
The Glorious Gospel  
of Jesus ChrisT

During these three months, we finish reading the 
Gospels of Jesus Christ, learn of the growth of the 
Christian Church, and begin reading the letters of St. 

Paul. Each book and letter was written with specific purpose:

Luke wrote his Gospel to give Christians a deeper under-
standing of the Gospel they had already learned.

John wrote his Gospel to assure his readers that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, that those who believe in Him may have 
life in His name.

Luke wrote Acts to show how Jesus worked through His 
apostles, specifically Peter and Paul, to spread the Gospel from 
Jerusalem and Judea through Samaria to the ends of the earth.

Paul wrote his letter to the Romans to defend the central 
teaching of Christianity—we are saved by God’s grace, through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone.

Paul wrote 1  Corinthians to a church badly divided, in 
order to explain that the source of true Christian unity, ser-
vice, and hope is Christ crucified. He wrote the second letter to 
the Corinthians to follow up on issues raised by his first letter 
and to encourage Christians in Corinth to think of his ministry 
as Christ’s work in their midst.

He wrote Galatians to show that faith in Jesus Christ accom-
plishes our justification and empowers our sanctification.

Finally, Paul wrote Ephesians to teach that Baptism unites 
all Christians.

May Christ Jesus, our Lord, richly bless your reading and 
meditation.

In Christ,

Peggy Kuethe

Today’s Light ® • CPH • 3558 S. Jefferson Avenue • St. Louis, MO 63118-3968
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1. Make an “appointment with Jesus.” Ink it into your daily calen-
dar. You will need about twenty minutes.

2. Forestall interruptions. Turn off your phone and TV. Close your 
door. Do whatever you need to do to be alone with your Lord.

3. Establish a routine that suits your schedule and daily rhythms. 
Choose a time and place you will be comfortable, relaxed, and 
focused on the Word of God.

4. Start with prayer. Ask God to meet with you, to teach you, and to 
give you an open heart to the work of the Holy Spirit. Ask Him to 
personalize His Word to your circumstances today. Then talk with 
Him while you read. 

5. Pray as you close. Ask God to bring His Word back to your mind as 
you need His help today. See the daily prayer list at the end of this 
issue.

Psalms match the content for the day; Proverbs passages lead us 
through the book each year.

P.S. If you miss a day, you can just keep going at your own pace. 
However, with a few exceptions, weekly readings combine Saturday 
and Sunday, giving you one “makeup day” each week to do the missed 
reading or just skip what you didn’t get to. Plan to read it next time 
around—two years from now. Don’t feel discouraged. Remember, your 
goal is to sit at the Lord’s feet to get to know Him better, to receive 
strength from Him, and to receive life and salvation through His Word. 
Reading through the Bible by a specific date is secondary.

how To use This Guide

10

Get the Big Picture
If we isolate Luke 1, reading these words only dur-

ing the Advent season, we miss much of the rich truth 
Luke includes here. It’s more than a “countdown to 
Christmas.” Read on to enlarge your picture of God, 
your Savior!

Sharpen the Focus
What brings you joy? The prospect of a long week-

end? Bratwurst and barbecue? A lazy afternoon at the 
ballpark with your daughter or grandson?

All of these come to us as gifts from God’s gracious 
hand. Such gifts mean even more when we remember 
that and when we, like Mary, also rejoice in God, our 
Savior. Mary’s song, the Magnificat, welled up in her 
heart, a heart steeped in the covenant promises of the 
Hebrew prophets.

Take a few moments now to meditate on Mary’s 
song (1:46–55). Mark your Bible. Look up some of the 
cross-references. Outline the text or create a word cloud 
in the space below, or design a mural in your mind to 
illustrate Mary’s words. Connect with the incidents in 
the Old Testament from which Mary drew. Remember 
Adam, Eve, Sarah, Abraham, David, and Isaiah. Then 
join the saints and angels in praise to God. 

Zoom In
Zechariah’s song, the Benedictus, also deserves 

detailed study and meditation. Both songs in Luke 1 
are named by their first word in the Latin translation of 
the Bible (the Vulgate).

July

1/2
Saturday/
Sunday

Read Luke 1.

If time is short, 
focus on verses 

39–56.

Psalm 138

Proverbs 18:8–10

Luke 1:1–4
Prologue

Luke 1:5–80
Prophecies

Get the BiG Picture

Gives you a helpful 
overview of the day’s 
text before you read 
the passage.

SharPen the FocuS

Helps you clearly 
understand the 
passage and see its 
meaning for your life.

Zoom in
Highlights interesting 
parts of the text you 
may not notice at 
first glance and gives 
practical suggestions 
for living according 
to God’s Word daily.



Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return  . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . .gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

July 2023

❑ 1/2 Luke 1
❑ 3 Luke 2–3
❑ 4 Luke 4–5
❑ 5 Luke 6
❑ 6 Luke 7–8
❑ 7 Luke 9–10
❑ 8/9 Luke 11–12
❑ 10 Luke 13–14
❑ 11 Luke 15–16
❑ 12 Luke 17–18
❑ 13 Luke 19–20
❑ 14 Luke 21–22
❑ 15/16 Luke 23–24
❑ 17 John 1:1–18
❑ 18 John 1:19–2:25
❑ 19 John 3–4
❑ 20 John 5
❑ 21 John 6–7
❑ 22/23 John 8
❑ 24 John 9–10
❑ 25 John 11–12
❑ 26 John 13
❑ 27 John 14
❑ 28 John 15–16
❑ 29 John 17–18
❑ 30 John 19
❑ 31 John 20–21

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.



Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return  . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . .gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

August 2023

❑ 1 Acts 1
❑ 2 Acts 2
❑ 3 Acts 3–4
❑ 4 Acts 5
❑ 5/6 Acts 6–7
❑ 7 Acts 8–9
❑ 8 Acts 10–11
❑ 9 Acts 12–14
❑ 10 Acts 15:1–35
❑ 11 Acts 15:36–18:22
❑ 12/13 Acts 18:23–21:16
❑ 14 Acts 21:17–23:35
❑ 15 Acts 24–26
❑ 16 Acts 27–28
❑ 17 Romans 1
❑ 18 Romans 2
❑ 19/20 Romans 3
❑ 21 Romans 4
❑ 22 Romans 5
❑ 23 Romans 6
❑ 24 Romans 7
❑ 25 Romans 8
❑ 26/27 Romans 9–11
❑ 28 Romans 12
❑ 29 Romans 13
❑ 30 Romans 14
❑ 31 Romans 15–16

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.



Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.

Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return  . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . .gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

September 2023

❑ 1 1 Corinthians 
1–2

❑ 2/3 1 Corinthians 
3–4

❑ 4 1 Corinthians 
5–6

❑ 5 1 Corinthians 7
❑ 6 1 Corinthians 

8–9
❑ 7 1 Corinthians 

10–11
❑ 8 1 Corinthians 

12–14
❑ 9/10 1 Corinthians 

15–16
❑ 11 2 Corinthians 

1–2
❑ 12 2 Corinthians 

3–4
❑ 13 2 Corinthians 

5–7
❑ 14 2 Corinthians 

8–9
❑ 15 2 Corinthians 10
❑ 16/17 2 Corinthians 

11–13
❑ 18 Galatians 1
❑ 19 Galatians 2
❑ 20 Galatians 3
❑ 21 Galatians 4
❑ 22 Galatians 5
❑ 23/24 Galatians 6
❑ 25 Ephesians 1
❑ 26 Ephesians 2
❑ 27 Ephesians 3
❑ 28 Ephesians 4
❑ 29 Ephesians 5
❑ 30 Ephesians 6
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luke
The Great Exchange is one of Luke’s central themes. Jesus 
exchanged His obedience for our disobedience, His perfection 
for our imperfection, His righteousness for our unrighteous-
ness, and His death for our eternal life. The exchange also 
describes the person and work of Christ: the Creator takes on 
creaturely flesh, the King of the universe becomes the servant 
of all, the Judge becomes the judged. 

Paul calls Luke “the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14). 
The men got to know each other as Luke accompanied Paul 
on part of his missionary journeys (see, for example, Acts 
16:10). As you read Luke’s Gospel, note the high visibility he 
places on our Lord’s healing ministry.

Luke also highlights Jesus’ parables, His compassion on 
Gentiles, and the role women played in our Savior’s earthly 
ministry. At 9:51, Luke begins an account of Jesus’ final jour-
ney to Jerusalem and to the cross that awaited Him there. 
Much of this information is unique to Luke. Note especially 
how Luke underscores the person and work of Jesus, the Son 
of God, come “to seek and to save the lost” (19:10).
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Bethany •

Bethlehem •

Emmaus •
Jericho •

• Joppa

• Sychar

• Nazareth
• Cana

• Tyre
•  Caesarea Philippi

•  Caesarea

Jerusalem •

Capernaum • Sea of Galilee

Dead Sea
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Get the Big Picture
If we isolate Luke 1, reading these words only dur-

ing the Advent season, we miss much of the rich truth 
Luke includes here. It’s more than a “countdown to 
Christmas.” Read on to enlarge your picture of God, 
your Savior!

Sharpen the Focus
What brings you joy? The prospect of a long week-

end? Bratwurst and barbecue? A lazy afternoon at the 
ballpark with your daughter or grandson?

All of these come to us as gifts from God’s gracious 
hand. Such gifts mean even more when we remember 
that and when we, like Mary, also rejoice in God, our 
Savior. Mary’s song, the Magnificat, welled up in her 
heart, a heart steeped in the covenant promises of the 
Hebrew prophets.

Take a few moments now to meditate on Mary’s 
song (1:46–55). Mark your Bible. Look up some of the 
cross-references. Outline the text or create a word cloud 
in the space below, or design a mural in your mind to 
illustrate Mary’s words. Connect with the incidents in 
the Old Testament from which Mary drew. Remember 
Adam, Eve, Sarah, Abraham, David, and Isaiah. Then 
join the saints and angels in praise to God. 

Zoom In
Zechariah’s song, the Benedictus, also deserves 

detailed study and meditation. Both songs in Luke 1 
are named by their first word in the Latin translation of 
the Bible (the Vulgate).

July

1/2
Saturday/
Sunday

Read Luke 1.

If time is short, 
focus on verses 

39–56.

Psalm 138

Proverbs 18:8–10

Luke 1:1–4
Prologue

Luke 1:5–80
Prophecies
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Get the Big Picture
From the songs of Mary and Zechariah to the proc-

lamation of the angels and Simeon, the glory of the 
Lord has come in an unexpected way! To a humble 
maiden, in a humble town, as a humble baby, God is 
Immanuel, now with us. The Light long promised to a 
people wrapped in the darkness of sin has shone forth. 
The Light of the world, the incarnate God, arrives to 
fulfill the plan of salvation.

Sharpen the Focus
Explanations evaporate in the light of the love 

that shines from Jesus’ manger bed. There comes a 
time when questions must cease and hearts filled with 
faith simply kneel in worship. Use the hymn below or 
Simeon’s song from 2:29–32 (or both!) to praise God 
today.

Zoom In
Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.

Bruise for me the Serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace. (LSB 352)

 Heinrich Held, tr. Catherine Winkworth

July

3
Monday

Read Luke 2–3.

If time is short, 
focus on 2:1–14.

Psalm 35

Proverbs 18:11–12

Luke 2
Angels, 
Shepherds, 
Simeon, and 
Anna

Luke 3
A Mighty 
Prophet; 
the Mightier 
Messiah
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Get the Big Picture
At night, the fish in the Sea of Galilee swim into the 

shallow water to feed. There, fishermen can more eas-
ily net a catch. During the day, the fish move out into 
the deeper, cooler water of the lake. This makes fishing 
during the daytime, particularly with nets, impractical. 
Read 5:1–11 with this background in mind.

Sharpen the Focus
Day by day, words come at us and fly past us at a 

faster and faster rate. Ads. Email. Breaking news 24/7. 
Cell phones. Meetings. The Internet. Social media. 
Information grabs us by our collars and demands that 
we pay attention.

For a moment, turn away from the demand to check 
status, texts, and news. Instead, picture the waves of 
the Sea of Galilee lapping at the shore. See a young, 
bearded Jew step into a boat there and begin to speak. 
Hear the Word of God that “your sins are forgiven you” 
(5:20).

• Jesus’ words have nothing in common with the 
barrage of words that batter your ears every 
waking moment. His words are no mere human 
words, brimming with information. Jesus speaks 
the Word of power and salvation, the Word of for-
giveness, the Word that changes lives forever. 

• Jesus’ words speak in response to the words that 
flood your ears today. Tempted to sin? Hopeless 
with guilt? Unsure of what is true anymore? Jesus’ 
words confront us with both the truth of sin and 
the deep comfort that His forgiveness brings. We 
hear of the work He has now begun—healing, res-
toration, forgiveness in His name and for His sake.

Zoom In
Jesus’ Word—God’s Word—is absolutely true, com-

pletely reliable. “Your sins are forgiven,” He says. What 
challenges to your viewpoints and lifestyle would this 
news bring? What comfort, assurance, and power does  
His strong Word of grace give to you? Might this be a 
status worth sharing?

July

4 
Tuesday

Read Luke 4–5.

If time is short, 
focus on 5:1–11.

Psalm 119:1–8

Proverbs  
18:13–15

Luke 4–5
Living under 
Forgiveness


