels to be bullied.

At the end of Genesis, Israel (Jacob) moved
his family to Egypt, where Joseph could 

take care of them. When Jacob died, Joseph and 
his brothers took Jacob’s body back to the Prom-
ised Land and buried him with his parents. The 
twelve brothers went back to Egypt and lived 
there until they died. Their children and grand-
children stayed in Egypt, growing into the na-
tion God had promised Abraham long before. 

Many years later, a new pharaoh became 
king in Egypt. He didn’t remember 
how Joseph, an Israelite, saved Egypt 
during the seven bad years. He just 
knew Israel had grown big and 
strong, and he was afraid of them. 
He decided to make sure they 
wouldn’t be stronger than he was by 
making them his slaves. He had his peo-
ple be mean to the Israelites and make them do 
hard and dirty work. It made the Israelites very 
sad to be bullied and treated so badly.

God saw how badly the Egyptians were 
treating His people, the Israelites. God loved 
the Israelites and blessed them. They became a 
very great nation and became very strong from 
all the hard work they were forced to do. Pha-
raoh became so scared of the Israelites that he 
decided to do something really bad. He com-
manded that every Israelite baby boy should 
be thrown into the Nile River. 

God wanted His people, the Israelites, to live 
and stay strong. An Israelite woman who trust-
ed God and wasn’t afraid of Pharaoh’s law had a 
baby boy and hid him until he was too old to keep 
hidden any longer. She made a basket that would 
float in the river out of plants that grow along the 
shore and tar. She put her baby in the basket and 
placed it in the river among the plants and told 
her daughter Miriam to follow along the bank to 
watch and see what would happen to him.

That same morning, Pharaoh’s daughter 
came out to wash herself in the river. She saw 
the basket floating among the river plants. 
When her servant brought her the basket, she 
looked inside and saw a crying baby. She knew 
it was a little Israelite boy. Her father would 
have wanted her to pull out that baby and 
throw him into the river. But she felt sorry for 
him. She took him from the basket and carried 
him into Pharaoh’s house as her own son. She 

named him Moses, which means “draw 
out,” because she pulled him out of 

the water. 
God sometimes does funny 

things to people who try to go against 
Him. Pharaoh was feeding, clothing, 

teaching, and raising the very Israelite 
boy God had chosen to lead Israel out of 

Egypt when he grew up.
The same thing later happened to Jesus 

when He was little. A king ordered his soldiers 
to kill every baby boy. But God kept Jesus safe 
by having Joseph take Mary and Jesus to Egypt 
to hide there.

There are times when it is not easy to be 
God’s child. But God is always with us. He 
sends angels to protect us, and He gives us all 
we need to stay strong in faith and joyful even 
when life is hard and sad.

9

LET’S PRAY: Lord God, Pharaoh
tried very hard to hurt Your people and 
destroy the baby You chose to set Your 
people free. Thank You for protecting 
Moses. Thank You also for protecting 
Jesus when He was a little child and 
another king tried to kill Him. Remind 
me You will always protect me too. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Solomon Builds the Temple 1 Kings 6–8
Think of the way your church is built. What does it tell you about God?

The time came to build God’s temple—a 
beautiful building that would show the 

world Israel’s great God lived with His people. 
It was laid out like the tabernacle. Both had two 
rooms inside and a large courtyard outside 
where God’s people gathered. They listened 
to God’s words and called on Him with their 
prayers, hymns, and songs. Outside the temple, 
Solomon placed the altar where the animal 
sacrifices were burned. 

The inside of the temple was a lot 
like our churches today, but none 
of the Israelites were allowed to 
go inside, only the priests and Le-
vites. It had two rooms. The first 
room was called the Holy Place. 
Here, Solomon placed a table for 
burning incense and a beautiful golden 
lampstand. Every morning and afternoon, the 
people watched the priests go inside to burn 
incense while they prayed outside. After he of-
fered the incense, the priest came out and said 
words you hear in church: “The LORD bless you 
and keep you; the LORD make His face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift 
up His countenance upon you and give you 
peace” (Numbers 6:24–26).

Hanging between this front room and the 
next was a curtain. Behind it was the special 
room called the Most Holy Place. Two huge an-
gels stood in this room, spreading their wings 
over the ark of the covenant and the two angels 
on its cover. Only the high priest could come 
into this room one day each year—the Day of 
Atonement. He would bring blood from sacri-
ficed animals and sprinkle it on the ark so God 
could forgive the Israelites’ sins.

Solomon gathered all Israel together, and 
the priests carried the ark into the temple. 
Suddenly a bright cloud filled the temple. God’s 

people saw He was in the temple, right there 
among His people.

Everything in the temple teaches us some-
thing about Jesus, our great High Priest. Just 
like God came among the people in the cloud 
that filled the temple, Jesus came to live among 
us when He came down from heaven and was 
born as a little baby. The Day of Atonement 
pointed ahead to Good Friday, when Jesus died 
on the cross to take away our sins. Like the high 

priest, Jesus offered His blood so God His 
Father could forgive all our sins. When 

Jesus died on the cross, the curtain 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 
That showed that Jesus opened the 

way for us to come to God our Father 
and pray to Him.

1

LET’S PRAY: Almighty God,
thank You for the temple, which 
reminded Your people You were right 
there with them all the time. Thank 
You also for my church, which reminds 
me You are always here to hear my 
prayers. Help me always love coming 
to Your church to hear Your Word, give 
You my thanks and praise, and one 
day receive Holy Communion. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.
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Jeremiah: Dedicated to God’s People Book of Jeremiah
Have you ever tried to convince a friend to stop doing something wrong? Why might 
that be hard?

Just like the Northern Kingdom, Judah in
the south disobeyed God, so He brought 

in the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem. But 
even before the Babylonians came, God loved 
His people and sent a prophet to warn them. 
Jeremiah (jer-uh-MY-uh) warned King Jo-
siah’s sons to turn around and come back to 
God. But the kings and the people wouldn’t 
listen—instead, they tried to make Jeremiah 
stop talking to them.

Once, the people put ropes around 
Jeremiah and lowered him down into 
a cistern, a tank that collected rain-
water. There was no water in the 
cistern, just deep mud. They want-
ed to leave him there to die, but a 
brave servant convinced the king to 
send a group of soldiers to pull Jeremiah 
out with ropes.

But even worse, false prophets came and 
told the people that Jeremiah was lying. They 
told the kings and the people everything was 
okay. The city would enjoy peace, not the war 
Jeremiah kept talking about.

God told Jeremiah to write a long scroll of 
His warnings and promises to King Jehoiakim 
of Judah. While the scroll was being read, the 
king took a knife, cut off the part already read 
to him, and tossed it into his fire. Because the 
king treated God’s words so badly, God told 
the king Jerusalem would be captured and he 
would have no children to sit on the throne of 
David.

After King Jehoiakim died, his son Jehoia-
chin became king. Three months later, the king 
of Babylon captured him and took him to Bab-
ylon. His uncle Zedekiah was made the next 
king.

When King Zedekiah later disobeyed the 
king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar came back 

and destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. 
Jeremiah wrote a very sad Bible book called 
Lamentations. It reminds us of how badly the 
people of Judah suffered for their sins. It also 
lets us see how much Jesus would suffer when 
He died for us on the cross.

The king of Babylon left some very, very 
poor people behind, and Jeremiah decided to 
stay with them to share God’s words of love 
and of warning. But even these people refused 

to listen; they ran away from the king of 
Babylon and forced Jeremiah to go 

with them to Egypt. But Jeremiah 
warned them the king of Babylon 
would find them there. You can’t get 

away from God.
Sometimes we aren’t a lot different 

from the people of Jerusalem. We know 
what God wants us to do, but we want to do 
things our way, not His. Even though God’s 
Word warns us that bad things happen when 
we turn away from God, we keep going and 
turning away from God. But God still loves 
us. He speaks to us through Jeremiah’s words 
today, making us feel bad about what we have 
done and showing us how He gave His only 
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross to save us from 
our sins.

1

LET’S PRAY: Lord God, Your pa-
tience and love are truly amazing. Over 
and over, Your people disobeyed You, 
but You still loved them and watched 
over them. We are no di�erent from 
them, turning from You again and 
again. Thank You for loving us still and 
calling us back to You for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.
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