
PreParing for Christ’s Coming

In the last three months of 2022, our readings will take 
us through Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.

We begin October with the remarkable lay leader Nehemiah, 
who shows great courage and wisdom while overseeing the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls and the reforming of the Jewish 
society. Esther is a young Jewish exile whom God lifts up to 
become queen and save her people. Job closes out the month 
with his search for God’s comfort in great suffering.

November leads us through the Book of Psalms, which gives 
us tremendous examples for our prayer life. December takes 
us through the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon.

As we close the first half of our two-year study of the Bible, 
we see God’s great love in giving us His Word through the 
prophets of the Old Testament. But even more as He sends His 
Son into our world as the little baby in Bethlehem’s manger.

In Jesus Christ,
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1. Make an “appointment with Jesus.” Ink it into your daily calen-
dar. You will need about twenty minutes.

2. Forestall interruptions. Turn off the phone. Close your office door. 
Do whatever you need to do to be alone with your Lord.

3. Make the time pleasant for yourself. I read first thing in the morn-
ing over coffee. Choose a time and place you will be comfortable, 
relaxed, and focused on the Word of God.

4. Start with prayer. Ask God to meet with you, to teach you, and to 
give you an open heart to the work of the Holy Spirit. Ask Him to 
personalize His Word to your circumstances today. Then talk with 
Him while you read. 

5. Pray as you close. Ask God to bring His Word back to your mind as 
you need His help today. See the daily prayer list found at the end 
of this issue.

Psalms match the content for the day; Proverbs passages lead us 
through the book each year.

P.S. If you miss a day, you can just keep going at your own pace. 
However, each week’s readings usually combine Saturday and Sunday, 
giving you one free “makeup day” each week to do the extra reading. 
Or simply skip what you’ve missed. Plan to read it next time around—
two years from now. Don’t feel discouraged. Remember, your goal is 
to sit at the Lord’s feet to get to know Him better, to receive strength 
from Him, and to receive life and salvation through His Word. Reading 
through the Bible by a specific date is secondary.

how to Use this gUide

10

Get the Big Picture
As cupbearer to the king of Persia, Nehemiah holds 

a responsible position in the government. Notice how 
he uses his influence in Persia for the good of his 
people. But notice even more how Nehemiah uses his 
influence in heaven’s court.

Sharpen the Focus
The Holy Spirit has seen fit to record a select group 

of prayers in the inspired text of Scripture. We can 
learn much of value for our own prayer lives by study-
ing the prayers of the saints who have gone before us. 
Take a close look now at Nehemiah’s prayer (1:5–11) as 
you fill in the blanks below. What do you learn?

1:5: Nehemiah begins ____________________________

________________________________________________.

1:6–7: Nehemiah confesses _______________________

________________________________________________.

1:8–9: Nehemiah recalls God’s ____________________

________________________________________________.

1:10: Nehemiah reminds the Lord that ____________

________________________________________________.

1:11: Nehemiah asks _____________________________

________________________________________________.

Zoom In
Pray about an issue in your own life or in the life 

of the Church before you close your Bible now. Pattern 
your prayer after that of Nehemiah. Then wait expec-
tantly as our Lord works both in the situation and in 
your heart to bring about His will.

October

1
Saturday

Read  
Nehemiah 1–2.

If time is short, 
focus on  

chapter 1.

Psalm 9

Proverbs  
24:13–14

Nehemiah 1
A Prayer

Nehemiah 2
A Plan

Get the BiG Picture

Gives you a helpful 
overview of the day’s 
text before you read 
the passage.

SharPen the FocuS

Helps you clearly 
understand the 
passage and see its 
meaning for your life.

Zoom in
Highlights interesting 
parts of the text you 
may not notice at 
first glance and gives 
practical suggestions 
for living according 
to God’s Word daily.



Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return  . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . .gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

October 2022

❑ 1 Nehemiah 1–2
❑ 2 Nehemiah 3–4
❑ 3 Nehemiah 5–6
❑ 4 Nehemiah 7–8
❑ 5 Nehemiah 9–10
❑ 6 Nehemiah 

11–13
❑ 7 Esther 1–2
❑ 8/9 Esther 3–5
❑ 10  Esther 6–7
❑ 11 Esther 8–10
❑ 12 Job 1–2
❑ 13 Job 3–5
❑ 14 Job 6–8
❑ 15/16 Job 9–11
❑ 17 Job 12–14
❑ 18 Job 15–17
❑ 19 Job 18–19
❑ 20 Job 20–22
❑ 21 Job 23–25
❑ 22/23 Job 26–28
❑ 24 Job 29–31
❑ 25 Job 32–34
❑ 26 Job 35–37
❑ 27 Job 38–39
❑ 28 Job 40–41
❑ 29/30 Job 42:1–6
❑ 31 Job 42:7–17

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.



Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return  . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . .gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

November 2022

❑ 1 Psalms 1–6
❑ 2 Psalms 7–12 
❑ 3 Psalms 13–18 
❑ 4 Psalms 19–24 
❑ 5/6 Psalms 25–30
❑ 7 Psalms 31–36 
❑ 8 Psalms 37–41
❑ 9 Psalms 42–48
❑ 10 Psalms 49–53
❑ 11 Psalms 54–59
❑ 12/13 Psalms 60–65
❑ 14 Psalms 66–72 
❑ 15 Psalms 73–78
❑ 16 Psalms 79–84
❑ 17 Psalms 85–89 
❑ 18 Psalms 90–95
❑ 19/20 Psalms 96–101
❑ 21 Psalms 102–106
❑ 22 Psalms 107–112
❑ 23 Psalms 113–118
❑ 24 Psalm 119
❑ 25 Psalms 120–126
❑ 26/27 Psalms 127–132
❑ 28 Psalms 133–137
❑ 29 Psalms 138–145
❑ 30 Psalms 146–150

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.



Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.

Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return  . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . .gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

December 2022

❑ 1 Proverbs 1–2 
❑ 2 Proverbs 3–4
❑ 3/4 Proverbs 5–7
❑ 5 Proverbs 8–9
❑ 6 Proverbs 10–11
❑ 7 Proverbs 12–13
❑ 8 Proverbs 14–15
❑ 9 Proverbs 16–17
❑ 10/11 Proverbs 18–19
❑ 12 Proverbs 20–21
❑ 13 Proverbs 22–23
❑ 14 Proverbs 24–25
❑ 15 Proverbs 26–27
❑ 16 Proverbs 28–29
❑ 17/18 Proverbs 30–31
❑ 19 Ecclesiastes 1
❑ 20 Ecclesiastes 2–3
❑ 21 Ecclesiastes 4–6
❑ 22 Ecclesiastes 7
❑ 23 Ecclesiastes 8
❑ 24/25 Ecclesiastes 

9–10
❑ 26 Ecclesiastes 

11–12
❑ 27 Song of Solomon 

1
❑ 28 Song of Solomon 

2–3
❑ 29 Song of Solomon 

4
❑ 30 Song of Solomon 

5–6
❑ 31 Song of Solomon 

7–8
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The God of heaven will make us prosper, 

and we His servants will arise and build.

     Nehemiah 2:20

Drawing by Art Kirchhoff © Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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Nehemiah, a layperson, holds high office in the Persian 
government as the king’s cupbearer. His name means 
“Yahweh comforts,” and his life illustrates that truth.

Ezra likely wrote the Book of Nehemiah, though much of the 
text was drawn from Nehemiah’s personal diaries. The book 
continues Ezra’s story and describes the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s 
walls, for which Nehemiah was largely responsible. He also 
helped Ezra in spiritually renewing the nation. 

The book emphasizes the careful study of God’s Law to do 
His will, but first and foremost we see in Nehemiah the grace of 
God at work in bringing the Judeans back to the Promised Land 
and protecting them there so that He can fulfill His promise 
to send His Son from the line of David to be our Savior. Note 
in particular phrases like “the hand of my God that had been 
upon me for good” (Nehemiah 2:18). These show evidence of 
the Lord at work for His people, as does the book’s concluding 
humble prayer: “Remember me, O my God, for good” (13:31).

nehemiah
ca. 445–425 BC

9



10

Get the Big Picture
As cupbearer to the king of Persia, Nehemiah holds 

a responsible position in the government. Notice how 
he uses his influence in Persia for the good of his 
people. But notice even more how Nehemiah uses his 
influence in heaven’s court.

Sharpen the Focus
The Holy Spirit has seen fit to record a select group 

of prayers in the inspired text of Scripture. We can 
learn much of value for our own prayer lives by study-
ing the prayers of the saints who have gone before us. 
Take a close look now at Nehemiah’s prayer (1:5–11) as 
you fill in the blanks below. What do you learn?

1:5: Nehemiah begins ____________________________

________________________________________________.

1:6–7: Nehemiah confesses _______________________

________________________________________________.

1:8–9: Nehemiah recalls God’s ____________________

________________________________________________.

1:10: Nehemiah reminds the Lord that ____________

________________________________________________.

1:11: Nehemiah asks _____________________________

________________________________________________.

Zoom In
Pray about an issue in your own life or in the life 

of the Church before you close your Bible now. Pattern 
your prayer after that of Nehemiah. Then wait expec-
tantly as our Lord works both in the situation and in 
your heart to bring about His will.

October

1
Saturday

Read  
Nehemiah 1–2.

If time is short, 
focus on  

chapter 1.

Psalm 9

Proverbs  
24:13–14

Nehemiah 1
A Prayer

Nehemiah 2
A Plan
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Get the Big Picture
Standing shoulder to shoulder, the exiles began 

to repair the walls of Jerusalem. No sooner had they 
begun than opposition arose. As you read, notice the 
tactics of Israel’s opponents and watch as the opposi-
tion escalates.

Sharpen the Focus
We’ve all known people who volunteer their 

help but disappear when the heavy lifting starts. 
Nehemiah’s wall-building project attracted its share of 
volunteers like that too.

Reread 3:5. The nobles mentioned here may have 
been too proud to do manual labor. Perhaps they were 
also too lazy. And it’s possible they had a secret alli-
ance with Tobiah so that they could cash in on any 
outcome of the conflict between Nehemiah and Tobiah. 
Whatever their motives, they “would not stoop to serve 
their Lord” (3:5).

This report about the nobles sparks a question about 
our own service for Jesus. Are we putting our shoulders 
to the work, so to speak? Or is our effort less than com-
mendable? For instance, are we “too educated” to teach 
a children’s Sunday School class or “too gifted” to wash 
dishes after the funeral dinner of a congregation mem-
ber? Are we always too busy to serve on the evangelism 
board?

Laziness. Pride. Mixed loyalties. All are sins, and 
they all grow from one common root-sin: lovelessness. 
Ask the Holy Spirit to illumine any dark corners of 
your heart in which these sins lurk. Then, confident 
in Christ’s cross, put your shoulder to the work of your 
Lord.

Zoom In
Perhaps you find yourself so busy in the Lord’s work 

it has become a burden. If so, read Matthew 11:28–30 
and meditate on it. What changes in attitude, sched-
ule, or workload might God want you to make by His 
grace?

October

2 
Sunday

Read  
Nehemiah 3–4.

If time is short, 
focus on  
chapter 3.

Psalm 99

Proverbs  
24:15–16

Nehemiah 3
The Wall 
Built

Nehemiah 4
The Wall 
Defended
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Get the Big Picture
As chapter 5 begins, the people who work beside 

Nehemiah have begun to feel the stress of the difficult 
and dangerous job they are doing. Many are caught 
in a seemingly endless cycle of poverty and debt. Some 
have even sold their children into indentured servi-
tude to pay the taxes they owe! Chapter 6 details more 
about the external opposition raised by Sanballat, 
Tobiah, and Geshem. Read today with an eye toward 
the Lord’s blessing on the work despite the troubles 
within and without.

Sharpen the Focus
True or false? If someone is doing God’s will, the pro-

cess will always run smoothly and easily.
If any doubts about that answer still linger in your 

mind, today’s reading will dispel them. At his own 
expense and without taking any pay, Nehemiah set 
out to do the work of the Lord. From the outset, he 
ran into one problem after another. From the greed of 
Israel’s nobles to the poverty and discouragement of his 
workers to the lies and insinuations of his opponents, 
Nehemiah could easily have given up and gone back 
to his royal duties in the court of King Artaxerxes. But 
by grace, he kept on, solving one problem at a time. In 
the end, Nehemiah’s enemies were the ones overcome 
by discouragement (6:15–16).

What challenges, financial needs, or rumors about 
your lifestyle and motives threaten to steal your peace 
right now? Commit them to the Lord in the words of 
today’s psalm. Then, strengthened by Him, go back to 
the work your Savior-God has given you.

Zoom In
In 1  Corinthians 15:56–58, we New Testament 

believers find great comfort and encouragement in our 
work for Jesus. Share these verses with someone today.

October 

3 
Monday

Read  
Nehemiah 5–6.

If time is short, 
focus on  

chapter 6.

Psalm 103

Proverbs  
24:17–20

Nehemiah 5
Greed 

in Israel

Nehemiah 6
Conspiracy 

against 
Nehemiah


