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ORDER OF FAMILY WORSHIP
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Leader (With all repeating each phrase): Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

A PSALM may be read by the leader or by the family 
in response.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen.

THE SCRIPTURE READING 
THE MEDITATION 
THE PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Leader: Let us bless the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Leader: The almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us.

All: Amen.
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Martin Luther’s Morning Prayer
Make the sign of the holy cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please You. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer
Make the sign of the holy cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen.  

—Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism 

____________________________________________________

See prayer section for daily prayers, as well as prayers for Church 
festivals and other special occasions.
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Mealtime Prayers

Asking a Blessing

The children and members of the household shall go to the 
table reverently, make the sign of the holy cross, fold their 
hands, and say:

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them 
their food at the proper time. You open Your hand and 
satisfy the desires of every living thing.  
(Psalm 145:15–16)

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts, 
which we receive from Your bountiful goodness, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

 
Returning Thanks

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently 
make the sign of the holy cross and with folded hands say:

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures 
forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He provides 
food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they 
call. His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor 
His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in 
those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing 
love. (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9–11)

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:
We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your 
benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. 
Amen. 
          —Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism
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Saturday, January 1
new year’S day

CirCumCiSion and name of JeSuS

k
Read Luke 1:30–33 ✦ Psalm 145

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High, for He is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Luke 6:35

Kind

Must be kind.” If I had placed an ad for a wife, before meeting 
the woman who became mine, it would have included 

those words. Kindness makes life much more pleasant. More 
important, a man as odd and sinful as I am desperately requires 
kindness. But don’t we all?

What a profound mercy that our Father is kind to us! After 
all, we are “the ungrateful and the evil.” Despite a gifted life, 
possessions, homes, and families, we often respond with 
mockery and selfishness: “Really, God? Is that it?” By hateful 
words, angry acts, and thoughts we’d be too scandalized to 
share, we choose evil.

Yet God looks on us with kindness, including history’s greatest 
kindness. Mary knew the kindness God did to her in making 
her Jesus’ mother. This gift of a Savior is for the whole world 
so we can be named children of the Most High. By sharing the 
news of that gift with others, we rightly love our enemies, just 
as God loved us. And this is not because we deserve it. It is 
solely because He is kind.

Father, in history’s greatest kindness, You gave Your Son to 
make us Your family. Give us kind hearts to lead others to the 

heavenly reward Christ earned. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Sunday, January 2
k

Read Isaiah 60:1–6 ✦ Psalm 34

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and exult. Isaiah 60:5

Radiant

Have you ever seen one of those smiles? A person’s face seems 
normal, but then a wide, beaming smile lights up the face 

like fireworks in the night sky. You can’t miss it, and it can’t be 
faked. That’s radiance.

Mothers-to-be are often radiant; so are people newly in love. 
Some folks are radiant because that’s just who they are. They 
can’t help it. It’s how God is too. He is the worker of wonders, 
the giver of joy, the potter who shaped us, and the only Holy 
One. The light of the world shines because that’s who He is. 
Simply standing in God’s presence was enough to make Moses’ 
face so radiant that people were afraid to come near.

We, too, can be reflections of God’s radiance. When people 
see us, don’t we want them to see our Savior in our lives? Don’t 
we want to shine brightly with the thrilling hope He has placed 
in our hearts?

Like a pregnant mother who is radiant because joy is literally 
growing inside her, we are radiant because of the One who lives 
in us. He is the light who drives out sin’s darkness and who 
burns death and the devil to a crisp. Because of Him, we shine.

As we live in Your light, O Lord, help us stand in awe 
of Your radiance. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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monday, January 3
k

Read Isaiah 64:1–8 ✦ Psalm 104:24–35

But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared 

for those who love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9

Imaginative

Honestly, 1 Corinthians 2:9 may be my favorite Bible verse. 
Full of hope and wonder, it’s an optimist’s dream come 

true. That really amazing thing we’re thinking of, the best and 
most beautiful future we could imagine? Junk. What God has 
planned for us is soooooo much better. And we have set the 
wildest-dreams bar pretty high.

The Bible begins with God creating the world by words alone. 
Throughout the Old Testament, He piles on miracles and acts of 
deliverance, saving His people over and over again. But what 
God does in the New Testament through Jesus Christ is so much 
bigger and better! He sends His Son as a baby to grow into not 
merely an earthly king for Israel but also an eternal king for the 
whole world. God sends His Son not merely to save lives but 
also to save souls. Not merely to rule life but also to conquer 
death!

And what God has planned for us after we see our own 
deaths defeated, well, that defies imagination. Yet someday our 
eyes will see it. Our ears will hear it. And we will behold God’s 
love enthroned in a heaven beyond our wildest imaginings.

Father, open our eyes to Your mighty works, especially the 
salvation Your Son has won for us. In His name. Amen.
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tueSday, January 4
k

Read Titus 2:1–15 ✦ Psalm 141

A man without self-control is like a city 
broken into and left without walls. Proverbs 25:28

Self-Controlled

Proverbs 25:28—now that’s imagery! The tricky thing about 
self-control is that it takes only a tiny lapse to make it easier 

to give in more and more and more until WHAM, we’re knee-
deep in a gallon of ice cream with no way out but to finish it and 
throw away the evidence.

Self-control applies not only to food but also to temper, 
greed, desire, words, time management—the list is endless. 
Maintaining so much self-control seems impossible. And it 
is! How blessed we are, then, that we do not need to control 
ourselves by ourselves. Even during our lapses in judgment, 
when we don’t guard our lips or our minds from evil, God is 
the One who’s really in control. He sends His Spirit to lead us 
to repentance. Only by this merciful blessing can we fall to 
our knees and plead, “Save us!” He also sends spiritual fruit—
including self-control.

Does this mean that we are now masters of self-control? Not 
at all! It means there is hope. By God’s power working within 
us, we are kept from many of our own worst impulses and most 
self-destructive choices. We know that when we mess up, the 
One who is in control is still there to forgive us and bring us 
back into His merciful arms.

God, give me the wisdom to rely on You to control my life. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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wedneSday, January 5
k

Read Isaiah 40:27–31 ✦ Psalm 121

He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you 
will not slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel will 

neither slumber nor sleep. Psalm 121:3–4

Tireless

I ’ve done many stupid things. For instance, in my first year of 
college, I went two weeks sleeping only four hours a night. I 

was so proud of myself. My jokes were still funny. I still got stuff 
done. I was invincible! Oh, yeah, and I was utterly exhausted.

How many of us would love to be tireless? To check item after 
item off our to-do lists? To give 100 percent all the time, every 
day? Many people in our society act as though they are tireless, 
toiling and giving until nothing is left. 

Our souls and our bodies need rest, but our Creator does not. 
“He who keeps you will not slumber.” God is tireless in His 
pursuit and protection of us.

When we talk about someone who tirelessly pursues a cause, 
we present it as a noble deed. When God is tireless, it is far more 
than this. God is relentless and unyielding, not pausing for a 
moment in His love for us. This love took form in Jesus Christ, 
and this love continues to act for our good through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Although we are exhausted by our own sin and 
by the sinful world, God’s love for us will never rest.

Father, grant us refuge in Your arms, which never 
tire of holding us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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