
 
 

PRAISE FOR  
THE GREAT WORKS OF GOD: 

When I started [my seven volume history of preaching] I had no idea of the 
treasury I was entering. Surely among the greatest riches in this homiletical 
storehouse were the sermons of German Protestant Orthodoxy. The story I 
had gotten in seminary was that Protestant Orthodoxy was dead and dry—
not worth looking at. The sermons of Valerius Herberger proved that 
judgment more than faulty. Herberger's sermons are full of life and vitality. 
They show us Protestant spirituality at its most profound. 

In our day so starved for a religion of the heart, Herberger opens up the 
contemplative study of the Word of God so that it becomes for us a word of 
life. He preached in an age full of change and trouble, an age that yearned for 
something more than the power of positive thinking. . . . The Christian 
Church has had a lot of great preaching—the sort of preaching that is indeed 
a means of grace. 

—H. O. Old, PhD 
John H. Leith Professor of Reformed Theology and Worship 

Dean of the Institute for Reformed Worship 
Erskine Theological Seminary, South Carolina 

The Lutheran pastor and hymn-writer Valerius Herberger was known as the 
“Jesus Preacher” in his day, and this focus is quite evident in his very 
readable commentary on Genesis. Divided into 188 Meditations, each 
headed “Jesus . . .”, it combines thorough familiarity with the Hebrew 
language and Bible history with practical applications filled with a warm 
awareness of the Savior’s presence in the Christian’s life. Along with 
abundant connections between Genesis and other passages, there is a 
ceaseless flow of reflections on Biblical references and Old Testament 
Messianic hope. 

[Herberger] was also called “the Little Luther,” and one is indeed 
reminded of the Reformer’s lively style in the warnings, comforts, 
anecdotes, humor, and Old Testament Christocentricity, while the 
interspersed petitions bring to mind Bengel’s Gnomen. The translator has 
shed much light on Herberger’s thinking and allusions in his renditions and 
annotations. It will be found a rich and delightful resource for sermons and 
Bible classes as well as private devotions. 

—Thomas Manteufel, PhD 
Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 
Chairman of the C. F. W. Walther Round Table 



 
 

Valerius Herberger’s The Great Works of God is an outstanding example of 
Christ-centered, Lutheran exegesis. Herberger guides the reader through 
Genesis in a manner that is theologically and exegetically profound and at 
the same time devotionally and spiritually enriching. Matthew Carver’s 
eloquent translation retains the warmth and depth of Herberger, the preacher 
and teacher, throughout this magnificent commentary. All Christians who 
seek to know “the great works of God” (Acts 2:11) and find the comfort of 
Christ throughout the scriptures will want to buy this book. 

—Carl Beckwith, PhD 
Associate Professor of History and Doctrine 

Beeson Divinity School 
Samford University 

In this clearly translated and helpfully annotated edition, Matthew Carver 
provides the contemporary reader with a central work by the sadly long-
neglected Lutheran pastor and scholar, Valerius Herberger. Described by his 
opponents as “the little Luther,” Herberger’s “Great Works of God” remains 
a remarkably inspiring work for Christians of all communions, offering the 
general reader and scholar alike striking insights into the dynamic religious 
thought of the Lutheran world just prior to the devastation of the Thirty 
Years War, and reflecting the finest linkage of firm piety and close scholarly 
attention, a heritage ever serviceable in Herberger’s age and our own. 

—Peter C. Erb, PhD 
Associate Director, Schwenkfelder Library, Pennsburg, PA 

Professor Emeritus, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ont. 

Matthew Carver has produced a splendid, readable translation of this 
devotional study of Genesis by Valerius Herberger. This translation has 
made it possible for Herberger to speak to the heart of American Christians 
as he did to the German Lutherans of the past. As an outstanding example of 
devotional literature it is filled with comfort, giving needed consolation. 
Many typological and devotional themes are employed which are lacking in 
modern literature. For example, in one of its many prayers Herberger has 
Jesus encourage Christians to find rest in His wounded side (179). Herberger 
reminds us of the significance of the first Gospel promise (Genesis 3:15) 
when he asserts that all the writings of the prophets are simply postils on the 
text (195). The Great Works of God is edifying devotional literature for 
every need. 

—Gaylin R. Schmeling, STM 
President, Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary 
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THE GREAT WORKS OF GOD

PART THREE (GENESIS 16–34)

  The Author’s Dedication of Part Three (1st ed., 1603) 5

 I.   JESUS so constantly occupies the thoughts of  
Abraham and Sarah that in their sincere longing  
for Him they end up in folly (Gen. 16[:2]). 15

 II.  JESUS, the Angel of the Lord and the Lord Himself,  
the Seeing and Living God, comforts grieving  
Hagar (Gen. 16[:10–11]). 17

 III.  JESUS, the Almighty God, makes a covenant with  
Abraham through circumcision, and when He is born  
a true man, He lets Himself be circumcised on the  
eighth day according to the Law, testifying that He is  
the blessed Seed of Abraham through whom all  
the nations of the earth shall be blessed (Gen. 17[:2, 4]). 19

 IV.  JESUS comes to Abraham as a guest and promises Him  
a son, and clearly states that nothing is impossible for  
Him and that He knows all things (Gen. 18[:1, 10, 13–14]). 27
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 V.  JESUS shows us everything that we need to know for  
salvation; in Him all the nations of the earth shall be  
blessed. He knows all things, knows of Abraham’s  
faithfulness, and knows of the wickedness of the  
Sodomites. He treats no one unjustly. He loves to be  
called on and will for the sake of ten just persons spare  
a whole country (Gen. 18[:17–32]). 31

 VI.  JESUS, the powerful King and Adon of the angels, sends  
His attendants to Lot, protects him from the raging  
citizens, warns him of coming catastrophe, and blinds  
the wanton Sodomites (Gen. 19[:1, 10–11, 13]). 36

 VII.  JESUS the Lord spares Lot and causes Him to be brought  
out of Sodom by force through His angels (Gen. 19[:16]). 43

 VIII.  JESUS the Lord makes fire and brimstone to rain down  
on Sodom and Gomorrah from the Lord His heavenly  
Father as a preview of the Last Day (Gen. 19[:24]). 46

 IX.  JESUS does not betray anyone with vain words, but is  
found true in the things which He communicated  
to Abraham (Gen. 19[:29]). 51

 X.  JESUS includes in the Scriptures a memorial even of  
the sinful Moabites (Gen. 19[:37]). 53

 XI.  JESUS preserves King Abimelech, the patriarch Abraham, 
and virtuous Sarah from great calamity of body, soul,  
goods, and honor, and reproves Abraham with a  
large purse of silver (Gen. 20[:6, 16]). 56

 XII.  JESUS, the true Child of joy, by His birth brings much  
more cause for laughter and joy than Isaac (Gen. 21[:3, 6]). 61

 XIII.  JESUS is to be the son of Isaac, not Ishmael; so whoever  
with Sarah and Isaac belongs to Jesus Christ and relies on  
His grace shall remain in the heavenly Father’s inheritance,  
but whoever with Hagar and Ishmael does not belong  
to Christ or take comfort in Him with true faith,  
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and rather boasts in his own pride, shall be cast out  
(Gen. 21[:10, 12–13]). 68

 XIV.  JESUS has mercy on repentant Hagar and weeping  
Ishmael (Gen. 21[:17–18]). 75

 XV.  JESUS is so apparent in all that Abraham does that  
Abraham’s enemies are forced to see and acknowledge it,  
and yet cannot hamper or hinder his success (Gen. 21[:22]). 76

 XVI.  JESUS, the Lord of the world, the everlasting God whose  
name Abraham preaches in time of peace (Gen. 21[:33]). 79

 XVII.  JESUS tests Abraham to see whether he loves Him more  
than his son Isaac, and proves Abraham’s obedience and  
faith (Gen. 22[:1–12]). 84

 XVIII.  JESUS CHRIST’S wondrous obedience, profound  
patience, bloody sacrifice, and most holy suffering  
surpass Isaac’s obedience, patience, burnt offering,  
and suffering (Gen. 22[:3–10]). 92

 XIX.  JESUS CHRIST’S crown of thorns, bloody death, and  
suffering according to the flesh depicted in a ram caught  
in a thicket by the horns and slaughtered as a burnt  
offering instead of Isaac (Gen. 22[:13]). 109

 XX.  JESUS, the Savior of the whole world, is confirmed by  
God’s first oath, with the force of a firm, irrevocable  
testament, to be the Seed through whom all the nations  
of the earth shall be blessed (Gen. 22[:16–18]; Gal. 3[:8]). 112

 XXI.  JESUS gives His ancestor Rebekah and all His spiritual  
kinsmen an eternal name and an everlasting and  
praiseworthy memorial (Gen. 22[:20–23]). 123

 XXII.  JESUS gives His ancestor Sarah an honorable, princely  
burial, and so heartily admires godly Abraham that He  
will not have him and Sarah buried in any other land 
than Canaan, where Jesus was to be born, teach, perform  
miracles, die, be buried, and rise again (Gen. 23[:2, 19–20]). 126



x

 XXIII.  JESUS the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, who is to  
come from the thigh of Abraham according to the flesh,  
and by whom Abraham’s servant swears when he puts  
his hand under Abraham’s thigh (Gen. 24[:3, 9]). 131

 XXIV.  JESUS, Abraham’s Lord and God, the Patron and  
Matchmaker of all Christian suitors, the Bridegroom of  
all believing hearts, introduces Himself to his Christian  
bride by way of His messengers, His evangelical  
preachers, and sumptuously adorns her at the well of  
salvation, that is, the Holy Gospel and the most worthy  
Sacraments; from the pattern in Genesis 24[:16–17, 22]. 135

 XXV.  JESUS, the kindly Bridegroom of our heart, shall receive  
His bride with joy at the evening of the world and lead  
her into the tent of His inheritance and love her forever,  
as Isaac does his Rebekah (Gen. 24[:67]). 140

 XXVI.  JESUS sets Isaac into the full inheritance of Abraham and 
brings all believers into the full inheritance of His heavenly 
Father (Gen. 25[:3–4]). 143

 XXVII.  JESUS, the true God together with His Father  
and the Holy Spirit, blesses Isaac after Abraham’s  
death (Gen. 25[:11]). 145

 XXVIII.  JESUS is so dear to Isaac that Isaac pitches His tent by  
the well of the Living and Seeing One, chiefly because the 
Lord Jesus had comforted Isaac’s stepmother Hagar there 
(Gen. 25[:11]). 147

 XXIX.  JESUS the Lord receives Rebekah’s prayer and blesses her 
after twenty years of barrenness (Gen. 25[:21]). 149

 XXX.  JESUS is sold away with the birthright for a pottage of  
lentils and haughtily despised by Esau (Gen. 25[:30–34]). 155

 XXXI.  JESUS, the promised Seed of Isaac through whom all  
the nations of the earth shall be blessed (Gen. 26[:4]). 159
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XXXII.  JESUS the Lord blesses Isaac and makes room for him,  
and causes him to increase in the land, and brings us into  
the broad land of eternal life (Gen. 26[:22]). 162

 XXXIII.  JESUS the Lord promises Isaac that He will be with him  
and bless him, and this becomes so patently true that  
Isaac’s own enemies are forced to confess it (Gen. 26[:28]). 166

 XXXIV.  JESUS withdraws His blessing from His despiser Esau  
and causes it to be spoken upon His friend Jacob, for  
which reason Jacob, as Jesus’ kinsman, must suffer  
much hardship in the world (Gen. 27[:26–44]). 171

 XXXV.  JESUS, the blessed Stone of Jacob, the Bolster and  
Pillow of every dying Christian (Gen. 28[:11]). 175

 XXXVI.  JESUS, Jacob’s and every believing heart’s only  
wondrous, lofty Ladder to heaven (Gen. 28[:12]). 181

 XXXVII.  JESUS, the Seed of Jacob through whom all the families  
of the earth shall be blessed (Gen. 28[:14]). 188

 XXXVIII.  JESUS consecrates every church and every heart;  
wherever He is acknowledged and confessed to be the  
Foundation-Stone of salvation and the only Ladder to  
heaven, there God is certainly present, there hearts are  
sanctified, there God’s house stands, there the gate of  
heaven is found (Gen. 28[:16–22]). 190

 XXXIX.  JESUS, the true Crushing Heel, introduces Himself to His 
bride at the holy well of Baptism. He kisses us with the  
kiss of His unfeigned love, and tells us of Himself, that we 
may know what good to expect of Him. Furthermore,  
He often rolls away the heavy stones of tribulation in our 
hearts so that the living, soothing waters of the Holy  
Gospel may flow, refresh, and revive us (Gen. 29[:10–12]). 193

 XL.  JESUS regards and listens to undesirable, ugly, squint-eyed 
Leah, honors what the world disregards, and conversely 
makes beautiful Rachel wait (Gen. 29[:17-30]). 197
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 XLI.  JESUS constantly bears Rachel and Leah in mind;  
each one is to be an ancestor of the Lord Jesus; and for  
the sake of Jesus Christ the thoughtless behavior of both  
women toward their daughters is excused and pardoned 
(Gen. 30[:1–24]). 200

 XLII.  JESUS, the blessed Asher, for whose sake all believing  
Christians will be called blessed (Gen. 30[:13]). 205

 XLIII.  JESUS, our Lord and God, defends sorrowful Rachel’s  
cause; He hears her voice, reverses her misfortune,  
remembers her, and takes away her reproach, and will do  
her yet more good; He also hears Leah and rewards her  
and endows her well (Gen. 30[:6–8, 18]). 206

 XLIV.  JESUS the Lord, the Angel of God, the God of Bethel,  
sees all that Laban does and does not permit his  
selfish will. He manifestly blesses Jacob and calls him  
to depart from the sight of his envious brother-in-law  
(in whose eye he was a thorn) and pledges to be with  
him (Gen. 31[:1–13]). 207

 XLV.  JESUS frightens Laban in a dream, saying, “Be careful not  
to speak to Jacob except in a kindly manner” (Gen. 31[:24]). 211

 XLVI.  JESUS, the Fear of Isaac, is on Jacob’s side and regards  
His misery and toil (Gen. 31[:42]). 215

 XLVII.  JESUS, the Gilead of every believing heart, the comforting  
Testimony and Heap of Witness of our salvation, by  
whom Jacob swore (Gen. 31[:48]). 218

 XLVIII.  JESUS meets troubled Jacob with two hosts of mighty  
angels; hence Jacob names that place “Mahanaim”  
(Gen. 32[:1–2]). 221

 XLIX.  JESUS, together with His Heavenly Father and the Holy 
Spirit, did Jacob so much good that he says, “I am too  
small for all the mercy and all the faithfulness that You  
have shown Your servant” (Gen. 32[:10]). 223
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 L.  JESUS, the mighty Crushing Heel, passes over the Jordan  
of the wrath of His Father and of our misery, having  
nothing but the staff of His holy cross, and acquires for  
Himself two armies, that is, a twofold people which  
worships Him forever (Gen. 32[:10]). 227

 LI.  JESUS, the mighty Man of heaven and true God, wrestles 
with Jacob until the dust fills the air, and kindly lets him  
prevail; He gives Jacob the name Israel, and blesses him  
at Peniel (Gen. 32[:24–30]). 231

 LII.  JESUS, the mighty Crushing Heel and most skilled  
Master-Builder, builds a house for Himself and tents  
in the promised land for those who belong to Him  
(Gen. 33[:17]). 238

 LIII.  JESUS leads Jacob into the Promised Land, and Jacob so  
follows his Lord Jesus that he seeks an inheritance in the  
very land in which his Lord Jesus would teach, perform 
miracles, and die (Gen. 33[:18–19]). 241

 LIV.  JESUS, the mighty God of Israel whom Jacob extols,  
confesses, and calls upon at his altar (Gen. 33[:20]). 243

 LV.  JESUS CHRIST’S foes are all of a bloodthirsty brood;  
their fierceness and innate hostility can already be seen in 
their ancestors Simeon and Levi as soon as they enter the  
land where Christ will be persecuted (Gen. 34[:25]). 245

PART FOUR (GENESIS 35–50)

  The Author’s Dedication of Part Four (1st ed., 1603) 253

 I.  JESUS, the God who reveals Himself to Jacob at Bethel,  
the most blessed El Bethel, the strong Defender of the  
Christian Church, the almighty Protector of Jacob and  
every believing heart (Gen. 35:1–7). 257
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 II.  JESUS gives an honorable memorial to faithful Deborah,  
who sincerely loved Him and faithfully served His  
friends Isaac, Rebekah, and Jacob, and herewith testifies  
that He will also take pious servants to heaven  
(Gen. 35:8). 265

 III.  JESUS is the tried Cornerstone of our salvation; where  
He is set up and the Gospel offered in His name, and  
where hearts are anointed with wine and oil, that is,  
repentance and the forgiveness of sins are preached and  
God’s Word purely taught, there is the house of God  
and the true Christian Church (Gen. 35:14–15). 269

 IV.  JESUS, born in Bethlehem Ephrathah, is the powerful  
Bread of heaven that feeds our soul unto eternal life;  
He is the rich soil of our heart; He is the most mighty  
Benjamin, God’s true, natural Son, who sits at God’s right 
hand, who for our sake became a miserable Benoni,  
or Son of Sorrow, that we believing Christians, who are  
despised children of sorrow in this world, might be  
delivered from eternal torment and on the Last Day  
made Benjaminites, that is, set at His right hand and  
led to the place whereof Psalm 16[:11] says, “In Your  
presence is fullness of joy, and pleasures at Your right  
hand forevermore” (Gen. 35:16–18). 274

 V.  JESUS, the only innocent Child, has many little sons of  
sorrow and blood-stained infants in Bethlehem  
Ephrathah, for whom the mothers born of Rachel  
weep themselves to death (Gen. 35:18). 287

 VI.  JESUS CHRIST’S birth is announced by the angels at the 
Tower of Eder, where Jacob seeks comfort in his misery  
and dwells for a time (Gen. 35:21). 289
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 VII.  JESUS strips the immoral, incestuous Reuben of the  
priesthood, the kingdom, the birthright, membership in  
His family, and the spiritual and physical inheritance,  
as a warning to all the unchaste (Gen. 35:22). 294

 VIII.  JESUS, the Crushing Heel, has twelve apostles, just as  
Jacob has twelve sons; as the people of God and the  
Church of the Old Testament was begotten by the twelve  
sons of Jacob, so the people of God and the Church of  
the New Testament is propagated by the twelve apostles  
(Gen. 35:22). 296

 IX.  JESUS grants His friend and forefather Isaac at the end  
of a long life a pleasant hour of joy, a blessed death,  
and an honorable burial (Gen. 35:27). 299

 X.  JESUS has wicked cousins in the Edomites, and yet  
among these hostile, prickly thorn-bushes He also has  
lovely, sweet-smelling roses; in the midst of His enemy,  
Jobab recognizes Him and honors Him (Gen. 36:33). 302

 XI.  JESUS, the Red Man of Edom, in the red-hued, bloody  
garments of Bozrah, Job’s fatherland and our spiritual  
fatherland (Gen. 36:33; Is. 63:1). 309

 XII.  JESUS, the heavenly Joseph, the blessed Augustus,  
Perpetual Enlarger of the heavenly kingdom, the Chief  
Shepherd of our soul, the gentle and humble-hearted  
Redeemer of the world, who cannot tolerate any vice in  
His brothers (Gen. 37:2). 311

 XIII.  JESUS, the heavenly Father’s most beloved Son, the  
Source of all wisdom, in His colorful coat is attacked  
by His own brothers (Gen. 37:3–4). 315

 XIV.  JESUS, like Joseph, the King over His brothers, the wealthy 
Master of grain, to whom His brothers shall bow down, 
whom all His family must worship, reveals His great glory  
but is persecuted all the more harshly (Gen. 37:5). 323
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 XV.  JESUS, like Joseph, is sent from His Father to His  
brothers, but they conspire to kill Him; they undress  
Him and throw Him into a pit in which is no water  
(Gen. 37:22). 330

 XVI.  JESUS, like Joseph, is sold away at Judah’s counsel and 
emerges from His pit (Gen. 37:26–27). 341

 XVII.  JESUS is loved and esteemed by His chief disciple Peter,  
as Joseph is by his oldest brother, the “Look-Child,”  
Reuben (Gen. 37:29). 346

 XVIII.  JESUS CHRIST’S tender manhood is stained with blood,  
just as Joseph’s coat of many colors is dipped in goat’s  
blood (Gen. 37:31). 349

 XIX.  JESUS is not ashamed of the gross, repentant sinner  
Judah and the heathen Tamar, but includes them in  
His family (Gen. 38:24–26). 355

 XX.  JESUS CHRIST’S scarlet blood signified by the scarlet  
thread on Zerah’s hand (Gen. 38:28). 360

 XXI.  JESUS, the mighty Perez, a Breacher and Breaker  
(Gen. 38:29). 361

 XXII.  JESUS is charged with misconduct and falsely accused  
before Pilate, as is Joseph before Potiphar. Likewise, our  
Lord Jesus is with Joseph so that he becomes a  
prosperous man (Gen. 39:2, 17). 363

 XXIII.  JESUS CHRIST’S imprisonment, death sentence,  
bondage, burial, and descent into hell prefigured in  
Joseph’s imprisonment (Gen. 39:20). 370

 XXIV.  JESUS was with Jacob; He had mercy upon him, caused  
him to find favor in the sight of the officer of the prison,  
and gave him prosperity in all that he did (Gen. 39:21). 375

 XXV.  JESUS, the innocent Lord, is numbered with two evildoers;  
one finds great heavenly honor, the other eternal shame,  
like Joseph’s two companions (Gen. 40:3, 21–22). 378
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 XXVI.  JESUS CHRIST’S blood is the most holy, ripe, sweet juice  
of the grape pressed from His five wounds, which is  
offered to us in the royal cup of our Redeemer Jesus  
Christ at the Holy Supper (Gen. 40:21). 384

 XXVII.  JESUS emerges with great glory on the third day of  
His entombment, like Joseph in the third year of his  
imprisonment (Gen. 41:14). 388

 XXVIII.  JESUS gives us good counsel so that our souls do not die  
of eternal hunger, even as Joseph does for Pharaoh so that 
Egypt is not devastated by hunger (Gen. 41:33). 391

 XXIX.  JESUS, anointed with the oil of gladness above His  
companions, whom God has shown all things, the Most  
Discerning and Only Wise, the Head over God’s house,  
to whose word all people shall be obedient, equal with  
His Heavenly Father in honor and glory; after the image  
of Joseph (Gen. 41:38–40). 393

 XXX.  JESUS enters His thirtieth year, when He stands at the  
Jordan before His heavenly Father and is confirmed in  
His great office, whereupon He leaves to survey His  
country, and when He has completed His course, seats  
Himself at the right hand of God’s Majesty and is the  
Abrech, the Father of the Land, yea, the Privy Council of 
every believing heart (Gen. 41:43). 397

 XXXI.  JESUS, having seated Himself at the right hand of God,  
allies Himself to the heathen through the Gospel and  
multiplies His kingdom with great power (Gen. 41:45). 402

 XXXII.  JESUS feeds the whole Church; the heavenly Father directs  
us to Him: whatever He says, we must do it (Gen. 41:55). 404

 XXXIII.  JESUS, the Ruler of Christendom, the mighty Shalith and 
sovereign Sultan of our heart, the Shield of all believers,  
the rich Sheriff, has crops and grain in abundance; we His 
brothers may go to Him, fall down before Him, and  
procure all that we need (Gen. 42:6). 407
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 XXXIV.  JESUS often acts like a complete stranger toward us,  
as Joseph does toward his brothers, but it is all for our  
great benefit and good (Gen. 42:7). 411

 XXXV.  JESUS asks carefully about us and our family; we are to  
seek His grain not just once but always and whenever we 
have need of it (Gen. 42:9–11; 43:2). 417

 XXXVI.  JESUS dearly loves His elect; His heart burns for His  
brothers when they come to Him, as does Joseph’s heart  
for Benjamin. Jesus feeds all His repentant brothers in  
the Holy Supper and makes them far happier than Joseph  
does his (Gen. 43:30–32). 419

 XXXVII.  JESUS often keeps His brothers under the cross for a  
very long time, but the more roughly He chastens them,  
the more richly He cheers them afterwards, like Joseph  
(Gen. 44:13; 45:3). 425

 XXXVIII.  JESUS CHRIST finds in His brothers’ possession the  
cup of which He must drink (Gen. 44:12). 428

 XXXIX.  JESUS reveals Himself to His disciples using very  
comforting words; He is truly sent by God to preserve  
us a posterity and to deliver our lives by a great  
deliverance, like Joseph (Gen. 45:5). 429

 XL.  JESUS wills that His own may be with Him; He will make  
provision for us; He causes us to proclaim His glory; He 
kisses us in love and friendship; He turns the heart of His 
Father toward us; He leaves no man of us without a gift;  
He wills that we not quarrel on the way (Gen. 45:22–24). 434

 XLI.  JESUS is still alive, and is a Lord rich toward all Christians; 
with Him all the elect find living consolation and have 
enough for eternal life (Gen. 45:26). 440

 XLII.  JESUS, the mighty Protector of all believers, from the  
midst of the most blessed Trinity; Jacob’s Guide and our 
Guide (Gen. 46:3–4). 443
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 XLIII.  JESUS, the most beautiful Consolation of every dying  
Christian; whoever looks to Him with true faith may  
joyfully say, “Now will I gladly die, since I have seen  
Your face” (Gen. 46:30). 445

 XLIV.  JESUS, born of Judah, Perez, and Hezron according to the 
flesh, gives His whole family an honorable memorial  
and great renown in the sight of God (Gen. 46:8). 446

 XLV.  JESUS presents us to His heavenly Father, speaks well  
of us, asks us to make a proper confession, and on the  
Last Day will finally present His whole Church to His  
heavenly Father, and we will dwell in the best part of  
the land (Gen. 46:34; 47:1). 447

 XLVI.  JESUS makes a dwelling-place for His family;  
He provides richly for them and gives to everyone  
according to His children, like Joseph (Gen. 47:11–12). 452

 XLVII.  JESUS, the Father of all the poor, like Joseph  
(Gen. 47:23). 454

 XLVIII.  JESUS is so dear to Jacob that Jacob refuses to be buried  
anywhere but in the land where Jesus will do His work  
(Gen. 47:30). 457

 XLIX.  JESUS, true Man and omniscient God from Jacob’s thigh 
(Gen. 47:29). 459

 L.  JESUS, God Almighty, El Shaddai, appeared to Jacob at  
Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed Him (Gen. 48:3). 460

 LI.  JESUS, the God who blessed Joseph and filled Jacob  
with joy, the Angel Ha-Goel who redeemed Jacob from  
all evil (Gen. 48:15–16). 462

 LII.  JESUS inducts us by His cross into the number of  
the blessed children of God, which is why Jacob laid his  
hands crosswise when he blessed Joseph’s children  
(Gen. 48:17–19). 464
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 LIII.  JESUS will be with us and bring us to eternal life as  
surely as He was with the Israelites and brought them  
to the land of Canaan (Gen. 48:21–22). 467

 LIV.  JESUS, the Firstborn of all creation, strips Jacob’s firstborn  
son Reuben of all honor for being unchaste (Gen. 49:4). 469

 LV.  JESUS is to be slain by the descendants of Simeon and  
Levi (Gen. 49:5[–7]). 473

 LVI.  JESUS, the true Confessor whom all His brothers praise,  
courageous as a lion’s cub, goes up high through victory  
(Gen. 49:8–9). 476

 LVII.  JESUS, the prosperous Shiloh and Champion to whom  
all the heathen shall cling, etc. (Gen. 49:10). 478

 LVIII.  JESUS, the Yeshuah and Salvation for which Jacob waits  
(Gen. 49:18). 487

 LIX.  JESUS is to have beautiful speakers from the tribe of  
Naphtali and make His beautiful speech heard in their  
region (Gen. 49:21). 490

 LX.  JESUS, the Mighty One of Jacob, Jacob’s strong  
God Almighty, El Shaddai, the Nazir of His Brothers  
(Gen. 49:25–26). 493

 LXI.  JESUS will have a native Benjaminite among His apostles  
who will in the morning of his youth devour the Church  
like a ravenous wolf but in the evening of his maturity  
divide the spoils that Jesus received from the foes of  
our salvation (Gen. 49:27). 495

 LXII.  JESUS draws dying Jacob’s heart, mind, and soul to  
Himself and to the Promised Land of Canaan  
(Gen. 49:29–30). 498

 LXIII.  JESUS sets His feet together on the deathbed of His  
cross and departs, like Jacob (Gen. 49:33). 501
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 LXIV.  JESUS regards His friends’ bodies as sheer relics.  
Whoever glorifies Him in life, Jesus will glorify him  
in death, yea, forever and ever (Gen. 50:7–8). 503

 LXV.  JESUS does not wish to remain angry with His brothers  
but to care for, console, and speak kindly to them, like  
Joseph (Gen. 50:19–20). 505

 LXVI.  JESUS shall gather up into the promised land of eternal  
salvation all who in death take comfort in what He  
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Most of what needs to be said has been said in the first volume of The 
Great Works of God. This book is a continuation of that volume (hence 
its inclusion only of parts three and four). Just a few more notes are 
needed on some issues specific to this volume. The greatest and most  
inventive of authors can easily become the bane even of competent  
translators, who will be forgiven if they are in moments of frailty tempted 
to discount an author’s endless strings of clever word-play as omissible 
superfluities. More scrupulous translators, it is thought, will admit the 
limitations of their language and faculties and provide the reader with a 
useful, if visually distracting, gloss in brackets, or perhaps a (hopefully 
intelligible) footnote. Yet some further notes seemed to be called for,  
and these I include here.

The dedication to part three includes a sermon on Christ as the 
sinner’s refuge and asylum, relying for effect almost wholly on a 
playful identification of the name of the city Freystadt, literally, “free 
city,” to whose citizenry that part is dedicated, and the old German 
word for refuge, asylum, sanctuary, to wit, Freistatt or Freistätte. Thus 
Freystadter, “citizen(s) of Freystadt,” here also means “citizen(s) of the 
Asylum,” which is to say, Christians, who hide themselves in Christ’s 
perfect merit. For this comparison, inspiration is found in the cities 
of refuge described in Deuteronomy 19. A similar play on words in 
the dedication and other places in this volume (particularly, Part 3, 
Meditation 3), uses the word for a baron (Germ. lit., “free lord”) in 
a spiritual sense as soul redeemed and set free from sin, death, and 
the devil by Christ’s atoning sacrifice, and yet in other places, for that 
Liberator Himself (see Part 4, Meditations 26 and 30).

translator’s preface
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We encounter several great saints of the Old Testament Church 
in this volume, and among them the patriarch Jacob. Herberger gives 
us the meaning of his name as Fersen-Fänger, “heel-catcher,” i.e., “one 
who catches or grabs at a heel,” though it can also be understood as 
“one who supplants.” In this reference to the heel, Herberger’s pious 
heart is immediately reminded of the owner of the most famous heel in 
the world—the One whose heel was pierced by the serpent, and whose 
heel in turn crushed said serpent’s head. Hence he calls Jesus, as a sort 
of second Jacob, the Fersen-Treter, lit., “He who crushes with His heel,” 
which doesn’t quite work as well in English. We would be inclined to 
read it as if the “Fersen” were being “treted” upon by the “Treter.” Thus, 
if I were to translate this Heel-Crusher (which sounds much finer than 
my periphrastic construction above) one might be led to conclude that 
Herberger thought of our Lord as someone who went around putting 
His enemies’ heels in a vice. But of course he didn’t mean that, and 
besides, the serpent lacked heels, not to mention legs. I have therefore 
chosen to use the form “Crushing Heel,” though the reader should 
understand that the German construction of this word parallels that 
of “heel-catcher.”

There are other such word-plays scattered throughout the book 
(another found in Part 3, Meditation 47, is a play on the words bezeugen 
“bear witness” and überzeugen “bear up”; and in part, meditation, a play 
on the words sehen “see” and versehen “provide” or “predestine”). There 
are more besides, but hopefully my notes and glosses will help to clarify 
these wherever else they appear.

Finally, while the acknowledgments from the first volume also apply 
to this volume, I repeat my gratitude to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit; to my wife Amanda, to the reviewers, Dr. Thomas Manteufel and 
Rev. Todd Peperkorn, and to Dr. Benjamin Mayes, Ms. Sarah Steiner, 
and Rev. Ed Engelbrecht at Concordia Publishing House; and to Joshua 
Hayes (now Rev. Hayes), who facilitated the reading of the original 
pages; and finally to my language advisors, Mrs. Brigitte Mueller and 
Rev. Armin Wenz.

Matthew Carver. 
Dormition, 2011.
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To the honorable, reputable, most wise Lord Mayor and Friends in the 
Council of the Imperial City of Freystadt,1 and especially to all who love 
Jesus Christ: Temporal and eternal welfare through the sweet name of Jesus.

My honorable, reputable, and most learned lords! St. Paul, apostle and 
preacher to the heathen, writes, “If anyone has no love for the Lord 
Jesus, let him be accursed” (1 Cor. 16[:22]), and St. Peter says, “There 
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name given among 
men by which we shall be saved” (Acts 4[:12]). Therefore let all pious 
hearts say with St. Paul that to know the love of Jesus far surpasses all 
knowledge (Eph. 3[:19]). These two things are true: First, to know and 
rely on the great fervency of the love of Jesus Christ by which He has 
revealed Himself to mankind is the highest form of wisdom. Secondly, 
to love Christ in turn from the bottom of one’s heart and to be thankful 
to Him, sincerely requiting His love, is the highest form of sagacity,  
yea, the highest bliss and joy for the heart that is devoted solely to God. 
Of this St. Bernard says,

Your love, Lord Jesus, ever will
As finest food my spirit fill;
If satisfies, yet makes not ill,
And whets my gorge with longing still;

1 I.e., Kożuchów, Poland.
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Who taste of You would taste yet more,
Who drink You all drinks else deplore;
No matter else do they long for
Than Jesus, whom they cherish sore.2

All of my heart, mind, soul, and strength has therefore been directed to 
this end, that Jesus, the Heart and Center of all Holy Scripture and the 
Comfort and Joy of every pious heart, may be honored by all my hear-
ers. Yet I know no better way to depict and emblazon our Lord Jesus 
than with the colors with which the Holy Spirit Himself has glorified, 
honored, and adorned Him in the Bible. I have hitherto progressed, 
therefore, in an orderly manner through the first fifteen chapters of 
Genesis, and insofar as God has granted me grace, pointed out the 
mysteries of Jesus Christ found in them. And now, since many honest 
and devout persons whose requests I have not been accustomed to re-
gard as of little account have urged me to continue in this labor, I have 
decided to the glory of my Lord Jesus to obey their wishes.

Inasmuch, then, as I have consecrated my firstfruits (as only 
fitting) to the Lord my God and dedicated the Second Part to my 
beloved homeland, propriety itself demands that with this Third Part 
I should honor the worthy city of Freystadt, which may well be called 
my second homeland (as Nazareth is called the home of our Lord 
Jesus), for it is certain that I cannot forget the exceptional kindness 
and great faithfulness shown me in my youth and in my adolescence 
not only by its humbler folk but also by its most distinguished officers, 
some of whom now rest in God, others of whom are alive and walking 
in God’s company. Of this I hope to speak much more unreservedly 
on the Last Day before my Lord Jesus than I am able presently to do 
before the world.

Therefore in due humility I wish to dedicate this Third Part of 
my little book on Jesus to your esteemed and honorable sirs, the very 

2 Tua, Jesu, dilectio, / Grata mentis refectio, / Replens sine fastidio, / Dans famem 
desiderio. / Qui te gustant, esuriunt, / Qui bibunt, adhuc sitiunt, / Desiderare 
nesciunt, / Nisi Jesum quem diligunt; from the hymn “Jesu dulcis memoria” (attr. 
Bernard), sts. 15–16 (Laud. Misc. 668); see Caswall, Hymns and Poems… (1873), 
p. 142, §3, sts. 1–2.

6
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bastions of the aforesaid imperial city of Freystadt, with the unworthy 
prayer that your esteemed and honorable sirs would kindly deign to 
accept my amiable intentions.

With exceptional wisdom and purpose, and in order that we might 
not grow weary of contemplating His dearest Son Jesus Christ, the 
almighty and everlasting God has by the Holy Spirit caused Him to 
be depicted and presented to us in Holy Scripture in various methods, 
manners, and ways.

My dearly beloved Freystadters, listen to me, a native of Fraustadt, 
your neighbor, and an old, trustworthy friend. Let me here establish a 
small and humble memorial of my goodwill toward you, showing you 
how comfortingly your Lord Jesus is pictured for you in the name of 
your own city!�

In Deuteronomy 19[:2, 9], God ordered the Israelites through Moses 
to set apart six cities in the Promised Land. And in Joshua 20[:7–8], 
three such cities were selected on the west side of the Jordan, and three 
on the east side. These were to be cities of refuge. Their privileges were 
as follows: If anyone were to become a murderer without premeditated 
anger or deliberate malice—as when a man’s axe-head slips from the 
handle (Deut. 19[:5]) or some similar misfortune—he could flee to one 
of these cities of refuge. There he would be taken under the custody of 
the authorities of that city to be protected from his avenger, and in the 
city he would dwell safely all the days of his life. Moreover, when the 
high priest died, he would be able to leave unhindered and return to 
his home in peace. Oh, what a marvelous and comforting picture of 
Jesus Christ this is! Jesus Christ is the true Refuge of every believing 
heart. In Him we will all dwell securely (Jer. 23[:6]) for as long as we 
live. If we take comfort in His bloody death, we will be able to enter 
eternal life when we leave this world. That is what it truly means to “go 
in and out and find pasture” (John 10[:9]). Likewise: “Through Him we 
have access to the Father” (Eph. 2[:18]).

3  Freystadt means “free city,” i.e., city of refuge or sanctuary; the double meaning 
is in view henceforth.
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Meditate on this mystery a little with Christian reverence. In 
Paradise Adam became a murderer of his soul and that of all his children, 
but he did not intend to do so. The devil drove him to the murder. 
The evil foe also tricked Mother Eve. They both tragically slipped into 
this dire situation. Therefore God built for Adam in Paradise a city of 
refuge in the person of His beloved Son, saying, “‘The woman’s Seed 
shall crush the serpent’s head’ [Gen. 3:15]. Jesus Christ, the Virgin’s Son 
Himself, will take up your cause and offer Himself up for you. Since 
you have become a murderer, He will be numbered with murderers on 
your behalf. Yea, He will be slain as a slayer in your stead, and you will 
be delivered. Believe in Him and you will dwell safely from the avenger 
of blood, from the wrath of God, and from the forces of hell. O Adam, 
dear Adam, flee the avenger! Do not despair in your sin. When the evil 
one pursues you, flee to your City of Refuge, and you will find rest and 
comfort all your days. Do not leave your City of Refuge without availing 
yourself of the benefit of the efficacious death of your High Priest and 
Advocate, Jesus Christ. If you take comfort in the bloody death of Jesus 
Christ, you will be able to depart this life blessedly and return home to 
your eternal fatherland, the beautiful, heavenly paradise from which 
you were driven into exile. The death of your High Priest frees you 
from your misery” (John 8[:36]). 

The imperial privileges of our blessed City of Refuge are, briefly 
put, (1) to dwell safely in Christ, (2) to leave this life in Christ, and (3) 
to enter eternal life in Christ. These are founded on three articles of 
our Christian Creed: (1) the forgiveness of sins, (2) the sure hope of the 
resurrection of the body, and (3) the inheritance of life everlasting.

Long ago, murderers had to appeal to the proper authorities of a 
city of refuge in order to obtain access to it. With repentant hearts we 
must beseech God our heavenly Father to let us have a share in the 
precious merits of His dearest Son.

There were six cities of refuge, as clearly listed in Joshua 20[:7–8]. 
When we look at our Lord Jesus on the cross, there too we may count 
six cities of refuge and asylums to comfort us. Blessed is the Freystadter 
who knows where to seek his cities of refuge in every trouble. Here 
no man can be delivered unless he becomes a citizen of the spiritual 
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city of refuge. Here all the children of God must sigh, “O almighty, 
everlasting God, grant also to me, a poor sinner, the rights of a citizen 
in the blessed city of refuge of your beloved Son.” So come, you who 
are citizens not only of the imperial city of refuge but even now citizens 
also of this heavenly and spiritual city of refuge! Contemplate your 
sixfold consolation and sixfold treasure:

Our first asylum and city of refuge is the most sacred head of our 
Lord Jesus, pierced with the crown of thorns, where we are set free 
from the stinging thorns of our sins and assured of the crown of life. 
Our second city of refuge is Jesus Christ’s nail-pierced right hand, with 
which He gives us rest for our soul and all that we need for salvation. 
Our third city of refuge is Jesus Christ’s nail-pierced left hand, with 
which He takes away all that can harm our soul. In the midst of the 
cities of refuge, like our Jordan river, is the most sacred body of Jesus 
Christ, generously flowing with blood to cleanse us from sin, a blessed 
sieve or trickling river where comfort and salvation trickle through 
every scar. And then we count the three cities of refuge on the other side 
of the spiritual Jordan. Our fourth city of refuge is Jesus Christ’s nail-
pierced right foot, with which He crushed all our foes. Our fifth city of 
refuge is Jesus Christ’s nail-pierced left foot, with which He blazed the 
way to heaven. Our sixth city of refuge is Jesus Christ’s opened side, in 
which we may hide ourselves as the doves which take cover in the cleft 
of rock during heavy storms, as the ancients said when commenting 
on Jeremiah 48[:28]. 

To this city of refuge Jeremiah directs all pious hearts, saying, 
“Leave the cities.” That is, trust no other consolation. “Dwell in the cliff.” 
This means the rock—and that Rock is Christ (1 Cor. 10[:4]). He was 
struck with the rod of the cross [Ex. 17:6]. He was cut open; blood 
and water flowed out to wash our wounds and scabs. “Be like the dove 
that makes her nest in the sides of the hollows.” Shelter yourselves in 
the opened side of Jesus Christ, and the storm of God’s wrath will not 
touch you.

Here Isaiah would say, “Go, my people, into your chamber (of the 
opened side of Jesus Christ); hide yourself for a little while until the 
fury has passed by.” (Is. 26[:20]). “Through this opening one goes to the 
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Father,”4 as Angelomus Monachus5 said 772 years ago6 on the noble Song 
of Solomon 2[:14]. Johann Trithemius7 rightly conferred high praises on 
this Angelomus. Therefore, whoever would be saved, let him say with 
Psalm 55[:6–8], “Oh, that I had wings like a dove, that I might fly away 
and rest somewhere! Behold, then would I wander far away and reside 
in the wilderness. Selah. I would hurry to escape from the raging wind 
and tempest.” Take note, dear heart, there is a mystery behind this word 

“Selah.” It denotes a lifting up of heart and voice.8 Isaiah wanted to be in 
the rock of the wilderness that was split open by the cross (Ex. 17[:6]; 
Num. 20[:11])—that is, to abide in Jesus Christ.

Your blood, Lord Jesus, cleanses me,
Within Your side my cleft I see,
Where I will ever safe remain
As does the dove in storm and rain.

This will sincerely please the Lord Jesus, for He says, “‘O My dove 
in the clefts of the rock, in the hollows of the stone, let Me see your 
form.’ Do not turn your back to Me. Come! ‘Let Me hear your voice, for 
your voice is sweet, and your form is lovely’ (Song of Sol. 2[:14]). You 
are a gleam in My eyes when you turn to Me with the dove-white wings 
of a pure and unfeigned faith.” Augustine alluded to this when he said, 

“I may be troubled, but I will not despair, for I remember the wounds of 
Christ.”9 Oh, what a Christian saying this is!

I go to my death, good Christ, with Your wounds as my cover:
You are my Treasure, my Peace, and my Refuge secure.10

4 Per istam timam intratur ad Patrem; Ang. Enarr. in Cant. 2.
5 Angelomus of Luxeuil (d. ca. 895), Benedictine monk and Bible scholar.
6 I.e., ad 831, presumably.
7 Johann Heidenberg (1462–1516), abbot, cryptologist from Trittenheim.
8 Notatur elevans cordis et vocis.
9 Turbabor, sed non perturbabor, quoniam vulnerum Christi recordabor; actually 

from Bern. Sermo in Cant. 61.3; ascribed to August. in WA 1:344, lines 24–25.
10 Vulneribus, bone Christe, tuis indutus abibo / Tu mihi thesaurus, pax et Asylon eris.
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Who then will despair? May God grant every misfortune to those 
who are such sluggards that they refuse to flee to this city of refuge 
which God has appointed for us. Here it is rightly said, “The freedom 
of the city of refuge in Christ Jesus cannot be bought with any amount 
of gold.”11 Here when you say, “It is good to live in Freystadt,” it truly 
means, “It is good to live in the precious merits of Jesus Christ.”

Whoever purposefully left the Jews’ cities of refuge could be slain 
by an avenger. Not a cock would crow for him. Likewise, whoever 
deserts Jesus Christ falls into the clutches of the devil, where there is 
neither salvation nor help nor comfort.

Oh, my most beloved Freystadters! May you abide in this glorious 
city of refuge of Jesus Christ shown to you in the Holy Gospel, for 
then you will have blessed comfort and at last inherit and inhabit 
the heavenly refuge [Freystadt] of the children of God: the heavenly 
Jerusalem, where we shall worship and adore God in everlasting 
freedom! Amen.

Your honorable and worthy sirs’
neighbor and friend,

VALERIUS HERBERGER

Fraustadt, Poland, 1603, on the same day12 of the year when Jesus 
Christ, the Inhabitant of the heavenly refuge, in order to win our eter-
nal freedom, was circumcised and shed His first drop of blood, which 
outweighs the sin of the whole world; for as Bernard says, “The smallest 
drop of Christ’s blood outweighs the sins of the whole world.”13

11 Libertas res inaestimabilis.
12 January 1, 1603. 
13 Minima guttula sanguinis Christi praeponderat peccatis totius generis humani; 

attr. Bernard of Clairvaux.
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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be  
pleasing in Your sight, O Lord Jesus, my Refuge and my Redeemer.

psalm 19:14

Let all honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.  
He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father.

john 5:23

He who has seen Me has seen the Father.
john 14:9

When I lie down in bed, O Lord Jesus, I remember You;  
when I wake, I speak of You.

psalm 63:6
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Whoever would contemplate Genesis 16 to his own profit and good 
must do so with a pure, modest, chaste, and demure heart. When Sarah 
was seventy-five years old, she urged Abraham, then eighty-five years 
old, to marry her maidservant Hagar. Here we have a prime example 
of human reason. Whenever God tarries in His helping, we suddenly 
think ourselves capable of solving the problem and finding the answer. 
But He regularly makes a fool of our presumption. Therefore “wait for 
the Lord; be of good cheer, and do not despair, and wait for the Lord” 
[Ps. 27:14]. When God makes us a promise, He is sure to keep it, even if, 
as sometimes happens, it does not immediately come to fruition.

Abraham was persuaded by Sarah’s shrewd words. Behold, the 
godly often deceive each other with vain ideas. However, God in 
His exceptional wisdom allowed this to happen, for Abraham was to  
beget two rival peoples—a mystery that St. Paul explains in Galatians 
[4:22–31].

Ishmael is a type of all the self-righteous who trust in their fleshly 
birth and good works and think to please God thereby. Isaac, on the 
other hand, is a type of all humble hearts who cling only to God’s 
gracious promise and believe that they will be saved only by God’s 
goodness and mercy.

Consider the hearts of Abraham and Sarah here. What could 
have led these two to such a foolish plan with their maidservant? The 
truth is, they were led to it by their heartfelt longing for the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world, Jesus Christ, whom they deeply desired to 
see. In the midst of their noblest piety Abraham and Sarah went astray. 
Oh Lord Jesus, help me to walk in fear, and with godly Job and wise 
David to practice godliness and devotion when I begin any idea, plan, 

i. jesus
So Constantly Occupies the Thoughts of Abraham and Sarah That in 

Their Sincere Longing for Him They End Up in Folly (Gen. 16[:2]).
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or endeavor. Govern me by Your Spirit that I may not wander from You 
but always keep on the path that is straight and pleasing to You.

O Lord Jesus, just as Abraham and Sarah yearned for You, so my 
heart pines for You also. “As the deer pants for fresh water, so my soul 
pants for You,” Lord Christ [Ps. 42:1]. You never leave my heart for a 
moment. You fill my thoughts day and night. O my Lord Jesus, I long 
for You a thousand times a day. I have desire to depart and be with You 
[Phil. 1:23]. Oh, come, Lord Jesus, yea, come soon [Rev. 22:20], that I 
may live and abide with You forever. Amen.



17

As soon as the maid became a lady, she began to strut and swagger and 
look down her nose at Sarah; for a peasant turned squire or a beggar 
lord is sharper than the sharpest sword. It takes strong legs to make 
it through the good days. As for Abraham, he did not encourage the 
proud girl, for the mistress of the house really ought to have her rule 
over the household wherever it is right to exert it. 

The angel of the Lord drove the derelict Hagar back to her own 
duties as a lesson to all stubborn, unruly servants to mind their masters. 
And here is yet another exceptional example of God’s great mercy. 
Hagar was not outright rejected by God for her rudeness but received 
back into grace when she repented.

Dear heart, consider who the Angel is who spoke with Hagar here. 
It is your Friend Jesus; for immediately in the next verse He is called 

“Lord,” Jehovah, and “the Seeing and Living God.”
O Lord Jesus, You are the Angel of the Lord, the Angel of the 

Covenant. You are the Creator and King of all holy angels, the great 
Prince Michael.14 You are not of the kindred of angels, but You are 
called an angel because You are the heavenly Father’s ambassador  
to my heart. Speak, dear Lord Jesus, for Your servant hears [1 Sam. 
3:10]. If the words of Your ministers, the angels, are to be heard, how 
much more Your own words? “You have words of eternal life” [John 
6:68].

You are the true Jehovah, the almighty, everlasting God. Oh, what 
a powerful Protector I have in You against the evil one and the gates 
of hell!

14 Cf. Dan. 12:1.

ii. jesus,
The Angel of the Lord and the Lord Himself, the Seeing  

and Living God, Comforts Grieving Hagar (Gen. 16[:10–11]).
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You are the Seeing God. “You, O God, see me,” as Hagar called You. 
“Your eyes are brighter than the sun, considering the secret parts” [Sir. 
23:19]. Oh, look upon my sorrow and distress, and deliver me from my 
troubles. “You have regarded me in the form of a man, who is the Lord 
God in the highest,” as king David says of this [1 Chron. 17:17]. Help 
me in turn to regard You with a joyful heart and to find my highest 
pleasure in You.

You are the Living God, “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” [John 
14:6], “the Resurrection and the Life” [John 11:25], You are my Life, 
death is my gain [Phil 1:21]. You are the precious Fountain of Life [Ps. 
36:9]. “I know that my Redeemer lives” [Job 19:25]. You live, and I also 
shall live [John 14:19]. Help me by Your grace to live a Christlike life in 
this age and in eternal blessedness in the age to come. Amen!
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Jacob loved his son Joseph dearly, yet far from raising him to be lazy, 
he sent him as soon as he was seventeen years old to keep the livestock. 
Parents ought to have their children learn while they are young an 
honest means by which they may sustain others as well as themselves 
when they are older. Idleness is the beginning of every vice.

Now Moses took care to note what sort of society Joseph kept. 
Joseph wanted nothing to do with the proud, puffed-up sons of Leah 
but associated with the lowliest of his father’s house. Everything that 
is exalted among the children of God is praised on account of its 
humility; for “God opposes the proud but to the humble is gracious” 
[James 4:6].

Besides this, Moses reports that Joseph brought news to his father of 
an evil outcry against his brothers. Joseph was no courier, no frivolous 
slanderer or tattle-tale, who used wicked lips to stir up discord among 
his siblings. Rather, the glory of God and the true faith of Israel were 
so dear to him that he could not suffer them to be disparaged by the 
offensive lifestyle of his careless brothers. So when he saw that his 
brothers lived in the Gospel insolently and gave cause to their neighbors 
the heathens, who did not know the Messiah, to revile the Israelite faith 
of his father, it stung him right to the core. He could not hide their 
wickedness and offensive life which had become so widely known. He 
brought his complaint to his father, asking him to rebuke them and 
warn them against this offensive behavior so injurious to the Gospel, 
that the heathen might not be offended and given cause to reject this 
faith but rather be drawn to it by praiseworthy conduct, that they might 
be favorable to the Israelite faith and inquire after it the more fondly.

xii. jesus,
The Heavenly Joseph, the Blessed Augustus, Perpetual Enlarger  

of the Heavenly Kingdom, the Chief Shepherd of Our Soul,  
the Gentle and Humble-Hearted Redeemer of the World,  

Who Cannot Tolerate Any Vice in His Brothers (Gen. 37:2).
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Behold, dear heart, the true faith and the glory and friendship of 
God were dearer to pious Joseph than all the love and favor of the world, 
dearer even than the grace and support of his own brothers. Joseph had 
such an honorable, upright heart that he could not tolerate vice even 
in his own brothers. Oh Lord Jesus, bestow on me also such a heart 
that loves and longs for honor and virtue, that I too may have a good 
testimony before the enemies of the Gospel. Help me to hate all vice. 
Let my light shine in an honest, honorable life before men, that they 
may see my good works and glorify Your Father in heaven [Matt. 5:16.], 
that Your Gospel might be spread the more.

Here again, dear heart, contemplate your Friend Jesus Christ in the 
handsome picture of this virtuous, honor-loving young man Joseph. 
For our Lord Jesus Himself says, “Moses wrote of Me” (John 5:46). 
Thus in this story Joseph is only the peel and rind, while our Lord Jesus 
is the kernel and marrow.

Joseph means “Augustus,” or “perpetual enlarger.”376 O Lord Jesus, 
You are the true Augustus, the perpetual Enlarger of Your Christian 
Church, the perpetual Enlarger of my faith, the perpetual Enlarger of 
my comfort, the perpetual Enlarger of my blessedness. This is also 
why were You born of Mary under the reign of Caesar Augustus (Luke 
2:1). Oh Lord Jesus, send me Your Holy Spirit and be the perpetual 
Enlarger of my godliness also. What I have too little of You can enlarge 
perpetually. I have too little virtue and holiness; oh, may You increase 
it in me perpetually, yearly, daily, hourly, even moment by moment! 
Let all that is wicked decrease, all that is good increase. You Yourself 
said, “I came that they might have life and full abundance” [John 
10:10]. John [1:16] says of You, “From His fullness we have all received.” 
O Lord Jesus, remain the perpetual Enlarger of my prosperity; I will 
remain the perpetual enlarger of Your glory, the perpetual worshiper 
of Your name.

Joseph also means “one who grows and increases.” So too, O Lord 
Jesus, Luke says that You grew and increased (Luke 2:40, 52). And John 
the Baptist says, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

376 Cf. Semper augustus; i.e., with regard to the size of the empire.
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