
Praise for  
Seminex in Print

No other event of the last century, including changes of policy about sexuality in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, shook and rearranged the trajectory of North 
American Lutheranism as did the conflict over the inerrancy of Scripture and the third 
use of the Law in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in the 1970s. This exhaustive 
bibliography will serve as the definitive go-to resource about this conflict for decades 
to come.
Mark Mattes
Lutheran Bible Institute Chair in Bible and Theology, Grand View University, Des Moines, Iowa

This is a wonderful and much-needed book! This bibliography of materials on the Seminex 
episode in American Lutheran history is an invaluable service to the field, and David Berger 
is to be commended for his accomplishment. The definitive historical work on this era 
has yet to be written, but with this bibliography it is much more likely that such a volume 
eventually will be produced. Kudos to Berger and to the Concordia Historical Institute for 
this important new volume.
Mark Granquist
Lloyd and Annelotte Svendsbye Professor of the History of Christianity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Seminex in Print is a remarkable achievement serving to index books, occasional papers, 
articles from both the religious and secular press, and other documents reflecting both 
sides of the controversy.  It is an indispensable guide for research. Those who want to 
understand the dynamics that led to theological and institutional conflict and, finally, the 
shift of direction within The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod will find in this volume a 
useful resource. 
John T. Pless
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Bibliography lays the foundation for all historical research. Berger’s meticulous work 
demonstrates the librarian’s knowledge of the nooks and crannies in which relevant 
documents may lie hidden. His sensitive sleuthing for related publications has created a 
vademecum for all future historians who wish to explore the critical events surrounding the 
founding of Seminex and the larger ecclesiastical environment in which the developments 
of 1974 took place. “Berger” will become the handbook to which countless students 
and scholars turn for gathering the primary sources for their studies of the critical events 
surrounding the divide within The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, which reflected 
trends of the times in the wider North American church landscape.
Robert Kolb
Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis



Although I only touched on the split in a peripheral way in my dissertation, A Tale of Two 
Synods, I would have welcomed a volume such as this. Seminex in Print provides helpful 
but brief introductions, a time line, and sources from a wide variety of publications and 
perspectives. Especially on this topic, secondary sources written on the source have frequently 
been supportive of one side or the other. The balance in this volume will give later historians 
a better chance to evaluate all the information and arrive at their own conclusions.
Mark Braun
Retired professor, Wisconsin Lutheran College, Milwaukee

Seminex in Print is an indispensable tool for examining one of the most significant turning 
points in American Christianity of the twentieth century. With a distinguished career as 
a research librarian and archivist at Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, David O. Berger 
has produced a meticulously detailed bibliography documenting the broad range of 
sources available in various media forms pertaining to the controversy among Lutherans 
in the 1960s and 1970s. This is an immensely helpful resource for historians, theologians, 
librarians, and archivists seeking to investigate the key questions involved in this critical 
period in church history.
Gerhard Bode
Associate Professor of Historical Theology, Seminary Archivist, Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis
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The Concordia Historical Institute 
Monograph Series

Concordia Historical Institute has always been driven to trumpet the historical 
treasures that it has been called to steward. Only months after its incorporation in 
1927, the Institute began publishing historical articles and notices in its Quarterly. A 
year later a nationwide campaign began to finance the building of a museum. Major 
building projects to enhance the sharing of the growing number of books, documents, 
photographs, artifacts, audiovisual material, and fine art were undertaken in 1951 and 
again in 1978. A museum housing a permanent display of the history of the Missouri 
Synod was dedicated in 2009.

Under the belief that Concordia Historical Institute is called to treasure and 
trumpet Christ’s redeeming work in the life of the Lutheran Church, this monograph 
series has been established to broadcast pertinent historical materials necessary for 
meaningful historical study, research, and discussion.

Concordia Historical Institute is thankful for the support expressed by many 
historians, archivists, and church leaders—especially the members of the Institute—for 
this intentional effort to advance the study of Lutheranism in North America.

Special funding for this volume has been made possible by the Eugene E. and 
Nell S. Fincke Memorial Trust; in thankfulness for this gift, this book is produced to the 
glory of God and in honor of Ewald J. Otto, Edwin C. Weber, Charles H. Burmeister, 
Alfred W. Briel, and Walter C. Dissen—majority members who served on the 
Concordia Seminary Board of Control at the time of the “walkout.”

Daniel N. Harmelink, Series Editor
John C. Wohlrabe Jr., Lawrence R. Rast Jr., John W. Sias, Associate Editors
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Photograph by Paul Ockrassa

Concordia Seminary students gather after the “walkout” on February 18, 1974.
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Foreword

Mark A. Noll

This remarkably thorough bibliography opens a wide door to anyone concerned about 
one of the most dramatic moments in the recent history of North American Christianity. 
The formation of Seminex in early 1974 by students and faculty departing from the LCMS’s 
Concordia Seminary (Saint Louis) came after several years of escalating tension. The 
many levels represented by that tension underscored the devisive character of Seminex’s 
founding and the subsequent rearrangement of American Lutheranism that this founding 
helped precipitate. Although popular media focused on the leading personalities involved, 
much more was in play. How should confessional standards inherited from the European 
Reformation function in circumstances greatly altered from Martin Luther’s day? Which 
aspects of modern biblical scholarship could be constructively incorporated into historic 
Lutheranism? Where in the American landscape would Lutherans find their most helpful 
partners for conversation, counsel, and cooperation? Would forces of cohesion keep 
American Lutherans together as German and Scandinavian heritages continued to fade? 
Was there a distinctive contribution that Lutherans could make to the cause of the Gospel in 
the United States and to American civic life?

By providing so much useful information on the history of Seminex, this bibliography 
also illuminates the first-order questions that lurked in the background as Missouri leaders 
squared off against each other. The value of Seminex in Print for Lutheran scholars, pastors, 
and interested laity is obvious. But it should also be useful for non-Lutherans like myself 
who, as an example, have learned much from trying to understand why Samuel Schmucker 
and C. F. W. Walther chose the contrasting paths they pursued in the nineteenth century. 
Or how, as faithful confessional Lutherans, Walter Maier and Oswald Hoffmann could 
contribute so much to the general Christian cause in the twentieth century. By seeing more 
clearly how Lutherans involved in the complex Seminex drama sought to understand the 
Gospel, honor the historical Lutheran Confessions, and act responsibly in the modern 
situation, all readers should be aided to themselves understand the Gospel better, increase 
their respect for believers who have gone before, and live more responsibly today.

Mark A. Noll, McAnaney Professor of History Emeritus (University of Notre Dame), is the author of The 
Old Religion in a New World:  The History of North American Christianity (Eerdmans, 2002), “America Has 
Honoured Luther—But not the Lutheran Point of View,” in Martin Luther 500 (Belfast, 2017); and other works.
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Photograph by Paul Ockrassa

Boarded-up arches under the east side of Luther Tower on the campus of Concordia Seminary, 
February 18, 1974.
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Preface

Lawrence R. Rast Jr.

“Synod’s Attic”—that’s how some have occasionally referred to Concordia 
Historical Institute. It brings up images of a dusty, cobweb-filled space into which 
people rarely venture. I know that’s not a fair description of CHI, having served on 
the Board of Governors in various capacities and at various times over the course 
of more than a quarter century now. But in one sense the “attic motif ” does hold. 
For, as is often the case in a beloved home, the attic houses the memories of the 
family. There one may find the love letters of grandparents and great-grandparents, 
family Bibles in another language that hold genealogical keys to the clan’s story, 
and photographs of known and unknown ancestors. All of these artifacts—and 
many others—invite the adventurous historian to delve into a world that is often 
only known in outline, and the details that emerge from such an engagement can 
transform understanding and life.

For those who do risk the allergens and creepy-crawling things, Concordia 
Historical Institute holds wonders aplenty to explore. Not merely an “attic”—a 
simple storage facility—CHI holds within its collections the stories of God at 
work through His people as they fulfill the Great Commission to “go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:19–20). These stories are written in broad strokes and also 
painted down to the last detail. And what they consistently reveal is God’s working 
through His Word and Sacraments as faithful, sometimes struggling, Christian 
people seek to carry out His will in challenging historical circumstances.

Making these stories available to the larger church is part of the mission of 
Concordia Historical Institute. Synod’s Bylaws tell us that CHI is “the official 
Department of Archives and History of the Synod.” As such the Synod directs it 
to “promote interest in the history of Lutheranism in America, particularly of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” and to “serve as an advisory and correlating 
agency for historical interests within the Synod and shall collect and preserve 
articles of historical value” (LCMS Handbook [2019], Bylaw 3.6.2, pages 124–26). 
One can almost hear the attic stairs creaking as we climb them at this point.
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But, again, there is more to CHI than merely collecting! For Synod also directs 
the Institute to “stimulate historical research, publish its results.” That is the 
purpose of the Concordia Historical Institute Monograph Series and specifically 
of this first volume in that series: Seminex in Print: A Comprehensive Bibliography 
of Published Material and Selected Archival Resources for Historical Research. True, 
bibliographies may not necessarily provide a life-changing, scintillating narrative. 
However, they can point the reader and researcher to those places where such 
stories may be found and motivate them to share the stories that the materials 
collected tell.

In this particular bibliography, David O. Berger, longtime librarian at 
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, catalogs the published materials produced 
in the immediate context of the conflict within the Missouri Synod in the 
1960s and 1970s. This conflict disrupted Concordia Seminary, The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and ultimately resulted in the formation of Christ 
Seminary—Seminex and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. 
Mr. Berger has painstakingly surveyed the extensive literature, organized it in a 
usable fashion, and thereby opened a window into the materials surrounding the 
conflict and the various interpretations that were offered by people affected by the 
events of this difficult period.

A collection of this sort suggests many avenues for further study, and it is the 
hope of the Editorial Committee of the CHI Monograph Series that this will lead 
many to engage the materials that eventuated in the “walkout” of February 19, 
1974, the fiftieth anniversary of which will be upon us in just a few years. But like 
any attic exploration, we may find materials that challenge our assumptions about 
these events. Stories have been told, but perhaps they have lacked detail or nuance. 
In the immediate wake of the “walkout” a spate of books appeared interpreting it. 
Now that we enjoy nearly a half century of historical distance from the emotional 
events of the mid-1970s, it is time to take up the historical challenge and to remind 
ourselves of our family’s story—difficult as that may be.

In the end, we do so knowing that historical interpretation is limited by the 
context of the interpreter him/herself. No human telling of history is the final 
word. At the same time, it is important that we struggle to tell that story in a 
faithful, well-researched, and plausible way. This volume of sources will help make 
that happen. The necessity of continuing to explore and retell the story in the years 
to come remains, even as we hold fast to God’s promise that “I am with you always, 
to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
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Introduction

Scope and Chronology
This bibliography focuses on the February 1974 student and faculty “walkout” at 

Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, and the subsequent establishment of Seminex / Christ 
Seminary—Seminex. Citations, however, frequently include related matters—
theological and practical, previous and subsequent—that cannot be divorced from 
the main events and people involved in 1974. It is impossible to examine Seminex in 
isolation. In fact, the “walkout” and the establishment of Seminex might be called the 
“Grand Symptoms” or simply the culmination of the many theological and church 
political issues roiling The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod from the 1960s into 
the 1980s. The chronological span of the bibliography is primarily the early 1970s to 
the early 1980s. (Christ Seminary—Seminex moved from Saint Louis to three other 
locations in 1983.) In publications outside Lutheran circles, interest in the controversy 
began with the 1973 LCMS convention in New Orleans, peaked at the suspension of 
President John Tietjen and the “walkout” in early 1974, and waned quickly after the 
1975 Anaheim convention. For Lutheran publications, the controversy and related 
issues held interest over a longer time span.

The actions regarding the Concordia Seminary faculty at LCMS conventions 
beginning at Milwaukee (1971) and culminating at New Orleans (1973); the “walkout” 
at Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Missouri, in February 1974; the subsequent 
creation of Seminex; and the effects of Seminex on the Missouri Synod and related 
church bodies are intricately connected via several concurrent issues that preclude 
distinct start and ending dates and clear limits of scope. The issues comprise:  

1. theological matters, such as the relationship between the Gospel and Holy Scripture, 
the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture, and use of the historical-critical method of 
biblical interpretation. Early manifestations extend back at least to questions raised about 
the teaching of several faculty members at Concordia Seminary in the late 1950s. In 
October 1960, the faculty of Concordia Seminary issued “A Statement on the Form and 
Function of the Holy Scriptures” (Concordia Theological Monthly 31:10, pages 626–27), 
which was excerpted and discussed in a “Special Report” in The Lutheran Witness (80:7, 
April 4, 1961, pages 14–22). A Counselors Conference at Valparaiso University in 
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1960 dealt in part with the emerging issues. (Concordia Publishing House published 
A Symposium of Essays and Addresses Given at the Counselors Conference, several essays of 
which focus on the relevant topics.) Several “unpublished” overtures to the 1965 LCMS 
convention singled out two Concordia Seminary faculty members for their teachings 
(Martin Scharlemann and Gilbert Thiele) and called for the removal of President Alfred 
Fuerbringer. Closer to the event, Resolutions 2-01 to 2-06 of the 1969 convention of the 
LCMS in Denver revealed continuing growing concerns for doctrinal discipline in the 
Synod. (See the Appendix for evidence of the ongoing controversy in overtures to and 
resolutions at LCMS conventions from 1962 to 1975.)

2. practical questions, such as the binding nature of the Synod’s doctrinal resolutions and 
statements as well as the matter of congregational autonomy vis-à-vis the Synod. Also in 
the air was the issue of academic freedom and how or whether it applies to a seminary 
faculty, or any Lutheran faculty, in a confessional setting. Convention adoption in 1973 
of A Statement of Scriptural and Confessional Principles served as a flash point. In Touch 
(Lutheran Faculty Federation, Valparaiso, Indiana), for example, featured articles on A 
Statement and its application to faculties at other LCMS institutions of higher education.

3. LCMS relationships with other Lutheran bodies at a time when major changes 
were taking place, such as the ordination of women and plans to adopt a common hymnal. 
More than a quarter century before, “A Statement [of the Forty-Four]” served as a 
harbinger; more recently, the LCMS had approved fellowship with the ALC in 1969.

4. the reactive creation of independent church bodies and organizations 
in the 1970s, such as Evangelical Lutherans in Mission (ELIM) and the Association of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC).

5. the publication and convention adoption of The Mission Affirmations in 
1965 and the eventual dismissal and resignations of some mission personnel around the 
time of the “walkout” and establishment of Seminex.

Relevant, but not included in this bibliography, are the culture-rending events 
of the late 1960s and the 1970s. Student activism was widespread. The atmosphere at 
Concordia Seminary was primed, for example, by a moratorium on classes in the spring 
of 1969. Student demands included an end to requiring specific Seminary IV courses 
and to the practice of sending course grades to parents.

Types of Material Included
The bibliography includes two major types of analyzed sources: published materials 

attributed to a specific author and materials that are the product of unnamed authors 
or editors. Context will guide the researcher in determining if individual entries are the 
reporting of news or editorial pieces or if they are sanctioned by individual church bodies 
or institutions. When available in the source, news articles and editorials are so identified.
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O r g a n i z a t i o n

       1. Signed materials
Major stand-alone works (books, documents, pamphlets); reviews of major books 
on the controversy; editorials and articles in periodicals; academic and conference 
papers; audiovisual productions; also archival collections (not exclusively “published” 
materials). 

 Since the issues at dispute are often dealt with in the faculty journals of the respective 
institutions—namely, Concordia Theological Monthly and Concordia Journal (Concordia 
Seminary), Currents in Theology and Mission (Seminex), and even The Spring fielder and 
Concordia Theological Quarterly (Concordia Theological Seminary)—the journals are 
selectively analyzed for articles related to the issues in dispute in the years surrounding 
the time of the “walkout.” Citations are found in 3.1 Signed Articles and Editorials.

       2. News reports and editorials, signed and unsigned
a. Official LCMS periodicals (2.1): The Lutheran Witness, Lutheran Witness Reporter, Lutheran 
Witness Reporter Edition, and Reporter.

b. Other Lutheran periodicals (2.2): The Lutheran (Lutheran Church in America), The Lutheran 
Standard (ALC), The Lutheran Layman (Lutheran Laymen’s League [an auxiliary of the 
LCMS]), The Northwestern Lutheran (WELS), The Lutheran (Lutheran Church of Australia), 
Lutherans Alert National (ALC protest group), and The Lutheran Spokesman (CLC).

c. Assorted periodicals, both religious and secular, e.g., The Christian Century, Christianity 
Today, and Time.

Other official denominational publications—mostly Protestant, many of them not 
indexed or incompletely indexed—also provide some coverage of the “walkout,” 
Seminex, and related controversies. For example, several citations from the Presbyterian 
Journal and the Seventh-Day Adventist Review and Herald are included in categories 
3.1 and 3.2. Further research of this category would require identifying more such 
publications and locating holdings at relevant institutions.

Similar content often appears in news articles in official and unofficial church body 
publications. Such similarities may result from a common source of information, e.g., 
press releases from a communications department. The astute researcher will be alert to 
differences in how the same information is presented.

Organization
Categories that include mostly signed materials—books, book reviews, audiovisual 

productions, academic papers, some journal articles, and archive collections—are 
listed alphabetically by the last name of the author or subject. News articles in 
various manifestations of The Lutheran Witness and Reporter are of two kinds: signed 
articles and news articles. Given the number and frequency of the news articles in 
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the various Lutheran publications, even those with authors identified, the citations 
are in chronological order. (Mostly) unsigned news articles and editorials in assorted 
periodicals (3.2) are organized chronologically within each source. The organization of 
each category is identified in the bibliography. Note that for clarity and convenience in 
searching, the compiler has enhanced many titles, especially of news articles and editorials. 
Clarifying words and names added to titles are enclosed in brackets [  ].

Table of Bibliography Categories
This comprehensive bibliography is organized into twenty-six different categories in 

eight groupings with an appendix. Note that 6.0 contains lists of publications 
rather than analyzed sources.

     1.0  Major works and documents
 1.1  Books, reports, documents, pamphlets, etc.
 1.2  Academic theses, dissertations, student and conference papers
 1.3  Audiovisual resources, including resources available online

     2.0  Articles in Lutheran periodicals held in the CHI collection
         2.1  Official LCMS periodicals
  2.1.1  The Lutheran Witness (signed articles)
  2.1.2  The Lutheran Witness (news articles)
  2.1.3  The Lutheran Witness Reporter / Reporter Edition (news articles)
  2.1.4  Reporter (news articles)

          2.2  Official periodicals of other Lutheran entities
  2.2.1  The Lutheran Standard (American Lutheran Church)
  2.2.2  The Lutheran (Lutheran Church in America)
  2.2.3  St. Louis Lutheran (Lutheran Publicity Organization of Greater St. Louis)
  2.2.4  The Lutheran Layman (Lutheran Laymen’s League [LCMS])
  2.2.5  The Northwestern Lutheran (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod)
  2.2.6  Lutherans Alert National (protest group of the American Lutheran Church)
  2.2.7  The Lutheran (Lutheran Church of Australia)
  2.2.8  The Lutheran Spokesman (Church of the Lutheran Confession)

     3.0  Articles in assorted periodicals
          3.1  Signed articles and editorials
          3.2  Unsigned news articles and editorials



5

P r i n t  S o u r c e s  f o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  R e s e a r c h

     4.0  Seminex and LCMS missions: A sampling of periodical articles

     5.0  Reviews of major books on the controversy

     6.0  Entries in reference works

     7.0  Lists of relevant publications for the historical study  
of Seminex suggested for further investigation

          7.1  Independent, unofficial Lutheran publications
          7.2  Institutional publications 
  7.2.1  Seminex / Christ Seminary—Seminex
  7.2.2  Concordia Seminary (Saint Louis)
  7.2.3  Concordia Senior College (Fort Wayne, Indiana)

     8.0  Archival resources / collections (with locations)
          8.1  Concordia Historical Institute
          8.2  Other archival collections

     Appendix: Seminex, from early signs to formation as reflected 
in overtures to and resolutions of conventions of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Print Sources for Further Investigation and Research
     1. The long list of Independent, Unofficial Lutheran Publications (7.1)—some national, 

some regional or LCMS District—that contain much information and 
commentary on Seminex and related matters of doctrine and practice should 
also be investigated by the researcher, who will find something in almost every 
issue in the relevant years: ca. 1969–83, and most notably 1973–79. Holdings 
at Concordia Historical Institute are noted in the bibliography after each 
title; some of the publications may also be held in other Lutheran archives and 
academic libraries.

 a. National: Affirm; Confessional Lutheran (although ceasing before the 1969 LCMS 
convention, the Confessional Lutheran provides a thorough historical overview of theological 
issues culminating in Christ Seminary—Seminex.); Lutheran News / (later) Christian News; 
Missouri in Perspective / (later) Lutheran Perspective.

 b. Regional: A group of more than sixty independent periodicals, often lay initiated and 
limited in time, deal almost exclusively with the issues preceding and surrounding Seminex. 
Overlapping content in such periodicals results from common sources, e.g., ELIM, Doctrinal 
Concerns Program / Organization.
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     2. Publications of LCMS institutions, Districts, and local Lutheran entities
a. Institutions
Publications for both internal and external constituencies of Seminex, Concordia Seminary, 
and Concordia Senior College are listed, along with holdings at CHI. They should be 
considered primary source material on Seminex and related issues during the decade of focus.

Note that Senior College graduates were choosing between Concordia Seminary and Seminex 
in the fall of 1974.

b. Districts (examples below are not analyzed or listed in the bibliography)
District editions of The Lutheran Witness for the years of the controversy, e.g., English District 
(also Lutheran Accent, 1975–78), Southern Illinois (also Contact, 1973–75), Atlantic District, 
California-Nevada District. Many of these regional editions are held at CHI, along with 
District convention proceedings from the relevant years.

 Note that not all District publications reflect the controversy in significant detail.

c. Local Lutheran entities (one publication analyzed)
Examples include St. Louis Lutheran, Badger Lutheran, and Cleveland Lutheran. Not all such 
publications deal with the controversy in significant detail. Exception: Individual articles 
from the St. Louis Lutheran are included in the bibliography (see 2.2.3), since this periodical 
provides the most complete local record of events and issues revolving around Seminex and 
seems to have published many or most of the Seminex press releases.

Online Tools and Resources for Locating Cited Materials 
and Additional Materials for Investigation

     1. WorldCat
 Most public and academic libraries provide access to OCLC’s WorldCat (the 

free public version) or to WorldCat via FirstSearch (a paid subscription by 
libraries). The public version is readily available online at www.worldcat.org.

 In different ways, both versions of WorldCat display holding libraries of the 
publications searched, whether books or periodicals.

 Note that CHI cataloged library holdings display in FirstSearch WorldCat but not 
in the public ( free) version.

     2. ATLA RDB and ATLAS[eries] Plus
 The American Theological Library Association Religion Database (ATLA RDB 

or ATLAS[eries] Plus) indexes a wide range of religious periodicals and essay 
collections. Many articles are provided in full text (PDF). Many of the signed 
journal articles in the bibliography can be found here.
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 In addition to the availability of the ATLA RDB at most theological schools 
and seminaries, seminary alumni—including those of Concordia Seminary, 
Saint Louis, and Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana—may 
receive access to the database on request to the libraries of their alma mater.

 Denominational publications, such as The Lutheran Witness and The Lutheran, 
are generally not found in this database; however, WorldCat will provide 
names and locations of libraries holding the paper or microform volumes of 
these “house organs.” Also, institutions are increasingly digitizing their print 
publications to make them available online.

     3. Digitized resources
 At the time of compiling this bibliography, online access to at least two major 

categories of cited resources was available:
 

 a. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WELS), Mequon: Faculty and student papers 
at www.wls.wels.net/resources/essay-files

 b. Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis: Selected print and audiovisual resources at 
scholar.csl.edu

 The process of digitizing print, sound, and video recordings is ongoing at 
Concordia Seminary Library as well as at other Lutheran university and 
seminary libraries likely to hold relevant materials.

     4. Various resources available online (both print and nonprint)
 For example, to access contemporary interviews and news programs on local 

television, users of YouTube, the popular online source of audio and video, 
can search relevant terms such as “Seminex” or prominent individuals in the 
controversy such as “John Tietjen.”

     5. Local newspapers
 Coverage may be searched, for example, at www.newspapers.com, a 

comprehensive, indexed digital archive of more than 11,000 newspapers 
(requiring a paid subscription to access). Many newspapers provide their own 
online archives, but searchability and cost vary.

      Note: For online researchers using the keyword “seminex”: A Peabody, Massachusetts, 
corporation named “SemiNex” manufactures high-powered diode lasers.
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Resources Available at Concordia Historical Institute
     1. Many of the relevant published monographs and documents in the 

Concordia Historical Institute Library are discoverable at:
 bridges.searchmobius.org/search

     2. Periodicals in the Concordia Historical Institute Library can be 
searched by typing the title of the periodical (in quotation marks) at: 
concordiahistoricalinstitute.libraryhost.com

     3. Archival documents, correspondence, audiovisual materials, 
artifacts, and photographs, including many items previously closed for 
research, can be searched at:  
concordiahistoricalinstitute.libraryhost.com

 (See also 8.1 Concordia Historical Institute)

Conclusion
The primary focus of the bibliography is on published sources, admittedly some 

quite obscurely or privately published. Any bibliography is, to be sure, a work in 
progress, as more resources are “out there,” known or yet to be discovered by others. 
In its ongoing goal of keeping future editions of this bibliography as comprehensive 
as possible, Concordia Historical Institute will be most grateful to learn of other 
published works, articles, etc., as well as archival materials, directly related to the subject 
of Seminex.
       David O. Berger                                                                                         
       Feast of All Saints 2019
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Acronyms and Abbreviations Used

AAL – Aid Association for Lutherans

AATS – American Association of Theological Schools (later ATS)

AAUP – American Association of University Professors

ACDC – [LCMS] Advisory Committee on Doctrine and Conciliation

AELC – Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches

ALC – American Lutheran Church

ATLA – American Theological Library Association

ATS – Association of Theological Schools (previously AATS)

BoC – Board of Control (of LCMS higher education institutions)

CCM – [LCMS] Committee / Commission on Constitutional Matters

CHI – Concordia Historical Institute (LCMS Department of Archives and History)

CLC – Church of the Lutheran Confession

CNLC – Commission for a New Lutheran Church

CoP – [LCMS] Council of [District] Presidents

CRM – Candidatus reverendi ministerii

CTCR – [LCMS] Commission on Theology and Church Relations

CTM – Concordia Theological Monthly (faculty journal, Concordia Seminary)

ELCA – Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

ELIM – Evangelical Lutherans in Mission

FFC – [LCMS] Fact Finding Committee

IELC – India Evangelical Lutheran Church

LAHE – Lutheran Association of Higher Education (Saint Louis)

LCA – Lutheran Church in America

LCA – Lutheran Church of Australia
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LCM – Lutheran Church in Mission

LCMS – The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

LCUSA – Lutheran Council in the United States of America

LLL – Lutheran Laymen’s League

LSTC – Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago

NCA – North Central Association (higher education accrediting agency)

SDA – Seventh-Day Adventists

WELS – Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

      Note: A key document in the controversy—A Statement of Scriptural and 
Confessional Principles—is often referred to simply as A Statement.

Photograph by Paul Ockrassa

Prof. Robert Bertram reports on the decision of the Faculty Advisory Committee to an assembly of 
students and faculty in Wyneken Chapel during the moratorium in January 1974.
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Chronology of Events
Christ Seminary—Seminex

 Adapted from John H. Tietjen, Memoirs in Exile: Confessional Hope and Institutional Conflict. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1990. Pages xiii–xvi. Used with permission.

May 19, 1969 John Tietjen elected president of Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis
June 12, 1969 J. A. O. Preus elected president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod
May 17, 1970 Preus publicly announces his intention to take action on alleged 

departures from the Missouri Synod’s doctrinal position
September 9, 1970 Preus announces appointment of a Fact Finding Committee (FFC) 

to investigate the Concordia Seminary faculty
December 11, 1970 Interviews of the Concordia Seminary faculty begin
January 5, 1971 Concordia Seminary faculty announces its decision to continue 

participation in the FFC interviews, but under protest
March 6, 1971 Interviews of Concordia Seminary faculty by FFC conclude
June 15, 1971 Report of the FFC submitted to Preus
July 15, 1971 LCMS convention in Milwaukee defeats effort to require 

submission to convention-adopted doctrinal statements
July 15, 1971 LCMS convention in Milwaukee turns FFC report over to 

Concordia Seminary Board of Control (BoC)
September 20, 1971 Concordia Seminary BoC begins its review of the FFC report
December 13, 1971 Concordia Seminary BoC declines the reappointment of faculty 

member Arlis J. Ehlen
January 4, 1972 Concordia Seminary faculty asks to meet with Preus regarding the 

BoC decision concerning Ehlen
January 11, 1972 Preus advises of impending disciplinary action against Tietjen
January 18, 1972 Tietjen and Preus meet to work out a compromise
February 18, 1972 Preus withdraws from the compromise agreement and gives the 

Concordia Seminary BoC A Statement of Scriptural and Confes-
sional Principles to serve as the standard for doctrinal review

March 5, 1972 Tietjen refuses to implement Preus’s demand that Ehlen be barred 
from teaching exegetical courses

June 17, 1972 Concordia Seminary BoC issues its progress report to Preus, 
stating that it has not yet found false doctrine in the faculty
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September 1, 1972 Preus issues his “Blue Book,” a report condemning numerous 
unnamed Concordia Seminary faculty for teaching false doctrine

September 8, 1972 Tietjen issues Fact Finding or Fault Finding? to counter the “Blue 
Book”

September 20, 1972 LCMS Council of Presidents (CoP) announces a compromise to 
the controversy

October 26, 1972 Preus acts against CoP compromise
November 3, 1972 LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) 

issues a positive evaluation of A Statement
November 1972 Concordia Seminary faculty issues the document Faithful to Our 

Calling, Faithful to Our Lord
January 15, 1973 Concordia Seminary BoC completes its interviews with faculty, 

clearing all of the charge of false doctrine
July 10, 1973 LCMS convention in New Orleans affirms that 

convention-adopted doctrinal statements are binding
July 11, 1973 LCMS convention in New Orleans adopts A Statement of Scrip-

tural and Confessional Principles as a binding doctrinal statement
July 12, 1973 LCMS convention in New Orleans condemns the Concordia 

Seminary faculty for teaching false doctrine
July 13, 1973 LCMS convention in New Orleans requires newly elected 

Concordia Seminary BoC to deal with future of Tietjen as presi-
dent

July 23, 1973 Concordia Seminary faculty issues “A Declaration of Protest and 
Confession”

August 18, 1973 Concordia Seminary BoC suspends Tietjen as president and 
faculty member but then delays implementation of its action

August 28–29, 1973 Conference of Evangelical Lutherans meets in Chicago and 
organizes (later incorporated as Evangelical Lutherans in Mission 
[ELIM])

September 29, 1973 Concordia Seminary BoC “vacates” Tietjen suspension
December 13, 1973 Concordia Seminary faculty member A. C. Piepkorn dies
January 20, 1974 Concordia Seminary BoC suspends Tietjen as president
January 21, 1974 A majority of Concordia Seminary students announces a 

moratorium on classes
January 21, 1974 A majority of Concordia Seminary faculty members announce 

that they consider themselves to be suspended
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February 17, 1974 Concordia Seminary BoC requires faculty decision to return to 
class or to be held in breach of their contract

February 18, 1974 A majority of faculty takes no action on the Concordia Seminary 
BoC demand

February 18, 1974 A majority of faculty and students stage “walkout” procession off 
the Concordia Seminary campus

February 19, 1974 A majority of students join faculty in resuming seminary education 
“in exile”

February 20, 1974 Classes of Concordia Seminary in Exile (Seminex) begin at Saint 
Louis University and Eden Seminary

April 10, 1974 William Kohn resigns as executive secretary of LCMS Board for 
Missions

May 11, 1974 Partners in Mission begins functioning as the mission arm of ELIM
May 24, 1974 First class graduates from Seminex
June 21, 1974 Concordia Seminary in Exile is legally incorporated
August 26–28, 1974 Second ELIM Assembly is held in Chicago
October 12, 1974 Concordia Seminary BoC removes Tietjen from office as president 

and faculty member
February 1, 1975 Seminex governing board elects Tietjen as president
April 14, 1975 A theological convocation is held to try to effect reconciliation
June 29, 1975 Missouri District official Oscar Gerken clears Tietjen of charges of 

false doctrine
July 4–11, 1975 LCMS convention in Anaheim, California, condemns ELIM, 

censures eight District presidents for ordaining uncertified Seminex 
graduates, and authorizes Preus to remove them from office

August 13–15, 1975 Third ELIM Assembly in Chicago authorizes formation of “a new 
association”

August 15, 1975 Seminex moves into its own facilities in the University Club 
Building at 607 N. Grand Blvd. in Saint Louis

February 28, 1976 A Coordinating Council for a new church organization is created
April 2, 1976 Preus removes four LCMS District presidents from office
June 19, 1976 English Synod is established out of the LCMS English District
August 18–20, 1976 Fourth ELIM Assembly is held in Chicago
December 3–4, 1976 Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC) is orga-

nized with five constituent synods
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May 12, 1977 Decision of the Seminex board to reduce staff precipitates crisis
August 19–20, 1977 Fifth ELIM Assembly is held in Chicago 
September 28, 1977 LCMS vice president Theodore Nickel declares Tietjen removed 

from the LCMS ministerial roster
December 28, 1977 Concordia Seminary in Exile changes its name to Christ 

Seminary—Seminex
April 14–16, 1978 AELC issues “A Call for Lutheran Union”
October 13–14, 1978 Sixth ELIM Assembly is held in Saint Louis
January 22–23, 1979 AELC joins American Lutheran Church-Lutheran Church in 

America Committee on Lutheran Unity
December 14, 1979 AELC is invited to join ALC-LCA Consultation on Theological 

Education
June 20, 1980 William Lesher of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

(LSTC) meets with Tietjen in Denver to propose move of 
Seminex to the LSTC campus

October 3, 1981 Seminex board proposes merger of LSTC and Seminex
November 30, 1981 Representatives of Seminex and LSTC boards consider proposals 

for closer relations between the two schools
January 14, 1982 Seminex moves to new facilities at 539 N. Grand Blvd. in Saint 

Louis
January 29, 1982 Plan for three-way deployment of Seminex resources is proposed
May 1982 LSTC, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Lutheran 

Seminary Program in the Southwest / Wartburg Theological 
Seminary, and Seminex boards agree to a three-way deployment of 
Seminex resources

September 8, 1982 ALC, AELC, LCA conventions agree to unite and authorize a 
union process

September 1982 Commission for a New Lutheran Church (CNLC) begins its 
work

May 1983 Last Seminex commencement is held in Saint Louis
August 1983 Seminex students and staff disburse to Chicago; Berkeley, 

California; and Austin, Texas
August 29, 1986 ALC, AELC, LCA conventions agree to form the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
April 30, 1987 Constituting convention of the ELCA begins
December 31, 1987 Seminex ceases to exist as an educational institution
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1.0  Major Works and Documents

1.1  Books, Reports, Documents, and Pamphlets 
(alphabetical order by author)

(* = See also corresponding book reviews identified under 5.0 Reviews of Major Books on the Controversy)

*Adams, James E. Preus of Missouri and the Great Lutheran Civil War. New York: Harper 
& Row, 1977. 237 pages.

 Fourteen chapters: 1. Options at New Orleans; 2. The Missouri Waltz; 3. Synodical 
Cynicism; 4. Young Man Preus; 5. Awesome Seminarian Preus; 6. Scholar, Teacher, and 
Pastor; 7. From Norway to Missouri; 8. Eager-Beaver Seminary Builder; 9. Coyness Becomes 
Jack; 10. President Preus; 11. Doing It the Preus Way; 12. “Gospel” Preachers Versus “Bible” 
Teachers; 13. Preus at the Brink; 14. Preus Triumphant? Followed by Index.

 Adams, an “outsider” journalist (religion editor of The St. Louis Post-Dispatch), presents 
biographical material “with a viewpoint” (x). J. A. O. Preus is presented as “this ‘immoderate’ 
man and his ‘immoderate’ church” (ix). In summarizing the place of J. A. O. Preus in the 
history of the LCMS, Adams concludes that “enforcing an inerrant Bible from now on will be 
more a church-wrecking than a church-building premise. An epoch is ending. It is unlikely that 
Jacob Aall Ottesen Preus of the Missouri Synod will do much in the long run to stop it, but he 
is not going to be ushered away without putting up a good fight” (237). 

 Note: A significant amount of James Adams’s own research files and his hand-corrected copy of 
the published book are available for research in the Concordia Historical Institute collection.

Atlantic District, Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. Proceedings of the Special 
Convention. Bronxville, New York: Atlantic District, 1974.

 This special convention was held March 1–2, 1974, at Concordia, Bronxville, New York.

Baker, Tom [Thomas A.]. Watershed at the Rivergate: 1,400 [the number of signatures to 
the document “Declaration of Determination”] vs. 250,000 [the number of 
endorsements to the document “Crossroads”]. Sturgis, Michigan: Tom Baker, 
1973. 120 pages.
An examination of events leading up to the 50th Regular Convention of the LCMS (1973) in 
New Orleans at the Rivergate Convention Center. Baker dedicates his work to “The Faithful 
Faculty Minority Five.” Book presents material in three sections: 1. The Historical-Critical 
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Method; 2. The Neoliberal Political Organization; 3. The Future. Followed by Index.

Copies of this book were mailed to all delegates of the LCMS convention in New Orleans two 
months before the convention convened. The book is now in its third printing.

 “[T]his book attempts to uncover and bring into the open the terribly sad fact that the 
polarization of the synod is not on account of personality conflicts or political power plays; 
instead, our synod is experiencing one of the most crucial and basic doctrinal disputes in its 
125-year history” (5). “I have attempted to be as fair and honest as possible in arranging the 
material in order that issues rather than personalities remain the prime concern. . . . My prime 
concern has been to defend those who have been unjustly attacked and slandered because of 
their desire to maintain a united witness to the Gospel as the synod has believed, taught and 
confessed during its 125-year history” (5).

Baker, Tom [Thomas A.]. Fellowship Principles of E.L.I.M. [s.l., s.n.], 1975. 23 pages.
 Available only at Concordia Seminary Library.

[Bertram, Robert W., et al.] The Promising Tradition: A Reader in Law-Gospel 
Reconstructionist Theology. Saint Louis: Concordia Seminary, 1973, 1974 
(2nd ed.). 202 pages.

 Articles by Robert W. Bertram, Walter R. Bouman, Werner Elert, Wenzel Lohff, Edward H. 
Schroeder, Robert C. Schultz, C. F. W. Walther, and Andrew M. Weyermann—some reprinted 
from other sources.

Bohlmann, Ralph A. Principles of Biblical Interpretation in the Lutheran Confessions. 
Revised edition. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1968, 1983. 
163 pages.

 Contents presented in two parts: 1. The Confessional View of Holy Scripture; 2. Confessional 
Principles of Biblical Interpretation. With Introduction, Notes, and Bibliography.

 From the Preface: “The subject matter of this volume was initially treated in a modest essay 
delivered to a meeting of seminary faculties and District Presidents of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in November 1965” (11).

*Braaten, Carl. Because of Christ: Memoirs of a Lutheran Theologian. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2010. 210 pages.

 See especially his comments about Seminex on pages 118–21. Braaten believes the merging of 
Seminex into LSTC served as a catalyst for a theological and moral shift at LSTC.

Bretscher, Paul G. After the Purifying. River Forest, Illinois: Lutheran Education 
Association, 1975. 108 pages.

 Contents in four chapters with Epilogue: 1. The Purifying; 2. The Word of Spirit and Life; 
3. Stumbling Blocks and Unbelief; 4. The Use of Scripture in Lutheran Education.

 From the Prologue by Paul W. Lange, chairman of the Lutheran Education Association 
Editorial Committee: “This unity is to be found in fidelity to the ‘Word of God’ and the 
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administration of the Sacraments; fidelity not to a Book, a tradition, a legislative authority, or 
an elected leader, but unreservedly to the ‘Word of God’ ” (v). From the Prologue: “The conflict 
which has been tearing The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod for the past several years has 
overwhelming significance for the future of education in our church” (xi). “Our title embodies 
a vision. It suggests that what is happening in the Missouri Synod now is a purifying” (3).

Bretscher, Paul G. The Sword of the Spirit. Saint Louis: Evangelical Lutherans in Mission, 
1979. 27 pages.

 Contents presented in three sections: 1. The Sharpening of the Sword; 2. The Sword at War 
against a Falsified Word; 3. The Sword at War against a Falsified Church.

 Dedicated to Richard and Dorothy Caemmerer and presented at the 1978 Assembly of ELIM 
on October 13–14, 1978. The booklet ends with a quote from 2 Corinthians 4:16–18 and the 
words: “No ox is so stubborn that he will not turn if only the goads of truth keep pricking him 
long enough.”

*Burkee, James C. Power, Politics, and the Missouri Synod: A Conflict that Changed 
American Christianity. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011. 256 pages.

 Footnoted contents in four sections: 1. Change and Reaction in the LCMS: 1938–1965; 
2. Countermovement: 1965–1969; 3. Power, Politics, and the Purge: 1969–1974; 4. Genie on 
the Loose: 1974–1981. With Photographs, Abbreviations, Bibliography, and Index.

 Burkee writes in his Introduction: “I argue here what I believe everyone knows but few will 
confess: the schismatic history of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is about more than 
just theology. I readily concede that theological language dominated the conflict as the synod 
polarized in the postwar years around the questions of truth: those who saw biblical truth in 
part as subjective, through historical and cultural lenses, and those who viewed it as definable 
and untouchable, transcending time and interpretation” (4). Burkee argues that the Seminex 
conflict marks the beginning of the long-term decline of the LCMS as a church body and 
comes to the conclusion that “Herman Otten was the single most influential conservative in 
the synod before 1969” (7).

Childs, James M., Robert D. Preus, Ralph W. Klein, Harold H. Buls, Harry A. Huth, and 
Robert Bertram. The Nature and Function of Holy Scripture: Responses to the 
Essayists at the Theological Convocation Held at the Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, April 14–18, 1975. Saint Louis: [s.n.], 1975. 79 pages.

 1. Responding to Howard Tepker’s “Inspiration and Inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures,” James 
M. Childs and Robert Preus; 2. Responding to Martin Franzmann’s “Historical-Critical 
Method,” Ralph W. Klein and Harold H. Buls; 3. Responding to Fred Kramer’s “Gospel-
Scripture Relationship,” Harry Huth and Robert W. Bertram.

*Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Board of Control. Exodus from Concordia: A Report 
on the 1974 Walkout. Saint Louis: Concordia College [Concordia Seminary], 
1977. 186 pages.

 Preface, followed by contents in ten sections, and nine appendices: 1. Doctrinal Concerns 
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in the Sixties; 2. The Deepening Crisis, 1969–1973; 3. The New Orleans Convention, 
1973; 4. Response to New Orleans; 5. The Year of Crisis Begins; 6. The Tension Heightens; 
7. Suspension and Moratorium; 8. Outreach, Outrage, and Exodus; 9. Dealing with Exiles; 
10. Epilogue. Includes photographs.

Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Faculty. Faithful to Our Calling, Faithful to Our Lord: 
An Affirmation in Two Parts by the Faculty of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
Missouri. Part I: A Witness to Our Faith: A Joint Statement and Discussion 
of Issues. [Part 1 of 2.] Saint Louis: Concordia Seminary Office of Seminary 
Relations, [1973]. 43 pages.

 First of two parts. Preamble and text of “Affirmations,” followed by nine points of discussion 
(each discussion is followed by Scripture passages, citations from the Lutheran Confessions, 
and “secondary literature” references).

 The “Affirmations” were adopted by Concordia’s faculty on November 21, 1972. Those signing 
the document are listed on pages 10 and 11. [“Professors Mark Bangert, Ralph Bohlmann, 
and Martin Scharlemann were on leave and off campus at the time of the publication of these 
documents” (43).]

Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Faculty. Faithful to Our Calling, Faithful to Our Lord: 
An Affirmation in Two Parts by the Faculty of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
Missouri. Part II: I Believe: Personal Confessions of Faith and Discussion of 
Issues. [Part 2 of 2.] Saint Louis: Concordia Seminary Office of Seminary 
Relations, [1973]. 156 pages.

 Second of two parts. Introduction by John H. Tietjen, president, followed by personal 
confessions of faith by John H. Tietjen, John S. Damm, Kenneth H. Breimeier, Robert R. 
Bergt, Robert W. Bertram, Herbert J. A. Bouman, Richard R. Caemmerer Sr., Robert L. 
Conrad, John W. Constable, Frederick W. Danker, William J. Danker, David E. Deppe, Arlis 
J. Ehlen, Alfred O. Fuerbringer, Paul F. Goetting, Carl Graesser, Robert A. Grunow, Norman 
C. Habel, H. Lucille Hager, George W. Hoyer, Holland H. Jones, Everett R. Kalin, Wi Jo 
Kang, Richard Klann, Ralph W. Klein, Edgar M. Krentz, Paul G. Lessmann, Erwin L. Lueker, 
Herbert T. Mayer, Duane P. Mehl, Carl S. Meyer, Eldon E. Pederson, Arthur Carl Piepkorn, 
Robert D. Preus, Arthur C. Repp, Alfred von Rohr Sauer, Edward H. Schroeder, Kenneth J. 
Siess, Robert H. Smith, Gilbert A. Thiele, Arthur M. Vincent, Carl A. Volz, Walter Wegner, 
Robert J. Werberig, Andrew M. Weyermann, Leonhard C. Wuerffel, Lorenz Wunderlich. 
[“Professors Mark Bangert, Ralph Bohlmann, and Martin Scharlemann were on leave and off 
campus at the time of the publication of these documents” (156).]

 
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Faculty and Executive Staff. Response of the Faculty of 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, April 4, 1972 [to A Statement of Scriptural and 
Confessional Principles]. Saint Louis: [s.n.], 1972. 4 pages.

Danker, Frederick W. Under Investigation. [1st ed.] Saint Louis: [F. W. Danker], 1971. x, 
xxxiv leaves.
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Danker, Frederick W. Under Investigation. [2nd ed.] Saint Louis: [F. W. Danker], 1971. 
x, xxxvi leaves.

*Danker, Frederick W., assisted by Jan Schambach. No Room in the Brotherhood: The 
Preus-Otten Purge of Missouri. Saint Louis: Clayton Publishing House, 1977. 
378 pages.

 Contexts in twenty-eight chapters with Foreword, Chapter Notes, and four pages of 
photographs by Steven M. Dietrich. 1. “Tietjen Must Go”; 2. Corporate Ego; 3. Gathering 
Storm; 4. Drill for Consensus; 5. Radical Integrity vs. Open Integrity; 6. Under Investigation; 
7. Double Jeopardy; 8. “A Statement”; 9. “A Statement” Critique; 10. “Blue Book”; 11. “The 
War Is On!” 12. Battle of New Orleans—Stage I; 13. Battle of New Orleans—Stage II; 
14. Protest; 15. Aborted Suspension; 16. The Goetting Case; 17. Mission under Fire; 
18. Moratorium; 19. Indecision; 20. Moratorium Endorsed; 21. Showdown; 22. Dismissed! 
23. “No Deal!” 24. Outreach; 25. Case of Appendix 6; 26. Exiled; 27. Death and 
Resurrection; 28. Conclusion.

 Title page quote: “Truth is not decided by majority vote.” According to the Foreword, there 
was to be a succeeding volume, detailing “the establishment of Seminex, the decisions of 
the English District, and the founding of the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
and subsequent developments. . . . As a third-generation member of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, I am a partisan. As one who came under fire from my own church body for 
questioning it on certain issues, I can claim non-partisan objectivity.”

Documents surrounding “A Statement [of the Forty-Four].” (1945–47), various 
paginations.

 “A Statement [of the Forty-Four]” was signed by forty-four subscribers on September 7, 1945, 
at the Stevens (Conrad Hilton) Hotel in Chicago, with accompanying correspondence and 
related editorials.

Evangelical Lutherans in Mission. Responses to Presentations Delivered at Theological 
Convocation, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri: The Nature and 
Function of Holy Scripture: A Study Document Offered to the Members of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Saint Louis: ELIM, 1975. 39 pages.

Heming, Carol Piper. “Elfrieda von Rohr Sauer: A Life Reinterpreted.” Pages 119–38 in 
Feminist Frontiers. Kirksville, Missouri: Truman State University Press, 2010.

Hunter, Julius K. Pages 17–19 in TV One-on-One. [Saint Louis]: Gashouse Books, 2008.
Includes a short account of interview with J. A. O. Preus by a television news reporter who 
grew up in the LCMS but eventually joined an AELC congregation.

Knight, C. R. For the Sake of the Gospel: A Historical Reader concerning the People and 
Events which Have Created Seminex. Saint Louis: Student Coordinating 
Committee, Concordia Seminary in Exile, 1974. 90 pages.
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Krentz, Edgar. The Historical-Critical Method. Guides to Biblical Scholarship. Edited by 
Gene M. Tucker. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975. 88 pages.

 Contents, with Editor’s Foreword, presented in five chapters: 1. Introduction; 2. The Rise 
of Historical Criticism; 3. Goals and Techniques; 4. Presuppositions and Achievements; 
5. Historical Criticism in Theological Discussion since 1945.

 “The author makes clear how new developments have initially been regarded as threats to 
established intellectual and ecclesiastical interests, only to become common coin as time 
has moved on” (back cover). “The consensus was not reached without casualties. Many 
scholars, even in recent times, have paid the price of personal privation and suffering for their 
convictions. Historical criticism ‘has throughout its history almost always stood in the cross-fire 
of a generally less than joyful polemic from the side of unenlightened orthodox zealots’ ” (3).

Lueker, Erwin L. Confessing Movements. [Saint Louis: Seminex], 1977. 23 pages.

Lueking, F. Dean. Mission in the Making: The Missionary Enterprise among Missouri 
Synod Lutherans: 1846–1963. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1964.

 “The thesis of the book is that Missouri Synod Lutherans shaped their missionary motives 
and practices from three main sources. These are called American evangelicalism, scholastic 
confessionalism, and evangelical confessionalism” (4). Lueking was one of the five finalists for 
the position of president of Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, in 1969 and a public opponent 
of the Preus administration.

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. A Brief Statement of the Doctrinal Position of the 
Missouri Synod. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, [1932]. 22 pages. 
[1947]. 23 pages.

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. Convention Workbook / Reports and Overtures 
and Proceedings of LCMS conventions (from 1969–77).

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. The Mission Affirmations: Adopted at the 46th 
Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, June 1965. Saint 
Louis: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 1965. 7 pages.

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. Nature and Function of Holy Scripture: 
Theological Convocation, St. Louis, Missouri, April 14–18, 1975. Saint Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 1975. 87 pages.

 Following a Preface by J. A. O. Preus, five papers are presented: 1. “The Inspiration and 
Inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures,” by Howard W. Tepker; 2. “Historical-Critical Method,” by 
Martin H. Franzmann; 3. “The Church under the Scriptures,” by Ralph A. Bohlmann; 4. “The 
Church under the Scriptures,” by Herbert J. A. Bouman; 5. “Gospel-Scripture Relationship,” 
by Fred P. Kramer.

 “In December 1974 the Council of Presidents called for a theological convocation to discuss 
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current theological concerns in our church. Jointly sponsored by the Council of Presidents, the 
Board of Directors of Synod, and the President of Synod, this convocation will bring together 
over 300 participants from all parts of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” (3).

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. Report of the Advisory Committee on Doctrine 
and Conciliation. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1976. 147 pages.

 Contents in two sections: 1. Position Papers and Responses; 2. Proposals for Dealing with 
the Issues. Each of four parts under section 1 (a. Inspiration and Inerrancy; b. Gospel and 
Scripture; c. Historical-Critical Method; d. Third Use of the Law) is organized in four 
parts: 1. Moderate Position Paper; 2. Conservative Position Paper; 3. Moderate Response 
to Conservative Position Paper; 4. Conservative Response to Moderate Position Paper. 
“Moderate Proposals” and “Conservative Proposals” make up the two parts under section 2. 
Appendix: Moderate Caucus Evaluation of The Report of the Advisory Committee on 
Doctrine and Conciliation (145–47).

 From the Foreword by LCMS President J. A. O. Preus: “For many years, going back to the 
administration of President Behnken and President Harms, The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod has been involved in doctrinal controversy. Charges and counter charges of doctrinal 
difference within the Synod have abounded. These matters came to a head and were the 
central focus of attention at the 1973 synodical convention. At this convention ‘A Statement 
of Scriptural and Confessional Principles’ was adopted by the Synod as a ‘more formal and 
comprehensive statement of belief ’ (1973 Resolution 3-01), and that which has been referred 
to as a ‘faculty majority position’ was rejected. Following the 1973 convention, charges, 
including charges of false doctrine, were brought against the president of Concordia Seminary 
and he was suspended from office.

 “Because some confusion seemed to characterize the doctrinal discussions which have gone 
on for many years and most especially which followed in the wake of the New Orleans 
convention, in January 1974, after discussions with the Council of Presidents, the Board of 
Directors, and the Commission on Theology and Church Relations, I appointed the Advisory 
Committee on Doctrine and Conciliation. To this committee were appointed 15 well-known 
and articulate theologians representing the diverse theological positions within the Synod and 
a journalistic consultant. Two tasks were assigned to this committee: 1) delineate the issues, 
and 2) develop proposals for dealing with the issues in such a way that the Synod can under 
God and by His grace achieve doctrinal consensus.”

 The committee began its work in January 1974. It was hoped this report would be published 
and distributed before the LCMS convention in Anaheim ( July 1975). Members of the 
committee: Karl L. Barth, William T. Eggers, Arthur F. Graudin, H. Armin Moellering, 
Robert D. Preus, Don Ridgeway, Lorenz Wunderlich, James [M.] Childs Jr., Walter A. 
Christopher, Carl A. Gaertner, Lloyd H. Goetz, Ralph W. Klein, Richard A. Lischer, 
Samuel J. Roth.

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The. A Statement of Scriptural and Confessional 
Principles. [Saint Louis: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod], 1973. 
5 pages.
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Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The, Commission on Theology and Church Relations. 
Gospel and Scripture: The Interrelationship of the Material and Formal 
Principles in Lutheran Theology. A Report of the Commission on Theology 
and Church Relations: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod: November 
1972. Saint Louis: LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations, 
1972. 23 pages.

 “As the President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod noted in his address to the 1971 
Synodical Convention there has been increasing confusion within Lutheranism in recent years 
concerning the proper interrelationship of Gospel and Scripture” (4). “New impetus to the 
study was given in 1970 when the English District referred to the CTCR a memorial calling 
for a reaffirmation of the primacy of the Gospel” (4–5).

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The, Commission on Theology and Church Relations. 
Guiding Principles for the Use of A Statement of Scriptural and Confessional 
Principles: With Special Reference to the Expression of Dissent. A Report of 
the Commission on Theology and Church Relations: The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod: November 1973. Saint Louis: LCMS Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations, 1973. 13 pages.

 This booklet was drafted at the request of LCMS President Preus, discussed with the LCMS 
Council of Presidents ( July and September 1973), and submitted to the CTCR (September 
1973) for “further consideration” (3). “After discussion and revision in two meetings of the 
commission, it was formally adopted for distribution throughout the Synod” (3). Note that 
the full text of Resolution 3-01 is included as a footnote.

 Ralph Bohlmann was executive secretary of the CTCR at the time this report was written and 
published.

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The, Commission on Theology and Church Relations. 
Report on Dissent from A Statement of Scriptural and Confessional Principles 
and Other Doctrinal Resolutions of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
September 1974. Saint Louis: LCMS, 1974. 24 pages.

 Contents presented under three sections: 1. Survey of Materials Received [at the New Orleans 
convention in opposition to A Statement]; 2. General Criticisms; 3. Specific Criticism. 
Includes one-page Conclusion.

 “[A]n examination of the major criticisms of the theological formulations and content of 
‘A Statement’ has shown no cause why the Commission on Theology and Church Relations 
should alter its opinion of November 21, 1972” (23).

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The, Counselor’s Conference. A Symposium of Essays 
and Addresses Given at the Counselors Conference: Valparaiso, Indiana, 
September 7–14, 1960. Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, [1960].
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 Note especially “The State of the Church,” by John W. Behnken; “Revelation–Scripture–
Interpretation,” by Martin H. Franzmann; “Scripture, Confessions, and Doctrinal 
Statements,” by Arthur C. Repp; “Our Newest Frontier: Theology,” by Alfred O. Fuerbringer. 
Franzmann, Repp, and Fuerbringer were on the faculty of Concordia Seminary.

Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. The Function of Doctrine and Theology in Light of the Unity 
of the Church: A Report Plus 15 Papers from an Official Study Conducted by the 
Division of Theological Studies, Lutheran Council in the USA, during 1972–77. 
Studies series. New York: Lutheran Council in the U.S.A., 1978. 93 pages.

 Report and Articles on “Definitions of Gospel, Doctrine, Theology, and Consensus,” 
“Consensus in the Gospel as the Basis for Fellowship,” “The Interrelatedness of the Gospel,” 
“Biblical Interpretation,” and “Theological Diversity in a Confessional Church,” by Warren A. 
Quanbeck, Robert C. Schultz, Roland A. Hopmann, Edgar M. Carlson, Ralph A. Bohlmann, 
Charles S. Anderson, H. George Anderson, Robert D. Preus, Duane A. Priebe, Albert M. 
Marcis.

Lutherans for Openness and Trust. A Call to Openness and Trust. Saint Louis: Lutherans 
for Openness and Trust, 1970. 6 pages.

*Marquart, Kurt E. Anatomy of an Explosion: Missouri in Lutheran Perspective. Concordia 
Seminary Monograph Series 3. Fort Wayne, Indiana: Concordia Theological 
Seminary Press, 1977. 170 pages.

 Introduction by Robert D. Preus, president, Concordia Theological Seminary. Contents in 
four parts with Epilogue: 1. Needed: A Realistic “Model” of the Missouri Synod Conflict; 
2. The Basic Principles; 3. The Counter-Confessional (Ecumenical) Attack; 4. The Counter-
Biblical (Critical) Attack. Appendix A: Church Fellowship; Appendix B: Fellowship in Its 
Necessary Context of the Doctrine of the Church.

*Marquart, Kurt E. Anatomy of an Explosion: A Theological Analysis of the Missouri Synod 
Conflict. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1978. 176 pages.

Montgomery, John Warwick. Crisis in Lutheran Theology: The Validity and Relevance of 
Historic Lutheranism vs. Its Contemporary Rivals. Volume 1 of 2 volumes. 
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1967. 133 pages.

 Preface by J. A. O. Preus, president, Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, Illinois.

 In this volume Montgomery first uses vocabulary that would later be referred to by others as 
“Gospel Reductionism” (120).

Mueller, Richard E. What God Hath Joined Together . . . . Saint Louis: ELIM, 1981. 
15 pages.
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Nelson, Jeffrey S. The Theology of Inexpedience: Two Case Studies in “Moderate” 
Congregational Dissent in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Lanham, 
Maryland: University Press of America, 1998. 160 pages.

Otten, Herman. Marquart’s Legacy: Kurt Marquart, “the International Luther.” New 
Haven, Missouri: Lutheran News, 2006. 74 pages.

Preus, Jacob A. O. The Authority of Scripture. Springfield, Illinois: Concordia Seminary 
Printshop, 1969. 71 pages.

 Convention essay, Alberta-British Columbia District, LCMS, Calgary, Alberta, 
February 14–17, 1966.

Preus, Jacob A. O. Bethany College Reformation Lectures. 1973.
Uses term “Gospel reductionism” in describing Luther vs. Zwingli.

Preus, Jacob A. O. Keynote Address: Theological Convocation, St. Louis, Missouri. Saint 
Louis: Concordia Seminary, 1975. 10 pages.

Preus, Jacob A. O. A Letter to the Members of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod: 
Congregations, Pastors, Teachers. Saint Louis: LCMS, Office of the President, 
1972. 4 pages.

 March 3, 1972, communique concerning developments at Concordia Seminary sent to all 
LCMS pastors, teachers, and professors. Attached was a copy of A Statement of Scriptural 
and Confessional Principles.

Preus, Jacob A. O. Report of the Synodical President to The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod in Compliance with Resolution 2-28 of the 49th Regular Convention 
of the Synod, Held at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 9–16, 1971: Upon Receipt 
of Progress Report of the Board of Control of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
Missouri, Relative to Its Action Taken on the Basis of the Report of the Fact 
Finding Committee Appointed by the Synodical President, September 1, 
1972. Saint Louis: LCMS, Office of the President, 1975. 160 pages.

 Contents presented in eight parts: 1. Preface; 2. Historical Introduction; 3. Summary of 
the Findings; 4. Table of Divergent Positions Held by Various Members of the Faculty; 
5. The Findings by Topics (eleven subpoints: The Holy Scriptures; The Inerrancy of the 
Scriptures; The Authority of the Scriptures; The Gospel; The Historical-Critical Method; 
Permissiveness; The Ordination of Women to the Pastoral Ministry; The Third Use of the 
Law; Commitment to the Lutheran Confessions; The Seminary’s Responsibility toward the 
Synod’s Doctrinal Stance; Conversations with Seminary Students); 6. The Report of the 
Board of Control of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri; 7. Statement by the Synodical 
President; 8. Epilog. Appendices in six parts.


