
The Lord Is sTeadfasT

This April and May, we conclude our review of the Old 
Testament by studying Daniel, the last of the Major 
Prophets, and the books of the twelve Minor Prophets. 

Daniel shows God intervening in affairs in Babylon and 
Persia to protect His people.

Obadiah prophesies Jesus’ victory over sin, death, and the 
devil.

Jonah and his three days and three nights in the belly of the 
fish (reflecting Christ’s burial and resurrection, Matthew 12) is 
compared to Jesus’ ministry.

Micah predicts Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem seven hundred 
years beforehand.

Nahum gives us a glimpse of Jesus as he speaks of God’s jus-
tice and mercy toward sinners.

Habakkuk learns that the righteous live by faith, even in the 
midst of oppression and suffering.

Zephaniah tells of Jesus’ first coming at Bethlehem and His 
second coming on Judgment Day.

Haggai reminds God’s people to seek God’s kingdom first—
a teaching Jesus will reinforce in His Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 6:33).

Zechariah predicts many events of Holy Week, including 
Jesus’ triumphal entry and His betrayal.

Malachi describes the work of John the Baptist, and the sud-
den coming of Jesus Christ, the “Messenger of the Covenant” 
(Malachi 3:1).

Then in June, we study the fulfillment of all Old Testament 
Messianic prophecies in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ in 
the Gospels of Matthew and Mark.

God bless you as you read and study His Word.

In Christ,

 

Peggy Kuethe

Today’s Light ® • CPH • 3558 S. Jefferson Avenue • St. Louis, MO 63118-3968
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1. Make an “appointment with Jesus.” Ink it into your daily calen-
dar. You will need about twenty minutes.

2. Forestall interruptions. Turn off your phone. Close your office door. 
Do whatever you need to do to be alone with your Lord.

3. Establish a routine that suits your schedule and daily rhythms. 
Choose a time and place you will be comfortable, relaxed, and 
focused on the Word of God.

4. Start with prayer. Ask God to meet with you, to teach you, and to 
give you an open heart to the work of the Holy Spirit. Ask Him to 
personalize His Word to your circumstances today. Then talk with 
Him while you read. 

5. Pray as you close. Ask God to bring His Word back to your mind as 
you need His help today. See the daily prayer list at the end of this 
issue.

Psalms match the content for the day; Proverbs passages lead us 
through the book each year.

P.S. If you miss a day, you can just keep going at your own pace. 
However, with a few exceptions, weekly readings combine Saturday and 
Sunday, giving you one “makeup day” each week to do the extra read-
ing or just skip what you’ve missed. Plan to read it next time around—
two years from now. Don’t feel discouraged. Remember, your goal is 
to sit at the Lord’s feet to get to know Him better, to receive strength 
from Him, and to receive life and salvation through His Word. Reading 
through the Bible by a specific date is secondary.
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Get the Big Picture
Terrorist attacks. Troubling economic forecasts. 

Outbreaks of mysterious and possibly untreatable new 
diseases. At times it can seem as though our world is 
careening downhill like a runaway freight train. It 
must have seemed that way to the young Daniel too. 
But as you read, look for evidence of the Lord’s hand on 
Daniel’s life.

Sharpen the Focus
Ancient peoples attributed human characteristics to 

their gods. Thus warfare was often viewed as a battle 
between the deities of each opposing army. When 
Babylon defeated Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar and his 
gods Bel or Marduk had triumphed over Yahweh.

But nothing could have been further from the truth. 
The Lord hadn’t fallen on hard times, nor had He 
released the reins of history. He was in full control and 
involved with His people, using Babylon as His tool to 
prod a rebellious Judah toward repentance. He was also 
shaping young Daniel for a lifetime of extraordinary 
service. Today, Daniel’s written words comfort us with 
the truths of our Savior and of His final and total vic-
tory over sin and death.

Do world events or personal concerns threaten to 
turn your life into a train wreck? If so, then take a 
moment to stop the train and be comforted by Daniel’s 
God, your Savior. The Lord is at work in your life as 
surely as He was in Daniel’s life, offering you opportu-
nities to serve. We serve with confidence because God’s 
grace toward us in Jesus is the ultimate security.

Zoom In
“O Lord, how many are my foes” (Psalm 3:1). With 

this psalm, we begin another cycle of psalm reading. 
The Psalms are a wonderful prayer book used by God’s 
people, from when they were written and still today. 

April

1/2
Saturday/
Sunday

Read  
Daniel 1.

If time is short, 
focus on verses 

1–17.

Psalm 3  

Proverbs 12:10–11

Daniel 1
The Lord’s  

Favor—and  
the King’s!

Get the BiG Picture

Gives you a helpful 
overview of the day’s 
text before you read 
the passage.

SharPen the FocuS

Helps you clearly 
understand the 
passage and see its 
meaning for your life.

Zoom in
Highlights interesting 
parts of the text you 
may not notice at 
first glance and gives 
practical suggestions 
for living according 
to God’s Word daily.
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April 2023

❑ 1/2 Daniel 1  
❑ 3 Daniel 2
❑ 4 Daniel 3
❑ 5 Daniel 4
❑ 6 Daniel 5
❑ 7 Daniel 6
❑ 8/9 Daniel 7–8
❑ 10 Daniel 9
❑ 11 Daniel 10–12
❑ 12 Hosea 1
❑ 13 Hosea 2–3
❑ 14 Hosea 4–5
❑ 15/16 Hosea 6
❑ 17 Hosea 7–9
❑ 18  Hosea 10–11
❑ 19 Hosea 12–14
❑ 20 Joel 1
❑ 21 Joel 2–3
❑ 22/23 Amos 1–2
❑ 24 Amos 3
❑ 25  Amos 4
❑ 26 Amos 5
❑ 27 Amos 6
❑ 28 Amos 7
❑ 29 Amos 8
❑ 30 Amos 9  

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
more easily when 
you want to refer 
to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.
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May 2023

❑ 1 Obadiah 
❑ 2 Jonah 1
❑ 3 Jonah 2
❑ 4 Jonah 3
❑ 5 Jonah 4
❑ 6/7 Micah 1–2
❑ 8 Micah 3–4
❑ 9 Micah 5
❑ 10 Micah 6–7
❑ 11 Nahum 1–3
❑ 12  Habakkuk 1–2
❑ 13/14 Habakkuk 3
❑ 15 Zephaniah 1–2 
❑ 16 Zephaniah 3 
❑ 17 Haggai 1–2
❑ 18 Zechariah 1–2
❑ 19  Zechariah 3–5
❑ 20/21 Zechariah 6–7
❑ 22 Zechariah 8
❑ 23 Zechariah 9
❑ 24 Zechariah 10–11
❑ 25 Zechariah 12
❑ 26  Zechariah 13
❑ 27/28 Zechariah 14
❑ 29 Malachi 1–2
❑ 30 Malachi 3
❑ 31 Malachi 4

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this 
bookmark; fold it 
on the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible 
to find passages 
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to them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes  
in the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if 
you don’t want 
to. Choose one 
or two topics to 
mark with one or 
two colors. Next 
time through, 
choose other  
topics/colors.
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June 2023

❑ 1 Matthew 1
❑ 2 Matthew 2
❑ 3/4 Matthew 3–4
❑ 5 Matthew 5
❑ 6 Matthew 6
❑ 7 Matthew 7
❑ 8 Matthew 8
❑ 9 Matthew 9–10
❑ 10/11 Matthew 11–12
❑ 12 Matthew 13
❑ 13  Matthew 14–15
❑ 14 Matthew 16–17
❑ 15 Matthew 18
❑ 16 Matthew 19–20
❑ 17/18 Matthew 21–23
❑ 19 Matthew 24–25
❑ 20  Matthew 26–27
❑ 21 Matthew 28
❑ 22 Mark 1–2
❑ 23 Mark 3–4
❑ 24/25 Mark 5–6
❑ 26 Mark 7–8
❑ 27  Mark 9
❑ 28 Mark 10
❑ 29 Mark 11–13
❑ 30 Mark 14–16
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 The Book of Daniel follows the pattern established in 
Ezekiel. Both prophets include historical accounts and 
apocalyptic prophecy about the near and distant future. 
You can review the characteristics of apocalyptic writing 
before you begin reading Daniel 7–12. These chapters will 
seem confusing unless you keep in mind the pattern and 
purposes of apocalyptic style. (See last quarter’s issue of 
Today’s Light, pp. 99–100.)

  The Book of Daniel takes us from the beginning of 
Judah’s captivity in Babylon to the end of that exile. 
Daniel, probably in his teens as his book opens, is in his 
80s as the book concludes. His life stands as a testimony 
to our Lord’s faithfulness.

 The hero of this book is the Lord—not Daniel or the three 
men in the fiery furnace; not even Cyrus, whose decree 
ended Judah’s exile. Despite the unfaithfulness of His 
people, God proved Himself steadfast to His people and 
His promises. The Lord is steadfast in all things.

IsaIah

JereMIah

LaMeNTaTIoNs

ezekIeL

daNIeL
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Get the Big Picture
Terrorist attacks. Troubling economic forecasts. 

Outbreaks of mysterious and possibly untreatable new 
diseases. At times it can seem as though our world is 
careening downhill like a runaway freight train. It 
must have seemed that way to the young Daniel too. 
But as you read, look for evidence of the Lord’s hand on 
Daniel’s life.

Sharpen the Focus
Ancient peoples attributed human characteristics 

to their gods. Thus, warfare was often viewed as a 
battle between the deities of each opposing army. 
When Babylon defeated Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar 
thought he and his gods, Bel or Marduk, had tri-
umphed over Yahweh.

But nothing could have been further from the truth. 
The Lord hadn’t fallen on hard times, nor had He 
released the reins of history. He was in full control and 
involved with His people, using Babylon as His tool to 
prod a rebellious Judah toward repentance. He was also 
shaping young Daniel for a lifetime of extraordinary 
service. Today, Daniel’s written words comfort us with 
the truths of our Savior and of His final and total vic-
tory over sin and death.

Do world events or personal concerns threaten to 
turn your life into a train wreck? If so, then take a 
moment to stop the train and be comforted by Daniel’s 
God, your Savior. The Lord is at work in your life as 
surely as He was in Daniel’s life, offering you opportu-
nities to serve. We serve with confidence because God’s 
grace toward us in Jesus is the ultimate security.

Zoom In
“O Lord, how many are my foes” (Psalm 3:1). With 

this psalm, we begin another cycle of psalm reading. 
The psalms are a wonderful prayer book used by God’s 
people from the time they were written and still today. 

April

1/2
Saturday/
Sunday

Read  
Daniel 1.

If time is short, 
focus on verses 

1–17.

Psalm 3  

Proverbs  
12:10–11

Daniel 1
The Lord’s  

Favor—and  
the King’s!
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Get the Big Picture
When you or I have a nightmare, we may wake 

up in a cold sweat. When King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon had a nightmare, it was his advisors who 
woke up in a cold sweat. Read to find out why.

Sharpen the Focus
The sign in the veterinarian’s office read: Back in 5 

minutes. Sit! Stay! We chuckle. After all, it’s only the vet. 
If such a sign hung on the locked doors of an emer-
gency room while someone we loved was having a 
heart attack, our reaction might well be rage that turns 
quickly to terror.

Nebuchadnezzar’s rage—rooted in fear—exploded 
on his advisors. You see, he shared the worldview of 
those advisors—only the gods could interpret the king’s 
dream and the gods of Babylon had no flesh. Babylon’s 
gods didn’t live with Babylon’s people, not even with 
Babylon’s highest officials. These gods couldn’t have 
cared less about Nebuchadnezzar’s needs or about 
his future. Distant. Powerless. Hateful. The “gods” of 
Babylon were, in reality, demons. (See 1  Corinthians 
10:20.)

Daniel and his friends worshiped a different 
God—a God who cared deeply about their needs, who 
remained with them even in captivity. This God would 
one day live in the flesh among His people, living in 
perfect obedience and suffering and dying for their sin.

We worship Daniel’s God, the incarnate God of 
mercy, who enfleshed Himself in Jesus for our sake.

Zoom In
What did Nebuchadnezzar’s dream mean? In a 

nutshell, it described world history from Babylon to 
Persia to Greece to Rome. But ultimately all these 
powers would be shattered by the “stone” (2:34–35)—
the “kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” See 
Revelation 2:26–28 and 11:15–18.

April

3
Monday

Read Daniel 2.

If time is short, 
focus on verses 
1–23.

Psalm 75

Proverbs  
12:12–14

Daniel 2
Nebuchad-
nezzar’s  
Dream and 
Daniel’s 
Interpretation
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Get the Big Picture
Was Nebuchadnezzar so arrogant and self-centered 

as to ignore the meaning of his nightmare and Daniel’s 
clear message about the Lord’s authority over all 
nations? It would seem so. Fascinated by the image in 
his dream, Nebuchadnezzar constructed just such an 
image in reality, overlaid it with gold, and demanded 
that his subjects worship it. But that wasn’t the end of 
the story.

Sharpen the Focus
Wildfires rage in places like Yellowstone National 

Park, California, and even in the mountains of 
Kentucky. Thousands upon thousands of acres burn. 
Devastation and loss. Record-breaking wildfires affect 
the entire nation as we fear and wonder: “What next?”

When danger creeps toward our feet, when disasters 
make our eyes well up with tears, when fear ties our 
stomach in knots, we all tremble and worry for our 
families and friends. Do we face such trials and chal-
lenges with full confidence and trust in our God? 

Honestly, probably not. But, if you look back, can 
you see times when God safely delivered you or a loved 
one from peril? Once delivered, God’s people discover 
that our fears and trials are often ways in which our 
heavenly Father moves us closer to Himself, teaching us 
to trust in Him with greater confidence.

Zoom In
Suffering is not a means of grace. Still, our Savior 

wants to use times of pain to draw us to Himself and 
to His cross through His Word. He wants to assure us of 
His ever-present help and of the sure and certain deliv-
erance that belongs to all who live—and die—in Jesus.

April

4
Tuesday

Read Daniel 3.

If time is short, 
focus on verses 

8–30.

Psalm 12

Proverbs  
12:15–17

Daniel 3
The Fiery 
Furnace


