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Preface

The name of this book, Fundamental Greek Grammar, reveals the philosophy on 
which it is built, namely, that one must learn the fundamentals first, then build on this 
foundation for the mastery of more complex material. Now more than ever before is 
such an approach demanded. Many of today’s students of New Testament Greek do 
not bring with them a liberal arts background (not to mention a previous knowledge 
of Latin or classical Greek). Others, though trained in the humanities, embark on their 
study later in life and are handicapped by the ravages of time. Still others are poorly 
trained in English, whatever their discipline or age, and as such find it difficult to mas-
ter any language, even their own.

What does such a “fundamental” approach mean in instructional terms? Simply 
this: moving from what is known to what is unknown—and assuming that what is 
known is, in fact, very little. Practically speaking, this means beginning with English—
explaining English forms and structures in quite some detail—so that students can 
understand the explanations of and illustrations for the Greek in their own language. 
A “fundamental” approach also means proceeding from what is easy to what is hard 
(all exercises, translations, and Bible passages are so ordered) and from what is regular 
to what is irregular or an exception (thus the presentation of a given item may be split 
into two rather widely separated chapters). This makes learning as simple and effective 
as possible.

The present edition, as well as all prior editions, in no way overturns this philoso-
phy or approach, which characterized the first edition. But significant revisions have 
been undertaken once again. In addition to corrections of various printing and other 
errors, and in addition to the inclusion of still more appropriate Bible passages, a num-
ber of clarifications have been introduced, in headings, in layouts, and in explanations. 
Most important, however, is the modification of the presentation of verbal aspect fea-
tures relative to the Greek verb. Now, already in chapter 3, options are introduced for 
understanding and translating the present indicative, options that facilitate the detailed 
presentation of verbal aspect in chapter 9. The answer key has been updated to reflect 
this improvement. An important verbal aspect issue relative to negative commands has 
also been addressed in chapter 32. 

The user of this fourth revised edition should remember to take advantage of 
several features introduced in the immediately prior fourth edition, particularly the 
“Abbreviations” list immediately following this preface, the “Scripture Index” on the 
very last pages, and, most critical, the review of the English language, entitled “Eng-
lish Review for Greek” that follows the “Answer Key” at the back of the volume. This 
review provides a solid foundation for elementary Greek students and is of value, 
whether considered in great detail or more generally.
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Finally, my heartfelt expressions of thanks. Many thanks go to Concordia 
Publishing House for its strong commitment to this textbook for over three 
decades; to its editors, especially Alexa Hatesohl, for their careful and diligent 
work; to my former students and colleagues who continue to stimulate and to 
challenge; to Professor Chrys C. Caragounis of the international New Testament 
society, Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas, one of the world’s great authorities 
on the development of the Greek language, who has been a continuing inspira-
tion; and to Dr. Jay Smith, Professor of New Testament at Dallas Theological 
Seminary, who detects errors, suggests improvements, and continues to drive this 
work toward excellence in presentation. Special thanks abound to my wife, Judy, 
for her strong, faithful, and unwavering support for me and for all of my projects 
year after year. What a blessing! Most of all, thanks be to our good and gracious 
God, in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who has given me the opportunity 
through writing and teaching to magnify his glorious and faithful Word.

Soli Deo Gloria! 
The Feast of the Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great,  

Gregory of Nazianzus, John Chrysostom, 2019
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Abbreviations

A denotes active voice for a verb form.

a when attached to a citation of a given Bible passage (e.g., 1 Corin-
thians 1:23a in chapter 4), denotes the initial portion of that pas-
sage, ending with the Greek word(s) indicated.

A/Acc./acc. denotes accusative case for a noun, adjective, or participle form.

+ acc. denotes that the words governed by a preposition are in the accu-
sative case.

(adj.) denotes that a given vocabulary word is an adjective.

(adv.) denotes that a given vocabulary word is an adverb.

Aor. denotes aorist tense for a verb form. 

b when attached to a citation of a given Bible passage (e.g., John 
9:19b in chapter 3), denotes the latter portion of that passage, 
beginning with the Greek word(s) indicated.

(C)/(Cs) denotes that a compound verb/several compound verbs, unhy-
phenated, occur(s) in a given Bible passage (see, e.g., Matthew 
19:23b in chapter 8; Luke 20:31b in chapter 9).

cf. denotes compare, indicating generally that a given form/word is 
similar to another form/word under discussion.

(conj.) denotes that a given vocabulary word is a conjunction.

D/Dat./dat. denotes dative case for a noun, adjective, or participle form.

+ dat. denotes either that the words governed by a preposition are in the 
dative case or that the direct object of a given verb is in the dative 
(not the accusative) case.

EG/EGs denotes example/examples.

etc. when placed after a given compound verb form in the vocabulary 
(that is, one with a preposition added in front of the basic verb 
stem), denotes that the principal parts of that verb follow the prin-
cipal parts of the basic verb stem (see, e.g., ἀπ-άγω in chapter 9 [cf. 
ἄγω in chapter 8]). 

F/f./fem. denotes feminine gender for a noun, adjective, or participle form.

Fut. denotes future tense for a verb form. 

G/Gen./gen. denotes genitive case for a noun, adjective, or participle form.
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viii Abbreviations

+ gen. denotes either that the words governed by a preposition are in the 
genitive case or that the direct object of a given verb is in the geni-
tive (not the accusative) case.

Impf. denotes imperfect tense for a verb form.

Imv. denotes imperative mood for a verb form.

Ind. denotes indicative mood for a verb form.

(intrans.) denotes that a given verb/verb form in the vocabulary is intransitive 
in force and thus will not normally be accompanied by a direct object.

(Irreg.) from chapter 26 onward, denotes verbs in the vocabulary that are 
not predictable, that is, that are irregular in the formation of their 
essential forms/principal parts. The principal parts of such verbs 
are given in the Principal Parts chart on pp. 350–52.

LXX Septuagint

M denotes middle voice for a verb form.

(M) denotes a middle deponent verb, for which no active voice forms 
occur. Such middle voice forms convey active meanings, with no 
(additional) middle voice nuance. (Passive voice forms for such 
verbs may, however, occur.)

M/m./masc. denotes masculine gender for a noun, adjective, or participle form.

N/n./neut. denotes neuter gender for a noun, adjective, or participle form.

N/Nom. denotes nominative case for a noun, adjective, or participle form.

O denotes optative mood for a verb form.

(P) denotes a passive deponent verb, for which no active voice and 
(generally) no middle voice forms occur. In standard usage, such 
passive voice forms convey active meanings, with no middle voice 
nuance and no passive force.

P/pass. denotes passive voice for a verb form.

Pf. denotes perfect tense for a verb form.

Pl./pl. denotes plural number for all forms.

Plpf. denotes pluperfect/past perfect tense for a verb form.

(prep.) denotes that a given vocabulary word is a preposition.

Pres. denotes present tense for a verb form.

pron. denotes that a given vocabulary word is a pronoun.

(R) denotes that all essential forms/principal parts of a given verb can 
be formed predictably/regularly from the first principal part, that 
is, from the present indicative form. Normally this first principal 
part is an active voice form (e.g., λύω), but see (M) and (P), above.



 Abbreviations ix

(r) denotes that the essential forms/principal parts of a given verb 
can be formed predictably/regularly from the first principal part, 
that is, from the present indicative form, at least through the 
future indicative and the aorist indicative (principal parts 2 and 3). 
Unpredictability/irregularity will occur in some of the remaining 
principal parts, which are, generally, less critical.

S denotes subjunctive mood for a verb form.

Sing./sing. denotes singular number for all forms.

(trans.) denotes that a given verb/verb form in the vocabulary is transitive 
in force and thus will normally be accompanied by a direct object.
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The Rudiments of Greek:  
Alphabet and Pronunciation

A. Introduction
In this first chapter, we will introduce the basic components of Greek: the 
letters, their pronunciation, and the reading and accenting of words. The 
importance of this lesson cannot be overestimated. Students who never 
really master the alphabet or who fail to learn to pronounce words correctly 
are forever handicapped and never really learn the language in which God’s 
Word of the new covenant was written.

B. The Alphabet
1. The Letters

Small Capital Name Pronunciation

α Α Alpha a, as in father

β Β Beta b

γ Γ Gamma g, as in got 
(not as in generous)

δ Δ Delta d

ε Ε Epsilon e, as in get

ζ Ζ Zeta dz, as in adds

η Η Eta a, as in grey

θ Θ Theta th, as in thing 
(not as in this)

ι Ι Iota i, as in hit 
(long ι = ee as in machine)

κ Κ Kappa k

λ Λ Lambda l

μ Μ Mu m

ν Ν Nu n

ξ Ξ Xi x, as in axe

ο Ο Omicron o, as in ought

π Π Pi p

ρ Ρ Rho r

σ Σ Sigma s

τ Τ Tau t

1



2 Chapter 1

υ Υ Upsilon ü, as German ü 
(as in grün)

φ Φ Phi ph, as in philosophy

χ Χ Chi ch, as in loch (German Ach!)

ψ Ψ Psi ps, as in Ipswich

ω Ω Omega o, as in note

Note: ς is used in place of σ at the end of a word only.

2. Making the Letters



C.  Classification of Letters and Further Principles  
of Pronunciation
1. Vowels

a. Seven Greek letters are classified as vowels. These are as follows:

α     ε     η     ι     ο     υ     ω
(1) The seven vowels may be arranged thus:

  Short Variable Long

  α
 ε  η
  ι
 ο  ω
  υ

ε and ο are short vowels; η and ω are long vowels (the 
counterparts of ε and ο); α, ι, and υ are variable, that is, 
they may be either long or short. If α and υ are long, there 
is no change in pronunciation. The long ι is pronounced e- e-.

(2) We may further note that α, ε, η, ο, and ω are open vowels, 
while ι and υ are close vowels.

b. Diphthongs

(1) Type

(a) A proper diphthong is a pair of vowels pronounced as one 
syllable. The second vowel of a diphthong is always close, 
that is, ι or υ. The first letter is always open, except for the 
combination υι. The common diphthongs and their pronun-
ciation are as follows:

 αι = ai, as in aisle 
ει = ay, as in freight1 
οι = oi, as in oi l 
αυ = ow, as in cow (or as in German Haus) 
ευ = (y)ou, as in feud1 
ηυ = ay+ü (no English equivalent) 
ου = oo, as in soup 
υι = we, as in queen

(b) An improper diphthong comprises the vowels α, η, and ω, 
written with an unpronounced ι beneath (= ι subscript): ᾳ, ῃ, 
and ῳ. The ι subscript is often written on the line (“adscript”) 
when capital letters are used:

 (EG 1) οἴκῳ = ΟΙΚΩΙ

 The Rudiments of Greek: Alphabet and Pronunciation 3



(2) Length

 Diphthongs are always considered long, with one major excep-
tion relating to αι and οι. See D 3 below.

c. Breathing Marks

A word that begins with a vowel or diphthong carries a breathing 
mark, either rough or smooth. A smooth breathing mark ( ̓  ) has no 
effect on pronunciation; a rough mark (῾) shows that the initial vowel 
or diphthong is aspirated, that is, it is preceded by the sound h.

(EG 2) ἀπό = apo

(EG 3) ἵππος = hippos

Originally, the rough breathing was marked by H, but this came to 
be used for eta. See also William W. Goodwin, Greek Grammar 
(London: Macmillan, 1963), §§ 11–13.

Note: The breathing mark of a word beginning with a diphthong will 
appear over the second letter of the diphthong.

(EG 4) αὐτός

2. Consonants
a. Consonants may be classified in several ways (see Goodwin, Greek 

Grammar, §§ 16–26). The most convenient is to distinguish among 
gutturals (formed at the back of the throat), labials (formed with 
the lips), and dentals (formed by pressing the tongue to the teeth). 
These are often called stops (or mutes).

The following chart of stop consonants is useful and must be learned.

 Voiceless Voiced Aspirated

 κ γ χ = gutturals

 π β φ = labials

 τ δ θ = dentals

The consonants λ and ρ are called liquids; μ and ν are called nasals.

b. ξ and ψ are called double consonants. They are late developments 
in the Greek alphabet (Goodwin, Greek Grammar, § 27) and are a 
combination of a guttural (κ, γ, or χ) plus σ and a labial (π, β, or φ) 
plus σ respectively. ζ may be seen to represent δσ or σδ.

c. The consonants are pronounced as written, except that γ before any 
guttural is pronounced ng.

(EG 5) ἄγγελος = angelos (not aggelos)

4 Chapter 1



D. Syllables
1. Vowels and Diphthongs

Greek words are divided by syllable, as are English words. The same 
basic principles apply:

a. Only one vowel or diphthong is allowed per syllable.

b. Every syllable must have one (and only one) vowel or diphthong.

We may, therefore, divide the following words thus:

(EG 6) ἀ | γα | θός

(EG 7) δοῦ | λος

(EG 8) ἱ | ε | ρόν

2. Consonants
a. A consonant may begin or end a syllable.

b. A consonant surrounded by vowels normally begins a new syllable.

c. Several consonants together in the middle of a word begin a syllable 
together if they could stand at the beginning of a Greek word. (This 
point is somewhat difficult because Greek begins words with many 
combinations with which English does not. See EG 12.)

(EG 9) ἀ | γα | θός (see D 2 a, D 2 b)

(EG 10) ἀ | πό | στο | λος (see D 2 a, D 2 b, D 2 c)

(EG 11) πέμ | πω (see D 2 c)

(EG 12) ἤ | χθην (see D 2 c)

3. Length
A syllable is long or short depending on its vowel or diphthong. If it con-
tains a long vowel or a diphthong, it is long; if it contains a short vowel, 
it is short. The only exception concerns final αι and οι, that is, syllables 
at the end of a word that have the αι and οι diphthong as the last two 
letters. These are considered short for accenting purposes. (This will 
be important in chapter 2.)

E. Transition between Words
Greek was highly conscious of hiatus, that is, the open clash of vowels. 
As a result, two modifications often take place at the end of words.

1. If the final vowel of a word is a short α, ι, or ο, it often elides (drops 
out) when the following word begins with a vowel.2 An apostrophe 
indicates the elision.

(EG 13) παρὰ οἴκῳ → παρ᾿ οἴκῳ

 The Rudiments of Greek: Alphabet and Pronunciation 5



(EG 14) ἐπὶ ἀληθείας → ἐπ᾿ ἀληθείας

(EG 15) ἀπὸ οἰκίας → ἀπ᾿ οἰκίας

2. A short ι at the end of some verb and noun forms (usually after σ) adds 
a ν to prevent hiatus.

(EG 16) βλέπουσι αὐτόν → βλέπουσιν αὐτόν

(EG 17)  ἡγεμόσι ἀποστόλων → ἡγεμόσιν ἀποστόλων
Note the similarity to English:

(EG 18) an apple (not a apple)

F. Accents (Just to Get Started)
As it is commonly written in the West, Greek has accents. Note the marks 
(not breathing marks!) on the Greek words in the examples above, espe-
cially on the last syllable and on the second last syllable of the first two 
words in EG 14, respectively, and on the first syllable of the word in EG 
7. As with breathing marks, the accent is placed over a vowel and over 
the second letter of a diphthong (see the first two words of EG 14). For 
the purposes of this chapter, when pronouncing a Greek word, simply lay 
stress on the syllable that carries such a mark. The various accents and 
the principles of their usage will be discussed in detail in chapter 2.

G. Exercises
1. Which letter comes after each of the following in the alphabet?

β     φ     π     ζ     ν     ι     τ     ε

2. Which are the short vowels? the variable vowels?

3. Classify the following consonants.

a. κ = d. τ =

b. β = e. χ =

c. θ = f. π =
4. Divide the following words into syllables.

a. ἀληθής d. εὑρίσκω g. καταστήσονται

b. καινός e. οἶκος h. ἐπιστρέφω

c. δουλεύω f. ἔλαιον i. φευξόμεθα

H. Reading
Read John 1:1–5, pronouncing each word carefully.

6 Chapter 1



 The Rudiments of Greek: Alphabet and Pronunciation 7

I. Notes
1. The pronunciation of these letter combinations follows American tradition. 

Continental scholars pronounce ει as ei (as in height) and ευ as oi (as in oil). 
The latter system is superior for memorization of verb forms. On ancient 
pronunciation, see Goodwin, Greek Grammar, § 28, and especially Chrys C. 
Caragounis, The Development of Greek and the New Testament (Tübingen: 
Mohr-Siebeck, 2004), 339–96.

2. A final ε may also elide, but generally not in verb forms.
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The Rudiments of Greek:  
Accenting and Punctuation

A. Accenting
1. Introduction

Greek accent was originally musical, that is, indicating pitch, not stress. 
The accent marks were invented by Aristophanes of Byzantium, an 
Alexandrian, around 200 BC to aid foreigners in their pronunciation of 
Greek. (See William W. Goodwin, Greek Grammar [London: Macmillan, 
1963], § 107.)

2. Types of Accent
Greek has three basic accents, the acute (´), the circumflex (  ͂), and the 
grave (`). Originally, they indicated the rise and fall of the voice; now 
they simply indicate which syllable of a word is to be stressed.

3. Placement of Accent
a. Syllables to Be Accented

The last three syllables of a word are called the ultima (the last sylla-
ble), the penult (the second-last syllable), and the antepenult (before 
the second-last syllable, i.e., third-last).

       antepenult penult ultima

(EG 1) πα | ρε | κά | λε | σα
Only one of these three syllables may carry a word’s accent.

b. Letters to Be Accented

An accent is placed on the vowel or (second letter of the) diphthong 
of the syllable to be accented. See EG 1.

4. Rules of Accenting
a. General

(1) Position

(a) A grave accent may stand only on the ultima.

(b) A circumflex accent may stand only on the ultima or penult.



(c) An acute accent may stand on the ultima, penult, or  
antepenult.

  (a) (c) (b) (c) (a)

 (EG 2) υἱοὶ ἄγουσιν μαθητῇ παρθένον καὶ

  (b) (a) (c)

   δοῦλον καὶ ἀδελφόν
(2) Syllable Length

(a) A grave accent may stand on a long or short syllable.

(b) A circumflex accent may stand on a long syllable only.

(c) An acute accent may stand on a long or short syllable.

     (a)  (a)      (b)     (c)          (a)

 (EG 3) υἱὸς καὶ δοῦλος ἤγαγον ἀδελφοὺς

    (a) (c)

   καὶ παρθένους
b. Major Modifications

(1) Ultima and Words Following

If the ultima carries an acute accent, this changes to a grave if a 
word follows directly, without intervening punctuation.

(EG 4) εἶ ἀδελφός, but ἀδελφὸς εἶ
Note: A grave accent is simply an acute accent on the ultima 
that has been changed because a word follows.

(2) Length of Ultima and Accent

(a) If the ultima is long (i.e., a long vowel or diphthong),

(i) an acute accent cannot stand on the antepenult.

(EG 5) ἄγγελος, not ἄγγελου (ου is long)

Note: This rule means that a long ultima prohibits any 
accent on the antepenult.

(ii) a circumflex accent cannot stand on the penult.

(EG 6) δοῦλος, not δοῦλῳ (ῳ is long)

(b) If the ultima is short (i.e., a short vowel or final αι or οι) and 
the penult is long and the penult is to be accented, it must 
carry the circumflex.

 The Rudiments of Greek: Accenting and Punctuation 9



(EG 7) δοῦλος, not δούλος  
  (ου is long and ο is short)

c. Specific Applications

(1) Verb Accent

 Verb accent is recessive. This means that

(a) if the last syllable is short, the verb’s accent will recede to 
the left (from the end, i.e., back) three syllables to the ante-
penult. This accent can only be acute; see A 4 a (1) (c).

 (EG 8) λείπετε

 (EG 9) παρακαλέσητε
 Note: Intervening syllable length is irrelevant (see EG 9).

(b) if the last syllable is long, the verb’s accent will recede only 
two syllables to the penult; see A 4 b (2) (a) (i). This accent 
must be acute; see A 4 b (2) (a) (ii).

 (EG 10) παιδεύεις, not παίδευεις (ει is long)

 (EG 11) παιδεύεις, not παιδεῦεις (ει is long)

 Note: Because of these two rules, virtually all verb accents 
are acute and are on the second- or third-last syllable.

(2) Noun Accent

 Noun accent is persistent. This means that a noun’s accent will 
stay as it is on the same syllable on which it begins unless the 
ultima turns long in another form. In this case,

(a) if it began as an acute on the antepenult, it must move (it 
cannot change to a circumflex or grave because these can-
not stand on the antepenult).

 (EG 12) ἄγγελος → ἀγγέλου (ου is long)

   See A 4 b (2) (a) (i).

(b) if it began as a circumflex on the penult, it changes to an 
acute (a grave cannot stand on the penult). It need not move.

 (EG 13) δοῦλος → δούλῳ (ῳ is long)

   See A 4 b (2) (a) (ii).

 Note: In both cases, an acute accent on the penult results.

 An acute accent on the penult will generally remain as it is 
throughout all forms.

10 Chapter 2



 Note: A noun whose accent begins on the ultima follows a spe-
cial pattern of accenting (see chapter 4, D 3 b), but the accent 
will remain on the ultima.

d. Overall Summary

(1) Accent can always be determined for any given verb form. The 
verb’s accent always seeks to recede as far left (i.e., back from 
the end) as possible. If the ultima is short, it goes back three; if 
the ultima is long, it recedes only two.

(2) A noun’s accent is persistent, but the initial location of that 
accent must be learned; it cannot be deduced from general 
rules. It is worth remembering that if the ultima turns long, the 
accent

(a) is forced to move only if it began on the antepenult;

(b) is forced to change type only if it began as a circumflex on 
the penult.

(3)  In general, a word with a long ultima will have an acute accent 
on the penult.

B. Punctuation
The following punctuation is common in the Greek texts printed by mod-
ern editors:

 Greek English
1. . (period) = . (period)

2. , (comma) = , (comma)

3. ; (semicolon) = ? (question mark)

4. · (raised period) =  : (colon) or ; (semicolon)

C. Exercises
1. Accent the following verb forms.

a. βλεπομεν g. παρακαλεσεται
b. γραφεσθε h. ὑπομιμνῃσκομεν
c. γραφεσθω i. λυετε
d. λειπεσθωσαν j. λαμβανῃ
e. ἀναγινωσκω k. ἐπιγινωσκεις
f. ἐπιτελησατε l. λειπει

 The Rudiments of Greek: Accenting and Punctuation 11



2. The following words are nouns. The accent of the first form is given. 
Accent the remaining forms.

a. λόγος b. δοῦλος c. ἄνθρωπος d. ἀλήθεια e. δῶρον

λογῳ δουλου ἀνθρωπου ἀληθειᾱς δωρου

λογοις δουλον ἀνθρωποι ἀληθειᾳ δωρῳ

λογοι δουλων ἀνθρωπους ἀληθειαι δωρα

λογους δουλοι ἀνθρωπον ἀληθειαν δωροις

λογων δουλους ἀνθρωπων ἀληθειαις δωρων

D. Reading
Read John 1:9–13, pronouncing each word carefully.
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