
What People Are Saying

Our whole family has enjoyed The Messengers series. . . . These 
characters are doing what I most desire for my children: they treasure 
the Word. These Messengers share the Word, they call upon it in 
trouble, they encourage one another with the Word, and they desire 
to share it. All of this wrapped into an edgy, high-adventure novel 
that captures readers from the first chapter! It should be required 
reading for parents of our generation. 

Jennifer Janssen, homeschooling mom of fifth and sixth graders

Lisa Clark’s contemplative, insightful, and edifying narrative 
matures right alongside Simon in the third installment of The 
Messengers series. No worldly drivel marks the page in this story of 
persecution, only thoughtful expressions of the endurance, character, 
and hope produced in the life of the Christian through suffering. 
This fictional series is a catechetical gift to our children, one that 
points toward God’s Word, His Church, and the eternal hope that 
will not put the baptized to shame. 

Katie Schuermann, author of the Anthems of Zion series

A strong finish to a remarkable series. Lisa Clark has gifted us 
all with a poignant and beautiful story. The setting is hauntingly 
realistic and believable in these gray and latter days of life under 
the cross. The characters are compelling and endearing, flawed and 
imperfect, as are we all, yet struggling to live by faith and in love 
for one another. . . . What I have loved and appreciated most about 
the entire series is the way it weaves the confession and practice of 
the faith so naturally into the warp and woof of the story. . . . It is 
comforting encouragement, indeed, for such times as these. 

Pastor Rick Stuckwisch, Emmaus Lutheran Church,  
South Bend, Indiana



In Revealed, Simon grows and matures as a young Christian man as 
he faces the reality of Satan’s many means of attacking, both physical 
and spiritual. Simon learns how to die, but also how to live, echoing 
the baptismal life we all share. Lisa’s ability to tackle tough subjects 
seamlessly within the narrative, along with the use of Scripture and 
hymnody, leaves the reader with the hope that only God in Christ 
can give. My ten-year-old can’t wait for this installment, and this is 
exactly the kind of reading material I hope to give him.

Elizabeth Ahlman, author of Demystifying the Proverbs 31 Woman 
and Ruth: More Than a Love Story

Once again, Lisa Clark captures the attention of the reader with 
our boy Simon’s struggle to understand his past and how it inter-
twines with the events happening in the present. High appreciation 
to the author for using the dystopian genre to paint a picture of the 
urgency to spread the Gospel message to a dying world. . . . One 
could almost put themselves in the catacombs beneath New Morgan 
and sense the drive that Simon and his friends have for the Message. 

Elizabeth Decker, LCMS teacher

New Morgan has revoked Simon Clay’s citizenship, but it cannot 
revoke his true citizenship, which comes from heaven. Though the 
Messengers are always in danger of the oppressive government, 
Simon is learning that the most oppressive dangers are those of 
doubt, despair, and distrust. Armed with the Word of God and 
supported by the small communion of saints that it sustains, Simon 
is prepared to risk it all for the Message worth dying for. Revealed 
is a fast-paced and fitting conclusion to this trilogy.

Timothy Koch, pastor at Concordia and Immanuel Lutheran 
churches, reviewer at TheBeggarsBlog.com

Clark weaves the page-turning lore of dystopian literature with 
the never-changing truth of Scripture. My students were hooked 
from the first chapter. Simon is a relatable character to today’s young 
adult. He wrestles with many conflicts as his readers are beginning 



to ask deeper questions about their faith. In this way, people of all 
ages can not only value Revealed as an exciting work of fiction but 
also as a story that points to Jesus. 

Mrs. Faith Wiechers, middle school language arts teacher,  
St. Paul Lutheran School, Napoleon, Ohio

Revealed continues to create meaningful discussion for youth 
and young adults around big questions, while continuing to bring 
us characters and a storyline that is both intriguing and comforting. 
In this installment, Clark does not disappoint, compelling readers 
to sort through questions of good and evil and to identify who the 
real enemies in our lives are, the importance and pricelessness of 
genuine community and connection, and the treasure of the Word 
that we so often take for granted. 

Deaconess Heidi Goehmann, I Love My Shepherd Ministries and 
author of Altogether Beautiful

In The Messengers series, Lisa M. Clark weaves a compelling 
tale of faith and courage based on the Word. It is so compelling, 
so personal, that I began this third book with a certain amount of 
apprehension. What would happen to Simon and the Messengers 
in these pages? How will they deal with loss and grief? betrayal? 
relationships? new challenges? old wounds? Read to find the answers, 
and don’t be surprised if this story becomes woven into your own.

Eden Keefe, LWML Vice-President of Christian Life 2013–2017, 
Visual Faith Coach, www.visualfaithmin.org

Filled with excitement, suspense, and plenty of the logos, Revealed 
is a must-read for fans of the first two books in the trilogy. It is a 
powerful reminder of who we can turn to when it seems as though 
we are all alone. Simon’s and the other Messengers’ responses to 
challenges . . . are constant reminders of God’s everlasting faithful-
ness and love. I could hardly bring myself to put it down!

Faith Musgrave, teen and avid reader



I was both saddened and uplifted when I reached the end of 
Revealed. The entire series was so engaging, and now I’ll miss the 
characters. I can’t imagine a more fitting final installment. . . . Clark 
not only asked the hard questions, but leaned into them, grabbed 
hold of them, and wrestled with them. And always with Scripture 
at the core of it all. I definitely recommend this book, and the entire 
series, for anyone looking for good YA dystopian fiction!

Sarah Baughman, author of forthcoming novel A Flame in the Dark

In Revealed, Simon works through the pain of personal loss to 
find peace and then spurs his friends on to hold even firmer to their 
hope in Christ. His steady transformation into a passionate man of 
God is a satisfying progression! The author expertly intersects the 
lives of the apostles with those of Simon, Charity, and others, thus 
beautifully showing the continuity of the Church over time. Revealed 
is a refreshing reminder that nothing can suppress the light of Jesus 
Christ. It will continue to shine, age after age, present in the Word 
and alive in the hearts of His Bride, the Church.

Heather Kaufman, author of The Story People and Loving Isaac

An outstanding read and exciting conclusion to The Messengers 
trilogy! Clark delivers, once again, as she launches her readers into 
a dystopian world not unlike our own. Youth and adults alike are 
certain to find encouragement in the faith as they join young Simon 
and the underground Church on the mission to spread God’s Word. 
Persecution, martyrdom, war: nothing can stop the λόγος from 
getting out. It is, after all, the message worth dying (and living) for!  

Rev. Tyrel Bramwell, pastor and author of The Gift and the Defender

The Messengers series by Lisa Clark is both captivating and 
theologically sound. . . . Revealed continues to push and challenge 
Simon, and it will continue to push and challenge the reader to 
keep sharing the truth. 

Stephanie Lebeau, Director of Parish Ed., Ramona Lutheran Church



*Prologue

Mrs. Louise Baden-Druck stared at the piece of 
Maximalus set before her on the table.

“This. Is. Unforgivable!” she shouted.
The three figures on the other side of the table cringed.
She stood and wielded the scrap of metal.
“Our family reputation is at stake. Our government 

is at stake. How is it that we cannot silence one insig-
nificant boy?!”

She walked toward them.
“Let me tell you one thing, Roderick. And listen to 

me closely. One of you will survive another year. You or 
Simon. It’s up to you to decide who that’s going to be.”

■ ■ ■



Other Books in The Messengers Series

Discovered
Concealed



The Messengers

REVEALED

Lisa M. Clark

c o n c o r d ia  p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e  •  s a i n t  l o u i s



 
Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1-800-325-3040 · www.cph.org

All rights reserved. Unless specifically noted, no part of this publication may be repro-
duced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of 
Concordia Publishing House.

Written by Lisa M. Clark

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture paraphrases are adapted from Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymn quotations are public domain and from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Hymn quotation in chapter 25 is from “When I Behold Jesus Christ” by Almaz Belhu, copy-
right © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission.

_______________________________________________________________________

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

   Names: Clark, Lisa M., author. 
   Title: The Messengers : revealed / Lisa M. Clark. 
   Description: St. Louis : Concordia Publishing House, 2018. | Summary: Simon 
       and the Messengers begin to discover how big their mission truly is as  
      they work harder than ever to share the truth with the world, despite  
      having faced great loss and pain. 
   Identifiers: LCCN 2017048957 (print) | LCCN 2018012584 (ebook) | ISBN 
      9780758659620  | ISBN 9780758659613 
   Subjects: | CYAC: Despotism--Fiction. | Religion--Fiction. | Secret 
       societies--Fiction. | Fathers and sons--Fiction. | Insurgency--Fiction. | 
      Science fiction. 
   Classification: LCC PZ7.1.C575 (ebook) | LCC PZ7.1.C575 Mev 2018 (print) | 
      DDC [Fic]--dc23 
 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017048957 
_______________________________________________________________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10    27 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18

This book is written in thankfulness to God for all the Zekes,  
Ellas, and Mrs. Meyers throughout the ages.
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1Chapter One

—Two thousand years ago—

Why, oh why, must I always do everything with my 
brother? We work together. We eat together. And 
now, we travel the world together. Some men may 
be fine spending day in and day out with family, 
but they clearly do not know this thunder-head of a 
brother I have! Always putting himself first—I can-
not bear the way he pushes his way nonstop. You 
would think that our Teacher would notice what a 
pain he can be. You would think I could find some 
time to be away from him. But no, even when Jesus 
pulls me aside for a lesson or time away, He invites 
my brother along too. I cannot take it any longer! 
I tell you the truth; as soon as I can find the occa-
sion, I’m going to get away from him and do things 
my way for a change. 

■ ■ ■
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—Right about now, not far away—

“Simon . . . Simooooooooooon . . .” 
Under his quilt, Simon heard the low moan come 

from outside his bedroom door. 
“It’s time, Simoooooon.” 
The creak of his door and the floorboards declared 

that the intruder was closing in.
“The Darkness, Siiiiimon. It’s coming for 

yooooooooooooooou!”
The warning voice rose to a shrill shriek, and Simon’s 

shout rose to meet it as icy cold water splashed through 
the quilt and onto his head and torso.

Simon leaped up, tossing the soaked blanket aside 
and standing on his bed to face his attacker.

The culprit, however, was already subdued, curled 
into a circle on the floor, failing miserably at warding off 
the hysterical laughter that shook his frame. 

“Jack Lane!” Simon spluttered. “I—you—why do I 
even put up with you?!”

Simon hurled his pillow and blanket onto the unapolo-
getic teenager, who made no attempt to get up or compose 
himself. 

Simon dropped down clumsily to sit on his mattress, 
assessing the situation as best as anyone could after such a 
rude awakening. The close quarters of his bedroom were 
still new to him, as were the brick walls and thin mattress. 
It was nothing like the room he had known all his life. A 
pang of sadness grabbed his chest, and Simon didn’t push 
it away. Still, there were familiar things: wooden furniture 
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his dad had crafted, a picture of his family from years 
ago, and a watch that had become a part of him even in 
the short time he had owned it. There were new things 
too—new things that provided comfort rather than a 
sense of loss: a mural on his ceiling, a painted message 
on his door, and the handmade quilt Mrs. Meyer had 
given him. The one that currently half covered Jack with 
condemnation and water. 

“What are you doing here? You have a home, don’t 
you?”

Simon didn’t mean for the comment to come out as 
an accusation, but fatigue and irritation laced his words 
in a way that Simon immediately regretted. He was 
learning that formerly innocent phrases could take on 
new meaning. Jokes that had once been good-natured 
could sour. Jack had a home, and Simon was constantly 
reminded that he did not. 

“Hey, bright eyes,” Jack tossed back, graciously ignor-
ing the jab, “look at the time.”

Simon reached for his watch on the top of a bookshelf 
and tried to make sense of what he saw. It was noon 
already. Simon rubbed his forehead and remembered 
the date: Saturday, July 30. Census Day. 

“How did you get here during the day anyway?” 
Simon knew that crowds in Grand Station grew during 
the weekends, but most Messengers only dared to visit 
after dark. There were some who found ways to come 
during daylight hours, but most Messengers considered 
it too risky.
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“I have my ways.” Jack shrugged and sat up. “Paid a 
visit to good ol’ Mrs. Meyer. Besides,” he added, tossing 
the quilt aside with dramatic flair, “Ella needs me.”

Simon grabbed the quilt and draped it on a wooden 
chair, allowing it to dry. So Jack had used Mrs. Meyer’s 
tunnel to Grand Station, the City, to impress one of the 
newest Messengers.

“If you say so.” Simon shrugged. “But why are you 
up here?”

Jack jumped to his feet and dusted himself off. “Someone 
had to check to see if you were alive.” With a wave, Jack 
was gone.  

After a suitable shower, Simon found his assailant 
faithfully offering his services to a damsel in distress.

“So this is the tool you need then?”
“No.”
“How ’bout this one?” 
“Nope.”
“This one?” At that point, Jack hopped onto a counter 

after shoving bolts, gears, and a variety of small gadgets 
aside. With hands stretched wide in invitation, he clearly 
suggested himself as the cure-all solution.

“No! Honestly, Jack! Can’t you find something better 
to do?” Ella pulled back her safety goggles in exaspera-
tion and faced her self-proclaimed hero. Her light hair 
was tied into a tight knot, but thin wisps escaped any 
form of entrapment and waved wildly around her face. 

“Honestly, Ella? I can’t.” Jack’s grin grew to preposter-
ous levels. All Ella could do was toss a greasy towel at 
him and turn back to her work.


