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A developing child also needs other loving adults. Parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, and caregivers individually and collectively 
contribute to the development of our children. Among those people are 
the Godparents we choose, people like us who are dedicated to bringing up 
our child in the nurture and admonition of the Word of God.

It is our parental responsibility to bring our child forward to be  
baptized. God commands it. It is also our great joy because Baptism is not 
about what we do—it is about what God does. It is through the washing 
and renewal of water and Word that our child’s sins are  forgiven  and  
faith is created, once and for all.

Beyond our own parenting efforts, our love and care are surpassed 
only by that given by God in His Word and Sacraments. Although we are 
sinners, we are saints as well, made righteous through the work of Christ. 
Thanks be to God!

Dear Parents,
When we see our babies for the first time, it’s almost impossi-

ble to comprehend the concept of  ORIGINAL SIN  in them. Yet it’s 
there. Babies seem to be completely innocent; nevertheless, they are 
guilty of sin that separates them from a loving God.

Once and for all, Jesus overcame that separation. He went to 
the cross and took upon Himself the punishment for sin, original and 
otherwise. Now we can freely and confidently confess that we believe 
in one Baptism for the remission of sins and in life everlasting. As St. 
Paul said in Romans 6:3–5, “all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death … in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life … united with Him in His resurrection.”

From the moment we know about them, even in the months 
before they are born, we joyfully do all we can to care for our children 
so they grow physically and emotionally into

      people.
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Third
How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the 
water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this 
word of God in the water.
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For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism.  
But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water,  
rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,  
as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three.
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