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ORDER OF FAMILY WORSHIP
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Leader (With all repeating each phrase): Lord, have 
mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

A PSALM may be read by the leader or by the family 
in response.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen.

THE SCRIPTURE READING 
THE MEDITATION 
THE PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.

Leader: Let us bless the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Leader: The almighty and merciful God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.

All: Amen.



Martin Luther’s Morning Prayer
Make the sign of the holy cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen.

Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer
Make the sign of the holy cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me 
this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen.

—Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism

____________________________________________________________ 
See prayer section for daily prayers, as well as prayers for Church 
festivals and other special occasions.



Mealtime Prayers

Asking a Blessing
The children and members of the household shall go to the 
table reverently, make the sign of the holy cross, fold their 
hands, and say:

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them 
their food at the proper time. You open Your hand and 
satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16)

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts, 
which we receive from Your bountiful goodness, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

 
Returning Thanks

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently 
make the sign of the holy cross and with folded hands say:

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures 
forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He provides 
food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they 
call. His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor 
His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in those 
who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love. 
(Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9–11)

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your 
benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. 
Amen. 
          —Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism



Friday, July 1
Canada day

k
Read Acts 22:12–16 ✦ Psalm 69:13–18

My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are  
your ways My ways, declares the Lord. Isaiah 55:8

Reflections in July

This halfway point in the year offers an opportunity to 
reflect on the gifts God has given to His children. The 

gift of God’s plan for us laid out in Scripture. The gift of the 
Savior born in a manger. The gift of salvation through that 
Savior’s life, death, and resurrection.

At the very core of this month’s reflection is the reality 
that our loving God has thoughts and plans that are greater 
than anything we can want, ask for, or imagine. Reflections 
in July can help us to remember that our life has been 
guided and molded by God, even when we may not see His 
hand at work in the moments, days, or months. Our sinful 
nature will always cloud our reflections. Isaiah reminds us 
of the truth of God’s loving plan. While our reflections are 
limited, more important is that God sees us through Jesus, 
in whom we have been redeemed. That is the core truth 
that should frame all our reflections.

No matter what has happened in the past, Jesus’ saving 
work brings comfort far beyond anything you could 
imagine.

Dear Jesus, help me to see Your thoughts  
and ways in my life today. Amen.



Saturday, July 2
k

Read Luke 2:1–20 ✦ Psalm 2

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,  

and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

Where Has the Year Gone?

How many times during July do I hear the words “where 
has the year gone?” More than I can count. It is good 

then to look back at the beginning of the year—the Church 
Year. Now is a good time to remember the simple story of 
Jesus’ birth and the prophecies of that event. It is easy to get 
caught up in summer activities and forget the miracle that 
happened in Bethlehem. But today we can take a pause in 
the busyness of life and see the beauty and love in Jesus’ 
birth. We can rejoice with the shepherds. We can proclaim 
like the angels. We can bow and worship the baby as Mary 
and Joseph did. Today we can take a pause to remember 
how God’s plan for salvation was begun in the manger and 
made perfect in the open grave. Where has the year gone? It 
has gone just as God has planned it to. It has been grounded 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection and our assurance of living 
with Him in eternity someday. 

Dear Jesus, help me to look back today on  
Your glorious birth, death, and resurrection. Amen.



Sunday, July 3 
k

Read Matthew 1:18–23 ✦ Psalm 45

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and shall call His name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

Signs of Harvest

It may be too early to talk about signs of harvest and 
autumn, but I remember growing up in Wisconsin and 

gauging the corn crop harvest based on the height of the 
stalks in July. Was it going to be a good harvest? Or was the 
corn crop behind because of a late planting or lack of rain 
during the early growing season?

Isaiah had a clear sign for Israel to look forward to. 
Notice that the Lord Himself gives the sign. This is not 
a sign given by men. Jesus’ birth and salvation plan for 
sinners was given by the Creator of heaven and earth. 
The signs were given by God because of His love for His 
children. The outcome of the plan was certain. Through 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, salvation is certain for 
all who believe. Unlike the signs of the corn crops, which 
could show signs of a poor harvest, God’s sign is perfect. 
We know the outcome of His plan. Take time today to 
remember Jesus’ saving work for you.

Dear Jesus, thank You for the signs You gave through  
Your prophets. Help me to remember them today. Amen.



Monday, July 4
independenCe day (u.S.)

k
Read Matthew 11:25–30 ✦ Psalm 1

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;  
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run  

and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

With Wings like Eagles

Here are a few facts about bald eagles on this Independence 
Day. The bald eagle dwarfs most other birds of prey. 

You’ll find bald eagles flapping low over treetops with 
slow movements of their wings. Bald eagles can be found 
perched in trees or on the ground. But maybe the most 
majestic thing to note about bald eagles is how they soar 
high in the sky. In flight, a bald eagle holds its wings flat 
like a board. It masters the air currents with its broad 
wings, seeming to circle effortlessly as, with keen eyes, it 
surveys land and sky for a meal. 

Isaiah reminds us today that those who wait for the Lord 
shall renew their strength, shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, and shall not grow weary. Through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, we can be like bald eagles. We can be strong 
and fearless through faith in Jesus. We can soar high in the 
sky through faith in Jesus. We can be perched safely and 
confidently in our lives today through faith in Jesus. 

Today, let others know how much you are like the bald 
eagle.

Dear Lord, let Your Holy Spirit lift us up  
with wings like eagles today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



tueSday, July 5
k

Read Luke 4:14–21 ✦ Psalm 97

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; He has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound.  
Isaiah 61:1

Our Victorious Savior

One of Isaiah’s prophecies that I love is our verse for today. 
Why do I love it? First, when Jesus read those words of 

prophecy by Isaiah in the synagogue on the Sabbath in 
Nazareth, He was reading about Himself. Second, after 
reading Isaiah’s prophecy, He said that that very Scripture 
was fulfilled in their hearing. Jesus made it clear that day 
that He was the promised Savior. 

Now, as then, Jesus proclaims the Good News of 
salvation through His death and resurrection. His words 
cannot be argued with or denied. He gives freedom to all 
who believe in Him. He redeems the lost and gives hope to 
the hopeless. Jesus has said that those who in faith believe 
in Him shall have eternal life. Jesus fulfills that promise in 
our hearing every day. 

Today, hold on to the truth about Jesus. He has saved the 
world from sin, death, and the devil through His precious 
blood. He has said it, and He has completed all He has said. 

Jesus, thank You for redeeming me,  
a lost and condemned creature. Amen.



WedneSday, July 6
k

Read John 19:17–37 ✦ Psalm 8

But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for 
our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us 

peace, and with His wounds we are healed. Isaiah 53:5

Peace Won for Us

I am sure that every soldier felt punishment while battling 
for the United States’ freedoms. Whether in the winters 

at Valley Forge, battlefields of Gettysburg, ruins of Europe, 
islands of the Pacific, jungles of Asia, or sands of the Middle 
East, soldiers have been punished in many ways. Hunger, 
thirst, cold, heat, and battle against human enemies. But 
they endured these punishments to gain peace for a nation. 

Isaiah foretells a Savior who would be punished so that, 
by His suffering, He could gain peace for the world. Unlike 
our human battlefields, the Savior’s battlefield was much 
larger and the outcome much greater. Pierced, crushed, and 
wounded, the sinless Savior was punished for sin, to the 
point of His death upon the cross.

Through Jesus’ death, we are saved. By His resurrection, 
He declares the battle is won. Peace has been won for us. By 
His wounds, we are healed. He loved us that much. 

The message of a Savior who died so that we might live 
is a word of hope and love you can share with those in your 
life who need to hear.

Lord Jesus, let me see that You have won the battle for me.  
Help me to spread that message to others. Amen.



thurSday, July 7
k

Read Luke 10:1–24 ✦ Psalm 40

How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How 
you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 

Isaiah 14:12

Reality of Satan

He shone so brightly among the heavenly host he was 
called Day Star and son of Dawn. The Day Star’s fall 

from his high position was described by Isaiah. The son of 
Dawn turned against God and tried to turn creation against 
its creator. Any way you look at the interpretation, it is clear 
that evil is present in our world. We don’t have to look too 
far to know that this is true; evil is with us.

It is also clear that God has defeated evil. We could look 
in the Bible at the past nations that were evil in the sight 
of the Lord. We could look at the lion that seeks to devour 
us. We could look at evil men throughout the ages who 
sought to control the earth, using wars and weapons of 
mass destruction. In all these cases, we should be aware of 
the reality of Satan. He waits for the time to take us away 
from God. He spends every second of each day looking for 
opportunities to do that.

Here is another reality, though. Jesus has defeated Satan. 
When Jesus comes back to take us home, Satan will not be 
able to keep us from our Lord. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
has saved us. Now that is great news for today!

Lord God, thank You for saving us from sin, death,  
and Satan, and for redeeming us through Jesus’ sacrifice. 

In His name. Amen.



Friday, July 8
k

Read John 14:1–6 ✦ Psalm 3

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. Isaiah 53:4

Overcoming

Isaiah makes clear the reality of who Jesus is in this verse. 
Many people look at Jesus as a poor man who went 

through extreme pain and death. They also may reason 
among themselves that if there is a God, Jesus was a victim 
of a God that was uncaring and disconnected. They see Him 
as stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

But we, as redeemed children of God, look also at the 
first part of this verse. Jesus was both God and man. As 
God, He overcame the power of Satan, living the perfect life 
in obedience to God His Father, which on account of sin, we 
cannot. As man, Jesus bore our sins on the cross, suffering 
and dying in our place. By grace through faith, His sacrifice 
is counted for us and we are redeemed and called children 
of God. Then He rose from the dead, overcoming death for 
us. Jesus has secured our salvation for us. 

There are many people who look at Jesus only as a sad 
victim of an uncaring God. Take time to share with those 
who do not know the Gospel message the truth of who 
Jesus is and what He has done. 

Thank You, Jesus, for saving the world.  
Help me to share that message today. Amen.



Saturday, July 9
k

Read Matthew 13:24–30 ✦ Psalm 110

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. Isaiah 64:6

Mud Run

I once did a mud run. A mud run is a three-mile obstacle 
course race that includes places where you have to crawl 

in mud. Up muddy hills, under muddy objects, with hoses 
spraying to make more mud on the course. At the end of 
the course, there are showers to wash mud off your body 
and out of your hair. There are trash cans to put your ruined 
shoes and clothes in. When you finish, there is a great 
sense of accomplishment. But you don’t want to keep your 
muddy clothes as evidence of your success. 

My muddy clothes were evidence of my success, but 
they were polluted by the race I had run. I needed to throw 
them away and put on new, clean clothes. 

Life is similar. Isaiah says that our righteous deeds are 
polluted garments. But we don’t stay that way. In Baptism, 
our muddy, stained heart is exchanged for a new heart that 
desires to know God. Our dirty garments are washed in the 
blood of our Savior, Jesus, and we are clothed in redeemed 
clothes whiter than pure snow. Be thankful and live in 
those new clothes today.

Thank You, Jesus, for covering me in Your white robe of 
righteousness today. Let me share that message with others. 

Amen.



Sunday, July 10
k

Read John 4:1–26 ✦ Psalm 16

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord; though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Isaiah 1:18

White as Snow

July is not a time for snow where I live, but when it’s an 
especially hot July day, I enjoy taking time to think about 

calm, snowy days. I remember walking in falling snow, 
with fluffy snowflakes that floated down on my coat. The 
quietness of those days was amazing. Watching the snow 
gather and cover my driveway was very peaceful. 

Isaiah mentions our sins being covered so that they 
are as white as snow. Think about standing in a calm, 
peaceful wintery day, watching big snowflakes fall on your 
driveway. As black as the driveway is, God calmly and 
peacefully covers it with snow. The beauty is amazing, and 
the blackness of the driveway is gone. When you wake up 
every morning, think about how your black driveway of 
sin is covered by Jesus’ atoning sacrifice and looks white as 
snow. The beauty is amazing!

Dear Jesus, help me to share the message of  
Your redeeming work with people I meet today. Amen.



Monday, July 11
k

Read Mark 1:1–13 ✦ Psalm 22:27–31

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3

What Is the Message?

John’s message was straightforward. His message was 
direct. The world is a sinful, wicked, and corrupt place. 

Those in the world are likewise sinful, wicked, and corrupt. 
Therefore, you are on the way of destruction. Repent and 
prepare the way of the Lord, the very Lamb of God who 
comes to be your Savior.

Who is that person calling to you in the wilderness of 
life today? Is it your parents? Is it your spouse? Is it your 
friends? What messages are they calling to you? Are they 
calling you to be faithful, to walk in the way prepared for 
you by the redeeming work of Jesus?

Or are you hearing messages that fit in with our sinful 
nature? Oh, how we want to listen to them. The world is 
still sin-filled, evil, and corrupt. And its messages pull and 
entice us away from the narrow way prepared for us.

During this July day, consider those messages you hear. 
Do they fit in with what John’s message is for us? Jesus’ 
redeeming act of salvation stands for us. Do not heed the 
voice that calls you away from God. Hear John: “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(John 1:29).

God, help me to tune out the distractions that get in the way 
of living for You today. Keep me in Your love and guidance 

through Your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



tueSday, July 12
k

Read Luke 2:21–40 ✦ Psalm 68:1–8

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. Isaiah 11:1

Stumps and Trees

After strong winds called Santa Anas roar through 
southern California, people often wake up to find that 

huge pine trees have fallen. For days after, residents may 
see city workers clearing away the fallen trees. Weeks 
later, the stumps may still be there, but people may have 
forgotten the huge trees that once grew there. 

Isaiah reminds us of Jesus coming from the stump of 
Jesse. If we look only at the stump, it might not appear to 
be powerful. But if we remember the tree of the genealogy 
of Jesse, we can see how grand the salvation plan of God 
was for His people. More important, we see the shoot of 
Jesse (Jesus) and know that a huge tree will come from it. 
Stumps can be deceiving. Remember the huge plan that 
God laid out for us through Jesus’ saving act. We are all part 
of that new tree that will forever live with Jesus in heaven.

Dear Jesus, thank You for being our Savior who  
was promised long ago. Help me to share  
that message with others today. Amen.



WedneSday, July 13
k

Read Ephesians 6:10–19 ✦ Psalm 108:1–4

“I have chosen you and not cast you off”; fear not, for I am with 
you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you,  

I will help you. Isaiah 41:9–10

Fear and Trash

Whenever I have had issues with fear, my wife has a 
mantra she reminds me to say to myself: “Take out the 

trash.” Whatever fear I am having (mostly irrational fear), 
I need to dump it in the trash. Sometimes actually going 
outside to the trash can help me release it. 

Many things cause us to be fearful: crisis points in the 
world and, closer, in the lives around us. Jesus has taken 
out the trash for us with His death on the cross. By His 
sacrifice, all our fears have an answer in His redeeming act, 
which has secured salvation for all people. Faith in Jesus 
counters our fear and brings us peace today. 

If there are fears in your life, take out the trash and 
know that Jesus’ redeeming work on the cross is for you. 
Whatever is going on, know that in faith you are saved, 
and those fears will be gone when we are in heaven, where 
there will be no more tears or fear.

Dear God, please help me today with my fears.  
Let me know that You are in control and love us.  

In Jesus’ name and for His sake. Amen.



thurSday, July 14
k

Read Isaiah 26:1–15 ✦ Psalm 20

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed  
on You, because he trusts in You. Isaiah 26:3

Mind Games

Traveling in southern California can be confusing at times. 
With so many freeways, it can be unclear which way to 

go. Granted, the freeways are marked, but it is often tough 
to make the right decision when in heavy traffic. Signs for 
roads going south might say “to San Diego.” Signs for going 
north might say “to Sacramento.” But you don’t want to 
go to those cities, which are hundreds of miles away. You 
just want to go south a couple of miles to see your friend. 
Trusting in the fact that going south will lead you to your 
destination, even though the sign confuses you, is a reality 
you need to hold on to. 

The same is true for today’s verse from Isaiah. Keeping 
your mind on Jesus gives you perfect peace. Jesus died 
for you and has redeemed you. This life may seem very 
confusing and uneasy, but Jesus’ direction is clear and 
secure. 

Jesus’ peace passes all understanding. Be confident 
today that Jesus has rescued you and that you can live in 
peace, no matter how confusing life is today.

Dear Jesus, let me see that You give us a peace that passes  
all understanding today. Let me rest in Your loving arms. 

Amen.



Friday, July 15
k

Read Mark 16:1–19 ✦ Psalm 92

Behold My servant, whom I uphold, My chosen, in whom  
My soul delights; I have put My Spirit upon Him;  

He will bring forth justice to the nations. Isaiah 42:1

Jesus Justice

Isaiah reminds us today that Jesus came to bring justice 
and salvation to the world. It is interesting that so many 

people in Jesus’ time on earth were looking for a strong 
king to bring physical justice on the enemies of Israel. They 
were very confused and astounded in Jesus’ meek manner 
of salvation. Even from the cross, Jesus was mocked for 
not using His power to come down and save Himself from 
death and the rest of the nation from Roman tyranny. 

Jesus’ saving work did bring justice. The Law of God 
was kept perfectly, and the debt owed on account of sin—
death—was paid. Through Jesus, mankind was redeemed, 
bought back from sin, death, and Satan. 

Justice has been won, and God’s children have been 
redeemed. The kind of justice Jesus won for us is much 
more powerful than the earthly justice people might look 
for. This world will fade, but Jesus’ perfect justice secures 
eternal life for all who believe in Him. 

Thank You, Jesus, for Your perfect justice. Help me to  
rest in the assurance that I am Your redeemed child. Amen.




