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Preface
For the past 50 years, One Hundred Bible Stories has introduced 

students and families to the truth and beauty of God’s Word. Through 
the actual words of Holy Scripture and distinctive artwork, the history 
of God and His people comes alive on every page, drawing us into the 
story of God’s grace revealed in Jesus Christ.

This new, revised edition of One Hundred Bible Stories continues 
the tradition by excerpting the key passages of Scripture while retaining 
the classic, colorful artwork for each story. The stories contain only the 
essentials; for the complete text, refer to the references in the Table of 
Contents.

As with previous editions, the stories have been chosen for children 
ages 9 and above. In general, the format remains the same. The “For 
Reflection” section provides questions that help start discussions to 
expand understanding of God’s merciful work and reflect on responses 
of thanksgiving for His grace.

The book is ideal for Day School and Sunday School classrooms, 
for Confirmation and Midweek programs, for home schooling, and for 
family devotions.

In outline, the main features are as follows:
1. Fifty Old Testament and fifty New Testament stories.
2. A story every other page, with artwork opposite the page.
3. Explanatory notes for difficult words and concepts.
4.  A caption for each picture, designed to highlight  

the central truth.
5.  “For Reflection” questions, suitable for family  

devotions and discussions.
6.  “Words to Remember,” a learn-by-heart verse to reinforce  

the meaning of the story.
Parents and teachers will welcome the format and content of One 

Hundred Bible Stories. In a world characterized by busy schedules and 
little time for reading and reflecting on God’s Word, this edition pro-
vides a regular, enjoyable study of key narratives in Holy Scripture.

“Nuggets from the inexhaustible gold mine of the Scriptures.” 
These words from the original Foreword still describe One Hundred Bible 
Stories. We pray that God will bless you as you read and study His Word, 
and that He will fulfill His purpose to use the Holy Scriptures to “make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). 

81. The Last Judgment. Matthew 25 168
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83. Jesus in Gethsemane. Matthew 26; Luke 22 172
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God said, “Let there be light.”

For Reflection
1. What does the creation tell us about the Creator? 
2. What evidence of the effects of sin do you see in the natural world around you?
3. Another way God showed His power was in sending Jesus to live, die, and rise 

again for the sins of the world. How can we show our love for Jesus in the way 
we care for all the things He has made for us?

Words to Remember
Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. Psalm 115:3

The Creation: The First to the Fourth Day
Genesis 1
In the beginning God created1 the heavens and the earth.
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the 

face of the deep. The Spirit of God2 was hovering over the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw 

that the light was good. God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. There was eve-
ning and there was morning, the first day.

God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.”3 And it was so. God called 
the expanse Heaven. There was evening and there was morning, the 
second day.

God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called 
the dry ground Earth, and the waters that were gathered together He 
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation,4 plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 
to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for sea-
sons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the 
two great lights—the greater light5 to rule the day and the lesser light6 to 
rule the night—and the stars. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

 
 
 

Explanatory Notes
1Made out of nothing. 2Holy Spirit. 3To separate water on earth from water in 
the atmosphere. 4Green plant life for food. 5Sun. 6Moon.

The Old Testament   11   The Old Testament
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God saw that it was good.

For Reflection
1.  List several ways God has blessed you through the animals He has made.
2. People are the creation God loved the most. He loved us so much that He 

sent Jesus to be our Savior and Friend. What special work does God give 
us to do for His honor and glory?

3. How do people show their love for God in the way they regard the day of 
rest set aside by Him?

Words to Remember
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God. 
Hebrews 11:3

The Old Testament    2

The Creation: The Fifth to the Seventh Day
Genesis 1
God said, “Let the waters swarm1 with swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 
So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the water in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” There was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day.

God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according 
to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds.” And it was so. God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let Us2 make man in Our image, after Our like-
ness.3 And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created 
man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply4  and 
fill the earth and subdue5 it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.” God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it 
was very good. There was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of 
them. On the seventh day, God finished His work that He had done, 
and He rested6 on the seventh day. 

God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He 
rested from all His work that He had done in creation.

Explanatory Notes
1Be filled with. 2The triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 3Adam and 
Eve knew God as He wishes to be known, and they were righteous and holy, 
doing God’s will. 4These first parents were to have children, and through them 
become the parents of all people in the world. 5Control it in order to take care 
of it. 6Stopped His creative work, since it was complete.

2   The Old Testament
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That through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death,  
that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14).

For Reflection
1. What consequences of sin fell upon Eve? Adam? the serpent? 
2. God told the serpent that the child of the woman would crush the head  

of the serpent. What did Jesus do to crush the head of Satan?
3. What does it mean to you that Jesus has defeated the power of the devil?

Words to Remember
For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. Romans 5:19

The Promise of the Savior
Genesis 3
But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 

you?” 
And he said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was 

afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”1

The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”2

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

cursed are you above all the livestock and beasts of the field; on your 
belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring; He shall bruise your head,3 and you shall bruise His 
heel.”4

To the woman, He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in child-
bearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for 
your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

To Adam He said, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain 
you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.”

The Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin 
and clothed them. He drove out the man,5 and at the east of the garden 
of Eden He placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every 
way to guard the way to the tree of life.6

Explanatory Notes
1God knows everything. 2The man blames God and the woman—anyone but 
himself—for his sin. 3Destroy the devil’s work. 4Jesus had to suffer and die to 
break the power of the devil. 5With his wife. 6Paradise on earth was closed. 
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The Lord had regard for Abel and his offering.

For Reflection
1. Why do you suppose God told Cain, “Sin is crouching at the door;  

its desire is for you, but you must rule over it”?
2. How did God show His grace to Cain? How does He show His grace to us?
3. How can we show our love and trust in Jesus as our Savior in the way we 

treat our brothers, sisters, and friends? in the way we treat all others?

Words to Remember
By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. 1 John 3:16

Cain and Abel
Genesis 4
The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother 

of all the living, and she conceived and bore Cain. And again, she bore 
his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep,1 and Cain a worker 
of the ground.2 

In the course of time, Cain brought to the Lord an offering of 
the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 
flock and of their fat portions. The Lord had regard for Abel and his 
offering,3 but for Cain and his offering He had no regard. Cain was very 
angry, and his face fell.4

The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? If you do well, will  
you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. When they were in the field, Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” 
He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?”
The Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s 

blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are cursed from 
the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood 
from your hand. When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to 
you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer5 on the earth.”

Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Behold, You have driven me from the ground, and from Your face I shall 
be hidden. And whoever finds me will kill me.”

And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should 
attack him.

 

Explanatory Notes
1A shepherd. 2A farmer. 3Liked it. 4Looked upset. 5One who goes from place to 
place.
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Call on the name of the Lord.
For Reflection
1. Calling on the name of the Lord refers to public worship. During whose 

lifetime did public worship begin?
2. Why is it a privilege to call on the name of the Lord in public worship?
3. Enoch went to heaven without dying. The Bible says he “walked with God” 

(Genesis 5:24). Because of Jesus, we need not be afraid of death. Explain.

Words to Remember
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. Joel 2:32

From Adam to Noah
Genesis 5
At that time, people began to call upon the name of the Lord. 

When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own like-
ness, after his image;1 and named him Seth. The days of Adam after 
he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had other sons and daughters. 
Thus all the days that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died.2

Seth fathered Enosh, and had other sons and daughters. Thus all 
the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died. 

Enosh fathered Kenan, and had other sons and daughters. Thus all 
the days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died.

Kenan fathered Mahalalel, and had other sons and daughters. Thus 
all the days of Kenan were 910 years, and he died.

Mahalalel fathered Jared, and had other sons and daughters. Thus 
all the days of Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

Jared fathered Enoch, and had other sons and daughters. Thus all 
the days of Jared were 962 years, and he died. 

Enoch fathered Methuselah, and had other sons and daughters. 
Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. Enoch walked with God, 
and he was not3, for God took him.

Methuselah fathered Lamech, and had other sons and daughters. 
Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died.

Lamech fathered Noah, and had other sons and daughters. Thus 
all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died.

After Noah was 500 years old, he fathered Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth.

 

Explanatory Notes
1Sinful, like Adam, not after the image of God. 2As God had foretold. Likewise, 
all after him would die. 3Was no longer seen; he was taken to the presence of 
God without experiencing death.
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“I have set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant  
between Me and the earth.”

For Reflection
1. What does the flood remind us about God’s attitude toward sin?
2. The rainbow reminds us that God keeps His promise. What promise came 

true when Jesus came to earth to live, die, and rise again? 
3. How does Noah’s ark symbolize the Church? 

Words to Remember
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 3:21 

The Flood
Genesis 6–9
The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth. 

And the Lord regretted that He had made man on the earth. So the Lord 
said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, 
man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am 
sorry that I have made them.”

But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. So God said to Noah, 
“I have determined to make an end of all flesh. Make yourself an ark.1 I 
will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh. Everything 
that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant2 with you, 
and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives with you. You shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep 
them alive with you. They shall be male and female. Also take with you 
every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up.” Noah did all that God 
commanded him. 

One day, all the fountains of the great deep3 burst forth, and the win-
dows of the heavens were opened.4 Noah, his family, and all the animals 
entered the ark. And the Lord shut them in.

The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters prevailed 
and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the 
waters. And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, 
all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind.

The waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. But God remembered 
Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the 
ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided.

And after a time, God said to Noah, “Go out from the ark.” So 
Noah and his family went out. Every animal and bird went out by 
families from the ark. Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and offered 
burnt offerings on the altar.

God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth. Behold, I establish My covenant with you 
and with your offspring after you: never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth. I have set My bow5 in the cloud, and it shall be a sign 
of the covenant between Me and the earth.”

Explanatory Notes
1Boat. 2A solemn pledge or agreement, often sealed and confirmed with a sign. 
3Water shut up in the earth. 4It rained as never before or after. 5Rainbow.
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“Let us make a name for ourselves.”

For Reflection
1. Why did the people want to build a tower?
2. How did the many languages of the world come into being?
3. God became angry with the people for trying to make a name for themselves, 

by their own doing. What name has God given us, by His doing?

Words to Remember
He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. Luke 1:51

The Tower of Babel1

Genesis 11
The sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, 

spread abroad on the earth after the flood. Now the whole earth had one 
language and the same words.2

As people migrated from the east, they found a plain and settled 
there. They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn3 
them thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.

Then, they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower 
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name4 for ourselves, lest 
we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”

The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the chil-
dren of man had built. And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, 
and they have one language, and this is only the beginning of what they 
will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for 
them. Come, let Us go down and confuse their language, so that they 
may not understand one another’s speech.”5

So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of the earth, 
and they left off building the city. Therefore, its name was called Babel, 
because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. 

Explanatory Notes
1Meaning confusion. 2With only one language, everyone could understand one 
another and speak to one another. 3They heated the bricks made of clay until 
they were as hard as stone. 4They were proud and wanted fame and honor; the 
flood had not destroyed sin. 5Without a common language, joint effort became 
impossible.

9   The Old Testament

24

The Old Testament   9



27

“Look toward heaven, and number the stars. So shall your offspring be.”

For Reflection 
1. How did Abraham show he loved God in the way he treated Lot?
2. When God told Abraham that all people would be blessed through him,  

God was referring to Jesus, who would be born as a descendant of 
Abraham. How are all people blessed through Jesus?

3. In what ways can you bless others because you know Jesus as your Savior? 

Words to Remember
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
Hebrews 11:8

The Call of Abram
Genesis 12–13, 15, 17
The Lord said to Abram1, “Go from your country and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”2

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram took Sarai, his wife, and all their possessions, and they set out to 
go to the land of Canaan. The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your offspring,3 I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the 
Lord and called upon the name of the Lord.4

Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, so 
that the land could not support both of them dwelling together; for their 
possessions were so great. Thus they separated from each other. Abram 
settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the 
valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were 
wicked, great sinners against the Lord.

After these things, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 
“Fear not, Abram, I am your shield;5 your reward shall be very great.”6

But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will You give me, for I con-
tinue childless?”

God brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars. So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, 
and God counted it to him as righteousness.7

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me8 and be blameless.9 
No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. And 
I will establish an everlasting covenant to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you.”

Explanatory Notes
1A descendant of Shem. 2In the Savior. 3Children and children’s children. 
4Worshiped the Lord with his family and servants. 5Protector. 6Having God, 
Abram had everything. 7Abram knew God to be his Savior; God forgave his 
sins, and therefore he was just and holy in the sight of God. 8Walk in the fear 
of God. 9Lead a holy life.
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He rose and took the child and His mother by night and departed to Egypt.

For Reflection
1. How did God take care of His Son? 
2. Why was Herod determined to find and kill Jesus? How did God guide the 

Wise Men to “trick” Herod?
3. By faith, we are the children of God. How does God take care of us?

Words to Remember
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God; and so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it 
did not know Him. 1 John 3:1

The Escape to Egypt
Matthew 2
When they1 had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and His mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy Him.”2

And he rose and took the child and His mother by night and 
departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt 
I called My son.”3

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the Wise 
Men, became furious. He killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had ascertained from the Wise Men.

 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and His mother 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are 
dead.”

He rose and took the child and His mother and went to the land 
of Israel. He went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was 
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that He would be called a 
Nazarene.

Explanatory Notes
1The Wise Men. 2Jesus had come into this sinful world to redeem all men, for 
all men are sinners. When He was born in Bethlehem, some people came to 
greet and honor Him; but some showed themselves as His bitter enemies and 
even wanted to kill Him. 3See Hosea 11:1.

58   The New Testament

122

The New Testament   58



125

They found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers.

For Reflection
1.  Why did Jesus’ parents go to Jerusalem every year?
2. What do you think Jesus meant when He asked, “Did you not know that I 

must be in My Father’s house?”
3. Where can we find Jesus today? What does He say to us?

Words to Remember
[In Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Colossians 2:3

The Boy Jesus at the Temple1

Luke 2
Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 

Passover.2 And when He was twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom. When the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing 
Him to be in the group,3 they went a day’s journey, but then they began 
to search for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. When they 
did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for Him.

After three days, they found Him in the temple, sitting among 
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who 
heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. When 
His parents saw Him, they were astonished.4 His mother said to Him, 
“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, Your father and I have been 
searching for You in great distress.”

He said to them, “Why were you looking for Me? Did you not 
know that I must be in My Father’s house?”

They did not understand the saying that He spoke to them. And 
He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive 
to them. His mother treasured up all these things in her heart. Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in stature5 and in favor with6 God and man.

 
 

Explanatory Notes
1This is the only story in the Bible which tells us something about the Savior 
while He was a boy of school age in Nazareth. 2One of three great Jewish fes-
tivals, also known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 3People who had traveled 
with them. 4Did not know what to think. 5Age. 6Was deeply loved by.
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“This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

For Reflection
1. Describe the appearance and work of John.
2. The three Persons of the Trinity can be clearly identified at Jesus’ 

Baptism. Explain.
3. Jesus came to “fulfill all righteousness,” or do God’s will. This includes His 

death. Why did He have to die? (See verse in “Words to Remember.”)

Words to Remember
For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

The Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3; Mark 1
In those days, John the Baptist1 came preaching in the wilderness2 

of Judea, “Repent,3 for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he 
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His 
paths straight.’ ”

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts4 and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and 
all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized 
by him. John would have prevented5 Him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by You, and do You come to me?”

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for 
us to fulfill all righteousness.”6 Then he consented.

When Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of 
God descending7 like a dove8 and coming to rest on Him; and behold, a 
voice9 from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.”

 

Explanatory Notes
1John the Baptist was Jesus’ forerunner, who prepared His way. Jesus was about 
thirty years old and ready to make Himself known as the Savior. 2The region 
along the Jordan and near the Dead Sea. 3Turn from your sins. 4Grasshoppers. 
5Stopped. 6Do God’s will. 7Coming down. 8Representing the gentleness, peace, 
and purity of the Holy Spirit. 9The voice of God the Father.
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“Worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.”

For Reflection
1. What did Jesus use in response to the devil’s temptation?
2. Jesus resisted the devil’s power. What does this show us about Jesus? 
3. What does Jesus’ victory over temptation mean for us in our daily 

Christian lives? 

Words to Remember
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. Hebrews 4:15

The Temptation of Jesus1

Matthew 4
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted2 by the devil. After fasting3 forty days and forty nights, He was 
hungry. The tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”

Then the devil took Him to the holy city4 and set Him on the pin-
nacle of the temple and said to Him. “If You are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concern-
ing You,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, lest You strike 
Your foot against a stone.’ ”

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written: ‘You shall not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ ”

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. He said to Him, “All 
these I will give You, if You will fall down and worship me.”5

Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,‘You shall wor-
ship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.’ ”

Then the devil left Him, and angels came and were ministering to 
Him.

Explanatory Notes
1Jesus showed Himself to be faithful when faced with temptation, and displayed 
His qualifications to be Savior. Because He is perfect, He overcame sin and 
temptation for us, and also became a model for all believers when they are 
tempted. 2Tried, tested. 3Not eating. 4Jerusalem. 5Honor, pray to.
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Jesus said to Simon, “From now on you will be catching men.”

For Reflection
1. How did Jesus take care of the needs of the people? How does Jesus pro-

vide for our needs?
2. How did Simon Peter react to Jesus after the miracle of the large catch of fish?  
3. What new direction in life did Jesus give to Simon Peter? What new direc-

tion does Jesus bring to our lives?

Words to Remember
You have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through 
the living and abiding word of God. 1 Peter 1:23

Jesus Helps Peter Catch Fish
Luke 5
While the crowd was pressing in on Him to hear the word of God, 

Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and He saw two boats 
by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, He asked 
him to put out a little from the land. He sat down and taught the people 
from the boat.1

When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put2 out into 
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”

Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! 
But at Your word I will let down the nets.” 

When they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and 
their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, 
so that they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who 
were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 
and so also were James and John, who were partners with Simon. 

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching men.”

When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed Him.

 

Explanatory Notes
1Wherever Jesus was seen, people gathered around Him in large numbers to 
hear Him speak. The boat allowed Him to be away from the crowd, but still 
close enough to be heard. 2Row.
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Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.”

For Reflection
1. Describe Jesus’ first miracle. 
2. According to the last verse of this account, what happened as a result of 

Jesus’ miracles?
3. What does Jesus’ ability to do miracles tell you about Him?

Words to Remember
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14

Jesus Changes Water to Wine
John 2
On the third day, there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding with 
His disciples.

When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They 
have no wine.”

Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with Me? My 
hour has not yet come.”

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.”
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of puri-

fication,1 each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” They filled them up to the brim.

Jesus said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master 
of the feast.” 

When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 
and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now.”

This, the first of His signs,2 Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-
fested His glory. And His disciples believed in Him.3

Explanatory Notes
1Cleansing; see Numbers 31:23–24. 2Miracles; wonderful events produced by 
divine power. 3Their faith was strengthened, and they believed Jesus to be the 
Son of God.
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“Master, it is good that we are here.”

For Reflection
1. To be transfigured is to be changed. Describe Jesus’ transfiguration.
2. What topic did Jesus discuss with Moses and Elijah?
3. What does it mean to you that Jesus is the Son of God?

Words to Remember
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14

The Transfiguration
Matthew 17; Luke 9
After six days, Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his 

brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, 

and His clothes became white as light.
Two men were talking with Him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared 

in glory and spoke of His departure, which He was about to accomplish 
at Jerusalem. 

Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, 
but when they became fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men 
who stood with Him. 

Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us 
make three tents, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came out 
of the cloud, saying, “This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!” 
When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 

But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 
When they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
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“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down.”

For Reflection
1. What do we know about Zacchaeus?
2. How did Zacchaeus show that he had become a follower of Jesus?
3. How do you know that Jesus came to earth to save you? 

Words to Remember
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15

Zacchaeus
Luke 19
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. There was a man 

named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector1 and was rich. He was 
seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd, he could 
not, because he was small. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see Him, for Jesus was about to pass that way.

When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”

He hurried down and received Him joyfully.
When they2 saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the 

guest of a man who is a sinner.”3

Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 
goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded4 anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold.”

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation5 has come to this house, since 
he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man6 came to seek and to 
save the lost.”

 
 

Explanatory Notes
1Tax collectors were hated by most people because many of them were dis-
honest. 2The self-righteous, judgmental people, especially the teachers of the 
law and Pharisees. 3Jesus very often showed Himself as the friend of sinners, 
mercifully accepting them as people of God because of their faith in Him. The 
scribes and Pharisees objected to this mercy of Jesus. 4Cheated. 5Great blessing 
through the forgiveness of sins. 6Jesus.

73   The New Testament

152

The New Testament   73



155

“Rejoice with me!”

For Reflection
1. What criticism led Jesus to tell parables about the lost sheep and lost coin?
2. What do the shepherd and the woman do in the stories? Why do they 

rejoice?
3. Are you one of the lost sheep our Shepherd came to find? Why or why not?

Words to Remember
“For thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I, I Myself will search for My sheep and 
will seek them out.” Ezekiel 34:11

The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin1

Luke 15
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 

Him. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats2 with them.”

Jesus told them this parable:
“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after 
the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders, rejoicing. When he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance.”

“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, 
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she 
finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.”

Explanatory Notes
1This and the following four stories (Luke 15:3–16:9) are called parables. They 
are stories about everyday and ordinary events. But Jesus used parables to teach 
about God and His kingdom. Parables are often called earthly stories with 
heavenly meanings. 2Jesus had accepted invitations to their houses and eaten 
meals there, which went against Jewish custom.
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His father saw him and felt compassion.

For Reflection
1. What words would you use to describe the father in the story?
2.  Much like the lost son, we don’t deserve to be called children of our 

heavenly Father. Why?
3. What did our heavenly Father do for us so that we might live as His children?

Words to Remember
Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents. Luke 15:10

The Lost1 Son
Luke 15
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. And the 

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of prop-
erty that is coming to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 

“Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property 
in reckless living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine2 arose, 
and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country. He was longing to be fed with the pods that 
the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

“But when he came to himself,3 he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ’ And he arose 
and came to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran to him. The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,4 and put 
it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring 
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.’

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. He said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf.’ 

“But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out, but 
he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and 
I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, 
that I might celebrate with my friends.’ He said, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate, for this 
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ”

Explanatory Notes
1This parable is sometimes called “The Prodigal Son.” 2Shortage of food. 
3Realizing he had done wrong. 4A white embroidered garment, worn on special 
occasions.

75   The New Testament

156

The New Testament   75



159

“For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.”

For Reflection
1. What sin does Jesus’ story warn against?
2. What does it mean to seek God’s kingdom?
3.  What does Jesus also promise to those who seek His kingdom? 

Words to Remember
Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you. Matthew 6:33

The Foolish Rich Man
Luke 12
Jesus said to His disciples, “Take care, and be on your guard 

against all covetousness;1 for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions.” 

And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man pro-
duced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops.’

“He said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. I will say to my 
soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.” ’

“But God said to him, ‘Fool!2 This night your soul is required of 
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’

“So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God.”

Then Jesus said to His disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not be 
anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what 
you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. Instead, seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to 
you.”

Explanatory Notes
1Selfish desire to have more and more money and possessions. 2God speaks His 
word of judgment.
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Two men went up into the temple to pray.

For Reflection
1. Which of the two men evidenced faith in God, trusting in His grace and 

goodness for salvation?
2. How do we know that God listened to the prayer of the tax collector? 
3. What Good News does God have for all who are burdened by sin? 

Words to Remember
For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  
Romans 3:28

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18
Jesus told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves 

that they were righteous1 and treated others with contempt:
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee2 and the 

other a tax collector.3 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers,4 or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes 
of all that I get.’

“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,5 saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!’

“I tell you, this man went down to his house justified,6 rather than 
the other. For everyone who exalts7 himself will be humbled,8 but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

 

Explanatory Notes
1Being just and holy before God. 2One of the religious leaders, who considered 
themselves righteous by their works. 3Considered by most people as being very 
low and dishonest. 4People who sin against the Sixth Commandment and mar-
riage. 5Struck with his hand as a sign of sorrow. 6With his sins forgiven. 7Thinks 
himself better than others. 8Brought low.
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“Who is my neighbor?”

For Reflection
1. Which words summarize the Law of God that Jesus perfectly lived in our 

place in order to earn heaven for us?
2. Who is our neighbor? Give examples that show how to be a Christian 

neighbor.
3. Which of the characters in this story reminds us most of Jesus? Why?

Words to Remember
We love because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19

The Good Samaritan
Luke 10
A lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read 

it?”
He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you 
will live.”

But the lawyer, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who 
is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and depart-
ed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that 
road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise 
a Levite,1 when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. But a Samaritan,2 as he journeyed, came to where he was, 
and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound 
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own 
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next 
day, he took out two denarii3 and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 
‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when 
I come back.’

“Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to 
the man who fell among the robbers?”

The lawyer said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Explanatory Notes
1Another type of priest. 2Man from Samaria, who was considered an outcast. 
3Two days’ wages, which would keep a man up to two months in an inn.
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“Hosanna in the highest!”

For Reflection
1. What Old Testament prophecy did Jesus fulfill in this account?
2. How did the people worship Jesus?
3. How and why do we worship Jesus today?

Words to Remember
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King 
of glory may come in. Psalm 24:7

The Triumphal Entry1

Matthew 21
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 

the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go 
into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will 
send them at once.”

This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,2 saying 
“Say to the Daughter of Zion,3 ‘Behold, your King is coming to you,  
humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal4 of a beast of 
burden.’ ”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He 
sat on them.

Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna5 to 
the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!”

 

Explanatory Notes
1Jesus was now on His way to Jerusalem, where He was about to begin His great 
suffering that ended in His death on the cross for our salvation. 2See Zechariah 
9:9. 3The city of Jerusalem, which stands for the Christian Church. 4The young. 
5Hosanna is Hebrew for “Save us!” which became an exclamation of praise.
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“He will sit on His glorious throne.”

For Reflection
1. Who will come before Jesus and the holy angels on Judgment Day?
2. By what evidence will Jesus identify those who have lived by faith in Him? 
3. The people on the King’s right showed mercy to those less fortunate than 

they. How has Jesus shown mercy to us? 

Words to Remember
For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:11

The Last Judgment
Matthew 25
Jesus said: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 

angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. Before Him 
will be gathered all the nations,1 and He will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place 
the sheep on His right, but the goats on the left.

“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by My Father, inherit2 the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, 
I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was in 
prison and you came to Me.’

“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When 
did we see You a stranger and welcome You, or naked and clothe You? 
When did we see You sick or in prison and visit You?’

“The King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me.’

“Then He will say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I 
was hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you gave Me no 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome Me, naked and you did 
not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

“Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to You?’

“He will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 

“And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.”

 

Explanatory Notes
1All people, both living and dead. 2Because you are My children, receive the 
share I promised you.
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“This is My body. This is My blood.”

For Reflection
1. Tell how Judas turned his back on Jesus.
2.  Jesus and His disciples assembled to eat the Passover meal. Compare the 

Passover meal with the new meal Jesus gave to His followers. What does 
Jesus give us through the Lord’s Supper?

3. Why did Jesus give His body and blood? How did He do it?

Words to Remember
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

The Lord’s Supper1

Matthew 26; Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11
Jesus said to His disciples, “You know that after two days the 

Passover2 is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered3 up to be 
crucified.”

Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to 
the chief priests and said, “What will you give me if I deliver Him over 
to you?”4 And they paid him thirty pieces of silver.5 From that moment, 
he sought an opportunity to betray Him.

Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover 
for us, that we may eat it.” They went and prepared the Passover. When 
the hour6 came, Jesus reclined at table, and the apostles with Him. And 
He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer.”

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it, 
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 
body.” And He took a cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is My blood of the 
covenant7 which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

 
 

Explanatory Notes
1This and the following seven stories are an account of the Savior’s Passion, 
relating the events that happened from late Thursday afternoon of Holy Week 
till Saturday evening. 2The Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth day of the 
first month, called Nisan (about March–April). 3Secretly given up to the enemy. 
4“I will see that He falls into your hands.” 5About four months’ wages. 6Evening. 
7God’s solemn pledge and agreement to save His people in the coming Messiah 
(see Jeremiah 31:31–34).
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