
PRAISE FOR  
WALTHER’S HYMNAL: 

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.” The 
literary productivity of C. F. W. Walther is absolutely astounding. Of 
all the Missouri Synod presidents, I suspect only Franz Pieper (1899–
1911) came anywhere close to Walther. Excluding Pieper, our 
venerable first president’s output exceeds all the rest combined. That 
Walther turned his precious time and laser-like attention to the 
production of a hymnal at the very outset of the Missouri Synod’s 
life, demonstrates that orthodox Lutheranism has orthodox worship in 
its very DNA. Thanks to Matthew Carver, we now have Walther’s 
hymnal, which guided the life of the Synod through its German-
speaking period—six decades blessed with exponential growth. And 
much more than that, the core German hymnody that Walther thought 
a Lutheran hymnal ought to contain has been preserved largely intact 
to this very day in Lutheran Service Book. That the Synod should 
have maintained Walther’s deep convictions regarding freedom in 
matters of worship, while so broadly adopting similar practice 
through hymnals, is testimony to his Lutheran genius. 

—Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Walther’s hymnal, originally published in 1847, shaped the theology, 
graced the liturgy, and fostered the spirituality of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod almost from its beginnings, but did so in 
the German language. Until now English-speaking Missouri 
Lutherans have been unable to appreciate the significance of this 
collection of hymns, which, when it first appeared, was a pioneering 
anthology that sought to undo layers of editorial rewriting and 
truncation and give the texts in the language and length their authors 
gave to them. Matthew Carver has opened the closed door and 



provided English translations for all the hymns in Walther’s hymnal, 
and many are translated for the first time. 

—Dr. Robin A. Leaver 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music 

The text of Walther’s hymnal (Kirchengesangbuch), first published in 
1847 and appearing here in English translation, opens a window into 
the theology and piety of a group of nineteenth-century German 
Lutheran immigrants to America determined to establish and maintain 
a confessional orthodox Lutheranism in a new land. Drawing from a 
variety of English translations, many by the editor, Walther’s Hymnal 
will soon find a place in the libraries of all interested in the 
development of Lutheran hymnody in America. 

—Dr. Carl Schalk 
Distinguished Professor of Church Music Emeritus 

Concordia University Chicago 

Matthew Carver has performed an extraordinary service to the 
English-speaking spiritual descendents of C. F. W. Walther, the first 
LCMS president. Through the compilation of existing translations and 
his original translations of the remaining hymns, Carver has made it 
possible for us to experience one of the most significant resources that 
shaped the piety of those first generations of Saxon Lutherans. 
Walther’s Hymnal will serve not only as a rich devotional resource 
for our time but also as an impetus for future hymn writers as they 
add to our rich heritage. 

—Rev. Dr. Paul J. Grime 
Dean of the Chapel, Associate Professor 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN 

This book paves a path back to the roots of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, blocked until now for all those who are not able to 
read and understand German. But this book is more than just a 
historical remembrance. It also shows that Lutherans today still sing 
the old hymns that were sung by the forefathers of the nineteenth 
century, yes even by the Lutheran Church of the centuries before. 
Walther’s Hymnal enables readers to rediscover hymns no longer in 
use. They are now able to join in words and melodies that make 



accessible experiences and testimonies of Christian faith that may be 
underemphasized in our days. 

—Prof. Dr. Christoph Barnbrock 
Professor of Practical Theology 

Lutherische Theologische Hochschule Oberursel, Germany 

This resource is a wonderful packet of “Heirloom Seeds” for all who 
wish to learn more about the spirit and song of the Lutheran 
confessional revival of the nineteenth century. Those who study and 
sing the hymns in this collection will be treated to an experience of 
living theological and liturgical history that gives a glimpse into the 
faith expressions of those who passed a lively confession to us. This 
will be a welcome addition to the library of all who appreciate the 
Lutheran chorale, and for composers who are searching for “new” 
texts to inspire musical settings for use in the church, school, and 
home. 

—Rev. Prof. Dennis Marzolf, MDiv, MM 
Music Department Chair 

Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN 

Much rings familiar here. But it is fascinating to explore the different 
accents and emphases of the early Missouri Synod piety that 
Walther’s hymnal embodies. Hymns for warfare, severe drought, 
dangerous storms. Numerous hymns about sudden death and 
inescapable woes, from an age that knew these all too well. And 
throughout, hymns that express a deep confidence in Christ our 
Savior and the joyous mystery of His presence in worship. Dozens of 
the more than four hundred hymns, along with the prayers, are 
Matthew Carver’s original translations, most appearing in English for 
the first time. In this labor of love, Carver has provided a wonderful 
resource for historians, pastors, and homes—and a wonderful tribute 
to Walther and our Lutheran hymnody. 

—Rev. Thomas Egger 
Assistant Professor of Exegetical Theology 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 
Contributing author to C. F. W. Walther: Churchman and Theologian 

(CPH, 2011) 



Matthew Carver’s masterful translation of C. F. W. Walther’s 1847 
collection of German-language hymns opens a window on the mid-
nineteenth-century revival of confessional Lutheranism in America. 
This translation enables American Lutherans to read the orthodox 
hymn texts that were so highly prized by Walther and his fellow 
German immigrants during the 1830s, ’40s, and beyond. In so doing, 
one gains a new appreciation for the power of hymn texts to proclaim 
the Gospel in its truth and purity. 

—Dr. Daniel Zager 
Eastman School of Music 

Those who treasure American Lutheran hymnody will be forever 
grateful to Matthew Carver and the team that helped make this pivotal 
resource available in English. Without a doubt, the 
Kirchengesangbuch turned the ship of American Lutheran hymnody 
away from the influence of pietism, rationalism, revivalism, and 
unionism surrounding C. F. W. Walther, the church, and his time, 
onto a solid confessional course. And by grace, it is a course that lives 
on today. Jon Vieker’s historical introduction alone is worth the price 
of this book. 

—Rev. Richard C. Resch 
Kantor and Associate Professor, 

Concordia Theological Seminary 
Kantor, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN 

What a wondrous treasure trove Matthew Carver has opened for us 
English speakers with his translation of Walther’s Hymnal! I think not 
merely of the beautiful hymns that had not made it into English until 
now and that he has translated with care and an ear that is able to 
retain the ruggedness of the German original in English, but also the 
robust spiritual resources packed into the appendices: prayers of the 
great Lutheran divines for numerous occasions and needs and the old 
Saxon liturgy (morning service) which has all but been forgotten in 
the history of Lutheran liturgics in America. It is a book that will be a 
blessing to any lover of Lutheran doctrine, liturgy, and hymnody. 

—Rev. William C. Weedon, STM 
Director of Worship 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 



This English-language edition of Walther’s Hymnal demonstrates the 
enduring quality of the Lutheran chorale, both in its strong 
catechetical theology, vivid imagery, and captivating poetry. 

Matthew Carver has recovered translations long hidden away in 
forgotten books, and he offers many of his own translations, thus 
giving us the complete poetic texts in a way that is beneficial and 
useful for pastors, teachers, musicians, congregation members, 
theologians, and historians. Carver presents translations that are 
faithful to the original, and yet understandable today without being 
either archaic or forcefully modernized. 

Like any good Lutheran hymnbook, it is a devotional book for 
prayer and worship, and a doctrinal compendium to teach the 
Christian faith to young and old. 

—Prof. Mark DeGarmeaux, MDiv, STM 
Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN 

The German hymnal of C. F. W. Walther formed the spirituality of 
the early Missouri Synod. Many people marked their copy the way 
Bibles are often marked today, using the hymnal at home in their 
private and family devotions. Now it is available to a new generation, 
with over a hundred hymns appearing in English for the first time. 

—Dr. Joseph Herl 
Associate Professor of Music 

Concordia University, Nebraska 

 



\Walther’s Hymnal
 

church hymnbook 
for evangelical lutheran congregations  

of the unaltered augsburg confession

Containing The Most Popular Hymns 
Of The Blessed Dr. Martin Luther  

And Other Spiritual Teachers

Translated and Edited by Matthew Carver 
from the Kirchen-Gesangbuch für Evangelisch-Lutherische

Gemeinden ungeänderter Augsburgischer Confession (1892)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peer Reviewed 

Published by Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

1-800-325-3040 · www.cph.org 

English translation copyright © 2012 Matthew Carver 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House. 

Originally published as Kirchengesangbuch für Evangelisch-Lutherische Gemeinden 
ungeänderter Augsburgischer Confession, XXX edition: St. Louis; Missouri, 1892. 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
 

Kirchengesangbuch für Evangelisch-Lutherische Gemeinden. English 
  Walther's hymnal : church hymnbook for Evangelical Lutheran congregations of the unaltered 
Augsburg confession : containing the most popular hymns of the blessed Dr. Martin Luther and 
other spiritual teachers / translated and edited by Matthew Carver. 
       p. cm. 
  Includes index. 
  ISBN 978-0-7586-4117-5 
 1.  Lutheran Church--Hymns. 2.  Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod--Hymns.  I. Walther, C. F. 
W. (Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm), 1811-1887. II. Luther, Martin, 1483-1546. III. Carver, Matthew. 
IV. Title.  
 
  BV410.K5713 2012 
  264'.041023--dc23                                                            2012035020 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10                  21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 



[vii]

  Historical Introduction                                                                            xi
  Translator’s Note                                                                                    xv
  Abbreviations and Terms                                                                       xvii

hymns
  I   Sunday, Nos  1–12                                                                          1
  II   Advent and Nativity of Christ, Nos  13–46                                           7
  III   Circumcision of Christ and New Year, Nos  47–56                               33
  IV   Epiphany of Christ, Nos  57–61                                                       40
  V   Purification of Mary (February 2), Nos  62–65                                    43
  VI   Annunciation of Mary (March 25), Nos  66–68                                   45
  VII   Passion of Christ, Nos  69–95                                                         48
  VIII   Easter, or Resurrection of Christ, Nos  96–115                                    73
  IX   Ascension of Christ, Nos  116–124                                                   88
  X   Pentecost, Nos  125–141                                                                95
  XI   Holy Trinity, Nos  142–150                                                            107
  XII   St  John the Baptist (June 24), Nos  151–153                                     113
  XIII   Visitation of Mary (July 2), Nos  154                                               115
  XIV   St  Michael (September 29), Nos  155–157                                        116
  XV   Festival of the Reformation (October 31), Nos  158–163                      119
  XVI   Commemorations of Holy Apostles, No  164                                     123
 XVII   God’s Word and the Christian Church, Nos  165–178                         125
 XVIII   Catechism, No  179                                                                      134
   1  God’s Law, Nos  180–182                                                           134
   2  The Christian Creed, Nos  183–184                                              137
   3  The Holy Our Father, No  185                                                     138
   4  Holy Baptism, Nos  186–191                                                       139
   5  Holy Absolution, Nos  192–193                                                   144
   6  The Holy Supper, Nos  194–210                                                   145

Contents



[viii] [ix]

walther’s hymnal

  XIX   Repentance and Confession, Nos  211–230                                       161
  XX   Faith and Justification, Nos  231–246                                              178
  XXI   Jesus, Nos  247–262                                                                     193
  XXII   The Christian Life, Nos  263–291                                                    209
 XXIII   Morning, Nos  292–305                                                                234
 XXIV   At Table
   1  Before the Meal, Nos  306–308                                                    244
   2  After the Meal, Nos  309–310                                                      245
  XXV   Evening, Nos  311–322                                                                 246
 XXVI  Estate and Vocation, Nos  323–326                                                 255
   Marriage, Nos  327–328                                                                257
   Travel, Nos  329–331                                                                   258
   Harvest, No  332                                                                         261
   Addendum for Children, Nos  333–335                                           263
   XXVII  Praise and Thanksgiving, Nos  336–351                                           264
  XXVIII   Cross and Comfort, Nos  352–385                                                  279
    XXIX   Particular Times of Need
   1  General National Calamity, Nos  386–387                                     309
   2  Wartime, Nos  388–389                                                             310
   3  Persecution, Nos  390–391                                                         311
   4  Severe Storm, Nos  392–394                                                       313
   5  Severe Drought, No  395                                                            315
      XXX  Death and Burial, Nos  396–430                                                     316
   XXXI   Eternity, Resurrection, and Judgment, Nos  431–437                           344
    XXXII   Addendum
   1  Festival of the Reformation, No  438                                             351
   2  Estate and Vocation, No  439                                                      352
   3  Morning, No  440                                                                     353
   4  Praise and Thanksgiving, No  441                                                354
   5  Eternity, Resurrection, and Judgment, No  442–443                         355



[viii] [ix]

walther’s hymnal

appendices & indices
  I   Collects and Prayers
   1  A Christian Preparation for Prayer (L  Rabus’ Prayerbook)                359   
   2  Morning Prayer (J  Arndt’s Garden Of Paradise)                              359   
   3  Morning Prayers (Rabus)                                                          360
   4  (Another of His)                                                                      360
   5  (Another of His)                                                                      360
   6  Evening Prayer (Arndt)                                                             361
   7  Evening Prayer (Rabus)                                                             361
   8  Daily Confession Before Going to Sleep (Luther)                            362
   9  On The Seven Petitions of the Holy Our Father (Luther)                   362
   10  Brief Prayer for Faith (Luther)                                                   363
   11  In Tribulation of Temporal Cares (Rabus)                                    363
   12  Against The Persecutors and Enemies of the Church (Luther)          364
   13  For Ministers (Rabus)                                                             365
   14  For One’s Minister at the Beginning of the Service (Rabus )             365
   15  Confession to God After the Holy Ten Commandments                 365
   16  Another Confession                                                                366
   17  For a Longing for the Holy Supper (Luther)                                  366
   18  For Steadfast Faith in One’s Absolution (Luther)                            366
   19  Before Partaking of the Holy Supper (Rabus)                               367
   20  Sighs Before Receiving the Holy Supper (Luther)                           367
   21  After Partaking of the Holy Supper (Rabus)                                  368
   22  To Be Said by the Dying, After Receiving the Holy Supper (Luther)     368
   23  At the Point of Death (Luther)                                                   368
   24  To Be Said by Those Attending to a Dying Person (Rabus)               368
   25  Brief Litany and Prayers for the Dying (Rabus)                             369
   26  Forms for Baptism in Cases of Necessity                                     370
  II   History of the Passion and Death of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
   First Reading                                                                             371  
   Second Reading                                                                          372
   Third Reading                                                                            374
   Fourth Reading                                                                          376
   Fifth Reading                                                                             378



[x] [xi]

walther’s hymnal

  III   The Destruction of Jerusalem                                                       380
  IV   Summary of Omitted Portions                                                       387
  V   Appendix I: The Morning Service 
         on Sundays and Festivals with Communion                                 389
  VI   Appendix II: Supplementary Tunes                                                 395
  VI   Index of Tunes Arranged by Reference Number                                 419
  VIII   Alphabetical Index of First Lines                                                    424
  IX   Alphabetical Index of First Lines (German)                                      429
  X   Alphabetical Index of Authors                                                       434
  XII  Alphabetical Index of Translators                                                    438

  Copyrights and Acknowledgments                                                          440



[x] [xi]

Historical Introduction

When C  F  W  Walther and the Saxons arrived in Missouri in 1838–39, they brought 
with them the German-language hymnal they had used in their homeland  That hymnal 
was the Dresdnisches Gesangbuch, first published in 1796 under the oversight of Church 
Superintendent Karl Christian Tittmann 1 Concerning this hymnal, hymnologist Chris-
toph Albrecht notes: 

In Dresden there appeared in 1796 a typical Enlightenment hymnal  In the national 
newspaper, there was an article that demonstrates the over-confidence typical of this 
period  It noted: “We should have no need of a new hymnal for centuries because Dr  
Tittmann has provided the Dresden Hymnal with the greatest possible perfection, and 
the proper doctrine, as is here submitted in the selected songs, is exalted above all other 
improvements ” Ironically, the Enlightenment’s hymnals were among the shortest-lived 
in hymn-book history 2

 Tittmann’s hymnal, produced under the influence of German Rationalism, continued 
to be reprinted as late as 1837, just a year before Walther and the Saxons immigrated to 
Missouri 3 This was therefore the hymnal that Walther and his young colleagues knew as 
children, that they and their compatriots brought with them to America, and which was 
consequently in use at Trinity Congregation, St  Louis, when Walther began service there 
as pastor in May 1841 
 The minutes of Trinity Congregation indicate that for most of 1842 the congregation’s 
attention was almost completely consumed with the details of constructing a new sanctuary  
Shortly after the dedication of the sanctuary, however, the congregation resolved in February 
1843 that in the public divine services, only pure Lutheran hymns should be used 4 Toward 
that end, the congregation resolved in November 1845, at their pastor’s encouragement, to 
publish a new hymnal  Walther was put in charge of the project, along with a number of lay-
men from the congregation to handle financial matters and several clergy from nearby con-
gregations to assist in hymn selection 5 Some eighteen months later, the Kirchengesangbuch 
für Evangelisch-Lutherische Gemeinden ungeänderter Augsburgischer Confession (KELG 1847) 

1 A second edition was printed in 1798  See Dresdnisches Gesangbuch auf höchesten Befehl herausgegeben, 
(Dresden: Churfürstl  Hofbuchdruckerey, 1798)  See also Paul Tschackert, “Tittmann, Karl Christian,” in 
Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie (1894), 387–88 

2 Christoph Albrecht, Einführung in die Hymnologie (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1973), 95  
Author’s translation 

3 Dresdner Gesangbuch auf höchsten Befehl herausgegeben (Dresden and Leipzig: B  G  Teubner, 1837) 
4 “Minutes of Trinity Congregation, St  Louis, Missouri,” Concordia Historical Institute, St  Louis, Missouri, 

February 3, 1843 
5 “Minutes of Trinity Congregation, St  Louis, Missouri,” November 17, 1845 (p  344), and January 26, 1846 (p  

353)  See also Jon D  Vieker, “‘Who from Our Mothers’ Arms’: The Story of the Hymnals That Came before 
Us,” Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly 79, no  1 (2006), 4 
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was printed in New York City and shipped to St  Louis for distribution 6
 When one examines the Dresdnisches Gesangbuch that Walther and the Saxons brought 
with them, one finds little correspondence to the outline and organization of the hymns 
found in KELG 1847  However, when one examines the older generation of Dresden hym-
nals—specifically, those published prior to 17967—the outline and organization of the 
hymns resemble very much the outline that Walther adopted for the hymnal of 1847  Wal-
ther’s preference for the confessional Lutheran theology he found in such “old” German 
hymnals is further evidenced in an 1850 article in Der Lutheraner, where the writer notes: 

       only the old hymn books—which are also now and then in this land found among 
immigrant German Lutherans, such as the old Dresden, the old Marburg, the old Silesian, 
the Pomeranian, Prussian, Hamburger, Bavarian, etc —exhibit a sufficiently large stock of 
the old pure Lord’s Supper hymns containing the teachings of the Lutheran Church  And 
whoever has no such old hymnal in his possession, this alone should be enough to convince 
him to get the “St  Louis Lutheran Hymnal ”8

For Walther, KELG 1847 represented a repudiation of the Rationalist hymnals of his day 
and a restoration of the “old,” pre-1796, Dresden line of hymnals, fine-tuned to engage Ger-
man Lutherans in America as the first hymnal of the Missouri Synod 
 Walther’s remarks in Der Lutheraner announcing the advent of this seminal hymnal dis-
close the criteria that were used for hymn selection: 

In the selection of the adopted hymns the chief consideration was that they be pure in 
doctrine; that they have almost universal acceptance within the orthodox German Lutheran 
Church and have thus received the almost unanimous testimony that they had come forth 
from the true spirit [of Lutheranism]       9

 Walther’s emphasis on purity of doctrine was fully in keeping with the rise of the Confes-
sional Lutheran Revival during this period  Indeed, Lutheran, Anglican, and Presbyterian 
traditions—each in their own way—experienced a renaissance of conservative confession-
alism during the mid-nineteenth century, both in America and Europe 10 Walther and the 
Missouri Synod would play a critical role on the American side of that equation, and the  
 

6 The first edition of KELG 1847, contained the following: title page; table of contents; alphabetical hymn 
index organized by page number; 437 hymns, text only; melodic index consisting of 167 melodies in 103 
different meters; and an appendix containing various prayers with an index to their content, a Formula for 
Emergency Baptism, the Antiphons, the Proper Prefaces, and finally an Enchiridion, consisting of the Small 
Catechism with Luther’s Preface, and the “Christian Questions with Their Answers” (Christliche Fragestücke), 
the Augsburg Confession, and the three Ecumenical Creeds  Josephus’ Destruction of Jerusalem was added 
in the 1848 printing  In 1857, six additional hymns were added, and an additional 41 hymns were added 
in 1917  See Carl F  Schalk, God’s Song in a New Land: Lutheran Hymnals in America (St  Louis: Concordia, 
1995), 129–30; and Jon D  Vieker, “C  F  W  Walther: Editor of Missouri’s First and Only German Hymnal,” 
Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly 65 (1992): 53–69 

7 For example, Das Privilegirte Ordentliche und vermehrte Dresdnische Gesang-Buch, (Dresden and Leipzig: 
Verlegts D  Carl Christian Richter, 1791) 

8 “Die Gesang-Bücher,” Der Lutheraner 7 (1850): 35  Emphasis not original 
9 C  F  W  Walther, “Lutherisches Kirchen-Gesangbuch,” Der Lutheraner, June 1, 1847 as translated in Carl 

S  Meyer, Moving Frontiers: Readings in the History of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (St  Louis: 
Concordia, 1964), 182  Emphasis added 

10 See Walter H  Conser, Church and Confession: Conservative Theologians in Germany, England, and America, 
1815-1866 (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1984), passim 
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selection of hymns reflecting this “Old Lutheran” emphasis on purity of doctrine helped to 
ensure the spread of that commitment among German American Lutherans 
 Walther’s second consideration—that the hymns be universally accepted by “the ortho-
dox German Lutheran Church”—likewise reflected his commitment to Lutheran orthodoxy, 
but particularly to Lutheran orthodoxy in its German form  As Walther further explained 
in his Der Lutheraner announcement:

The editors have been fully conscious of the difficulty of their task         They can give the 
assurance that they approached the task with fear and trembling and from the Christian 
church’s voluminous treasury of German hymnody, according to the grace which God had 
given them, selected only those hymns which they recognized as particularly worthy of 
transmission from children to children’s children and of preservation as a treasure, as an 
inalienable possession of the German-speaking church.11

 That Walther, on the one hand, would be focusing his efforts on the production of a 
German-language hymnal for his German-speaking congregation is, in itself, unremark-
able  Other German Lutheran immigrants were doing much the same  Yet, Walther was 
clearly keen that the hymns selected for Trinity’s hymnal contain only those that were 
deemed “particularly worthy” among the tens of thousands available, in order to transmit 
to and preserve them for future generations as an “inalienable possession of the German-
speaking church ” 
 What Walther could not foresee was the way in which this “voluminous treasury” would 
one day transcend its German-language boundaries and be transmitted to a generation of 

“children’s children” who would sing them not in German, but in English  Walther’s KELG 
became the first and only German hymnal the Missouri Synod would ever have, available 
for purchase from Concordia Publishing House even into the 1960s 12 Compiled and edited 
by the synod’s founding president and foremost theologian, KELG would profoundly shape 
the piety and hymnological ethos of the Missouri Synod for generations to come  
 Matthew Carver has, for the first time, provided for English speakers a complete met-
rical translation of Walther’s “voluminous treasury ” For by the time the Missouri Synod 
had transitioned to an English-language hymnal just a century ago,13 more than half of the 
hymns from KELG had already been left behind  
 May this welcomed volume serve as a gold mine for the discovery and recovery of trea-
sures, “both new and old” (Matthew 13:52)  

Jon D  Vieker
Irenaeus of Lyons, Pastor

28 June AD 2012 

11 Walther, “Lutherisches Kirchen-Gesangbuch,” as translated in Meyer, Moving Frontiers, 182  Emphasis 
added 

12 James L  Brauer, “The Hymnals of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod” (STM Thesis, Concordia 
Seminary, 1967), 42 

13 Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, with Tunes (St  Louis: Concordia, 1912) 
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Translator’s Note

This book is a translation of a German hymnal, viz , the Kirchen-Gesangbuch of the Missouri 
Synod as it appeared until its second major revision in 1917  This translation is not an offi-
cial hymnal of the LCMS  The intent is to make intelligible to the average speaker of English 
a historical artifact which at one time served the church well, and which, it is hoped, may 
still be found useful today for the private and public devotion and edification of the church 
 A few things should be noted  Most importantly, the confessional and lectionary mate-
rial originally included after the hymns has been omitted  This is not to suggest that those 
central texts of our liturgy and confession (which are after all readily available in other 
resources) are of lesser import, but it results from a practical decision to offer a relatively 
economical resource containing the more original content—the hymns, prayers, and two 
composite readings—intact and unabridged from the German  Of these, the prayers are 
largely my own translation, except for those of Luther, many of which have been based on 
those of C  A  Kistler, Luther’s Prayers (Pilger, 1917)  Notes describing in greater detail the 
what has been omitted, as well as what formed the basis for the prose readings, are included 
in their place 
 The text of the hymns has been taken overwhelmingly from CPH publications, with 
a strong preference for those exhibiting more accurate and more harmonious language, 
though some exceptions to this rule have been allowed where a particular rendering was 
deemed to be too much a fixture to change or replace  I am indebted to The Lutheran Hym-
nal (1941) for the bulk of our present text, and it is in continuity with that book that the 
style of this one has been cultivated  Alterations have been made on occasion for greater 
fidelity to the original sense, rhyme scheme, or meter (e g , Miss Winkworth’s translation, 

“Lord, hear the voice of my complaint,” altered in #273), or because of centoizing, when 
multiple stanzas had been combined into fewer (e g , Praise the Almighty, my soul adore 
Him,” #441)  In a very few cases, a less than ideal translation has been retained because of its 
overwhelming popularity  For many hymns for which no translation was discoverable, and 
for not a few in which the original sense was so obscured, or the meter and rhyme so altered, 
as to render them unfit for a book that purports to have translation among its chief aims, 
it was found necessary to invent a substitute  Thus about 120 hymns, and an uncounted 
number of additional stanzas, are original to this hymnal 
 Before the hymns, sequentially speaking, the antiphons and prefaces, omitted from this 
translation, originally held their place; these are mentioned together with other omissions 
after the prayer appendix following the hymns  For the sake of cross-reference, not only the 
order of the thematic sections of the hymnody, but also the sequence of the hymns within 
each section, has been maintained from the German, though the English titles now neces-
sarily obscure the fact that, within each section, the hymns were arranged not haphazardly 
or by order of importance or preference, but alphabetically  
 This more or less objective arrangement was facilitated by the fact that there was no 
musical notation to deal with when laying out the hymns  With notation, often two shorter 
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translator’s note

hymns must go together on a page, or one long hymn may need to occupy two facing pages, 
and throw everything out of order  Because of the added time and cost of including mu-
sic, the present translation follows the precedent set by the German hymnbook  Most of 
the tunes needed to sing the hymns will be found in four-part settings in The Lutheran 
Hymnal, The Worship Supplement (1969), Lutheran Worship, and Lutheran Service Book, 
etc  References to these settings are included in brackets before each hymn  Some, marked 

“mel ,” provide the melody only  Settings for tunes that could not be found in current hym-
nals, have, as far as possible, been included in the musical appendix  One exception is a 
setting of Luther’s Te Deum, which because of length had to be omitted  A setting for that 
is found in The Worship Supplement (1969) in a somewhat abbreviated form  For many 
hymns, an asterisk has been placed in the tune references to indicate alternate tunes not 
appointed in the original hymnal but having a (usually greater) history of use with the 
lyrics in question, or else being an acceptable in tone as a substitute where the singers are 
too unfamiliar with the proper tune  Many of these alternates are based on suggestions by 
the commission tasked with revising the old hymnal (see their reports in Lehre und Wehre, 
vol  55, pp  198ff )  Alternate tunes can also be found by using the tune reference number 
(a number between 1 and 103) which follows each hymn tune name  The reader then 
refers to this number in the hymn tune index, where the other hymn tunes of the same 
meter are found  Some corrections to authors and dates have been silently introduced in 
keeping with their recommendations as well as with more recent sources  
 Many capable persons contributed meaningfully to the completion and quality of this 
book  My wife Amanda donated her hours and expertise to design and lay out the book  
Revs  Joel Baseley and Richard Stuckwisch spent precious time reviewing its contents and 
made many helpful suggestions which greatly improved it and clarified its purpose  Rev  
Jon D  Vieker generously contributed the fruits of his ongoing research as well as other es-
sential materials and criticism  Everything else right and good in this book is largely owing 
to the kind contributions and help of many other ministers of the holy office, including 
Revs  Mark Braden, Mark DeGarmeaux, Dan Harmelink, Ken Howes, Benjamin Mayes, 
Mark Preus, Jacob Sutton, and Brian Westgate; also to Rev  Sem  Micah Schmidt  Further 
assistance with and criticism of the musical appendix was provided by Mrs  Carol Butler, 
Rev  Sean Daenzer, Dr  Joe Herl, and Mr  Kevin J  Hildebrand 

Matthew Carver
Nativity of St  John the Baptist

24 June AD 2012
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Tune: Durch Adams Fall ist ganz verderbt  83  [p  401]

  1  Rejoice this day, dear Christendom! 
For Jesus, the Anointed, 
Our Lord and Savior, now is come, 
The One whom God appointed 
By His own grace / And for His praise  
O God, now grant Thy blessing! 
And strengthen us / Thine anthem thus 
To Thee to be addressing!

  3  She shall her Lord, Christ Jesus, bear, 
She hears the angel telling: 
Immanuel her flesh will share, 
The Lord, all lords excelling  
The maid demure, / All chaste and pure, 
Though wond’ring at the story, 
The Word receives / And well believes 
In God’s great pow’r and glory 

  2  Our God is just in all He says; 
His promises, once spoken, 
Endure, though often He delays, 
And some may think them broken  
God’s Son we greet, / Our Mercy-Seat! 
Her Savior earth beholdeth  
O wondrous sign! / A Guest divine 
The Virgin’s womb enfoldeth 

 

  4  How blest, this age of grace to see! 
What honor like no other,—
That Thou, God from eternity, 
Shouldst thus become our Brother! 
Thy Church now prays, / Teach us always
To trust Thy Word as given, 
Until we view / With vision new 
That wondrous work in heaven 

—P  Hagen, ca  1600; tr , M  Carver 

Tune: Herr Christ, der einig Gotts Sohn  48  [LW 72; LSB 402]

  1  Now let us gravely ponder 
Salvation’s blessed Ground, 
And pay Him every honor 
Who hath our souls unbound 
From sin, death, and damnation, 
And did not scorn His Passion, 
The devil to confound 

  3  The name of Christ He carried, 
For He the world would save, 
And suff ’ring, dead, and buried, 
Crush Satan and the grave; 
And thus, hell’s gates all riven, 
He fills the courts of heaven, 
Howe’er the foe may rave 

  2  ’Twas Jesus that God named Him, 
Born of the Virgin blest, 
And so have we acclaimed Him, 
And as the Christ confessed, 
Who frees us from transgression 
And grants us consolation 
Whene’er our soul is pressed 

 

  4  This Jesus, overthrowing 
Iniquity and sin, 
And righteousness bestowing, 
Would be, to death’s chagrin, 
Of death itself th’ Undoing, 
All things to right renewing 
Which to us lost had been 

Annunciation of Mary

66

67

march 25



[46] [47]

annunciation of mary

  5  To Him God gave the scepter 
Of all divine command 
To rule the Kingdom ever 
Enthroned at God’s right hand 
To govern all our spirits 
Which through His bloody merits 
He bears to heaven’s land 

  9  His throne shall last forever, 
His scepter never shake, 
The walls of Zion never 
Be breached, or crumbling, break; 
With oil of gladness, o’er us 
He rose on high, victorious, 
Nor doth His flock forsake 

  6  By God was He appointed 
High Priest with holy pow’r, 
And pledged as the Anointed, 
Upon the glorious hour 
His people’s souls to nourish, 
And evermore to flourish 
As Sharon’s fairest flow’r 

10  Since God in flesh drew nigh us, 
And keeps us e’er secure,
With blessings doth supply us, 
Then let us not demur, 
True God and Man to name Him 
And Undivided claim Him, 
The God-Man’s praise assure 

  7  As Lord shall men address Him, 
All thrones on Him bestow, 
And thus shall they confess Him, 
That all the earth may know: 
He is true God forever, 
And still our only Savior 
Within this vale of woe 

11  To Jesus it was given 
The rocky earth to rear
And spread the scroll of heaven 
And by His counsel clear
The angel hosts engender, 
Which act as our defender 
And need not shield nor spear 

  8  The Holy Scriptures name Him 
Jehovah, King divine; 
All knees shall bend to claim Him, 
All earth in praise combine, 
All tongues shall loud adore Him 
With songs of thanks before Him 
As far as sun doth shine 

12  This Jesus, too, shall wake us 
From death with pow’r and might, 
From tyranny shall take us, 
The wicked put to flight  
He sees our hearts and knows them, 
And He His heaven shows them 
Who share His heart contrite 

13  Let us in spirit lowly 
Adore the Son and Heir 
Of God Most High, Most Holy, 
Whose is the crown to bear, 
To whom all rule is given  
Grant, Lord, Thy grace from heaven, 
And bring us to Thee there 

—J  Rist, 1656; tr , M  Carver 
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Tune: Der Heilge Geist hernieder kam  21  [p  399; or TLH 108*; LW 147*]

  1  The Holy Ghost made His descent,
Into th’ Apostles hearts He went,
He filled them with His holy grace 
And taught them tongues of many̮a race 
Alleluia!

  2  He sent them forth with heav’nly flame,
God’s mighty wonders to proclaim,
To teach God’s love in Christ from heav’n, 
That sin and guilt are now forgiv’n 
Alleluia!

  3  Praise be to God upon His throne, 
And praise to Christ, His only Son, 
And to the Spirit whom He gave; 
Us may He ever guide and save  
Alleluia!

—Anon , after Spiritus sancti gratia, ab ; tr , M  Carver 

Tune: Erschienen ist der herrlich Tag  21  [TLH 108; LW 147; or as #126 above]

  1  The Holy Ghost’s abundant grace 
Found in th’ Apostles’ hearts a place;
The fullest blessing there was shown, 
That they might speak in tongues unknown  
Alleluia!

  4  “When forth ye go, my Word to bring 
And stand before both prince and king, 
Fear not, nor strive to comprehend 
How ye My honor shall defend ”
Alleluia!

  2  Christ sent them once to every land 
With wondrous power and command, 
For where they went, the people heard 
In native tongue God’s Holy Word  
Alleluia!

  5  “The Holy Ghost will guide your speech, 
All skill and wisdom He will teach, 
That never craft nor might at all 
From preaching Me shall make you fall ”
Alleluia!

  3  To them He said: “This day receive 
The Spirit, that men may believe, 
For He shall teach you when in need 
All things that follow and precede ”
Alleluia!

  6  To God the Comforter be praise, 
Who guides the Church from error’s ways 
To look in faith to Christ above, 
And kindles hearts with flames of love 
Alleluia!

  7  Therefore, rejoicing loud, we sing, 
To bless the Lord and praise to bring 
To God the Holy Trinity, 
To whom be thanks eternally  
Alleluia!

—J  Leon, †1597, after Spiritus sancti gratia; tr , M  Carver 
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Tune: Helft mir Gotts Güte preisen  58  [TLH 112]

  1  Rejoice, all Christians, proudly! 
God gives us His own Son; 
Sing praises to Him loudly, 
For from His heav’nly throne 
He sends His Holy Ghost, 
Who through the Word instructs us, 
To greater faith conducts us, 
To Jesus points His host 

  3  O God of greatest kindness 
Grant us to hold Thee dear, 
Nor grieve Thee by our blindness; 
Our sinful record clear, 
Lead us on pathways true, 
Help us to hear Thy preaching 
And follow in Thy teaching, 
Which is our office due 

  2  The holy Word of heaven
From God, our Refuge high, 
Has now to us been given
Who did in folly lie: 
Of grace how great a store! 
For now our heart can claim Him 
And heav’nly Father name Him, 
Our Guardian evermore 

  4  From heaven hither send us 
Thy Spirit, our dear Guest, 
To strengthen and attend us, 
When by our crosses pressed, 
To comfort in death’s woe, 
Our souls to carry thither 
In heaven’s gates together, 
Thy glorious light to know 

—G  Werner, 1639; tr , M  Carver 

Tune: Werde munter, mein Gemüte  66  [TLH 207; LW 263; LSB 548]

  1  Send, O God, a gentle shower, 
For my heart is dry as sand; 
Father, bathe Thy drooping flower, 
Water Thou Thy thirsty land; 
Let Thy Holy Spirit’s boon 
O’er me from Thy heav’nly throne 
Like abundant streams be flowing, 
Blessings on my heart bestowing 

  3   Jesus, who for my salvation 
To the Father didst ascend, 
Hear my earnest supplication, 
Unto me Thy Spirit send; 
Let the Comforter for aye 
Bide with me, my strength and stay, 
That in faith I may not waver, 
Steadfast in the truth forever 

  2  By a human father, even 
Though he is by sin defiled, 
Only good gifts will be given 
Unto a belovèd child; 
How much more dost Thou the same, 
For “Good Father” is Thy name! 
Thou wilt send to me Thy Spirit, 
Thy good gifts I shall inherit 

  4  Holy Ghost, strength of the simple, 
O make Thine abode with me, 
Let me ever be Thy temple; 
Cheerfully I welcome Thee  
Do Thou purify my heart, 
Cast out all things that might part 
Me from those sweet joys of heaven 
Which by Thee to faith are given 
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Tune: Es ist das Heil uns kommen her  49  [TLH 377; LW 355; LSB 555]

  1  Thrice Holy God, incline Thy sight 
From heaven’s height; O Father, 
See how to Thee, the Lord of might, 
Thy little flock doth gather: 
Receive the bidding sigh and groan 
Which here we offer to Thy throne, 
And consecrate Thy dwelling 

  5  Here shall we bow in penitence,
Here humbly, too, be kneeling, 
Confessing every dark offense, 
And to the cross appealing, 
In sorrow own our bloody guilt, 
And seek forgiveness in what spilt 
From Christ’s afflicted body 

  2  We build this temple in Thy name; 
We are but Thy attendants  
Without Thee, ’tis an empty frame  
Here we and our descendants 
In habitations hallowed Thine 
Will hear Thy laws and words divine, 
Yea, hear Thy saving Gospel 

  6  Here at this holy altar shall 
Souls famished come to dinner 
Where Jesus, Savior of us all, 
Will grace each sorry sinner 
With His true body and true blood, 
To death devoted for our good 
And shed for our salvation 

  3  Christ is its Corner-stone and base, 
The prophets and apostles 
On Him its noble pillars raise, 
No storm their teaching jostles, 
Though strong and sly the foe may be 
God’s city standeth happily 
Around the font of Zion 

  7  Here shall the man and wife be blest, 
The sick have supplication, 
The beams and gables oft be pressed 
With praise and jubilation, 
Here shall our leaders in command, 
Our church, our home, our school and land 
Be aye to Thee commended 

  4  Here shall our child be made secure 
In Jesus by baptizing, 
Their little hearts in kernels pure 
Of doctrine catechizing, 
As sprouts of heaven them to rear 
In Christian love and godly fear, 
True faith and its fruition 

  8  Lord, now this house that bears Thy name 
We to Thy keeping offer, 
From ruthless foe preserve its frame, 
Nor let it ruin suffer  
Make all retreat who treat us ill, 
Grant us in Zion’s calmness still 
To sing Thy hymns forever 

  9  Thanks, honor, splendor, pow’r, and praise 
To Thee, O Lord, be chanted,
That in the toil of many days 
A goodly end was granted! 
May that on which we now embark 
Still prove a good and sturdy ark 
Till earth and heaven perish 

—H  von Assig, †1694; tr , M  Carver 

consecration of a church
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Tune: Kommt her zu mir, spricht Gottes Sohn  41  [TLH 263; LSB 666 (no harm )]

  1  Grant us, O God, Thy grace, that we 
May ever own repentantly 
Our sin and our transgression, 
And faith in Christ unswerving claim, 
Who gives Himself the glorious name: 
The Master of Salvation 

  2  Make us obedient to Thy Word, 
In godly living undeterred, 
And glorify Thee ever; 
Thy gracious Spirit be our stay 
To guide us on the heav’nly way, 
Through Christ our Lord and Savior 

—S  Zehner, 1633; tr , M  Carver 

Tune: Ach Gott und Herr (Ion )  25  [TLH 215; LW 153; LSB 701]

  1  Alas, my God, / How great my load! 
My conscience doth upbraid me; 
And I have found / Myself so bound, 
No man hath pow’r to aid me  

  6  Then deal with me / As pleases Thee, 
Thy grace will help me bear it, 
If but at last / I see Thy rest, 
And with my Savior share it  

  2  Were I to flee / In misery, 
In some lone spot to hide me, 
Still grief and care / Would haunt me there, 
And peace be still denied me  

  7  Christ, where Thou art / All doubts depart, 
Thou won’st for me salvation 
Upon the cross, / By pain and loss 
And by Thy bitter Passion  

  3  Nay, Thee I seek, / for I am weak, 
Yet pity and restore me; 
Just God, make not / Thy wrath my lot, 
Thy Son hath suffered for me 

  (8  To God alone: / The Father, Son 
And Holy Ghost be given 
All laud and praise / Thro’ troublous days 
On earth, and e’er in heaven ) 

  4  If sin must owe / The rod of woe, 
Then be my path still rougher, 
Oh, spare no pain; / If heav’n I gain, 
On earth I gladly suffer  

  9  And like a bird, / When storm is heard, 
Will seek a tree-trunk hollow 
And sheltered stay / From all dismay 
In which the world must wallow: 

  5  Lord, curb my will, / Forgive my ill, 
Make Thou my patience firmer, 
Let me not groan / As I have done, 
Nor at Thy chast’ning murmur  

10  So, Jesus Christ, / My refuge prized 
In Thy dear wounds is hidden: 
When sin and hell / Would hope dispel, 
There shall my soul be bidden  

Repentance and Confession
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1. before the meal

Tune: Herr Jesu Christ, meins Lebens Licht  11  [TLH 288; LW 262; LSB 704]

  1  Lord, bless to us these gifts of Thine 
That they may nourish those who dine, 
And thereby strengthen and refresh 
Upon this earth our feeble flesh 

  2  For not by bread alone have we 
Our sust’nance in eternity;
Thy Holy Word alone can feed 
Our soul and give us life indeed 

—Anon , Frankfurt a  O , 1561; tr , M  Carver 

Tune: Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele  66  [TLH 61; LW 28; LSB 347]

  1  Mighty God, we sinners lowly
Pray Thee with a heart sincere,
Feed us as our Father holy,
And regard Thy children dear; 
Let us no starvation know, 
But our daily bread bestow, 
Grant to us Thy gracious blessing 
For prosperity unceasing 

  3  Let us make a clear confession 
And accord Thee endless praise, 
Giving Thee all acclamation 
For Thy caring father-ways;
Thou wilt never turn Thy back, 
And where we may something lack 
In this lowly, poor existence, 
Thou wilt give us Thine assistance 

  2  Let us never take for granted 
What Thou, dearest Father, hast 
Spoken, written, and commanded, 
When the hour of need is past; 
Grant that we Thy gifts may use 
As Thou wouldest have us choose, 
That we lift our hearts to heaven, 
And so eat what Thou hast given 

  4  In Thy name and grace we gather 
Round the table, each in place; 
Grant us nourishment, O Father, 
Keep our bodies in Thy grace; 
So refresh us that we may 
Gladly do our work today  
Guide our meal in every measure 
After Thy most gracious pleasure 

—Anon , Plön, 1672; tr , M  Carver 
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Tune: Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein  11  [TLH 141; LW 363; LSB 615]

  1  How long already, sov’reign God, 
I’ve had to bear my heavy load! 
How long my soul in misery 
Has cried its ceaseless cry to Thee!

  8  I know that merciful Thou art, 
That full of pity is Thy heart;
Therefore, O God, no longer prove 
More callous than a stone to love  

  2  And yet Thou gavest no relief, 
But greater only grows my grief; 
With every hour it doth increase, 
Nor day nor night will give me peace 

  9  If not to Thee my mis’ry grieve, 
Who else could swear such balm to give? 
And should some even deign to swear, 
Who hath the pow’r my soul to spare?

  3  I’ve often pondered in my soul 
How trickling rain can bore a hole 
E’en through the hardest porphyry; 
Thy heart seems harder yet to me 

10  But Thou, O God, canst mightily 
From all distress deliver me; 
There’s no adversity too great 
For Thy least word to dissipate 

  4  My tears of grief like rain distill, 
And o’er my cheeks in rivers spill; 
Upon Thy heart they freely fall, 
But cannot soften it at all 

11  I have sinned oft and grievously; 
What man may plead His case with Thee? 
Yet since Thou, Lord, hast promised grace, 
Upon Thy Word I’ll rest my case 

  5  O God, Thou Fountain full of grace, 
Whose faithful love doth never cease, 
Drop down the goodness of Thy heart, 
Thy mercy to my pain impart 

12  I’ll call and cry, I’ll trust in Thee, 
Till from my pain I shall be free; 
Though these so roughly now aggrieve, 
Thy Word can never once deceive 

  6  If Thou refuse to set me free 
From all my cross and misery, 
Then, Lord, do Thou but mitigate 
My pain, that I may bear its weight 

13  Although the world shall pass away, 
Immovable and firm shall stay 
What Thou hast promised in Thy Word; 
Thou wilt not fail to help, O Lord!

  7  So shalt Thou do some blessed day; 
Give me but patience that I may 
Endure my woe, as it should be, 
Nor be by sorrow turned from Thee 

14  And when my grief shall ended be, 
I will forever joyfully 
Thy helping grace and mercy praise, 
Which never left me in distress 

—J  Heermann, 1630; tr , A  Crull, 1866 / M  Carver 
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1. general national calamity

Tune: Wend ab deinen Zorn  13  [p  417]

  1  Turn back Thy wrath, dear God, and have compassion!
Bid not Thy bloody rod to rage forever;
Judge us not strictly after our transgression 
But Thy good favor 

  2  For, didst Thou judge us after our own merit, 
What man could bear Thy fury, wrath, and lightning? 
All that Thou madest would but death inherit 
With torments fright’ning 

  3  Graciously, Lord, our mortal debts forgive us, 
Let justice to Thy mercy’s rule surrender; 
For as Thou lov’st us, so wilt Thou reprieve us, 
Thine be the splendor 

  4  Are we but worms, yea, only dust and ashes, 
Burdened from birth by sin, by sorrows battered, 
Mortal and frail? Why, then, in wrath ungracious 
Should we be shattered?

  5  Look on Thy Son, His cross, His bitter Passion, 
Who by His holy blood hath us delivered,
Whose heart and side, for all the world’s salvation,
Freely were severed 

  6  Therefore, O Father, leave us not confounded, 
Through Christ bestow Thy grace and Holy Spirit; 
Let us with Him all heav’nly joys unbounded 
Come to inherit 

—B  Gesius, asc , 1583, after Aufer immensam; tr , M  Carver 

Tune: Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein  11  [TLH 522; LW 363; LSB 615]

  1  When in the hour of utmost need 
We know not where to look for aid; 
When days and nights of anxious thought 
Nor help nor counsel yet have brought,

  2  Then this our comfort is alone, 
That we may meet before Thy throne 
And cry, O faithful God, to Thee 
For rescue from our misery; 
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  3  To Thee may raise our hearts and eyes, 
Repenting sore with bitter sighs, 
And seek Thy pardon for our sin 
And respite from our griefs within  

  5  And thus we come, O God, today 
And all our woes before Thee lay; 
For sorely tried, cast down, we stand, 
Perplexed by fears on every hand  

  4  For Thou hast promised graciously 
To hear all those who cry to Thee 
Through Him whose name alone is great, 
Our Savior and our Advocate  

  6  Ah! hide not for our sins Thy face, 
Absolve us through Thy boundless grace, 
Be with us in our anguish still, 
Free us at last from every ill 

  7  That so with all our hearts we may 
To Thee our glad thanksgiving pay, 
Then walk obedient to Thy Word 
And now and ever praise Thee, Lord 

—P  Eber, before 1560, after J  Camerarius; tr , C  Winkworth, 1858, alt 

2. wartime

Tune: Das Jesulein soll doch mein  83   
[p  398; or TLH 437* (iso ); LW 414; LSB 714 (mel )]

  1  Grant peace, O God of faithfulness, 
O Father of salvation! 
Avert our great and clear distress, 
Prevent all devastation  
The foe with might / Has set his sight 
To battle Thy believer, 
Who lauds Thy Son, / The Blessed One, 
And owns Him Lord and Savior 

  2  Grant peace, O Jesus, Savior dear, 
Of all Thy flock Defender; 
Preserve Thy pleasing worship here, 
Thy work, Thy name, Thy splendor! 
All this the foe / Would fain o’erthrow 
And utterly abolish; 
So be our Stay, / Lord Christ, this day; 
In shame their works demolish 

  3  Grant peace, O Holy Ghost divine, 
Of all who faint Reliever, 
Both now and e’er Thy help consign, 
Thy Church from death deliver  
Our pray’r incite, / Our faith ignite, 
To true repentance lead us; 
Defeat The foe, / Thine aid bestow, 
In endless joy to speed us 

—C  Schneegaß, 1595; tr , M  Carver 
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1   
A Christian Preparation for Prayer

O heavenly, faithful God, dear Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, conceived and born in  
sin, am not worthy to lift mine eyes and hands up to Thee, or to open my heart and mouth 
to Thee, or even to be called Thy child  But since Thou hast not only bidden us, Thy poor 
creatures, to pray earnestly to Thee in all our cares, but also bountifully pledged and prom-
ised that Thou wouldst graciously hear us, and furthermore shown and taught us through 
Thine elect in the Old and New Testament, yet chiefly through Thine only and most beloved 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, both the words and the means whereby to obey Thee in what 
Thou biddest us, therefore, O God and Father, I come now, relying on Thy gracious pledge 
and promise, to call on Thee in my cares, and pray Thee in the name and merits of Thy  
beloved and only-begotten Son graciously and tenderly to hear me  Amen 

2   
Morning Prayer

Merciful, gracious God, Father of eternal light and consolation, whose goodness and faith-
fulness are new every morning, praise, honor, and thanks be to Thee for the blessed light 
of day, and for so graciously preserving me through the darkness of night and granting me 
a peaceful slumber and time of rest  Now let me rise joyfully again in Thy grace and love, 
protection and keeping, and make profitable and happy use of the blessed light of day  But 
above all, shine on me with the eternal Light, which is my Lord Jesus Christ, that I may be 
enlightened with His grace and the knowledge of Him  Guard within my breast the lamp of 
faith, stoke and strengthen it, stir up Thy love within me, confirm my hope, grant me true 
humility and gentleness that I may walk in the footsteps of my Lord Jesus Christ, and let Thy 
godly fear be always before mine eyes in all that I do  Drive out of my heart all spiritual dark-
ness and blindness  Keep me this day and every day from superstition and idolatry, from 
pride, from blasphemy of Thy name, from contempt of Thy Word, from disobedience, and 
from violent wrath, that this day the sun may not go down in mine anger  Keep me from 
hostility, from hatred and envy, from immorality, from unrighteousness, from falsehood 
and lying, from shameful greed, and from the willing and doing of all that is wicked  Stir up 
within me a hunger and thirst for Thyself and Thy righteousness  Teach me to do the thing 
that pleases Thee; let Thy good Spirit lead me upon level ground  Let me behold the host of 
Thine holy angels, even as Jacob; give them charge over me, to keep me in all my ways, to 
bear me up in their hands, lest I dash my foot against a stone; that I may be strong to tread 
upon the lion and adder, and to trample under feet the young lion and the dragon  This day I 
commend unto Thee my thoughts, heart, mind, senses, and all mine endeavors; I commend 
unto Thee my lips and all my words; I commend unto Thee all my works: let them redound 
to the glory of Thy name and to the service of my neighbor  Make me a vessel of Thy mercy 

Collects and Prayers
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arranged in five parts14

First Reading

When they had sung a hymn, Jesus went out with His disciples across the Kidron valley, as 
was His custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed Him  And Jesus said 
to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night  For it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered ’ But after I am raised up, I will go 
before you into Galilee ” But Peter answered Him, “Though they all fall away because of 
You, I will never fall away ” And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before 
the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times ” But He said emphatically, “If I must 
die with you, I will not deny you ” And all the discipl es said the same 
 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, where there was a garden 
which He and His disciples entered  Now Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place, for 
Jesus often met there with His disciples  And Jesus said to them, “Sit here while I go over 
there and pray ”
 And He took with Him Peter, and James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be greatly distressed and troubled, and said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death; remain here, and watch with Me, that you may not fall into temptation ” And He 
withdrew from them about a stone’s throw and knelt down and fell on His face and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him, and said, “Abba, Father, all things 
are possible for You  Remove this cup from Me  Yet not what I will, but what You will ” And 
He came to His disciples and found them sleeping, and He said to Peter, “Simon, are you 
asleep? Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, that you may not fall 
into temptation  The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak ” Again, for the second 
time, He went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, Your will 
be done ” And again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy, and they 
did not know what to answer Him  So, leaving them again, He went away and prayed the 
third time, saying the same words again: “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from 
Me  Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done ”
 And there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening Him  And being in an 
agony He prayed more earnestly; and His sweat became like great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground 
 And when He rose from prayer, He came to the disciples and found them sleeping for 
sorrow and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Why are you sleep-
ing? It is enough  The hour has come, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 

14 I have tried to follow the ESV as closely as possible in translating the original German text, which is based 
on Luther’s translation of the Bible  Changes and omissions are noted  

History of the Passion
and death of our lord and savior jesus christ
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As the time drew near when God wished to release the final wrath upon Jerusalem and the 
Jewish people, as the prophets and the Lord Christ Himself had threatened and foretold 
them, the following signs occurred:23

 A comet was seen in the heavens resembling a sword, which stood over the city for a 
whole year, and it was seen by every man 
 Thus also, in the days of Unleavened Bread, on the eighth day of the month of April,24 at 
the ninth hour of night, so great a light shone round the altar of the temple that it appeared 
to all to be day-time 
 Moreover, a heavy and strong bronze gate of the inner temple, which took twenty men to 
lift whenever one wished to open it, and which was secured with strong bands and bolts of 
iron, appeared to open of its own accord about the sixth hour of night 
 Besides these, on the twenty-first day of June,25 chariots and troops of soldiers in their 
armor were seen running about the heavens among the clouds in many places, smiting each 
other by night with great noise 
 Moreover, at the feast of Pentecost, when the priests were going into the temple to ready 
the things pertaining to the feast, they felt a quaking, and heard a great noise, and after 
that they heard a voice, calling: “Let us come away from here!” Although some say that it 
happened during Christ’s suffering, at the time when the curtain of the temple was torn 
 Likewise, there was one named Jesus, the son of Ananus, a commoner, who, as he went 
up to Jerusalem on the feast of Tabernacles, began to cry aloud by a particular spirit, “A cry 
from the east! A cry from the west! A cry from the four winds! A cry against Jerusalem and 
the temple! A cry of lament against bride and groom! A cry against this whole people!” And 
this was his mournful cry as he went about, day and night, in all the lanes of the city in a 
sort of fury  And certain men, indignant at his dire cry against the city, chastised him with 
whips and rods, but still he went on with the same words which he cried before 
 Hereupon this man was brought to the Roman procurator, where he was whipped till his 
bones were laid bare; yet he did not make any supplication for himself, nor shed any tear, 
but continually cried aloud, “Woe, woe to Jerusalem!” Albinus the procurator took him to 
be a madman  He did not go near any of the citizens, nor was seen by them while he spoke 
thus; but he every day uttered these words: “Woe, woe to Jerusalem ” And he continued this 
call without growing hoarse or tiring of it 
 But when the city was under siege by the Romans, as he was going around upon the wall, 
he kept crying out, “Woe, to the people and to the temple!” and at last he added the unexpected 
words, “Woe to myself also!” And just as he spoke these words, a stone came out of one of 

23 Certain parts have been corrected and improved from their classical source using the translation of William 
Whiston; this has chiefly affected quantities and a few personal names  I have noted the source of the text, 
when discoverable  Additions are given in brackets  

24 I e , Nisan, in the Jewish calendar 
25 I e , Iyar, in the Jewish calendar  

The Destruction of Jerusalem
drawn from the account of josephus23
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Appendix II
supplementary tunes
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