
The BiBle: God’s love sTory

Thank you for joining us on our two-year search 
through the Word of God. With Today’s Light, you 
gradually but steadily move through the story of God’s 

undying love for His people.

God’s Holy Spirit reveals that love through forty different 
human authors, each writing to his own generation and the cir-
cumstances of his time. But since each was inspired and led by 
the Holy Spirit, every word is appropriate for your life no matter 
where you are or what is happening.

In January, we will read through the book of beginnings, 
Moses’ first book, called Genesis. Here, we learn the beginnings 
of our human family. We see our first parents rebel against God’s 
gracious rule. We see great heartache and suffering, and God’s 
promise to send His Son to win salvation for all.

In February, we will turn to the Book of Exodus, which shows 
how God took His people out of slavery and formed them into a 
nation in the wilderness.

In March, we will read through Moses’ third and fourth 
books: Leviticus and Numbers. Leviticus lays out the religious 
and ceremonial laws for the priests from the tribe of Levi. In 
these priests and their offerings, we see something of Jesus’ work 
as our High Priest, and His great sacrifice on the cross as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

In Numbers, Moses counts God’s people and we see God’s 
incredible patience with His complaining, impatient children. 

As you meditate on these readings from Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, and Numbers, you will also find a portion of the 
Psalms and a daily selection from Proverbs for your reflection. 
At the end of the devotions for each book, you will find a brief 
quiz to help you review what you have read. We also encourage 
you to look at “An Hour of Prayer,” printed at the end of this 
booklet. This section has been included to assist you in your 
daily prayer life.

May the Holy Spirit lead you to see the eternal love of Your 
heavenly Father, and give you confidence that He will guide 
every step of your life for the sake of Jesus Christ, His Son, our 
loving Savior. 

In Christ,

Today’s Light ® • CPH • 3558 S. Jefferson Avenue • St. Louis, MO 63118-3968
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1. Make an “appointment with Jesus.” Ink it into your daily calendar. 
You will need about twenty minutes.

2. Forestall interruptions. Turn off the phone. Close your office door. 
Do whatever you need to do to be alone with your Lord.

3. Make the time pleasant for yourself. I read first thing in the morn-
ing over coffee. Choose a time and place you will be comfortable, 
relaxed, and focused on the Word of God.

4. Start with prayer. Ask God to meet with you, to teach you, and to 
give you an open heart to the work of the Holy Spirit. Ask Him to 
personalize His Word to your circumstances today. Then talk with 
Him while you read. 

5. Pray as you close. Ask God to bring His Word back to your mind as 
you need His help today. See the daily prayer list found at the end 
of this issue.

Psalms match the content for the day; Proverbs passages lead us 
through the book each year.

P.S. If you miss a day, you can just keep going at your own pace. 
However, each week’s readings usually combine Saturday and Sunday, 
giving you one free “makeup day” each week to do the extra reading. 
Or simply skip what you’ve missed. Plan to read it next time around—
two years from now. Don’t feel discouraged. Remember, your goal is 
to sit at the Lord’s feet to get to know Him better, to receive strength 
from Him, and to receive life and salvation through His Word. Reading 
through the Bible by a specific date is secondary.

how To Use This GUide

Get the BiG Picture

Gives you a helpful 
overview of the day’s 
text before you read 
the passage.

SharPen the FocuS

Helps you clearly 
understand the 
passage and see its 
meaning for your life.

Zoom in
Highlights interesting 
parts of the text you 
may not notice at 
first glance and gives 
practical suggestions 
for living according 
to God’s Word daily. 10

Get the Big Picture
In the Bible, God reveals Himself to us. From chap-

ter 1, verse 1 of Genesis, we watch in awe as He pulls 
back the curtain of time to show us how creation came 
to be. But as He does, we also see our Creator Himself 
in His glory. What does today’s reading tell you about 
what God is like?

Sharpen the Focus
Light. Time. Clouds. Oceans. Canyons. Stars. 

Daisies. Wheat. Blue whales. Swans. Otters. God spoke, 
and our universe sprang into being. God spoke, and our 
earth teemed with creatures.

Rest. Work. Worship. Families. Our perfect Father 
prepared a perfect home for His human children and 
gave us not only life, but also a reason to live. 

Purpose. Satisfaction. Love. He intended all these for 
us from the beginning. God spoke to Adam, and with 
His words He entrusted to us the care of His creation 
(1:28; 2:15).

So how are we doing? If we’re honest, we must 
admit that our own selfishness, greed, and lovelessness 
have contributed to the pollution, violence, meaning-
lessness, and family problems that plague our existence. 
Where God intended light and love, we have sown 
darkness and hatred. And we’ve reaped a bumper crop 
of evil.

But, praise God, He has had the last Word. In Jesus, 
the “Word became flesh and dwelt among us”; Jesus 
came to earth “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). In 
the cross of Jesus, our Creator-God revealed His grace—
His undeserved love—for us! In Jesus, God is even now 
at work, forgiving us and re-creating His image in us.

Zoom In
Compare the first creation (Genesis 1–2) with the 

new creation of Revelation 22:1–5. Where do you see 
God’s consistent love for His human family through 
time and into eternity?

January

1
Saturday

Read Genesis 1–2.

If time is short, 
focus on 2:4–25.

Psalm 8

Proverbs 1:1–6

Genesis 1
God’s Power 
and Wisdom

Genesis 2
God’s Grace 

and Love



Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . .orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return . . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . . gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

January 2022

❑ 1 Genesis 1–2   
❑	 2 Genesis 3–4
❑	 3 Genesis 5 
❑	 4 Genesis 6–9
❑	 5 Genesis 10–11
❑	 6 Genesis 12–13
❑	 7 Genesis 14–15
❑	 8/9 Genesis 16–17
❑	 10 Genesis 18
❑	 11 Genesis 19–20
❑	 12 Genesis 21 
❑	 13 Genesis 22
❑	 14 Genesis 23–24
❑	15/16 Genesis 25–26
❑	 17 Genesis 27–28
❑	 18  Genesis 29–30
❑	 19 Genesis 31–32
❑	 20 Genesis 33–34
❑	 21 Genesis 35–36
❑	22/23 Genesis 37–38
❑	 24 Genesis 39
❑	 25  Genesis 40–41
❑	 26 Genesis 42–43
❑	 27 Genesis 44–45
❑	 28 Genesis 46–47
❑	29/30 Genesis 48
❑	 31 Genesis 49–50

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this book-
mark; fold it on 
the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible to 
find passages more 
easily when you 
want to refer to 
them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes in 
the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if you 
don’t want to. 
Choose one or two 
topics to mark 
with one or two 
colors. Next time 
through, choose 
other topics/colors.



Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . .orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return . . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . . gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

February 2022

❑	 1 Exodus 1–2
❑	 2 Exodus 3–4
❑	 3 Exodus 5–6
❑	 4 Exodus 7–8
❑	 5/6 Exodus 9–10
❑	 7 Exodus 11
❑	 8 Exodus 12–13 
❑	 9  Exodus 14
❑	 10  Exodus 15
❑	 11 Exodus 16–17
❑	12/13 Exodus 18
❑	 14 Exodus 19–20
❑	 15 Exodus 21–22
❑	 16  Exodus 23
❑	 17  Exodus 24
❑	 18 Exodus 25–26
❑	19/20 Exodus 27–28
❑	 21 Exodus 29
❑	 22 Exodus 30–31
❑	 23 Exodus 32–33
❑	 24  Exodus 34
❑	 25 Exodus 35–36
❑	26/27 Exodus 37–38
❑	 28 Exodus 39–40

Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this book-
mark; fold it on 
the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible to 
find passages more 
easily when you 
want to refer to 
them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes in 
the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if you 
don’t want to. 
Choose one or two 
topics to mark 
with one or two 
colors. Next time 
through, choose 
other topics/colors.



Suggestions

	♦ Cut out this book-
mark; fold it on 
the center line.

	♦ Keep it in your 
Bible.

	♦ Check off each 
day’s reading as 
you complete it.

	♦ Mark your Bible to 
find passages more 
easily when you 
want to refer to 
them again.

	♦ Personalize the 
text further by 
underlining,  
circling, and  
making notes in 
the margin.

	♦ Don’t feel you 
must use all the 
colors here if you 
don’t want to. 
Choose one or two 
topics to mark 
with one or two 
colors. Next time 
through, choose 
other topics/colors.

Marking Guide

Praise . . . . . . . . yellow

Forgiveness . . . . . .red

God’s promises  . .blue

Ways to love 
God & others . .orange

Giving . . . . . . . . .pink

Jesus’ return . . . purple

The Church . . . .green

Sin & Satan . . . . . gray

Old Testament  
promises of the  
Savior to come

What God says  
about my heart

March 2022

❑	 1 Leviticus 1–4
❑	 2 Leviticus 5–7
❑	 3 Leviticus 8–10
❑	 4 Leviticus 11–13
❑	 5/6 Leviticus 14–15
❑	 7 Leviticus 16
❑	 8 Leviticus 17–19
❑	 9 Leviticus 20–22
❑	 10  Leviticus 23–24
❑	 11  Leviticus 25–27
❑	12/13 Numbers 1–4
❑	 14 Numbers 5–6
❑	 15 Numbers 7–8
❑	 16 Numbers 9–10
❑	 17  Numbers 11–12
❑	 18  Numbers 13–14
❑ 19/20 Numbers 15
❑	 21 Numbers 16–18
❑	 22 Numbers 19–20
❑	 23 Numbers 21
❑	 24 Numbers 22–24
❑	 25  Numbers 25–27
❑	26/27 Numbers 28–29
❑	 28 Numbers 30–31
❑	 29 Numbers 32–33
❑	 30 Numbers 34
❑	 31 Numbers 35–36
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Is your Bible study interactive? Perhaps some Today’s Light 
readers have computer Bibles with hypertext features. But 
even if you do, that’s not what I mean by asking this ques-

tion. Instead, I’m talking about what happens between you and 
your Lord as you read His Word.

You see, the Holy Spirit intends that our Scripture reading 
becomes more and more a dialogue. As we read, we need to ask 
questions—questions such as these:

• Where am I in this text, Lord?
• What sins would You like to confront, forgive, and  

empower me to overcome?
• What comfort would You like to give me?  

What encouragement?

As we read, we also need to tell God about the things that are 
on our hearts, things such as these:

• There is no God like You, Lord!
• I’m not sure I understand this, dear Jesus.
• I see Your promise here, Jesus, but it doesn’t seem to work 

out in my life. Help me understand it better.

God does speak to us. The Holy Scriptures are His Word 
to the whole human race. But they are also His personal  
letter of love to you, His child, an individual Christian  
believer. Journaling is a good way to realize and to capitalize on  
this truth.

You may want to buy a spiritual journal (search for journal-
ing Bibles at www.cph.org). Or you may simply get a spiral-
bound notebook. Date your entries. If you’ve never journaled 
in this way before, you could start by asking the same two ques-
tions each day:

• What is the Holy Spirit saying to me personally in today’s 
reading?

• What questions, comments, praises, and life responses 
would I like to make in return?

Your writing need not be long. Or eloquent. Or creative. Or 
even especially pious. But do make it honest. You need not jour-
nal every day. Shoot for once a week at first, if you like. But try 
it out. See if it doesn’t deepen your study and, best of all, your 
relationship with the living Lord, who wants to speak to you—
yes, you—through the Holy Scriptures. 
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Genesis

heBrew TiTle: BereshiTh 
“in The BeGinninG”  

(Genesis 1:1)
• The Early Christian Church affirmed the fact 

that Moses wrote Genesis (as well as the other 
four books of the Penta teuch—Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy).

• Genesis 1–11 focuses on the history of our world 
before the patriarchs. Here we read of the cre-
ation, the fall into sin, the great flood, and the 
tower of Babel. These chapters provide a quick 
overview of how our world came to be and 
why—despite the fact that God pronounced His 
creation “very good” (1:31)—we find ourselves 
and our world in such a mess.

• Genesis 12–50 records God’s grace in working 
with sinful human beings to rescue us from our 
rebellion and the death it brings.

• Throughout the Bible’s first book, we see not 
only the tragedy of human sinfulness but also 
the wondrous story of God’s grace to a fallen 
world. Genesis contains the first promise of the 
Savior (3:15).

• You will encounter people and places in Genesis 
that will recur throughout Scripture. What do 
you know about these names and places?

Adam        Babel       Lot
Isaac       Sarah       Ur       Hagar       Midian

Abel       Shem       Sodom       Esau
Noah       Egypt       Moriah       Judah

What other names would you add  
to this list?
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Get the Big Picture
In the Bible, God reveals Himself to us. From chap-

ter 1, verse 1 of Genesis, we watch in awe as He pulls 
back the curtain of time to show us how creation came 
to be. But as He does, we also see our Creator Himself 
in His glory. What does today’s reading tell you about 
what God is like?

Sharpen the Focus
Light. Time. Clouds. Oceans. Canyons. Stars. 

Daisies. Wheat. Blue whales. Swans. Otters. God spoke, 
and our universe sprang into being. God spoke, and our 
earth teemed with creatures.

Rest. Work. Worship. Families. Our perfect Father 
prepared a perfect home for His human children and 
gave us not only life, but also a reason to live. 

Purpose. Satisfaction. Love. He intended all these for 
us from the beginning. God spoke to Adam, and with 
His words He entrusted to us the care of His creation 
(1:28; 2:15).

So how are we doing? If we’re honest, we must 
admit that our own selfishness, greed, and lovelessness 
have contributed to the pollution, violence, meaning-
lessness, and family problems that plague our existence. 
Where God intended light and love, we have sown 
darkness and hatred. And we’ve reaped a bumper crop 
of evil.

But, praise God, He has had the last Word. In Jesus, 
the “Word became flesh and dwelt among us”; Jesus 
came to earth “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). In 
the cross of Jesus, our Creator-God revealed His grace—
His undeserved love—for us! In Jesus, God is even now 
at work, forgiving us and re-creating His image in us.

Zoom In
Compare the first creation (Genesis 1–2) with the 

new creation of Revelation 22:1–5. Where do you see 
God’s consistent love for His human family through 
time and into eternity?

January

1
Saturday

Read Genesis 1–2.

If time is short, 
focus on 2:4–25.

Psalm 8

Proverbs 1:1–6

Genesis 1
God’s Power 
and Wisdom

Genesis 2
God’s Grace 

and Love
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Get the Big Picture
Sin breaks God’s laws, to be sure. But first and fore-

most, sin breaks relationships. As you read today, look 
for the wrecked relationships that lie in sin’s wake.

Sharpen the Focus
Augustine first described sin as a “curving in on our-

selves.” It’s an apt description, isn’t it? Eve shifted her 
focus from God’s goodness to her own human potential 
(3:5–6). That shift caught her in a loop of doubt, of dis-
obedience, of shame, of fear. Adam joined her, and you 
know the rest of that story.

Cain shifted his focus from the worship of the Lord 
and a desire to honor Him. Instead of finding out why 
Abel’s sacrifice was “more acceptable” (Hebrews 11:4) 
and asking God for grace to enable him to offer similar, 
more acceptable sacrifices, Cain pulled envy, bitterness, 
and hatred in upon himself. And more misery entered 
God’s good creation with the world’s first homicide.

Think about your own recent failures to honor God 
and to love your neighbors. At heart, aren’t they cen-
tered in that inward-curving focus that mistrusts our 
Lord and scrambles to protect and promote self? Ask 
the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth to your heart as you 
think about that. Ask also for His gift of repentance and 
faith in the One whose love flowed outward from His 
cross to forgive and welcome you back to His family 
forever.

Zoom In
Genesis 3:15 has been called the “proto evangelium,” 

the “first Good News.” Work through it, phrase by 
phrase. Remember that the Lord addressed these words 
to Satan. They tell about the coming Savior, the Seed 
of the woman (see NKJV). When did He crush Satan’s 
head? How did Satan strike His heel?

January

2
Sunday

Read Genesis 3–4.

If time is short, 
focus on  
chapter 3.

Psalm 14

Proverbs 1:7–9

Genesis 3
The First Sin

Genesis 4
The Spread  
of Sin
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Get the Big Picture
Sin pays its wages—death (Romans 6:23). In fact, sin 

insists that human beings collect and cash their pay-
check. As you read the genealogy today, you can almost 
hear the church bell toll with every repetition of the 
phrase “and he died.” And yet, there’s hope. Look for it.

Sharpen the Focus
At the graveside during one historic Christian com-

mittal liturgy, the pastor reminds mourners, “In the 
midst of life, we are in death.” It’s true. Like it or not, 
aware of it or not, we travel a road that winds its way 
toward the cemetery. Sooner or later, our bodies will 
die. No matter how healthful our diets, no matter how 
vigorous our exercise programs, no matter how good 
our genetics, death is a fact of life for each of us.

But for God’s children, the road doesn’t end at the 
cemetery. True, in the midst of life, we are in death. But 
in the midst of death, we are also in life! We see death, 
decay, and deterioration all around us because of sin. 
And yet, in the cross of Jesus Christ, we have received 
the gift of eternal life. It’s ours already, even now, even 
in the midst of death.

Like Enoch of old, we, too, walk with God by 
His grace. Our Lord introduced the hope of victory 
over death by taking Enoch to Himself in a way that 
bypassed death. We know an even greater assurance. 
We’ve seen our Savior walk into death and emerge from 
the tomb victorious! Now those who die in Christ live 
forever. Live today in that peace and power.

Zoom In
Enoch lived by faith (Hebrews 11:5). He was perhaps 

the first evangelist. In Jude 14–15, we read an excerpt 
from one of earth’s earliest sermons.

January 

3
Monday

Read Genesis 5.

If time is short, 
focus on  

verses 1–24.

Psalm 40:1–8

Proverbs 1:10–19

Genesis  
5:1–20

A Solemn 
Chorus

Genesis  
5:21–32
A Note 

of Hope


