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To my dear children (Loren, Aaron, 
Jen, Rachel, Jessica, Josh, and John), 
and all parents, who faithfully 
teach their children about Jesus—
His birth, death, and reign.
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Introduction
How exciting! Christmas is coming. And you are getting ready.

Advent is the season of the Church Year that comes right before 
Christmas. It is a time of preparation, a time to focus on our need for 
a Savior and on God’s response to that need by sending His very own 
Son to be our Savior.

For children, these are days of excitement and wonder. Lights, 
decorations, carols, trees, and cookies. Gifts, Santa, and Jesus. Children 
wonder how these things fit together. Through simple routines—
reading Scripture, lighting candles, singing carols, setting up the 
nativity—they can find hope and comfort in Jesus. This resource will 
acknowledge their wonder and guide them through the maze of 
sights and sounds to celebrate Jesus’ birth. It will help you keep faith a 
priority in your lives.

God bless you as you use this resource, Counting to Christmas. God 
bless you as you, like your child, wonder at God’s amazing gift, His 
own dear Son, your Savior, Jesus Christ. 

—The author



Say it
“[The Lord said to Abraham,] 

‘In you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.’ ” 

Genesis 12:3

I wonder, how did the 
people after Adam and 
Eve hear about God’s 

promise?

Do it
At night, look at the stars. 
Find a bright one. Then tell 
how God has blessed your 
family.

Pray it
Ask God to bless your family 
as you hear the promises in 
His Word.

What do you know about your family? Have you seen 
baby pictures of your parents? heard stories about 
your relatives? It’s a fact. Someone in your family came 
before you. You descended from someone.

Long ago, God spoke to a man named Abraham. He told Abraham he would have a big family. In fact, 
God told Abraham to go outside his tent and count the stars if he was able. God promised Abraham many 
descendants (people in his family), as many as the stars in the sky. God also promised to bless all nations 
through Abraham’s family. It may have seemed hard to believe since Abraham was one hundred years old 
and his wife, Sarah, was ninety. But Abraham had faith in God’s promises.

Did God keep His promise? Of course! It took a lot of years, but it happened. And Jesus was one of 
Abraham’s descendants. 

As you wait for Christmas to come, look at the stars. Count them if you can. Listen to God’s promises 
in His Word. Think of Jesus, Abraham’s descendant and your Savior. 
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Pray it
Thank God for sending Jesus 
to be your mighty Savior and 
loving friend. 

I wonder, what 
does the word 
Emmanuel 

mean?

Are you looking forward to someone coming? A visitor? God’s people 
were looking forward to the coming of the Savior God promised.

Long ago, Isaiah, God’s prophet (a person who speaks God’s 
words for God), said God was coming to visit. Isaiah said a virgin 
would give birth to a Son. That Son would be the Savior God 
promised.

God’s Son was to be named Emmanuel. That name means 
God with us. Jesus is our Emmanuel too. He is God with us.

First, God sent Jesus as a baby. Years later when Jesus was grown 
up, Jesus suffered and died on the cross for our sins. Now through faith 
and in our Baptism, God comes to us in His Word through His Spirit. 
And someday, Jesus will come again!

As you get ready for Christmas, sing the hymn “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel.” Rejoice! God sent Jesus to be your Savior. 

Say it
“ ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

call His name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us).” 
Matthew 1:23

Do it
Wave your hands and sing,  
“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall  
come to thee, O Israel!” (LSB 357)
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Do it
Look for drawings of the tree of life. 

Pray it
Thank God for the tree of the cross 
and for the tree of life in heaven. 

 

Do you have a Christmas tree? 
Does it have lights on it?

The Bible doesn’t tell us about Christmas  
trees. But it does tell us about other trees. The 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil was in the 
Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve ate fruit from it. 
They disobeyed God, and sin came into the world.

Another tree in the Bible is the tree of the  
cross. Because of Jesus’ death there for our  
sins, we are forgiven. We have the gift of  
eternal life. The Bible also tells us the tree  
of life grows in heaven. It has wonder- 
ful fruits and healing leaves.

So you may wonder how Christmas  
trees started. No one is sure. But years ago, a man 
named Martin Luther cut down a fir tree. He  
took it home and put real candles on it. The lights 
twinkled like the stars over Bethlehem. 

Today, many people put up trees and lights.  
If you do, remember the trees in the Bible.  
Thank God He sent His Son for you. 

Say it
“[Jesus] bore our sins in His body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live.” 
1 Peter 2:24

I wonder, did  
Bethlehem have  

Christmas trees?
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Now the people had hope. The Savior-King would live 
and rule in a spiritual kingdom. We have hope in Jesus too. 
He lives and rules in our hearts. He is our Savior-King.

Stumps. 
They are a tree part still in the ground 
after a tree is cut down. Below the 
stump are roots. Often, a stump looks 
dead. But sometimes, a new branch 
comes out of a stump.

Long ago, God’s prophet Isaiah 
foretold the coming of the Savior. He 
said the Savior would be a branch from 
the stump of Jesse. The words branch 
and stump are picture language. They 
mean the new Savior-King would be 
born from the family of Jesse, a family 
that no longer had any ruling kings. 

The new Savior-King would bear 
fruit. That means the new King would 
do all that God desires. He would not 
sin. He would be righteous. 

I wonder, what does it mean 
that Jesus is a branch 

from a stump?

Day 8

Say it
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.” Isaiah 11:1

Do it
Take a picture of a stump. Print it. 
Draw a new branch growing from it. 

Pray it
Ask Jesus to rule in your heart 
and mind. 



You probably know that Mary was Jesus’ mother, but 
you may not know how she found out she would be 
His mother. One day, the angel Gabriel showed up in 
Nazareth where Mary lived. Gabriel said Mary would carry 
baby Jesus in her womb. The angel said God would make 
it happen. He said Jesus would be the Son of God. 

Whoa! That was a surprise. You see, Mary was already 
betrothed to Joseph. But Mary didn’t say no. Instead, she 
answered in faith. She said, 
“Behold I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word” (Luke 1:38).

This Christmas, God’s Good 
News comes to you. It comes as 
you read or hear God’s Word. It 
comes to you in His Sacraments. 
And God calls little you to live 
by faith in your own special way. 
Like Mary, you can say, “Behold, 
I am the servant of the Lord.” 

Say it 
“Mary said, ‘Behold, 

I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me 
according to your Word.’ ” 

Luke 1:38

Do it
Set up a nativity set. 

Pray it
“O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in 
Be born in us today.” Amen. (LSB 361:4)

I wonder, what 
about Jesus’ 

mother, Mary?
Day 19






