
C O N C O R D I A

THE 

German
BOOK OF  

Concord
DRESDEN

1580



Published 2025 by Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1-800-325-3040 • cph.org

Preface © 2025 Concordia Publishing House

Original document published 1580 by Matthes Stöckel and 
Gimel Bergen, Dresden, Germany.

Page scans are taken from Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, http:// 
resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/SBB0000F0B300000000. 

The quotation from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, second 
edition, is © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Brackets from Concordia.

Manufactured in China

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10       34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25



Preface

What you are holding is no ordinary reprint 
of an early modern text, beautiful for its 
binding and the historical character of its 

interior but otherwise interesting only to professors trying 
to add some life to their courses. If it were only that, this in-
troduction could just list the few editorial decisions made 
along the way. Nothing more would be needed, except to 
recommend its ornate title page to you. But this book is 
much more than that.

It is the Concordia, the “one-hearted” expression of 
faith that formed the confessional foundation for the Lu-
theran Church in the sixteenth century and beyond. In the 
United States, many institutions carry the name Concordia, 
hearkening back to this volume: the Concordia universities, 
the two Concordia seminaries, and Concordia Publishing 
House. The word points to the unity of faith that the con-
fessional documents within these pages aim to preserve. 
They are not lifeless, because they are based in the living 
Word of God and because they live on the lips of all those 
Lutherans—at the Concordia institutions and beyond—
who boldly and joyfully speak them, commit to adhere to 
them, and seek to translate them into the lives of Christ’s 
dear children. Of course, this book is in German, and that 
requires some explanation.

The Lutheran Church’s commitment to the Lutheran 
Confessions is expressed in the act of confessional subscrip-
tion, by which the pastors and teachers of the church bind 
themselves to the doctrines of the evangelical Lutheran 



Church as they have been historically believed, taught, and 
confessed on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. These pastors 
and teachers subscribe not merely to the Holy Scriptures in 
whatever interpretation (which inevitably treats the Scrip-
tures like a wax nose, as though they could be shaped at the 
interpreter’s whim) but to this specific interpretation. That 
act of subscription, which today occurs most prominently 
in Lutheran ordinations, is most pronounced in the final 
pages of this volume, which contain a list of some eight 
thousand subscribers. That is unity of faith and confession! 
It attests to intense study of the Scriptures and to the es-
chewal of doctrinal and practical innovations that, however 
well seeming, weaken this unity, this concordia.

That subscription was attached to the 1580 German 
Book of Concord, published in Dresden—this very volume. 
Confessional subscription since has been modeled there-
upon, and the collection of documents has not changed, 
although the subscriber more often knows the documents 
through translation into English or another language. 
So this German-language text attests to the beginning of 
Lutheran confessional subscription.

The original subscription to a particular set of docu-
ments means that certain historical facts come to bear. The 
documents contained herein (the three Ecumenical Creeds, 
the Augsburg Confession and its Apology, the Smalcald Ar-
ticles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, 
the Small and Large Catechisms, and the Epitome and Solid 
Declaration of the Formula of Concord, as well as the Cat-
alog of Testimonies in an appendix) are not original publi-
cations but ones compiled after more than half a century of 
confession in preaching and teaching. This compendium is 
a snapshot taken in 1580, not precisely reflected in critical 
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