
Blessed are your eyes, for they see, 

and your ears, for they hear. 

MATTHEW 13:16
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To my parents, who raised me in the Word of God and services of the Church.
M. M.

For my mom, who taught me that a prayer is a form of love.
M. A. 

MARY J. MOERBE

  

PICTURES BY MARTHA AVILÉS

  



Have you considered that one of the reasons we 
teach our children to listen to us is so they learn to 
listen to their heavenly Father? The small, ordinary 
ways we parent reflect the larger blessings of God. 
We speak, clean, clothe, and feed, and in a literal 
sense, we bring our children to church, where God 
comes to us. He speaks, cleans, clothes with the very 
righteousness of Christ, and feeds with the body and 
blood of Christ.

When little children attend church every week, 
the service becomes familiar and soothing to them. 
This book helps explain what is happening there so 
you can help your child learn to participate with 
respectful behavior and proper responses. Start by 
simply reading the rhyming text in this book. As 
your child grows, you can add hand actions or an 
age-appropriate lesson. And as your child’s attention 
span lengthens, you can use the in-sanctuary tips (on 
pages 28 and 29) to further his or her understanding 
of the blessings and benefits of worship. 

This book is not intended to be read during 
church. Instead, the most effective time to read it is 
during the week, especially on Saturday, to help pre-
pare your little one for Sunday morning worship. You 
can also “play” church during the week—listen to a 
seasonal hymn, review the parts of the service in the 
hymnal, and practice sitting, standing, being quiet.

Use the “In-Sanctuary Tips” and “Teaching 
Moments” on the last pages of this book to 
help guide your child’s learning about the 
worship service and about why we do what we 
do in church.

To make Sunday mornings go more smoothly, 
consider getting to your pew a little early to settle 
in. Resist the urge to sit in the back of the sanctuary 
and, instead, sit closer to the front. Toddlers are qui-
eter and more attentive to the service when they can 
see the pastor and when there are fewer distractions.

Before the service begins, remind your child 
what to expect (sitting, standing, praying), what will 
happen in the service (“be good with our ears”), 
and why we come (“to receive God’s gifts”). Practice 
whispering. 

If your child is going through a noisy phase or 
if you have a child with special needs, you are not 
alone! In fact, by regular church attendance, you may 
be modeling behavior for the rest of your family as 
well as for others. Resist the urge to take your child 
out of the service (removal should not be a reward 
for the child). If anyone suggests something negative 
about your little one’s behavior, a possible response 
can be, “God wants children to be in church.” Such 
responses are also helpful to children, who may see 
various types of behavior around them and get a 
clearer picture of the Body of Christ.

Remember that no matter what is heard or 
missed in the service, God’s Word strengthens you 
all. Squeals and cries during church not only send 
older parents down memory lane, but they also serve 
as reminders to everyone that the same God, present 
in His Word, is the God who gives, welcomes, bless-
es, and saves infants and children! 

Truly, it is a beautiful thing when a child realizes 
that he or she can pray, sing, and respond along with 
the rest of the children of God! Even if your little one 
asks, “When will church be over?” you can know that 
as long as pastor is up front, there are still blessings 
to receive. Blessings from God last forever—even if 
you haven’t been able to listen to much of the ser-
vice. So church is never really over; it comes home 
right along with us!

Thanks be to Christ!

 The Author
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Whisper, whisper, like the wind.
Whisper the /w/ sounds by blowing breath through the wh and w.

Hear the music. Let’s begin.
Cup a hand to your ear. Make an open book with your hands.

Whisper, whisper, here God gives
Clasp your hands into the shape of a church; make a steeple with your index fingers. 

All we need for faith to live.
Pump hands against heart like a heartbeat.

 Ÿ  T E A C H I N G  M O M E N T

Being quiet in church shows  
a reverence for where we are 

—a place to worship the Lord. 
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