
Adult Bible Study
Jesus Teaches about God’s Kingdom 

NEW TESTAMENT 3

REPRODUCIBLE STUDY PAGES



Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

1-800-325-3040 • www.cph.org 
Lessons 1 © 2006, 2016 Concordia Publishing House 
Lessons 2 © 2010, 2016 Concordia Publishing House 

Lessons 3–6, 9, 11, and 12 © 2007, 2016 Concordia Publishing House 
Lesson 7 © 2016 Concordia Publishing House 

Lessons 8, 10, and 13 © 2008, 2016 Concordia Publishing House

All rights reserved. Unless specifically noted, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House.

The purchaser of this publication is allowed to reproduce the marked portions contained herein for use with 
this curriculum. These resources may not be transferred or copied to another user.

Lessons 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, 11, and 12 written by Carl Roth 
Lessons 2 and 13 written by Gifford Grobien 
Lessons 5, 8, and 10 written by Randy Asburry 
Lesson 7 written by Charles Blanco

Edited by Lorraine Groth

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

The quotations marked AE in this publication are from Luther’s Works, the American Edition: vol. 27, 
copyright © Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Hymn texts and quotations with the abbreviation LSB are from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Catechism quotations are taken from Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, copyright © 1986, 1991 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

The quotations from the Lutheran Confessions in this publication are from Concordia: The Lutheran 
Confessions, second edition; edited by Paul McCain et al., copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.  
All rights reserved.

The quotations from Arthur A. Just Jr., Luke 1:1–9:50, Concordia Commentary, are copyright © 1996 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Manufactured in the United States of America 

Growing in Christ® and Cross Explorations® are published by Concordia Publishing House. Your comments 
and suggestions concerning this material are appreciated. E-mail us at sundayschool@cph.org.



Contents
Lesson  Title  Page Date of Use

  Introduction 5

  Timeline 6

 1  Jesus Preaches on the Mount 7 
(Matthew 5:1–12)

  2  Jesus Teaches Us to Trust 15 
(Matthew 6:25–34)

 3  Jesus Is Anointed 25 
(Luke 7:36–50)

 4  Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 31 
(John 6:1–14)

 5  The Transfiguration 39 
(Matthew 17:1–9)

 6  Jesus Sends the Seventy-Two 47 
(Luke 10:1–24)

 7  The Good Samaritan 55 
(Luke 10:25–37)

 8  The Good Shepherd 63 
(John 10:1–18)

 9  Jesus Teaches Us to Pray 73 
(Luke 11:1–13; John 16:23–33)

 10  Jesus Raises Lazarus 81 
(John 11:1–45)

 11  Jesus Seeks the Lost 89 
(Luke 15)

 12  Jesus Heals Ten Lepers 97 
(Luke 17:11–19)

 13  Jesus Blesses the Little Children 105 
(Mark 10:13–16)

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________



Introduction
God promises to strengthen our life in Christ as we study His Word. This Adult 

Bible Study series provides resources to help you study God’s Word, giving you an 
opportunity to study some familiar, and possibly not-so-familiar, biblical accounts 
in depth. 

Each of the Bible study books has thirteen sessions that are divided into four 
easy-to-use sections.

Start—Section 1 of each session points participants to the key point for the 
session and invites discussion and thinking to draw participants into the study.

Study—Section 2 of each session explores a portion of Scripture through the 
use of a brief commentary and questions that help the participants study the text. 

Share—Section 3 of each session helps the participants apply to their lives 
both God’s Law and Gospel revealed in the scriptural account.

Send—Section 4 of each session provides the participants with practical sug-
gestions for taking the theme of the lesson out of the classroom and into the 
world.

This study is designed to assist both novice and expert Bible students in their 
study of Holy Scripture. It offers resources that will enable them to grow in their 
understanding of God’s Word while strengthening their life in Christ.

As an added benefit, the sessions in the Adult Bible Study series follow the 
Scripture lessons taught in both the Growing in Christ and the Cross Explorations 
Sunday School series. Parents will enjoy studying in depth the Bible stories their 
children are studying in Sunday School. This will provide parents and children 
additional opportunities to

■ discuss God’s Word together;

■ extend lesson applications to everyday situations;

■ pray together; and

■ engage in family activities that grow out of lesson truths.

How to Use This Bible Study
This leader guide gives you all the material you need to teach the thirteen 

Bible stories for this quarter. The material is designed to be used in an adult Bible 
study while children are participating in Sunday School. Shorten or lengthen the 
suggested section times to fit your time frame.

Each lesson includes a brief Bible commentary with the key point, Law/
Gospel statements, discussion questions with leader notes, and a front-and-back 
Reproducible Student Page at the end of the lesson. Make copies of the Student 
Page to distribute to class members. This format allows for the frequent fluctuation 
in class size that is common to adult study groups. It is also more economical to 
order just one leader guide rather than a leader guide and individual student books. 

We also encourage you to order the Bible Posters for this quarter. These large 
works of art will provide your class with memorable visuals of the texts they are 
studying. (To order, call 1-800-325-3040; ask for CPH stock number 44-4114.)
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Preparing the Lesson
The Good Shepherd

Key Point
We are like sheep who have gone astray. Jesus is the 

Good Shepherd, who rescues, gathers, and cares for us 
through His Word and Sacraments.

Law/Gospel
Because of sin, I face physical and spiritual danger in 

this world. Jesus, my Good Shepherd, guards and pro-
tects me from sin, death, and the power of the devil, 
feeding me through His Word and Sacraments to keep 
my faith strong.

Context
Jesus is in Jerusalem. Earlier, He had given sight to a 

man born blind. In chapter 10, we see Jesus addressing the 
Jews gathered there, including the Pharisees and other reli-
gious leaders.

Commentary
In the Old Testament, God often compared His rela-

tionship to His people as a Shepherd to His sheep (Psalm 
23; Isaiah 40:10–11; Ezekiel 34:11–16). In Ezekiel 34:23, 
God promised that He would place over His people one 
Shepherd who would tend them. In John 10, Jesus identi-
fies Himself as that Good Shepherd. By stating that He is the 
Good Shepherd, Jesus asserts that He is God and one with 
the Father (John 10:30). As the Good Shepherd, He knows 
His sheep by name. He lays down His life for His sheep and 
gives them eternal life.

The imagery of shepherd and sheep contrasts the love 
and mercy of Christ with our helplessness and dependence 
on Him. A lost sheep cannot find its way home and will 
certainly become prey for wild animals. However, Jesus, our 
Good Shepherd, found us and rescued us when we were 
lost in sin and unbelief. Now, He watches over and protects 
us. He has come so that in place of eternal death apart from 
Him, we now have life and have it abundantly. As His sheep, 
we hear His voice and follow Him. When by our sin we wan-
der away from Him, it is His Word of repentance and forgive-
ness that draws us back to Him.

Jesus identifies thieves and robbers who seek to steal 
the sheep. These would be false teachers, who by their lies 

lead people away from Christ. These false teachers included 
the Pharisees and religious authorities, who by their man-
made rules and lack of love and concern for the welfare of 
the people led many people away from the faith. In Ezekiel 
34:1–10, God condemned those who were false shepherds. 
Instead of listening to the voice of those who are thieves 
and robbers, the Lord’s sheep listen to His voice and follow 
Him.

In addition to identifying Himself as the Shepherd, 
Jesus says that He is the door of the sheep (John 10:7, 9). 
Jesus not only leads us and guides us as our Shepherd, but 
He is also the door by which we enter to become sheep of 
His fold. “We are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of 
His hand” (Psalm 95:7). Thus, He promises: “If anyone enters 
by Me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pas-
ture” (John 10:9). We entered that gate and were made His 
sheep through Baptism, and He continues to lead us out to 
green pastures, where He feeds and nourishes us with His 
Word and Sacraments.

To hear an in-depth discussion of this Bible account, 
visit cph.org/podcast and listen to our Seeds of Faith 
podcast each week.

John 10:1–18

Lesson 8
Date: _________________
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The Good Shepherd
John 10:1–18

Pray   Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 
death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls 
us each day by name and follow where He leads; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Fourth Sunday after 
Easter, LSB Altar Book).

Ask   1. Many Christian artists depict Jesus as the Good Shepherd who 
tends His sheep or carries His little lamb to safety. Why do such pic-
tures give great comfort, even if we know very little about how shep-
herds tend their flocks?
If possible, before class acquire one or more pictures of Jesus tending a flock 

or carrying a little lamb. Take a few moments to show these pictures to the class, 
and then ask the question about why such pictures comfort us. Let the class mem-
bers offer various answers. Even for people who have never seen a real, live sheep, 
somehow the picture of Jesus as Shepherd brings great comfort. Why? Generally, 
the Christian artists who paint Jesus as Shepherd depict Him as a very tender, 
compassionate person. Also, we tend to view sheep as helpless or think of them 
as easily scared and distressed. A picture of a shepherd caring for such creatures 
naturally gives us comfort as we think of Jesus caring for us in our times of fear 
and distress. 

Say   2. When Jesus calls Himself “the good shepherd” (John 10:11), 
He draws from a very rich theme in the Old Testament. Look up the 
following Old Testament passages: 2 Samuel 5:1–3; Psalm 23; Isaiah 
40:10–11; and Ezekiel 34:11–16. What details about a “shepherd” for 
Israel can you find in these passages? How do these details and pas-
sages find their fulfillment in Jesus, the Good Shepherd?
In 2 Samuel 5:1–3, David was being anointed to serve as king of Israel, when 

the Lord told him, “You shall be shepherd of My people Israel, and you shall be 
prince over Israel” (2 Samuel 5:2). As God’s appointed king, David would shep-
herd, that is, tend and care for, God’s redeemed people. For David, to be a king 
meant to be a shepherd, just as he had been for the flocks of his father Jesse (see 
1 Samuel 16:11; 17:34–37).

2 Study (15 minutes)

Lesson 8

1 Start (5 minutes)



Psalm 23, first penned and sung by King David, is well-loved because it identi-
fies the Lord as “my shepherd,” and because it paints a rich, comforting picture 
of the Shepherd’s work of giving peace (v. 2), restoration (v. 3), and even protec-
tion from all evil (v. 4). Not only that, but God, who is our Shepherd, feeds us and 
anoints us (v. 5) and promises us eternal goodness and mercy (v. 6).

The shepherd theme in Isaiah 40:10–11 comes in the context of God restoring 
His exiled people and comforting them with His manifold forgiveness (see Isaiah 
40:1–2). In verse 10, we read of God’s mighty rule and reward, and in verse 11 we 
read that God “will tend His flock like a shepherd.” God shows His mighty acts of 
salvation also by tenderly and gently caring for His people and carrying them out 
of harm’s way.

In Ezekiel 34:11–16, God must come to the rescue as the shepherd of His 
people, because the human shepherds of the day were feeding themselves rather 
than tending the flock of God. Shepherd God promises to seek out His scattered 
flock and rescue them. He promises to feed them on His mountain heights and 
in His grazing land. As God says, “I Myself will be the shepherd of My sheep, and I 
Myself will make them lie down” (Ezekiel 34:15). 

When we see this rich tapestry of God as the shepherd of His people, we can 
easily see how the various threads find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Like David, 
Jesus is anointed as shepherd-king over God’s people, and He rules with the great-
est care and protection possible. In Jesus, we can see the words of Psalm 23 come 
to their greatest fulfillment as He gives us peace and restoration with God Himself, 
and even as He prepares the Table of the Holy Supper in the midst of our enemies 
of sin, death, and the devil. Our Lord Jesus brings us back from the exile of our sin 
and grants double forgiveness for all of our sins. His mighty salvation shows His 
tender mercy! And, echoing Ezekiel 34, we hear Jesus identifying Himself as our 
“Good Shepherd” as He says, “I Myself will be the shepherd of My sheep.”

Say   3. Read John 10:1–6. How does Jesus introduce the shepherd 
theme in verse 1? How do the sheep know who the true shepherd is 
(vv. 2–4)? How can the sheep detect someone who is not the shep-
herd?
Jesus introduces the shepherd theme first by talking about the sheepfold and 

someone who tries to climb in by a way other than the gate. The one who does 
not enter the sheep pen by the central gate is obviously “a thief and a robber,” 
because the true shepherd would enter the normal way, through the gate. Jesus 
here shows His care and concern for His sheep. 

The true shepherd enters through the door of the sheep pen. That indicates 
that he is the true shepherd, but it does not yet guarantee that the sheep know 
their shepherd merely by sight. As Jesus says, “The sheep hear his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out” (John 10:3). The sheep know 
their shepherd chiefly by hearing his voice. Even as the shepherd goes ahead of 
the sheep and leads them, they follow chiefly by hearing his voice. There is an inti-
mate and personal bond between shepherd and sheep. When a stranger tries to 
lead the sheep, the sheep will not follow him, because they do not recognize his 
voice. 

Notice that Jesus merely places the shepherd theme and analogy in front of 
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His hearers. So far He hasn’t explained what the illustration means. Hence, those 
listening “did not understand what He was saying to them” (John 10:6).

Say   4. Read John 10:7–10. What illustration does Jesus use this time, 
and how does He apply it to Himself? Who are the “thieves and rob-
bers” to whom Jesus refers? See John 9:40–41.
Now Jesus changes the illustration a bit as He says, “I am the door of the 

sheep.” Earlier He hinted that He is the shepherd who enters by the door/gate; 
now He says that He is the door. When Jesus says that He is “the door,” He means 
that He is the way of salvation for His sheep, that is, His redeemed people. He 
leads them into the protection of the enclosed sheep pen. 

In ancient Palestine, a sheep pen was simply a wall of stones built in a circu-
lar or rectangular shape. The wall was tall enough to keep the sheep within and 
protect them, and there was one central gate in the pen for entrance and egress. 
Some Bible scholars have said that a Palestinian shepherd would physically lie 
down in the entryway to the sheep pen. In this way the shepherd would protect 
the sheep literally by putting his own life at risk. Jesus may also have this picture 
in mind when He says that He is “the door.” He tirelessly guards and protects His 
sheep. 

In the context of chapters 9 and 10, Jesus is still talking with the Pharisees, 
who did not approve of Him healing the man born blind on the Sabbath Day. In 
John 9:40, we see that Jesus was talking with the Pharisees, and there is no indi-
cation that He talks to anyone different in chapter 10. So, when Jesus refers to 
“thieves and robbers,” He refers to the religious leaders of His day—especially the 
Pharisees, but most likely also the Sadducees. After all, they were not concerned 
about God’s sheep; instead, they focused more on how they could benefit from 
and secure their positions of leadership.

Ask   5. In John 10:10, what does Jesus mean by “life” and having it 
“abundantly”? See John 5:24–29; 6:53–58; and 11:25–26. 
In John’s Gospel account, when Jesus speaks of “life,” He usually refers to eter-

nal life. Since eternal life is life with the infinite, holy, triune God, that life is also 
“abundant,” that is, infinite and never-ending. We can see this in John 5:24–29, 
where Jesus again talks about hearing Him and believing in Him, and thus having 
eternal life. Along with God the Father, Jesus, the Son of God, is the very source of 
life, because the Father “has granted the Son also to have life in Himself.”

 In John 6:53–58, Jesus speaks of eating His flesh and drinking His blood and 
thus having eternal life: “Whoever feeds on My flesh and drinks My blood has eter-
nal life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:54). When Jesus gives life, 
He gives it both now in time and on the Last Day for all eternity. In John 11:25–26, 
Jesus once again speaks of life as “eternal life” as He prepares to raise Lazarus from 
the dead. As He says, “Everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.” This 
is the abundant life that Shepherd Jesus comes to bring to His sheep who hear His 
voice and believe in Him.

Lesson 8
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Say   6. Read John 10:11–15. According to verse 11, what makes Jesus 
the “good shepherd”? Also see John 15:13 and 1 John 4:9–10. How 
does this differ from the hired hand (vv. 12–13)? In verses 14–15, how 
does Jesus show His great care for His sheep? See also Genesis 4:1.
Finally, Jesus announces that He is the “good shepherd” and tells us what that 

means: “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” When Jesus lays 
down His life for us on the cross, He shows Himself to be the “good shepherd.” He 
shows His goodness by laying down His life. Actually, the Greek word translated 
here as “good” means something even better. It’s the same word from which we 
get the word calligraphy, that is, “beautiful writing.” Jesus is our beautiful, noble 
Shepherd, because He lays down His very life for us, His sheep. As Jesus tells us in 
John 15:13, there is no greater love than laying down one’s life. As 1 John 4:9–10 
indicates, God’s great love for us sinners is shown most of all when Jesus, the Son 
of God, comes to be “the propitiation,” that is, the means of forgiveness, “for our 
sins.” 

Jesus quickly illustrates the difference between the “beautiful/noble shep-
herd” and the hired hand: the shepherd owns the sheep; the hired hand does 
not. The shepherd does not abandon the flock in time of trouble; the hired hand 
is quick to flee, leaving the sheep to be ravaged by wolves. The shepherd cares 
deeply for his sheep; the hired hand, though, does not care for them. 

Thus, when Jesus again calls Himself the “beautiful/noble shepherd” (v. 14), He 
shows His great care and compassion by using the word know: “I know My own 
and My own know me” (emphasis added). He even appeals to His relationship 
with God the Father, the most intimate, compassionate relationship of all: “Just 
as the Father knows Me and I know the Father.” This word for know is the same 
word used in Genesis 4:1 for a husband knowing his wife and the two bearing chil-
dren in procreation. It is the most intimate kind of knowing for us humans! Thus, 
“beautiful/noble shepherd” Jesus knows His sheep with the utmost of compassion, 
mercy, and care. 

Say   7. Read John 10:16–18. To whom does Jesus refer when He says, 
“I have other sheep that are not of this fold”? See Galatians 3:28 and 
Colossians 3:11. What unites these different sheep into one flock? See 
also John 10:27–28 and Romans 10:17. What does Jesus say about His 
impending death on the cross? 
Mormons look to John 10:16 for their belief that Jesus visited North America 

following His death and resurrection in Palestine. They understand “other sheep” 
to mean peoples in America whom Jesus visited shortly after His ministry in the 
Middle East. However, when we let passages of the Bible shed light on one anoth-
er, we can easily see how far-fetched and misguided the Mormon teaching is. 

When Jesus speaks of “other sheep,” we must remember where He is and to 
whom He speaks. He is in Jerusalem speaking to His fellow Jews. The Old Testa-
ment imagery of shepherd and sheep spoke of God’s people Israel being God’s 
sheep. So, “other sheep” would most naturally be non-Israelites, that is, Gentiles. 
Galatians 3:28 says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek [Gentile], there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Colos-
sians 3:11 speaks of the same unification because “Christ is all, and in all.”

Lesson 8
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As Jesus, then, speaks of His “one flock” and identifies Himself as the “one 
shepherd,” He also tells us what unites His different sheep. He says, “They will lis-
ten to My voice” (John 10:16). Hearing the voice of Good Shepherd Jesus unites 
His sheep with Him, and it unites His sheep with each other. Jesus will say later 
in John, chapter 10, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of My hand” (John 10:27–28). When Jesus’ sheep are close to Him, close 
enough to hear His voice, then they are also safe in His protection and care, for all 
eternity. As Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ.” Faith in Christ Jesus comes from hearing His voice, and hear-
ing His voice unites His sheep. 

Finally, Jesus concludes this section on the “Good Shepherd” by speaking 
openly of His impending death on the cross. Not only does laying down His life 
make Him the “beautiful/noble Shepherd,” but we notice how He lays it down: 
“No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord” (John 10:18). Jesus 
voluntarily lays down His life to rescue, forgive, and unite His sheep! In addition, 
Jesus says that He has “authority to take it up again” (John 10:18). Here He gives 
us a hint of His resurrection, when He would show that life had conquered death. 
Here He gives the promise that He will give eternal life to His sheep (John 10:28).

Say   On one “Good Shepherd Sunday,” a pastor preached about Jesus 
the Good Shepherd by saying that sheep are basically stupid and 
smelly, but their shepherd still cares for them. The next day, the pas-
tor went to see his barber for a haircut. The barber was also a mem-
ber of the pastor’s congregation and had heard the sermon about 
“stupid sheep.” The barber told his pastor that years earlier, before 
he became a barber, he had tended sheep. He said, “Pastor, the thing 
about sheep is not that they’re dumb or stupid. The problem with 
sheep is that they cannot see well. And since they can’t see well, they 
get scared by every little thing.” The barber went on to tell his pas-
tor that sheep must rely on their hearing and that they are really 
good about discerning their shepherd’s voice. That real-life revela-
tion changed the way the pastor would preach on “Good Shepherd 
Sunday” in the future. 

Ask   8. What does knowing sheep can’t see well so must rely on their 
hearing say about being sheep of Good Shepherd Jesus? Where do we 
hear His voice?
Sheep of Good Shepherd Jesus, that is, Christians, are not “stupid and smelly,” 

as the pastor once proclaimed. As Christians, we cannot rely on our sense of sight, 
because what we see—in this sinful world and in our sin-wrecked lives—too often 
frightens us. Instead, we must rely on our sense of hearing in order to hear the 
voice of our Good Shepherd who died and rose to give us eternal life with Him. 
This also teaches us that the Church is first and foremost the place of hearing 
the voice and the Gospel message of our Shepherd Jesus. As Martin Luther said 

3 Share (10 minutes)
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in the Smalcald Articles, “Thank God today a seven-year-old child knows what 
the Church is, namely, the holy believers and lambs who hear the voice of their 
Shepherd” (SA III XII 2–3). When we hear the voice of our Shepherd Jesus in the 
Scripture readings, in the Church’s liturgy and hymns, in the pastor’s proclamation 
of Christ crucified and risen, and in the Absolution spoken to us individually by 
our pastor, then we are comforted and given His peace that surpasses all under-
standing!

Share the text of next week’s lesson with participants, and encourage them to 
read and reflect on it prior to coming to class next week. 

For the Family Connections section, encourage the adults with children in 
Sunday School to review their child’s Sunday School leaflet together at home. 

Encourage class members to rehearse and learn by heart the Small Catechism 
section on the Sacrament of the Altar.

For the Personal Reflection section, point out for class members that the 
hymn—“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (LSB 709)—printed on the Student 
Page is a hymn version of Psalm 23. 

The Sacrament of the Altar (also called the Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, 
and Holy Communion) transports us to the delight of our Good Shepherd Jesus 
because it truly delivers to us His goodness and mercy, His forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. We are never closer to Good Shepherd Jesus than when we are gath-
ered around His Table. There He unites us with Himself and with each other. He 
makes us “one flock” and He shows Himself as our “one shepherd.” We experience 
this oneness and closeness most intimately at the Sacrament of the Altar.

Encourage them to sing or say the hymn often through the week, especially 
reflecting on how Good Shepherd Jesus gives them comfort in His Holy Meal.

4 Send (5 minutes)
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Lesson 8 Student Page
The Good Shepherd (John 10:1–18)

Many Christian artists depict Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd who tends His sheep or 
carries His little lamb to safety. Why do 
such pictures give great comfort, even if we 
know very little about how shepherds tend 
their flocks?

When Jesus calls Himself “the good shep-
herd” (John 10:11), He draws from a very 
rich theme in the Old Testament. Look up 
the following Old Testament passages: 
2 Samuel 5:1–3; Psalm 23; Isaiah 40:10–11; 
and Ezekiel 34:11–16. What details about a 
“shepherd” for Israel can you find in these 
passages? How do these details and pas-
sages find their fulfillment in Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd?

Read John 10:1–6. How does Jesus intro-
duce the shepherd theme in verse 1? How 
do the sheep know who the true shepherd 
is (vv. 2–4)? How can the sheep detect 
someone who is not the shepherd?

Read John 10:7–10. What illustration does 
Jesus use this time, and how does He apply 
it to Himself? Who are the “thieves and 
robbers” to whom Jesus refers? See John 
9:40–41.

In John 10:10, what does Jesus mean by 
“life” and having it “abundantly”? See John 
5:24–29; 6:53–58; and 11:25–26. 

Read John 10:11–15. According to verse 11, 
what makes Jesus the “good shepherd”? 
Also see John 15:13 and 1 John 4:9–10. How 
does this differ from the hired hand (vv. 
12–13)? In verses 14–15, how does Jesus 
show His great care for His sheep? See also 
Genesis 4:1.

Read John 10:16–18. To whom does Jesus 
refer when He says, “I have other sheep that 
are not of this fold”? See Galatians 3:28 and 
Colossians 3:11. What unites these different 
sheep into one flock? See also John 10:27–
28 and Romans 10:17. What does Jesus say 
about His impending death on the cross? 

What does knowing sheep can’t see well 
so must rely on their hearing say about 
being sheep of Good Shepherd Jesus?
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Family Connections
If you have children in Sunday School, go over 

their leaflets together, sharing with one another 
what you learned about today’s Bible story.

Practice learning by heart the Small Cat-
echism section on the Sacrament of the Altar. As 
you and your family rehearse and relearn what 
the Sacrament is and what benefits it gives, 
remember and rejoice that He prepares a table 
before you and that His cup of mercy and for-
giveness overflows for you (see Psalm 23:5) every 
time you partake of the Sacrament in the Divine 
Service.

Personal Reflection
Sing or say the words to the following hymn. 

As you do, reflect on your Good Shepherd’s 
goodness for you. Also reflect on how He feeds 
and sustains you in Holy Communion. How many 
references to the Sacrament of the Altar can you 
find? Reflect on how this hymn gives great com-
fort through the message it sings.

The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever! 

(LSB 709)
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