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To the Adult:
Early readers need two kinds of reading. They need to be 

read to, and they need to do their own reading. The Hear Me Read 
Level 2 Bible helps you to encourage your child with both kinds.

Using both types of reading gives your child a chance to 
develop new skills and con� dence in reading. You share and 
support your child’s excitement.

For example, your child might read aloud the stories in 
this book as you sit together. Listen attentively. Assist gently, if 
needed. Encourage, be patient, and be very positive about your 
child’s efforts. Then perhaps you’d like to share the same Bible 
story from an easy-to-understand translation. 

At the beginning of each story in The Hear Me Read Level 
2 Bible, we’ve added a few words of encouragement to aid you in 
teaching Bible concepts.

As an early childhood educator and grandmother of � ve, I 
anticipate the joy your child will feel in saying, “Hear me read 
Bible stories!”

Dr. Mary Manz Simon

To find the Accelerated Reader tests for these titles, go to the 
Accelerated Reader™ online catalog at www.arbookfind.com, 
select “parent” or “teacher,” and enter “Simon, Mary Manz” or 
“Hear Me Read” in the Quick Search window.

To the Adult:
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read to, and they need to do their own reading. The Hear Me Read 
Level 2 Bible helps you to encourage your child with both kinds.

Using both types of reading gives your child a chance to 
develop new skills and con� dence in reading. You share and 
support your child’s excitement.

For example, your child might read aloud the stories in 
this book as you sit together. Listen attentively. Assist gently, if 
needed. Encourage, be patient, and be very positive about your 
child’s efforts. Then perhaps you’d like to share the same Bible 
story from an easy-to-understand translation. 

At the beginning of each story in The Hear Me Read Level 
2 Bible, we’ve added a few words of encouragement to aid you in 
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As an early childhood educator and grandmother of � ve, I 
anticipate the joy your child will feel in saying, “Hear me read 
Bible stories!”Bible stories!”

Dr. Mary Manz SimonMary Manz Simon
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God’s people were sad.
They wanted to go to the Promised Land.
The king would not let them go.
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To the Adult:

God chose an unlikely 
volunteer to stand before 
Pharaoh. Moses was a 
shepherd. He wasn’t a fast 
thinker. He was eighty 
years old. And so when God 
told Moses to go before Pharaoh, 
Moses did what we might have done: he offered excuses. 
Then he argued with God. Of course that didn’t work either, 
which explains how the former prince ended up standing 
before the Egyptian leader. This happened not once but ten 
times. How dif� cult that must have been for Moses!

I wonder how often I’ve done the same thing when I feel 
a nudge from God. I’ll mentally toss around various reasons 
why I can’t follow His leading. I’ll rationalize. Sometimes, 
even while resisting, I’ll apologize to God for being such an 
unwilling servant.

We’re not the only ones who try this: children often 
adopt the same approach to our requests. They offer excuses. 
They argue, but after some extended back-and-forth, they 
usually end up doing what’s asked.

Your child probably won’t draw parallels between 
Moses and him- or herself, but you can. Noting similarities 
between situations in Bible stories and real life today is 
one of the most effective ways for a child to understand the 
relevance of God’s Word. Authentic is more than a buzzword 
when it comes to the Bible because there’s nothing more real 
than seeing how God works. God forgives our weaknesses 
and makes us strong to live as His children through Jesus. 

The No–Go King
Exodus 5–15 (The Exodus)
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“No,” said the king.
“You cannot go.
You must work.”

So God’s people worked. 
They worked and worked and worked.

Moses said, “God’s people want to go. 
Let the people go.”

But the king said, “No.
The people must work.
The people cannot go.”
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God sent frogs to punish the king. 
Frogs jumped everywhere.

“Jump, frogs, jump!” God’s people  
shouted.
“Now the king will let us go.”

So Moses said to the king, “Let God’s  
people go.”

But the king said, “No.
The people cannot go.”
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To the Adult:

A healthy, happy family 
is a blessing. That is as true 
today as it was during 
biblical times.

Unfortunately, young 
Prince Joash did not have a loving 
family. The boy’s grandmother was 
an evil queen who had male relatives 
killed. An aunt rescued the infant 
Joash and hid him until he was 
ready to be king. Joash was 
crowned when he was 
only seven years old.

Today, most seven-year-olds are practicing basic read-
ing skills, learning to be a team player, and racing down the 
sidewalk on a bike. It’s hard to even imagine a young child 
ruling an entire country, but God surrounded Joash with 
loving people who kept him safe. They taught him to distin-
guish between right and wrong. They taught him to worship 
God. During his forty-year reign, Joash oversaw the rebuild-
ing of the Lord’s temple. 

We don’t know what God has planned for the children 
we love, but we teach them what is right. We introduce 
them to God’s Word and share the saving message of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. So much of a child’s future is un-
known, but by providing a spiritual foundation, we provide 
the best possible launching pad for life. 

Long ago a woman became queen.
She was a wicked queen.

The 
Hide-and-Seek Prince

2 Kings 11:1–12:16 (Joash)

To the Adult:

A healthy, happy family A healthy, happy family 
is a blessing. That is as true is a blessing. That is as true 
today as it was during 
biblical times.

Unfortunately, young Unfortunately, young 
Prince Joash did not have a loving Prince Joash did not have a loving 
family. The boy’s grandmother was family. The boy’s grandmother was 
an evil queen who had male relatives an evil queen who had male relatives 
killed. An aunt rescued the infant killed. An aunt rescued the infant 
Joash and hid him until he was Joash and hid him until he was 
ready to be king. Joash was ready to be king. Joash was 
crowned when he was 
only seven years old.

Today, most seven-year-olds are practicing basic read-
ing skills, learning to be a team player, and racing down the 
sidewalk on a bike. It’s hard to even imagine a young child 
ruling an entire country, but God surrounded Joash with 
loving people who kept him safe. They taught him to distin-
guish between right and wrong. They taught him to worship 
God. During his forty-year reign, Joash oversaw the rebuild-
ing of the Lord’s temple. 

We don’t know what God has planned for the children 
we love, but we teach them what is right. We introduce 
them to God’s Word and share the saving message of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. So much of a child’s future is un-
known, but by providing a spiritual foundation, we provide 
the best possible launching pad for life. 
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The wicked queen wanted to kill someone.
She wanted to kill a little prince.
Prince Joash was just a baby.

“Soldiers, �nd Joash,” said the wicked  
queen.
“Find that little prince,” she said.
“He must not escape.
Joash must not grow up to be king.”
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The queen’s soldiers raced out of  
the palace.
The soldiers raced past the temple.
The soldiers raced through the city.
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Joash was in the secret hiding place.
God kept Joash safe.

A year went by.
Baby Joash was growing up.




