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Clothespin Angel 
Lesson 5: An Angel Visits Joseph

You Need
 ■ Wooden clothespins (without metal hinges), 1 each

 ■ Craft glue & transparent tape

 ■ Q-tips or small paintbrushes

 ■ Small wiggly eyes

 ■ Glitter, sequins, ribbon, metallic pipe cleaners, & the like

 ■ Paper doilies or white paper cut in circles

 ■ Paper plates, 1 each

 ■ Fine-tip markers

 ■ Scissors

Get Ready
 ■  Set out a plate and clothespin at each spot where a student will 

work.

 ■ Set out the rest of the supplies within reach of all students.

 ■ Make a sample to show the students.

Lesson 6: The Birth of Jesus

You Need
 ■  Flour sack or other fabric cut in 4-inch squares, 3 each

 ■ 1½- or 1¾-inch mini clay flower pots, 3 each

 ■ 1¼-inch wooden ball knobs, 2 each

 ■ ¾-inch wooden ball knobs, 1 each

 ■ Cotton balls

 ■ Black or brown yarn or doll hair

 ■ Fine-point markers

 ■ Craft glue

 ■ Scissors

 ■ Paper lunch bags, 1 each

 ■ Optional: Raffia or straw

Get Ready
 ■  Gather supplies; prepare a craft kit for each student with three pieces of fab-

ric, three pots, two large wooden balls, one small wooden ball, one cotton 
ball in a paper lunch bag. Students can take their crafts home in the bags.

 ■ Set out markers, scissors, craft glue, yarn or doll hair, and raffia or straw.

 ■ Make a sample nativity set.

Mini Flower Pot Nativity Set
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Introduce the Craft
Say Angels are spiritual beings who serve God 
and help us. God sent an angel to Joseph in a 
dream to tell him not to be afraid because Mary 
was going to have a special baby. 
Ask What was special about Jesus? He is God’s 
Son. How is Jesus like us? Accept answers. How is 
He different from us? Accept answers.

Say Jesus is human just like us. Jesus became a 
man so He could keep the Law perfectly on our 
behalf and then take the punishment for our 
sins on the cross. But Jesus is also true God. Only 
God has the power to overcome death and the 
devil; only God could make a sufficient ransom 
for us. Show angel clothespin.

Let’s make clothespin angels to remind us of the 
angel’s message: “[Jesus] will save His people 
from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

Do This
 ■ Print name or initials on bottom of clothespin.

 ■  Cut doily or paper circle in half. If using paper, fold half 
circle in half two or three times. Option: Cut pieces out of 
the folds to make a snowflake design.

 ■  Use Q-tips or small paintbrushes to put glue on the body 
of clothespin.

 ■  Put clothespin in center of doily or paper half circle; wrap 
the paper around clothespin.

 ■  Fold back sides of half circle to make wings, and tape to 
clothespin where sides meet.

 ■ Use glue to attach other decorations to angel.

 ■  Glue wiggly eyes to the head of the clothespin, or paint 
eyes on it. Use fine-tip markers to draw a mouth.

 ■  Use snowflake sequins, glitter, or a piece of metallic pipe 
cleaner to make a halo.

 ■  Let dry before taking it home.

Clothespin Angel
Lesson 5: An Angel Visits Joseph

Lesson 6: The Birth of Jesus

Introduce the Craft
Say Jesus is true God, but He chose to leave His 
home in heaven and come to earth to be born 
as a human baby. He did this so He could live 
a sinless life, die on the cross, and rise again—
all to pay for our sins. One name for Jesus is 
Immanuel, which means “God with us.” Jesus 
knows what it’s like to be human. He had to 
learn to walk, get potty trained, and deal with 
bullies, just like you do. 
Ask Who knows what a nativity is? Accept 
answers, or explain what it is. 
Say Today, you will make a nativity set. Show 
your sample. Having a nativity set at home can 
help you remember what happened when Jesus 
was born. It will remind you that Jesus was born 
to be your Savior. He loves you and has prom-
ised to be with you always.

Do This
 ■  To make Jesus in a manger : Put pieces of raffia or straw in 

one of the pots. Wrap a piece of fabric around the cotton 
ball, and lay the bundle, with edges tucked under, in the 
pot with the raffia or straw. Glue the small wooden ball 
onto one end of the bundle, and draw a face on it with a 
marker.

 ■  To make Mary: Set a pot upside down, and glue one of 
the larger wooden balls onto the top so it looks like a 
head on top of a dress. Draw a face on the side of the 
wooden ball. Glue some yarn or doll hair on the wooden 
ball for hair. Glue a piece of fabric on top of Mary’s head 
as a head covering.

 ■  To make Joseph: Make a person as you did for Mary, but 
add a beard to Joseph either by drawing it on with mark-
ers or by gluing some yarn or doll hair to his face.

 ■  Print your name on your bag, and set your nativity set on 
your bag to let the glue dry until it is time to go home. Be 
gentle when carrying the pots; they are fragile.

Mini Flower Pot Nativity Set


