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Preparing the Lesson

The Birth of Jesus

Key Point
A Savior is born to you! He is Christ the Lord.

Law/Gospel
Because of sin, I am afraid and helpless before God and 

deserve to die. God sent His Son, Jesus, to save me from 
sin and death, and He makes me His own dear child 
through faith in Him.

Context
Luke makes sure to proclaim Jesus as a real man born 

in the historical events of this world. The story of Jesus is 
not a moralizing fable.

Commentary
The story of Jesus’ birth is a real event. In the text, we 

see His mother, Mary, plodding along a dusty road with the 
discomforts of a woman in her third trimester. We can only 
imagine the difficulty of childbirth in those days. 

We see the infant Jesus wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a hay-filled feeding trough. We see unnamed shepherds 
praising this newborn as the Savior of God’s people. We see 
parents caught up in the drama that includes birth, blood, 
and humility, as well as the rejoicing of heavenly armies.

Heaven and earth meet in 
this baby, the swaddled Lord of 
all creation nursing at His moth-
er’s breast. We hear in the Scriptures 
how the Lord set aside His greatness to 
become humble. Yet through His humility, He 
makes the humble great and seats common folk among 
the greatest of the heavenly powers.

When God catches us up in His plans, we simply 
receive His words and the works He would have us do, and 
like Mary, we ponder in our hearts the greatness of our 
merciful Lord.

We confess that the bloody birth and death of Jesus 
lead us to the empty tomb and the heavenly throne, where 
our Lord’s wounds are badges of everlasting honor and 
His earthly grief becomes His—and our—eternal glory. 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain” (Revelation 5:12).

Luke 2:1–20
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Seeds of Faith podcast 
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The True Story
Before Jesus was born, Caesar Augustus made a rule. He decreed that the 

people in his country were to go to their hometown to register. So Mary and 
Joseph went from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea. It was a long 
journey.

While they were there, Mary gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped 
Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger. * There was no place for 
Mary, Joseph, and the baby in the inn.

Shepherds were nearby, keeping watch over their flock by night. Suddenly, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them. The glory of God shone around them. 
They were filled with fear. * 

The angel said, “Fear not. Behold, I bring you good news. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. * You will find 
the baby wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.“ * 

Suddenly, a multitude of angels praised God, saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased.” 

The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see what the Lord had told them. 
They found Mary, Joseph, and the baby. The shepherds told them what they 
had seen and heard from the angels about the baby. When they left, the shep-
herds glorified and praised God for all they had seen and heard.

Read

Look

Find

Get Ready

To prepare, 
read the Bible 
story and 
page 1 of 
this Teacher 
Leaflet.

Put up the 
Faith Words 
Poster (the 
poster inside 
the Teacher 
Leaflet Cover).

Choose 
activities from 
pages 2 and 3 
that work best 
for you. 

Look at the 
review on 
page 4.

Become  
familiar with 
the Bible 
Memory 
Verse.

Bible 
Memory 
Verse

For unto you 
is born . . . a 
Savior, who 
is Christ the 
Lord. Luke 
2:11

Slowly begin to write the Faith Word Savior on the Faith Words Poster or on 
the board. Start at the end of the word with the letter r. 

Say
I’m thinking of a word that has six letters. Invite the children to guess 

the other letters. When they recognize the word as Savior, continue: In today’s 
true story, a few men who were working late at night had a big surprise. 
They hear about Jesus in an unusual way. 

Do
¨¨ Give the children the Student Leaflets. Tell them to write their names at the 
bottom of the cover page. Then discuss the question below the picture.

¨¨ Look at the story picture on page 1. Identify the characters and the setting.

¨¨ Read The True Story to the children or choose children to read parts for the 
narrator, an angel, and a multitude of angels. The single angel's words are 
in red, and the multitude’s are in green. When the children see an *, have 
them look at the pictures in their leaflets.  

¨¨ If you have students who can read the Bible, look up the Bible 
verses in the Look It Up column. If time allows, let the students 
work together to answer the questions.

Luke 2:14
What words of praise did the host of angels 
share with the shepherds?

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom He is pleased!”

Matthew 1:23 
Another name for Jesus is Immanuel. What does 
that name mean?

“God with us”

Do
¨¨ Talk about the at-home 
activities on page 3. Read 
the Lily’s Day cartoon. Lily is 
pictured in a nativity scene. 
She is excited that Jesus, 
our Savior, is near!

¨¨ Review the lesson with the 
maze activity found on the 
back of the leaflet. Ask the 
children to talk about the 
maze drawings.

Directions
Help the shepherds find their  
way to see Jesus. Choose a clear 
path that is not blocked by rocks.

¨¨ Teach the Bible Memory 
Verse using the cues near 
the bottom of the page. 
Ask the children to recite 
the words or show you the 
hand signs as they leave 
today.

¨¨ Reflect on today’s experi-
ence. Pray that God will 
bless the children through 
His Word. 

Do
¨¨ Review the story using the illustrations as a guide, or act out 
the events and use the storytelling as a choral reading.
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