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God Creates the World
Genesis 1:1–2:3

Get Ready
	■ Read Genesis 1:1–2:3; review Key Point and 

Law/Gospel Points.
	■ Read Preparing the Lesson 1, on CD.
	■ Choose the songs, hymns, and activities.
	■ Print/copy scores or lyrics for students from CD.
	■ Practice using recordings or timed PowerPoint 

slides; or print scores from CD for live music.
	■ Pray God blesses your students through His gift 

of music.

Music and Activities
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 Builder of Everything (Track 3)
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 Thy Strong Word (Track 20)
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 God’s Creation (Track 8)

Other Possibilities 
(on CD, but not in this leaflet)

𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 God, Who Built This Wondrous Planet 
(Track 7)

𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
(Track 4)

Key Point
God made the world in six days 

by the power of His Word. All cre-
ation is God’s blessing to us.

Law/Gospel Points
God requires that I believe 

that He is the only true God, 
the Creator and Sustainer of the 
world. God gives me faith to 
believe that He created the earth 
and heavens, and He continues 
to provide me with all that I need 
to sustain this body and life, 
including forgiveness for my sins, 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Robert Papp © CPH
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For any song: When teaching the text of any 
song, use simple actions like these for key words.

	■ “God’s house”—
make a steep roof 
with both hands, 
fingertips up

	■ “Pray”—fold hands

	■ “Listen”—cup 
ears

	■ “Sing”—cup 
hands around 
mouth

	■ “Praises”—wave 
hands in the air

	■ “Word”—Palms 
together and open 
like a book

	■ “Do”—hands out 
with palms up

Start

Lesson 1

Builder  
of Everything
Track 3

Welcome the students as 
they arrive. In the background, 
play the song “Builder of 
Everything.”

On a tablet or laptop, show 
pictures of famous buildings 
and talk about their architects. 
Examples: St. Paul’s Cathedral 
in London, the White House 
in Washington, the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa in Italy, St. Basil’s 
Cathedral in Moscow, and the 
Taj Mahal in India.

Say  Architects design and 
builders build. Our song 
calls God the “builder of 
everything.” Why do you 
think that is a true state-
ment? Student answers will 
reflect what they learned 
in the Explore section of 
today’s lesson.

Part 1



Lesson 1

Part 2

Listen to the song. The sec-
ond time you sing it, organize 
the group into two groups. 
Have them sing in alternation 
as marked I and II in the score.

Option: Ask someone to 
sing part I as a solo; the group 
responds with part II.
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Part 3



Lesson 1

Part 1

Thy Strong Word
Lutheran Service Book 578; Track 20

If possible, provide glow sticks for 
students to wave as they sing the 
refrain of this hymn. To begin, give the 
students the lyrics or score and discuss 
the light-and-dark theme.

Say  Today, you learned the 
true story of how God cre-
ated the world in six days. 
Let’s review the story a lit-
tle. What did God create on 
the first day? Light and dark-
ness Yes, the very first thing 
God did was to separate 
light and dark. That was 
how God began creation.

The next hymn begins by 
telling us God cut through 
the darkness with some-
thing very powerful. The 
title has a clue. What did 
God use? His Word Yes, 
God’s Word is powerful.

Let’s explore the images of 
dark and light. With a part-
ner, look through the words 
of this hymn. Circle any 
words that remind you of 
darkness or light.

As the students are working, 
play the hymn to introduce the 
melody. When you feel the stu-
dents have had enough time, 
review what they’ve discovered.



Lesson 1

Note: The first stanza tells 
us about the creation of light 
on the first day. The sixth stan-
za speaks of God the Father as 
the light creator, Jesus as the 
“Light of Light,” and the Holy 
Spirit as the light revealer. The 
words of the refrain celebrate 
the One who sends us the 
light.

(If you have time and hym-
nals, you could explore other 
powerful light images in the 
other stanzas of the hymn.)

Part 2
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Part 1

God’s Creation
Songs Kids Love to Sing 2, p. 20; Track 8

Bring to class a director’s baton.

Say  Listen to the next song about creation. The words tell what God created on 
each day. As you listen, hold up the right number of fingers to show the day of 
creation.

Play the song and model what you expect, holding up your fingers to designate 
the days of creation. After listening to the song once, give your students copies of 
the music.

Say  This song has four different melody lines.

If possible, play the four different melody lines on a keyboard several times.



Lesson 1
Say  I’ll organize you into four groups to sing the four different melodies.

Organize the four groups, placing them in song order around the room. Tell the 
children you are going to direct them with a baton. Then play the song.

Say  I directed you with a baton, but God directed creation with His Word. He 
called it into order. He brought order out of chaos. God’s Word is powerful 
and does what it says. It is way more powerful than me with this baton.

If you have time, sing the song again using the actions.

To close, thank God in prayer for something specific mentioned in this song, 
including the sending of the Savior.

Part 2
Cross Explorations® Old Testament 1 Express Music Leaflet 1 © 2014, 2016 Concordia Publishing House. Written by Gail Pawlitz; edited by Lisa M. Clark, Gail Pawlitz, and Tom Nummela. “Builder of Everything” is © 2004 
Concordia Publishing House. The text of “Thy Strong Word” is © 1969 Concordia Publishing House; the setting is © 2011 Concordia Publishing House. “God’s Creation” is © 1995 Concordia Publishing House. Illustrations  
© 1995 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.	 48-0130
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Get Ready
	■ Read Genesis 1:26–2:25; review Key Point and 

Law/Gospel Points.
	■ Read Preparing the Lesson 2, on CD.
	■ Choose the songs, hymns, and activities.
	■ Print/copy scores or lyrics for students from CD.
	■ Practice using recordings or timed PowerPoint 

slides; or print scores from CD for live music.
	■ Pray God blesses your students through His gift 

of music.

Music and Activities
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 The Tree of Life (Track 19)
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 Psalm 139:14 (Track 17)
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 God, Who Built This Wondrous Planet 

(Track 7)

Other Possibilities 
(on CD, but not in this leaflet)

𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 Thy Strong Word (Track 20)
𝅘𝅥𝅮𝅘𝅥𝅮	 God’s Creation (Track 8)

Key Point
God has made us in His image, 

provides all things for our good, 
and makes us rulers over the earth 
and everything in it.

Law/Gospel Points
God appoints me as a caretaker 

of His creation and expects me 
to take care of it for His glory and 
the good of others. God provides 
me with all good things for this 
life and forgives me for Jesus’ sake 
when I put myself above Him and 
His creation or when I misuse or 
neglect my vocation to rule the 
earth properly.

Robert Papp © CPH

God Creates Adam and Eve
Genesis 1:26–2:25
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Start

Lesson 2

The Tree of Life
Lutheran Service Book 561;  

Track 19

Download and print several 
images of artistic renditions of 
the “tree of life.” Free images 
are available on the Web.

As students arrive, organize 
them into groups of four. Have 
them work together to sculpt 
a tree with their bodies. After 
a brief time, have each group 
show their formation to the 
others.

Say  Thanks for sharing your 
trees. Trees were an impor-
tant part of the Garden of 
Eden. God created such a 
variety. Those trees pro-
vided food for Adam and 
Eve. Tell me the name of 
the special trees in the gar-
den. They are the tree of life 
and the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil. The 
tree of life was in the middle 
of the garden. If you down-
loaded some of the tree of 
life images, show them now.

Part 1



Lesson 2

Say  Our hymn today focuses 
on two trees—the tree of 
life in the Garden of Eden 
and the cross, sometimes 
called a tree. Listen to the 
story told in this hymn. 
Look for words in each 
stanza that relate to trees. 
See what you can find.

Play the CD. Then iden-
tify the words that relate to 
trees—orchard, fruit, grove, 
seed.

Ask  Which tree was good 
and why? Both trees were 
good. The tree of life in the 
garden was perfect fruit for 
man and woman to eat. The 
tree of the cross was good 
because on it, Jesus died; 
through His death, He pro-
vided for us forgiveness, life, 
and salvation.

Say  When you see an 
orchard or a grove, some 
fruit or the seeds of fruit, 
think of God’s goodness.

Part 2
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Psalm 139:14
Track 17

In the next song, the psalmist praised God when he thought 
about all God had done for him. This song bubbles thankful joy. 
Give your students opportunity to do that too. Bring to class 
blown-up balloons and markers, one balloon for each person in 
your group. Allow students to write their names on the balloon 
and one thing for which they would like to give God thanks.

Move to an open space. Ask 
the students to sit in a circle with 
their balloons secure.

Say  Listen as I play this song. 
When it is finished, see if you 
can repeat the words.

Play the CD. Give the students 
time to repeat the lyrics.

Say  We can praise God too. 
He made man in His image. 
He continues to provide all 
things for our good. He even 
makes us rulers over the 
earth and everything in it. 
Let’s praise Him for that.

Ask the students to work with 
a partner, listen to the song, and 
celebrate by batting their bal-
loons back and forth.



Lesson 2God, Who Built This 
Wondrous Planet
Track 7

This song is filled with rich lyrics—
nouns and adjectives used in new ways.

Say  Today, we’re going to sing about 
God’s creation. This song does that 
beautifully with some very interest-
ing words. Some of those words 
may be new to you, or the words 
may be used in a new way. With a 

partner, look at the lyrics. 
Circle one word in each stan-
za you find interesting. With 
your partner, discuss how 
that word is used and what 
it might mean. Be ready to 
share your favorite words.

Say  Now I’m going to play this 
song on the CD. Stand up 
when you hear your favor-
ites. Let’s find out who chose 
what. Remember to sit down 
quickly so we can see the 
words “pop up and down.”

Play the song.

Ask  Your bodies were going up 
and down like the melody 
line. Did the moving melody 
line make the music seem 
peppy and upbeat or sad 
and slow? (Accept reasonable 
answers.)

Say  This song tells us about 
our creative God. In today’s 
Bible story, we hear more 
about the creation of Adam 
and Eve. We also hear about 
God’s continuing work of cre-
ation as He builds His Church 
with His people.

Play the song again and sing 
along.

Pray  Dear God, thank You for 
the creativity of music and 
music that tells about Your 
creative power. I praise You 
for creating me. Forgive my 
sins and use me in wonderful 
ways. Amen.
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