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The  
Christmas  
Story

For many years God 
promised a Savior. He gave 
this promise through many 
prophets. Then the time came 
for God to fulfill His promise. 
It was just the right time.

This is Joseph and Mary. 
They know the Savior  
is coming. They know He  
will be great. But they do not 
know how He will come, how 
He will appear. Do you know 
how the Savior will appear? 
That’s the next part of the 
story. I wonder . . . what will 
God do?
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The Birth  
of John Foretold
Luke 1

In the days of Herod, king of Judea,  
there was a priest named Zechariah.  
And he had a wife from the daughters  
of Aaron. Her name was Elizabeth. They  
were both righteous before God. They kept 
all the commandments of the Lord. But they 
had no child. For they were both old.

Now Zechariah was serving as priest 
before God. He was chosen to enter  
the temple of the Lord. There he burned 
incense. A large group of people were 
praying outside. And there appeared  
to him an angel of the Lord. The angel  
stood on the right side of the altar.  
And Zechariah was afraid when he saw him.

But the angel said, “Do not be afraid. 
Your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will have a son. You shall call his 
name John. And you will have joy. 
For he will be great before the Lord. He  
will be filled with the Holy Spirit. And he 
will turn many of the children of Israel  
to the Lord their God.”
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Zechariah said, “How shall I know this? 
For I am an old man. My wife is old too.”

And the angel said, “I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God. I bring you this good 
news. And behold, you will not be able  
to speak until the day that these things  
take place. For you did not believe my 
words.”

The people were waiting for Zechariah. 
They were wondering at his delay in the 
temple. And when he came out, he was not 
able to speak to them. And they knew that 
he had seen a vision in the temple. And he 
kept making signs to them. For he could  
not talk.

And when his time of service was 
ended, he went home.

Soon Elizabeth 
conceived. She said, 
“The Lord has done  
this for me.” 

Ask
Who surprised 
Zechariah  
in the temple?
What good 
news did he tell 
Zechariah?
What happened  
to Zechariah?

Do
Try using your 
hands to talk. Give 
someone a message 
using signs.
How would you say, 
“I saw an angel”?

Pray
Heavenly Father,  
thank You  
for sending  
Your angel  
to Zechariah 
with good  
news. Help me 
believe the Good 
News that Jesus  
is my Savior. 
Amen.



The Birth  
of Jesus Foretold
Luke 1

The angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a city of Galilee. The city was named 
Nazareth. Gabriel came to a virgin. She was 
promised to marry a man whose name was 
Joseph. He was of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary.

The angel said, “Greetings, O favored  
one. The Lord is with you!”

But Mary was troubled at the saying.  
She did not understand what sort of 
greeting this might be.

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary. For you have found favor with God. 
Behold! You will conceive and have a 
Son. And you shall call His name 
Jesus. He will be great. He will be 
called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give Him 
the throne. He will rule forever. 
His kingdom will never end.”

virgin

favored

conceive





7

Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, 
since I am a virgin?”

The angel said, “The Holy Spirit  
will come upon you. The power of  
the Most High will do this. So the child  
will be called holy—the Son of God.

“Behold! Your relative Elizabeth, who  
is old, is also going to have a baby. Nothing 
will be impossible with God.”

Mary said, “Behold! I am the servant  
of the Lord. Let it be done according  
to your word.”

Then the angel left. 

Ask
What did the angel 
say to Mary?
What did Mary say 
to the angel?

Do
Mary was the 
mother of Jesus. 
She lived  
in Nazareth.
What is your 
mother’s name? 
Find out where 
she lived when you 
were born.

Pray
Heavenly Father, 
You chose Mary  
to be the mother  
of Jesus, my Savior. 
Thank You  
for choosing me 
to be Your child. 
Amen. 




