
PRAISE FOR  
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD 

Prepare the Way of the Lord is a remarkable achievement in the genre 
of “Introduction to the Old Testament.” Reed Lessing and Andrew 
Steinmann have managed to balance overviews of classic Christian 
and Jewish positions on such matters as date and authorship with a 
fair and concise review of historical-critical scholarship and its 
current perspectives. 

Charts, bibliographical data, literary analysis, and concise 
commentary combine to enrich the reader’s entrance into the Old 
Testament world. The description of issues surrounding the 
Pentateuch is exemplary and sets a high standard that is maintained 
throughout the volume. The student of the Old Testament—whether 
clergy, seminarian, or laity—will benefit greatly from the thorough, 
yet manageable, overviews. Particularly refreshing is the consistent 
fidelity to the Old Testament texts themselves. This fidelity leads the 
authors to a clear defense of historic positions, but with an informed 
and articulate discussion of the prevailing alternatives. Prepare the 
Way of the Lord will surely become the standard introduction to the 
Old Testament in confessional Lutheranism and other Christian 
communities with a high regard for the authority of Sacred Scripture. 

—Dean O. Wenthe, PhD 
Professor of Exegetical Theology 

President Emeritus 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN 

 
To read the Bible is to risk a thrilling adventure through wild jungles 
with thunderous cataracts and soaring timbers teeming with life. 
Some turn its pages like those who would make rain forests into 
concrete wastelands for billboards and bobos. Others, and we thank 
God for the likes of Drs. Steinmann and Lessing, come to the forest 
with a gleaming eye and forward lean, eager to plunge in, to explore 
the glories and relish the sights and smells and sounds, for there is 
always more to see. This book will take you on a life-changing 



expedition through the Book of books. Your guides are as faithful as 
they are courageous, and you will not regret your time on this 
excursion with these authors. Enjoy! 

—James M. Hamilton, PhD 
Associate Professor of Biblical Theology 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
 
Lessing and Steinmann offer us a readable, but scholarly, up-to-date 
introductory textbook for Old Testament study, connecting the plan of 
salvation in Jesus Christ with Old Testament history from Genesis to 
Malachi. With numerous maps, tables, and helpful exegetical insights, 
this book will serve seminary students well for years to come, and, 
because of the book’s frequent insights from the New Testament, 
pastors will benefit from reading the appropriate chapter before 
preaching on an Old Testament text. 

—Joel D. Heck, ThD 
Professor of Theology 

Concordia University Texas 
 
This book is a rich seminary-level introduction to the Old Testament 
rooted in the Reformation exegetical principles of humanistic arts, 
sola Scriptura, solus Christus, and sola gratia. It judiciously engages 
scholarship to inform a deeper understanding of God’s Word. Its 
focus, though, is the canonical text and its theological messages. Each 
chapter highlights theological themes that percolate within a biblical 
book and spins two golden threads that run throughout this testament: 
Christ and sin and grace. Drs. Lessing and Steinmann have written an 
Old Testament introduction that seminarians can fruitfully use to 
prepare them to proclaim God’s Law and Gospel.  

—Scott A. Ashmon, PhD 
Associate Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew 

Director of Core Curriculum 
Concordia University, Irvine, CA 

 
It is a privilege to recommend Prepare the Way of the Lord by 
Lessing and Steinmann. The authors have written an excellent 
introduction to the Old Testament for seminary students. They lead 
the readers into every book of the Old Testament by providing 
historical and archaeological background, by discussing its literary 
features, and by highlighting its theological accents. They also 



interact with the most influential hypotheses and secondary literature 
in a fair, evenhanded, and insightful way. Throughout their 
introductory remarks they show how the entire Old Testament leads 
to Jesus Christ and his work in the past during his earthly ministry, in 
the present through the church, and in the future at his Second 
Advent. 

—Paul R. Raabe, PhD 
Professor of Old Testament 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 
 
Unswervingly loyal to the witness of the Old Testament in its self-
affirmation as the Word of God, the authors demonstrate at the same 
time a thorough understanding of contemporary critical scholarship 
and the fallacies on which much of it rests. Their objective, however, 
is not primarily polemical but pedagogical, addressing the complex 
issues attendant to understanding the Hebrew Scriptures while 
showing how they testify to Christ and the Gospel. In both they are 
eminently successful. 

—Eugene H. Merrill, PhD 
Distinguished Professor of Old Testament Studies Emeritus 

Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, TX 
 
Lessing and Steinmann, two prolific Old Testament scholars, have 
produced an excellent introduction to the Old Testament which will 
be much used, especially in the seminary classroom, in the years 
ahead. Drawing on their own previous scholarship, as well as on that 
of their peers in the field, and on their years of teaching, they cover 
all the important topics, including those which are controversial. 
While they are fair in their representation of the various sides, they 
also clearly come through with conservative, Lutheran conclusions. 
Especially admirable is their emphasis on the Messianic theme 
throughout the Old Testament. 
 

—Walter A. Maier III, PhD 
Associate Professor, Exegetical Department 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN 
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PREFACE 
In June of 2010 when Edward Engelbrecht of Concordia Publishing 
House asked to meet with us over lunch during an LCMS professors 
meeting at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
neither one of us suspected that he would propose we collaborate on 
the production of a new OT isagogics book for seminary students. 
While we knew each other for many years by that point, and counted 
each other as friends, we had never had a chance to work together. 
Collaborating on this volume has been a rewarding and enriching 
experience, one that we are grateful to Ed and CPH for proposing and 
supporting. 

The writing of a work covering the entire OT is not an easy task 
for any biblical scholar. It is difficult, if not impossible, for any one 
person to be an expert on all the issues in every book of the Hebrew 
canon, and even two cannot possibly claim to have intimate 
knowledge of each book from Moses to Malachi. Nevertheless, we 
are thankful that the Lord has provided us with knowledge and talents 
that we came to perceive as complementary, making for a fruitful 
partnership on this volume. 

The goal of any introduction of the OT is to prepare students to 
read Israel’s texts with understanding and insight. Twenty-first 
century scholarship offers a myriad of ways to read them. How does 
the beginning student make sense of it all? What is helpful and what 
is detrimental to evangelical faith? And how do conservative scholars 
respond to critical views of the OT? To be sure, this information may 
be found elsewhere, yet there is value in having one volume that 
discusses the most important issues. This book interacts with these 
scholars in a respectful way while providing evangelical assessments 
that foster historical and theological confidence in the OT. 

At the outset a number of decisions were made that led to the 
product you have before you. It was decided that each chapter that 
treats an OT book should have sections on authorship and literary 
features as well as historical, archaeological, and textual issues 
(where appropriate). Of course, these chapters discuss theological 
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emphases. In addition, a section that treats the key biblical themes of 
sin and grace is always included. Some comments are brief; others go 
into some detail, such as discussions of genre under literary features 
and the importance of a book’s theological themes as they develop in 
the Bible. Chapters may end with a comment or two on how literary 
forms, historical backdrop, and theology, though separated in this 
book, are finally three parts of a unified whole. Our goal is to provide 
a bridge between the ancient text and its meaning and application 
today. 

Since this is intended to be an OT introduction for seminary 
students seeking to enter the Christian ministry, this book was 
designed from the beginning to be Christocentric in keeping with the 
ancient Christian conviction that everything written about the 
Messiah in the Law, Prophets, and Psalms finds its fulfillment in 
Jesus (Luke 24:44). Thus, in every chapter that treats a specific OT 
book there will be a section about Christ in that book. 

Early on it was decided that an introductory chapter on the canon 
and its formation was essential. In addition, we recognized that the 
Pentateuch needed not only chapters on each individual book but also 
a chapter introducing and evaluating Pentateuchal criticism since the 
Enlightenment. As we progressed, we also saw the need for chapters 
introducing the prophetic books as a whole and one summarizing 
more recent scholarship on the Book of the Twelve Prophets. 

Another early decision was to have only a limited bibliography 
for each chapter. Given the widespread availability of search engines, 
dedicated databases, and online library catalogs, anyone who wishes 
to compile a list of studies on any book of the OT can do so quickly 
and with relatively little effort, eliminating the need for large 
bibliographies in an OT introduction. Instead, we have included in the 
bibliographies only those works that are prominently mentioned in 
each chapter or which we consulted with some frequency in our 
research. In our book when a scholar’s work is referenced in the first 
instance in a chapter by complete name (not simply by surname), then 
there will be no bibliographic entry for that work at the end of that 
chapter. If a scholar is referenced only by surname in the first 
instance, that scholar’s work will be listed in the bibliography. 

We also decided to eschew the use of footnotes. Reading experts 
have demonstrated that most readers do not consult footnotes 
regularly. Moreover, we wanted to resist the temptation to place 
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extended discussions in footnotes. Anything we deemed worthy of 
discussion for students beginning their seminary studies in the OT 
ought to be in the text itself. Only quotations are footnoted. In the 
same vein, we cite only chapter and verse numbers as they appear in 
English versions, and not the variant numbers used in some parts of 
the Masoretic text. 

At times it is necessary to refer to the years of the reigns of the 
Egyptian pharaohs. Especially in the earlier period there are 
continuing discussions among Egyptologists as to the exact dates of 
these reigns. While we do not endorse any particular view, to simplify 
matters we have followed the dates given in one recent work, that of 
Hornung, Krauss, and Warburton (Ancient Egyptian Chronology. 
Leiden: Brill, 2006). For justification for the dates in biblical history 
given in this book, please see Steinmann’s explanations in From 
Abraham to Paul: A Biblical Chronology (St. Louis: Concordia, 
2011). In those chapters that rely heavily on this resource, it is also 
included in that chapter’s bibliography. 

Finally, we would like to thank those who helped us along the 
way during the time we spent working on this book. They include 
Edward Engelbrecht, Paul McCain, Laura Lane, and Sarah Steiner at 
Concordia Publishing House. It is our privilege to have been asked to 
write this work and our joy to have worked together on it. We chose 
the title Prepare the Way of the Lord based on Isa 40:3 and echoed in 
all four Gospels (Matt 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; John 1:23). It is our 
prayer that it will serve the Christian church in preparation of pastors 
and others in her service as they, like John, point others to Christ 
through the proclamation of God’s Word as revealed to Moses and 
the prophets.  

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
R. Reed Lessing, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 
Andrew E. Steinmann, Concordia University Chicago 



 

 

1 

THE OLD TESTAMENT CANON 
The OT is a collection of books. The word used to describe the set of 
books that comprise this collection is canon. Derived from the Greek 
word κανών, measuring rod, a canon is a corpus of authoritative and 
divinely inspired books accepted as such by an overwhelming 
majority in a religious community. Several religious traditions 
recognize the OT canon, though they may differ on the order in which 
the books are to be listed or whether some additional books are to be 
placed alongside those that others accept. 

THE HISTORY OF THE CANON AS A COLLECTION 

While the way in which the books of the OT came to be collected is 
shrouded in the history of ancient Israel, it is clear that at least two 
centuries before Christ (and perhaps earlier) the collection we now 
know as the OT had formed. The Wisdom of Jesus Ben Sira, written 
around 180 BC, made use of nearly every book of the OT, even 
mentioning the twelve minor prophets (Hosea–Malachi) as a unit. The 
NT recognizes an OT canon (although it does not use that term to 
describe it). It often mentions “the Scriptures” (e.g., Matt 21:42; Acts 
17:2; Rom 15:4) and quotes from them with the formula “it is 
written” (e.g., Matt 2:5; John 6:31; Gal 4:27). The NT divides the OT 
into small units, most commonly the Torah (the five books of Moses) 
and the Prophets (the rest of the OT). The NT, like Ben Sira, 
mentions the collection of the twelve minor prophets (Acts 7:42). It 
treats every book of the Hebrew OT as Scripture except Esther, and 
no book outside this collection is ever treated as Scripture by the NT 
writers. For instance, Song of Songs is most likely quoted as Scripture 
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at John 7:38 (though the quotation is also similar to Isa 58:1), and the 
Twelve Minor prophets as a group are referenced as Scripture at Acts 
7:42 (“in the book of the Prophets”). It appears that Luke 10:26–27 in 
quoting “the Law” combined elements of Deut 6:5, Lev 18:5, and 
Josh 22:5, treating all three equally as part of God’s inspired Word. 
Nehemiah, which is treated as Scripture at least as early as Ben Sira, 
was also known to the NT writers (Matt 1:5, 12; Luke 1:5). By the 
late first century Josephus (AD 37—c. 100), a Jewish historian and 
younger contemporary of Jesus, wrote about the OT canon and 
outlined its contents, giving a description that corresponds to the 
Hebrew OT we know today. 

Many higher critical scholars dispute that the OT canon was a 
recognized collection in Jesus’ day. For instance, McDonald argues 
that it was not recognized in its present form until sometime in the 
fourth century. He claims that NT quotations of certain Jewish books 
such as Ben Sira (Mark 10:19; 2 Tim 2:19), 1 Enoch (Jude 14), and 
the Assumption of Moses (Jude 9) demonstrate that the OT canon was 
still a fluid concept in the first century. However, Steinmann has 
examined these and demonstrated that the supposed quotations of Ben 
Sira may well be periphrastic quotations of OT books instead. The 
citations in Jude appear to be actual quotations from 1 Enoch and the 
Assumption of Moses. However, in neither case are these books 
quoted as Scripture. Note that the NT at times quotes works that 
clearly are not Scripture. For example, Paul quotes Aratus (Acts 
17:28), Menander (1 Cor 15:33), and Epimenides (Tit 1:12). It is an 
unsound procedure to hold that whenever a NT writer adopts 
phraseology or concepts from a source, he considered that source to 
be authoritative revelation—although this appears to be exactly what 
McDonald assumes. 

However, if we look at the places where NT authors quote 
“Scripture” (ἡ γράφη/τὰ γράμματα), “the Torah” (ὁ νομός), or “the 
Prophets” (οἱ προφῆται) or use the formula “it is written” (γέγραπται), 
we find that they only quote books found in the OT canon, and that 
the majority of the OT books are quoted at least once. Every book of 
the Hebrew OT is quoted by these formulas except Judges, Ruth, 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Obadiah, and Zephaniah. When 
we combine these citations with texts which refer to passages from 
the OT, without directly quoting them (such as the reference to the 
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Minor Prophets as a collection at Acts 7:42), every book except 
Esther is referenced. 

Moreover, several passages in the NT assume that a definitive 
collection known as Scripture or the Torah and the Prophets was 
accepted by most Jews and early Christians. For instance, Jesus told 
some Jews: 

You study the Scriptures because you think in them you have 
eternal life. They testify about me. (John 5:39) 

Jesus could hardly claim that the Scriptures testified about him if 
there was not a general and widespread agreement about the content 
of the scriptural canon in his day. The same assumption can be found 
in other NT passages (cf. Matt 5:17; Luke 24:44; John 1:45; Acts 
18:28; 28:23; Rom 3:21; 1 Cor 15:3–5; 2 Tim 3:15–17). Thus, there is 
good evidence to hold that the OT canon had been accepted some 
time before the first century AD and that its contents were most likely 
identical to the Jewish canon (and, therefore the Protestant OT). 

During the time of Jesus and Josephus, the OT did not exist as a 
book, but as a collection of scrolls. In the early centuries of the 
church’s history, bound books became popular, and people began to 
put the books of Scripture together within the covers of a single 
volume. At this time Christians, who seldom knew or read Hebrew, 
relied on Greek translations of the OT books. Along with these 
translations of various books of the OT, they also read other Jewish 
books in Greek. By the third century many Christians, especially in 
the West, began to accept these additional books as part of the OT 
canon. However, Jews and other Christians continued to treat only the 
books of the Hebrew OT as Scripture. 

During the Middle Ages, most Christians in Western Europe 
accepted the wider canon that included the additional books, while 
Christians in the East were divided over their status. At the time of 
the Reformation, Martin Luther and other reformers began to question 
the canonical standing of the additional books. When Luther 
translated the Bible into German, he removed them from their 
accepted place in the OT and placed the books between the OT and 
NT as worthy reading, but not Scripture. The same procedure was 
followed in English Bibles, such as the King James Version when it 
was first published in 1611. 
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Luther and the Reformers argued that no Jew in Jesus’ day 
recognized the additional books as Scripture, and the NT evidence 
demonstrates that Jesus and his apostles accepted only the books of 
the Hebrew OT. The additional books were labeled Apocrypha (from 
a Greek word that means hidden). In reaction to the Protestant view, 
the Roman Catholic Church reaffirmed their canonical status, labeling 
them deuterocanonical, “second canon.” Eventually, most Protestant 
Bibles omitted the Apocrypha altogether (since this made Bibles 
cheaper and less bulky) while Roman Catholic Bibles continue to 
include the deuterocanonical books within the OT. 

THE CANON IN VARIOUS RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 

Jewish 
(24 books) 

Protestant 
(39 books) 

Roman Catholic 
(46 books) 

Torah Pentateuch Pentateuch 
Genesis Genesis Genesis 
Exodus Exodus Exodus 
Leviticus Leviticus Leviticus 
Numbers Numbers Numbers 
Deuteronomy Deuteronomy Deuteronomy 
Prophets History History 
(Former Prophets)   
Joshua Joshua Joshua 
Judges Judges Judges 
 Ruth Ruth 
Samuel 1 Samuel 1 Samuel 
 2 Samuel 2 Samuel 
Kings 1 Kings 1 Kings 
 2 Kings 2 Kings 
(Latter Prophets) 1 Chronicles 1 Chronicles 
Isaiah 2 Chronicles 2 Chronicles 
Jeremiah Ezra Ezra 
Ezekiel Nehemiah Nehemiah 
The Book of the 

Twelve 
 Tobit 

Hosea  Judith 



THE OLD TESTAMENT CANON 

5 

Joel Esther Esther (with additions) 
Amos  1 Maccabees 
Obadiah  2 Maccabees 
Jonah Poetry & Wisdom Poetry & Wisdom 
Micah Job Job 
Nahum Psalms Psalms 
Habakkuk Proverbs Proverbs 
Zephaniah Song of Songs Song of Songs 
Haggai  Wisdom of Solomon 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

 Ecclesiasticus (Ben 
Sira, Sirach) 

 Prophets Prophets 
Writings (Major Prophets) (Major Prophets) 
Psalms Isaiah Isaiah 
Job Jeremiah Jeremiah 
Proverbs Lamentations Lamentations 
Ruth  Baruch (including the 

Letter of Jeremiah) 
Song of Songs Ezekiel Ezekiel 
Ecclesiastes Daniel Daniel (with additions) 
Lamentations (Minor Prophets) (Minor Prophets) 
Esther Hosea Hosea 
Daniel Joel Joel 
Ezra-Nehemiah Amos Amos 
Chronicles Obadiah Obadiah 
 Jonah Jonah 
 Micah Micah 
 Nahum Nahum 
 Habakkuk Habakkuk 
 Zechariah Zechariah 
 Haggai Haggai 
 Zechariah Zechariah 

THE JEWISH CANON 
The Jewish canon, often called the Tanak, an acronym for the three 
major divisions of its books (Torah, Nevi’im [Prophets], Kethuvim 
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[Writings]), consists of twenty-four books. The first major division, 
the Torah, encompasses the five books attributed to Moses. The 
second division, the Prophets, is divided into two sections. The 
former prophets are made up of books primarily concerned with the 
history of Israel. The latter prophets contain the messages of 
individual prophets. The twelve prophets are counted as one book—
hence the title “The Book of the Twelve”—since in ancient times this 
entire collection could be written on one scroll. The Writings contain 
other books, including poetry, wisdom, and historical narratives. 

Steinmann has argued that this arrangement of the canon 
probably arose after the first century in response to Jewish liturgical 
practices. Before this time all of the books outside the Torah were 
generally grouped together as “the Prophets,” as evidenced by the NT 
and other first century BC and first century AD documents (e.g., Matt 
5:17; 7:12; Luke 16:16, 29; John 1:45; Acts 13:15; 26:22; Rom 3:21). 
Later Jewish liturgical practice used a cycle of readings for each 
Sabbath from the Torah and the Prophets. Books that were not part of 
this cycle—those that were never read in worship or read only on 
certain festival days—became part of the Writings. 

THE PROTESTANT OT 
The Protestant OT of thirty-nine books is identical in content to the 
Jewish canon, although the books are arranged and counted 
differently. Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles are divided into two books 
each. The twelve are reckoned as twelve books instead of one while 
Ezra and Nehemiah are counted as two books instead of one. 

The Pentateuch (from Greek for five volumes) is identical to the 
Jewish Torah. The books that in the first century were called “the 
Prophets” are divided into three sections. The first presents the history 
of Israel in roughly chronological order from Joshua, Moses’ 
successor, to Esther. The second division is comprised of the major 
poetic books of the OT (including the wisdom books). The third 
section contains the messages of the prophets. The larger prophetic 
books plus Lamentations are called the Major Prophets, while the 
small books are called the Minor Prophets. (The distinction between 
major and minor is based on size, not on the importance of the 
prophet’s message.) 
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC OT 
The arrangement of the Roman Catholic OT is similar to that of the 
Protestant OT. The Pentateuch begins the collection, making the 
books of Moses foundational in the Jewish canon and in all Christian 
canons. The remaining books are once again divided into three 
sections of history, poetry, and prophets, with the deuterocanonical 
books placed in the sections where they most logically fit. The forty-
six books of the Roman Catholic canon include not only seven 
additions, but also expansions to Daniel and Esther that are found in 
the Greek versions of those books. 

ABOUT THE APOCRYPHA/DEUTEROCANONICAL BOOKS 
While Roman Catholics are often familiar with the books they call 
deuterocanonical, many other Christians are not acquainted with 
them. Among Christians from the Western traditions, Episcopalians 
are most likely to have heard these books read in worship, although 
many traditional Lutheran lectionaries once included readings from 
Sirach and the Wisdom of Solomon. 

All of these books date from the period between the end of the 
OT in Ezra’s day and the birth of Christ. Although some originally 
were written in Hebrew or Aramaic, the oldest surviving complete 
versions are in Greek. 

Additions to the Historical Books 
Tobit relates the title character’s devotion to the Torah and 

Israelite customs in Nineveh during Israel’s captivity there. His 
family suffers a number of misfortunes, but God’s angel guides his 
life and blesses his family. Written about 200 BC in Hebrew, the only 
surviving complete versions are in Greek and Syriac (a dialect of 
Aramaic). 

Judith relates the wiles of a daughter of Israel as she single-
handedly rallies her people to victory over the Assyrians after slaying 
the Assyrian general Holofernes. Judith was probably written around 
150 BC. 

Additions to Esther are from the Greek version of this book. 
These embellishments make Esther a more pointedly religious book 
and temper its apparent lack of theology by mentioning God, who is 
never mentioned in the Hebrew version. The Greek additions may 
date from about 160 BC. 
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1 Maccabees tells the history of the Jewish revolt against the 
Seleucid kings of Syria and the struggle against Jewish absorption 
into the Hellenistic world from 167 to about 127 BC. The rebellion 
was brought on by Syrian kings and their attempt to stamp out any 
distinctly Jewish way of life. The book relates the forty-year struggle 
led by the priestly Hasmonean family of Matthias and his sons, 
especially Judas and Simon, who were known as the Maccabees, 
“hammers.” The author admires these Jewish heroes and their 
commitment to Jewish customs and beliefs. Written in Hebrew about 
100 BC, the book was preserved only in Greek. 

2 Maccabees covers the period from 167 to 151 BC, overlapping 
the history related in 1 Macc 1–7. Instead of writing a strict history, 
the author relates selected incidents from this period to illustrate the 
heroism of the Jews and the protection they receive from God. Much 
more overtly theological than 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees was 
originally written about 124 BC in Greek. Much of it is based on an 
earlier work by Jason of Cyrene. 

Additions to the Wisdom Books 
Wisdom of Solomon was written by a Hellenized Jew who was 

familiar with Greek culture. He probably lived in Alexandria, Egypt, 
and wrote about 50 BC. The first part of the book is devoted to 
encouraging Jews in Egypt to remain faithful in a culture that 
encouraged pagan worship and mocked the Jews and their trust in the 
God of Israel. The second part of the book purports to be Solomon 
speaking in praise of Wisdom. Since Wisdom is personified as God’s 
agent in the world and as sharing his nature, the Wisdom of Solomon 
is an important link in Jewish thought between Proverbs’ portrayal of 
Wisdom (Prov 8) and Jesus as the incarnate Wisdom of God (1 Cor 
1:24, 30). 

Ben Sira is known as Sirach in Greek or Ecclesiasticus in Latin. 
This book contains the wisdom of Jesus Ben Sira, a scribe who 
trained others in wisdom in Jerusalem. It comprises mostly pithy 
sayings about worldly wisdom, common sense, and good behavior. 
Ben Sira was originally written in Hebrew between 190 and 180 BC. 
In 132 BC it was translated into Greek by Ben Sira’s grandson. The 
Greek version includes the translator’s prologue. 
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Additions to the Prophets 
Baruch and the Letter of Jeremiah contain four documents, 

two prose and two poetry. These works tell us about Jewish devotion 
to God’s law and their messianic hopes in the Babylonian exile. 
Although attributed to Baruch, a scribe to the prophet Jeremiah, the 
book of Baruch was probably written in the first century BC. 
However, the sixth chapter, the Letter of Jeremiah, was written up to 
one century earlier. 

Additions to Daniel, which are extant only in the Greek 
translation of Daniel and probably date from the second century BC 
include: 

The Prayer of Azariah: An addition to Dan 3, the prayer is 
purported to be by one of the three young Judeans condemned to be 
cast into a furnace by Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Song of the Three Young Men: Also an addition to Dan 3, this 
song was supposedly sung in praise to God by the three men in the 
furnace. The Song of the Three Young Men has had a special place in 
Christian liturgical use, often used as a psalm or song in worship in 
Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, and Lutheran churches. 

Susanna: Often included as chapter 13 in Greek Daniel, this short 
story tells how Daniel, as a boy in the Babylonian captivity, rescued 
Susanna, who was condemned to death by a plot of certain Judean 
elders because she had refused to commit adultery with them. 

Bel and the Dragon: The first part of chapter 14 in Greek Daniel 
is a brief account of Daniel’s wisdom in action as he proves that the 
priests of the Babylonian god Bel (Marduk) are frauds and that Bel is 
a false god. The second part of chapter 14 in Greek Daniel is a brief 
story in which Daniel destroys a dragon (a large snake) worshipped 
by the Babylonians, thereby proving that it is a false god. Because he 
demolishes their god, some Babylonians force their king to throw 
Daniel in a lion’s pit. However, Daniel is rescued from the pit where 
he was protected by an angel who brought him the prophet Habakkuk. 

EASTERN ORTHODOX OT CANONS 
In Eastern Christianity, especially in the churches of the Orthodox 
tradition, there is a mixed view concerning the Apocrypha. While all 
of these churches accept the books in the smaller canon recognized by 
Jews and Protestants, many members of Eastern Orthodox churches 
also affirm some or all of the books of the Apocrypha. A few 
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churches among the Eastern traditions accept additional books. For 
instance, Ethiopic Christians have traditionally included a second 
century Jewish book known as Jubilees as part of their OT canon.  

CONCLUSION 

The OT canon has been recognized as such since before the time of 
Jesus, and Jesus and the apostles, as well as extra-biblical sources, 
testify to this. However, these facts do not mean that there were no 
changes in the OT canon after that time. Clearly, there are 
developments in the way that the canon was arranged, as evidenced by 
the differing orders of the biblical books in Christian and Jewish 
Bibles. Moreover, within Christianity there were later historical 
currents that led some Christians to view additional books as 
canonical, although none of these were universally accepted in the 
church, and none of them were ever accepted by Jewish communities. 
From antiquity the canon consisted of “the Torah and the Prophets,” 
books which pointed to the promised Savior (John 1:45; 5:23; Acts 
28:23; Rom 3:21), and it is these canonical books that are universally 
accepted by the church as Scripture, even among Christians who 
would acknowledge additional books in the OT canon. 
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GENESIS 
Sooner or later all people become curious about their origins and the 
origin of the world in which they live. The book of Genesis answered 
those questions for Israel. The Hebrew title of this book is derived 
from its first word, בראשית, “in the beginning.” The English title 
comes from the Greek designation of the book as Γενέσεως, which 
means origin or source. Both of these titles are apt descriptions of the 
book, since it tells of the beginning of the created world and the 
origin of the people of Israel. Most important, Genesis relates the 
source of God’s promise of the Savior and traces this pledge from 
Eve through the line of Abraham down to his great-grandson Judah. 

AUTHORSHIP, COMPOSITION, AND DATE 

Proponents of the Documentary Hypothesis maintain that Genesis is a 
product of a process that wove together three sources: J, E, and P. 
Most notable among the supposed P material in Genesis is Gen 1:1–
2:3. This so-called “First Creation Account” is placed in opposition to 
Gen 2:4–25, which is said to give the J source version of creation 
combined with some material from E. Much of the rest of Genesis is 
divided between the J and E sources according to most critics. This 
theory holds that Genesis, as it has come down to us, is a product of a 
final priestly redactor during the post-exilic period. The methods used 
to isolate these sources and chart the growth of the book of Genesis 
have always been opposed by conservative scholars and, in more 
recent decades, have been questioned by some critical scholars. For 
further details see chapter 2 on the origins of the Pentateuch. 
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While conservative scholars continue to attribute the composition 
of the Pentateuch to Moses, Genesis presents the greatest challenge 
for connecting it with Israel’s great prophet. All of the accounts in 
Genesis take place long before Moses, with the latest event in the 
book—the death of Joseph—taking place more than three centuries 
before Moses’ birth. Moreover, no statement in the rest of the OT or 
in the NT explicitly connects any passage in Genesis with Moses as 
its author. Nevertheless, the rest of the Pentateuch presumes 
knowledge of the narratives in Genesis. For instance, it quotes or 
alludes to Genesis, assuming that the reader will understand these 
references as deriving from the OT’s first book. Without knowledge 
of the specific phrasing of these references to Genesis, these allusions 
often would be meaningless to readers of Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. This is especially true of the accounts of 
Israel’s patriarchs and God’s promises to them concerning the land of 
Canaan and the great nation that would come from them (e.g., Exod 
2:24; 6:8; 32:13; 33:1; Lev 26:42; Num 32:11; Deut 1:8; 6:10; 9:5, 
27; 29:13; 30:20; 34:4). Another example is the prophecies of Balaam 
in Num 23–24, which reference the patriarchal promises and cannot 
be fully understood without knowledge of the wording used in 
Genesis: 

Balaam’s References to the Patriarchal Promises 

“Who is able to count Jacob’s dust?” (Num 23:10; cf. Gen 13:16; 
15:5) 

“Yahweh their God is with them.” (Num 23:21; cf. Gen 17:8) 

“A people rise like a lioness; they rouse themselves like a lion.” 
(Num 23:24; cf. Gen 49:9) 

“He crouched; he lay down like a lion and like a lioness. Who 
will arouse him?” (Num 24:9; cf. Gen 49:9) 

“May those blessing you be blessed and those cursing you be 
cursed.” (Num 24:9; cf. Gen 12:3) 

“A star will come from Jacob, a scepter will arise from Israel.” 
(Num 24:17; cf. Gen 49:10) 

Such references to Genesis strongly imply that it was available to 
those who would read the rest of the Pentateuch. Moses must have 
written Genesis, since he was responsible for the rest of the Torah (cf. 
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2 Chr 23:18; 30:16; 35:12; Ezra 3:2; 6:18; 7:6; Neh 8:1; 13:1; Mal 
4:4). 

The sources for Moses’ knowledge of events before his time are 
never directly mentioned in Genesis. They may have included oral 
traditions, written records, or even direct revelation from God (for he 
also revealed the plan of the tabernacle to Moses; cf. Exod 25:9).  

In 1936 Wiseman suggested that the key to uncovering the 
sources for Genesis lay in the Hebrew word tôledôth (תולדות) 
meaning generations, family records, or descendants. According to 
Wiseman, ten sections of Genesis are marked with the formula, 
“[and] these are the descendants of” ( אלה תולדות]ו[ ; Gen 2:4; 6:9; 
10:1; 11:10, 27; 25:12, 19; 36:1, 9; 37:2). Another begins, “this is the 
book of the descendants of” (זה ספר תולדת; Gen 5:1). Wiseman 
posited that the tôledôth formula represented the end of a tablet 
commissioned by the man whose name it contained. This 
corresponded to the common practice in the ancient Near East of 
ending a text with a note that recorded the name of the scribe who had 
written it and the time when the tablet was composed. Thus, 
according to Wiseman, the first source tablet ended at Gen 5:1 with 
“these are the generations (or ‘family records’) of Adam.” 

The major drawback of Wiseman’s proposal is that the text that 
follows each of these tôledôth formulas more naturally belongs with 
the notice than the material that precedes it. Thus, at Gen 25:19, 
“these are the descendants of Isaac” is followed by accounts about his 
sons Esau and Jacob (Gen 25:20–35:29). At Gen 36:1, “these are the 
descendants of Esau” is followed by an account concerning Esau’s 
descendants (Gen 36:2–8). Then at Gen 36:9, “these are the 
descendants of Esau, father of the Edomites in the mountains of Seir” 
is followed by a genealogy of Esau’s descendants and a record of 
Edomite kings (Gen 36:10–43). For this reason and others, most 
scholars have rejected Wiseman’s conjecture. Nevertheless, Wiseman 
correctly drew attention to what appears to be an organizing principle 
of Genesis—the tôledôth formula. It is a valuable literary device. 
Genesis has twelve sections, separated by the eleven instances of that 
formula, that extend from the creation account into the clearly 
historical patriarchal age, tying all the chapters together in one unified 
historical account. 
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LITERARY FEATURES OF GENESIS 

NARROWING THE FOCUS 
Genesis begins with all of creation and ends with the sons of Jacob in 
Egypt. This broad sweep of Israel’s pre-history narrows its focus from 
the universe to the twelve patriarchs. It begins with creation, focusing 
on the earth (Gen 1:1–2:3). Having given this bigger picture, it 
constricts the reader’s view to the creation of humans and their fall 
into sin (Gen 2:4–3:24). Next it traces one line of Adam’s 
descendants—the sinful line of Cain (Gen 4:1–26). Once it has told 
the reader about this part of Adam’s family, Genesis moves its 
attention to another son of Adam that Moses wants to spotlight: Seth 
and his righteous descendant Noah (Gen 5:1–6:8). This establishes a 
general pattern for the rest of the book—a wider view, then a 
subsidiary line or lines of descendants is briefly traced, and finally the 
emphasis is narrowed by placing the focus on the progeny to whom 
God will extend his favor. 

Narrowing the Focus in Genesis 

Main Line Subsidiary Line 

Earth (1:1–2:3)  

Adam (2:4–3:24)  Cain’s descendants (4:1–24) 

Adam to Noah (4:25–5:32) Sinful humans (6:1–8)  

Noah (6:9–9:29) Noah’s descendants (10:1–11:9) 

Shem to Abraham (11:10–25:11) Ishmael’s descendants (25:12–18) 

Isaac (25:19–35:29) Esau’s descendants (36:1–43) 

Jacob and his sons (37:1–50:26)  

GOD’S ELECTION BY GRACE 
The literary structure of Genesis also highlights the work of God as 
the reader follows the increasing attention given to the line from 
Adam to Israel. The Almighty created the world and all that is in it by 
his all-powerful word (Gen 1). He alone chose to create humans and 
endowed them with mastery of the world (Gen 2). When they sinned, 
he not only pronounced judgment and banned them from Eden, but he 
also gave them hope of victory over the tempter through the 
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