
1. Genesis 3:6–7, 15

______________________

______________________

______________________

3. Genesis 28:12–14

______________________

______________________

______________________

2. Genesis 15:5–6; 22:17–18

______________________

______________________

______________________

4. Luke 1:26–33, 41–45
______________________

______________________ 

______________________
5.  Luke 1:76–79; John 1:29

________________________

________________________

________________________

6. Luke 2:4–7, 10–14

________________________

________________________

________________________

Follow the path from Eden to Bethlehem.  
At each stop, write the name(s) of the 
person(s) to whom God gave the mes-
sage. Tell the message God gave. Your 
teacher may read the Bible verses to 
help you remember.
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Responses for the 
path include the name (in 
italics) and the message as 
follows:

1.  Sin entered the world 
with Adam and Eve; right 
away, God promised a 
Savior (Genesis 3:6–7, 15).

2.  God promised Abram/
Abraham (and later 
affirmed) that his 
descendant would be 
the Christ (Genesis 15:5–
6; 22:17–18).

3.  Despite Jacob’s 
deception of Isaac and 
Esau to obtain the 
blessing, God promised 
to be with Jacob and 
send the Savior through 
his descendants (Genesis 
28:12–14).

4.  Mary is chosen as the 
earthly mother of the 
Savior. Elizabeth’s 
unborn baby, John, 
recognizes Mary as the 
mother of the Savior 
(Luke 1:26–33, 41–45).

5.  The angel tells Zechariah 
that his son, John, will be 
a prophet and will point 
many people to Jesus 
Christ, the Savior (Luke 
1:76–79; John 1:29).

6.  Jesus, the Savior, is born 
to Mary and His foster-
father, Joseph, just as fore-
told (Luke 2:4–7, 10–14).

Read the directions aloud. If the students have difficulty remembering the 
stories, read the verses to them as a reminder.

From Eden to Bethlehem
Say

Each stop along the trail represents a part of God’s promise to send 
the Savior and confirms that this baby, Jesus, is the promised Savior. 
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The Birth of Jesus

Key Point
A Savior is born to you! He is Christ the Lord.

Law/Gospel
Because of sin, I am afraid and helpless before God 

and deserve to die. God sent His Son, Jesus, to save me 
from sin and death, and He makes me His own dear 
child through faith in Him.

Context
Luke makes sure to proclaim Jesus as a real man born 

in the historical events of this world. The story of Jesus is 
not a moralizing fable.

Commentary
The story of Jesus’ birth is a real event. In the text, we 

see His mother, Mary, plodding along a dusty road with the 
discomforts of a woman in her third trimester. We can only 
imagine the difficulty of childbirth in those days. 

We see the infant Jesus wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a hay-filled feeding trough. We see unnamed shepherds 
praising this newborn as the Savior of God’s people. We see 
parents caught up in the drama that includes birth, blood, 
and humility, as well as the rejoicing of heavenly armies.

Heaven and earth meet in 
this baby, the swaddled Lord of 
all creation nursing at His moth-
er’s breast. We hear in the Scriptures 
how the Lord set aside His greatness to become humble. 
Yet through His humility, He makes the humble great and 
seats common folk among the greatest of the heavenly 
powers.

When God catches us up in His plans, we simply receive 
His words and the works He would have us do, and like 
Mary, we ponder in our hearts the greatness of our merciful 
Lord.

We confess that the bloody birth and death of Jesus 
lead us to the empty tomb and the heavenly throne, where 
our Lord’s wounds are badges of everlasting honor and His 
earthly grief becomes His—and our—eternal glory. “Worthy 
is the Lamb who was slain” (Revelation 5:12).

Luke 2:1–20

Preparing the Lesson © 2006, 2015 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®.

Ch
er

i B
la

dh
ol

m
 ©

 C
PH

.

To hear an in-depth 
discussion of this Bible 
account, visit cph.org/
podcast and listen to our 
Seeds of Faith podcast 
each week.

______________________
Date of Use



After the reading, locate Bethlehem on the map, have the students look at the 
picture of Bethlehem, and read the information about the city.

Ask
Why were Mary and Joseph required to go to Bethlehem? They were both 

descendants of David and were required to travel to Bethlehem in about 6 BC to 
register for a census as decreed by Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1). 

Discuss
What other events recorded in the Bible happened in Bethlehem?
In Bethlehem, Rachel, Jacob’s wife, died and was buried (Genesis 35:19). Her 

tomb is a special place to visit for Christians, Jews, and Arabs. Ruth and Naomi also 
traveled to Bethlehem (Ruth 1:22). It was here that Ruth met her husband Boaz. 
Bethlehem was the birthplace and boyhood home of David.

© iStock

The town of Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, is located just six miles 
southwest of Jerusalem. It was known as the city of David because King David 
was born and anointed there.

Bethlehem today attracts many tourists. Jews, Christians, and Muslims 
all have important locations at Bethlehem. The most famous attraction for 
Christians is the Church of the Nativity, which is built over the spot where it 
is believed the stable in which Jesus was born is located. The stable is a cave; 
often, caves were used to shelter livestock in Jesus’ day.

At Home

Briefly point out the 
questions in the “At 
Home” section of 
the Student Leaflet, 
and encourage the 
students to use 
them to share with 
their families what 
they have learned in 
this lesson.

Direct the students to the inside of the Student Leaflet. Locate and read 
Luke 1:1–4. 

Say
It’s wise to check the facts. Luke tells that he has followed all things 

closely and has written this account of the facts of Jesus’ birth for an 
important reason. What is that reason? Luke 1:4 tells us that Luke wanted 
his readers to “have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”

We can be certain about what the Bible teaches. The story of Jesus’ 
birth is not make-believe. It is a true story of two parents who have to 
take a long trip in order to obey the law and be counted. The trip had to 
have been very hard and uncomfortable for Mary. 

Listen carefully to, or read, the Bible text from Luke 2. Circle thumbs 
up if the statement is true. Circle thumbs down if the statement is false. 

The first statement is true. The other two are not. The Bible places only the 
shepherds at the stable; the Wise Men (not kings) came from an unidentified 
location east of Jerusalem to visit Jesus at a house in Bethlehem as much as 
two or three years after His birth. 

Ask
The angel visited the shepherds. We find the angel’s message in our 

Bible Memory Verse. Locate the Bible Memory Verse on the front of the 
Student Leaflet. What was the shepherds’ first reaction? They were afraid. 
Fear is an appropriate response when sinful creatures confront evidence of the 
almighty Creator. 

How did the angel reassure them? He urged them not to be afraid, just 
as Gabriel had reassured both Zechariah and Mary.

Discuss
What are some ways God visits His people today? The same God who 

brought good news to Zechariah, Mary, and the shepherds brings the Good 
News of forgiveness to us! He comes to us in His Word and Sacraments. He 
is always with us in our Baptism. He comes to us in His Supper, giving us His 
body and blood.

Read

Look
Get Ready

Read Luke 2:1–20; 
review the Key 
Point and Law/
Gospel Points.

Read Preparing 
the Lesson.

Review and 
adapt the activi-
ties suggested 
in this Teacher 
Leaflet to suit 
your students 
and the time you 
have available.

Pray that God 
blesses the stu-
dents through 
His Word.

Bible 
Memory 
Verse

For unto you is 
born . . . a Savior, 
who is Christ the 
Lord. Luke 2:11

Have on hand some Christmas cards you have received. Give one card to 
each student as he or she enters. Then discuss with the students what should 
be the focus of the greeting on a Christmas card.

Say
I’ve been getting lots of Christmas cards, and they have different 

messages. What message would share the true story of Christ with the 
reader? If the person sending the card believes that Jesus is the Savior God 
promised, then the message will likely focus on Christ and the gifts He brought 
at the first Christmas.

Distribute Student Leaflet 6. Read, or have a student volunteer read, the 
introduction on page 1 of the Student Leaflet.

Start
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