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Dear Parents,
“Come Lord Jesus. . . . ” “Come, oh come, Emmanuel. . . . ”  

“Thy kingdom come. . . . ” We pray often that Christ comes to us.  
In the Lord’s Supper, through His called and ordained servant,  
He does just that.

The Jesus who comes to us in Holy Communion is not the ethe-
real Jesus, the feelings-in-the-heart kind of Jesus. It is not a symbolic 
Christ. This Jesus places His real self in the bread and wine— 
real presence—for us. This is God in the reality of His Word and the 
tangible elements providing us with forgiveness, renewal, and strength.

In our traditions, young children do not receive the Lord’s 
Supper, but they often have questions about it, finding it a mysterious 
and curious ritual.

Even little ones can learn about the special reality that Jesus still 
does very real things for us. Many congregations invite children to 

come to the altar with their parents. This allows the youngest  
members an up-close look at the Sacrament and teaches them  
the ritual long before they participate in it. In this way, parents and 
church alike teach children about the divine service, fulfilling an 
important vow made at the child’s Baptism, that we “provide for  
his further instruction in the Christian faith, his baptismal grace  
and in communion with the Church.”

Our Savior invites us to His table regardless of our state.  
We come to the altar as sinful people. We leave wrapped in His grace 
and filled with the PEACE that comes only from knowing His mercy 
and from being certain of His promises.

We don’t know when Jesus will come again in the flesh or  
when He will call us to be with Him. Nevertheless, until then He 
comes to be with us in this very real way. “Come, Lord Jesus . . . ”  
and He does!
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Where is this written?
The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks . . .
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Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things,  
but the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.”
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How can bodily eating and drinking do  
such great things?




