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For Benjamin, Timothy, Miriam, and Sarah,  
for whom this book was written.



Apostles’ Creed: The word “creed” comes 
from the Latin word credo, which means “I believe.” As 
Lutherans, we confess three ecumenical, or universal, 
creeds: the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and 
the Athanasian Creed. Many Christians all over the 
world confess these creeds. The Apostles’ Creed is the 
oldest of the three. It briefly states our beliefs as taught 
in the Bible. There are three sections, or “articles,” in 
the Apostles’ Creed, each of which focuses on one 
person of the Holy Trinity. The First Article describes 

the work of God the Father, the Creator of all things. 
The Second Article describes the work of the Second 
Person of the Holy Trinity, Jesus. This article focuses 
on the work of redemption, or salvation, which Jesus 
accomplished for us by His death and resurrection. 
The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed directs us 
to God the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies us, or makes 
us holy. We confess this creed or the Nicene Creed 
together in church every week as a declaration of our 
beliefs.

is for Apostles’ Creed, written long ago
To simply state what we believe, that we  

       in faith may grow.



In Baptism, 
our letter  

a miracle 
takes place

As water 
and God’s 
Word make 
one a child 
of God by 
grace.

Baptism: Baptism is a sacrament. A sacrament 
is a saving gift that is instituted (begun) by God, 
combines God’s Word with a visible element, and 
gives the forgiveness of sins. Jesus Himself instituted 
Holy Baptism by commanding His disciples to “go . . 
. and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). When someone is baptized, 
the pastor baptizes him or her in the name of the 
Triune God. While doing so, the pastor pours water, 
the visible element, on the head of the person receiving 

Baptism. Baptism has tremendous power. Because 
of the Word and promises of God, Baptism works 
forgiveness of sins and grants eternal salvation. Many 
Lutherans were baptized as babies. We believe that 
infants are included in God’s command to baptize “all 
nations.” Likewise, we believe that we are all born sinful 
and therefore need God’s forgiveness. The promises 
of Baptism apply to babies, children, and adults alike. 
For babies and children, the tradition of assigning 
godparents, or sponsors, helps encourage the baptized 
child to continue in his or her God-given faith.

In Baptism, 
our letter  

a miracle 
takes place.

As God’s 
Word and 
water makes 
you a child 
of God by 
grace.



Catechism: Martin Luther wrote his Small 
Catechism in 1529 as a way to teach the Christian 
faith. He wrote questions and answers for the Six 
Chief Parts of the catechism: the Ten Commandments, 
the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, 
Confession, and Communion (the Sacrament of 
the Altar). Luther also included daily prayers and a 
table of duties for Christians in their various walks 
of life. The Small Catechism is a summary of what 
the Bible teaches, and it is taught to students before 
they are confirmed. Confirmation is a rite in which 
individuals “confirm” that they know and believe what 

the Church teaches and are ready for full membership 
in the congregation. Confirmands—students who are 
preparing for confirmation—are usually required to 
memorize the catechism. Families are encouraged to 
use the catechism in devotional time together, and 
all Christians are encouraged to learn it by heart. 
Luther himself envisioned families teaching these 
words to their children. He encourages us in the Small 
Catechism preface to “teach [the children] first of all 
the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
et cetera, according to the text, word for word, so that 
they can repeat it after you and commit it to memory.”

Catechism 
is our  

written for 
our gain,

As Luther 
wrote of  
Six Chief 
Parts, the 
Scriptures  
to explain.



Martin Luther: Born in 1483, Luther 
has had a tremendous impact on the history of 
Christianity. He started out as a Roman Catholic monk 
but soon realized the teachings of that church body 
had become so burdened by man-made rules that 
there was little room for the Gospel. He viewed God 
as harsh and punishing until he started studying the 
Bible himself. There, he discovered the truth that God 
forgives sin and loves us. Luther wanted to reform the 
religious teachings of the church of his day to bring 
this comfort to the people and to reverse the abuses 
that had crept into the church’s teaching. He made 
his Ninety-Five Theses (his list of statements) public 

on October 31, 1517. For the rest of his life, Luther 
worked hard to bring the pure Gospel to the people. 
He translated the Bible into German so the people in 
his country could read it for themselves, and he wrote 
the Small Catechism and other books to explain the 
doctrines of Holy Scripture. He was told many times 
to recant, or deny and withdraw, his teachings. He 
replied that unless he was convinced by Scripture, 
he would not change his beliefs. Eventually he was 
excommunicated, or removed, from the Roman 
Catholic Church. But Luther always remained a devout 
believer in Jesus. He died in 1546.

Martin  
Luther is our  

a man by God  
made bold.

“Here I stand,” 
his famous vow,  
“God’s teachings  
I do hold.”     



Nicene Creed: The Nicene Creed is so 
named because this statement of belief was adopted 
in Nicaea in the year 325. It was the church’s response 
to false teachings about Jesus. These false teachings 
denied the deity, or divinity, of Christ. A man named 
Arius was teaching that Jesus was a created being, and 
therefore slightly less than the Father. This heresy, 
or false teaching about God, threatened people’s 
understanding of the Trinity and had the potential 

to lead people away from the Christian faith. The 
council that convened at Nicaea reaffirmed the 
biblical teaching of the Trinity: one God in three equal 
persons. Jesus is rightly confessed as “God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father.” There is 
no question that Jesus is indeed God. Lutherans often 
confess the Nicene Creed together in church during 
services with Holy Communion.

is for the Nicene Creed. Jesus is God’s Son.
This creed explains that we believe in God, the Three-in-One.



Office of the Keys: Every Divine Service 
includes Confession and Absolution, when we 
confess our sins and are assured by the pastor that 
God forgives our sins through Jesus. We use the 
term “Office of the Keys” for this special authority 
given to pastors to forgive sins in Christ’s stead, or on 
His behalf. It is called this because pastors have the 
responsibility given to them by Christ, through the 

call at his church, to unlock the gates of heaven to 
penitent sinners through forgiveness, but to withhold 
forgiveness from those who do not repent. To the 
unrepentant, the gates of heaven remain locked. This 
is done in accordance with Jesus’ command to His 
disciples in John 20:23: “If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness 
from any, it is withheld.”

The Office  
of the Keys is  

We have this 
guarantee

That pastors  
pardon all our 
sins by Christ’s 
authority.



Pastors: Pastors are a vital part of the church’s 
ministry. These men traditionally go through four 
years of training at a seminary before they are called 
and ordained into the Office of the Holy Ministry. 
A Lutheran pastor is called by a congregation to be 
their shepherd, a responsibility not to be taken lightly. 
Pastors are charged with the spiritual care of those in 
their congregation. Spiritual care includes preaching 
and teaching, leading worship, officiating at weddings 
and funerals, and praying with and for the members 
of his congregation and community. Lutheran pastors 

have a “Word and Sacrament ministry,” which means 
they are to boldly preach the truths of God’s Word 
and to administer the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Holy Communion. When a pastor is ordained into the 
ministry or is installed at a particular congregation, he 
vows to remain faithful to the teachings of the Bible 
and to the Lutheran Confessions. These Confessions 
express Lutheran doctrine as found in the Word of 
God. Those who are members of a congregation should 
pray regularly for their pastor, asking God to help him 
carry out the duties of his office faithfully and joyfully.

is for our 
Pastors. 
These men by 
God are sent

To carry  
out the  
ministry of 
Word and 
Sacrament.
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